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Sibford School has enjoyed a long tradition of service to 
others and we have seen a great deal of time and energy 

spent on our charitable giving this year. 

I am grateful to all staff, students and parents who have 
organised events, taken part in non-uniform days or 
sponsored walks, played in concerts or Jazz events, slept out 
in cardboard boxes, brought in Teddy Bears, or simply 
provided the cash to sponsor or encourage those more 
directly engaged in fund raising. My particular thanks go to 
Andy Foakes who has coordinated this work for us . 

Quite a number of our parents, I know, are involved in 
volunteer charity work away from school and one of these 
approached me at the start of this academic year to ask if 
we might nominate Banbury Young Homeless Project as our 
'school charity of the year'. I had no idea when I said "yes" 
that I would later find myself volunteering to take part in the 
Blenheim Triathlon to support this good cause directly. For 
those of you with a more serious commitment to sporting 
activity, the prospect of a 500m swim, followed by a 1 3km 
bicycle ride and 3km run might not sound very challenging, 
but this somewhat sedentary fifty year old viewed the 
challenge with more than a little apprehension! 

The good news is that I survived (and did not 
disgrace myself, finishing in about 1 hour 10 minutes, 
only a little slower than Ned, my 16 year old son and 
training partner). I am grateful to parents and friends 
who helped me raise over £ 1 000 for BHYP. 

The experience was very uplifting. There was so 
much good will and camaraderie around on the day as 
so many well intentioned people gathered to raise 
money for their own charities. Behind the scenes at 
Blenheim, there was a wonderful support machine to 
makE? the event work smoothly - timekeepers, 
photographers, caterers, car park attendants etc. I 
thought a great deal about the Sibford Community on 
that day, recognising that Sibford School has many of 
these same qualities - a strong team of people working 
qUietly in the background, individuals prepared to work 
hard and practise or train to achieve their goals, and a 
sense of community that holds it all together, and 
makes it all worth while. I hope you will catch this 
spirit in the pages of this year's Sibfordian. 

In friendship, 
• Michael Goodwin 
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Staff ,  sta ff & more sta ff 
Sibford extends 0 worm welcome to new staff ... 

Ali Bromhall, Community Development Officer 

Working in a school has been a totally new experience for me, 

... indeed, one of the most scary experiences in my first few days was braving the 

dining room ... I couldn't believe how noisy it was! 

My background is in journalism and public relations and I have to confess that going 

back to school after far too many years to mention wasn't really on my horizon. 

However, I was looking to explore new opportunities with a faith/community focus, 

and so the role of Community Development Office here at Sibford, with its Quaker 

heritage, was especially appealing. I've really enjoyed my first year and would like to 

thanks pupils, staff and parents for making me so welcome. 

John Lendis­

Assistant Houseparent, 
Fielding 

I was born and grew up in the industrialised urban 

midlands of lTIngland. At age 20 I embarked on a 

search for the wild places of the world - the 

wilderness spaces where cultural history had failed 

to dominate the eternal power of nature. I travelled 

for many years through the deserts of the Middle 

East and the jungles of South East Asia. 

On a trip to the island of Tasmania in Australia, 

I was returned to a deep recognition that the 

wilderness I sought was more than � place of the 

desert - it was also a place of the forest and of 

the sea. 

I married and lived on the slopes of Mount 

Wellington in Hobart with my wife and children. 

I returned to university in Tasmania to consolidate 

my practise by undertaking a Masters of Fine Art in 

Painting in 2006. During all this time I have 

earned my living as a professional artist; I have 

taught at university, and have exhibited extensively 

in Australia and New Zealand for more than 

two decades. 

Celia Lendis -

Houseparent, Fielding 

I grew up in Tasmania, Australia; a descendent of 

the earliest European settlers (there are five 

convicts in my family, mostly Irish and one 

from the notorious 'Flash Mob'). In 1984, I 

came to England with my family and studied a 

year of A-levels in Market Harborough, 

Leicestershire, before returning to Hobart. I 

moved to Melbourne at age 18 to undertake 

tertiary studies in creative writing and then 

worked as a copywriter and creative director 

in advertising and design studios for 8 years before 

returning to the University of Tasmania to study architecture, 

art and art history. 

Since 1998, I have written for numerous Australian art 

magazines and galleries, curated exhibitions, worked as a 

freelance educational and arts writer, published a children's 

book and, since 2004, taught art history and theory and 

professional practice at university. Before coming to Sibford, our 

children, Sunday and Emile, were enrolled in The Friends' 

School in Hobart (the largest Quaker school in the 

world with 1200 students). 

Dawn Bolton 

Hello, my name is Dawn and 

I am housekeeper for Fielding 

boarding house. I came to 

work at the school in January 

and really enjoy it. I have lived 

in Tadmarton all my life and 

have a 14 year old son and a 

10 year old daughter. 

I enjoy reading and history. 

I 



Derek Bottomley -

Mathematics 

Having grown up in a small 

Cotswold town, 1 moved to 

Yorkshire to study Maths with 

Management at Leeds University. 

After completing my degree 1 
decided to see the world a bit and 

spent the next 5 years traveling 

as much as possible and teaching 

English as a Foreign Language, 

firstly in Japan, and then in 

Mexico Cl like contrasts ... ). 

Having enjoyed teaching 1 finally decided to 

follow my parents' footsteps into the 

profession and subsequently studied for my 

PGCE in Maths at Oxford University. 

Martin Checkley - ICT 

Technician 

I am a country boy, and have lived just 

outside Banbury all my life. I grew up 

on my parent's farm, though I'm 

about as far from the stereotypical 

farmer's son as they come. I started 

in the wonderful world of work at 

Thorntons the chocolate shop - quite 

simply heaven! I moved on to work 

in ICT as a Technician at Chenderit 

School, but moved from there to DHL 

where I spent a year as a Transport Controller 

shipping pharmaceuticals all around the world. 

Somehow, over the course of the year, my job 

became more and more linked with computers 

and I transferred to the IT department. I have 

always been drawn to educational environments 

and now here I find myself in the friendliest of 

places I have ever had the pleasure to 

work, Sibford School. Every 

day is different and 

every day a rewarding 

challenge. 

SheIley Jarvis 

Physical 

Education 

Lizzie Biggs 

Accounts Assistant 

1 was born in Whitchurch, 

Buckinghamshire and spent my 

childhood groWing up on a farm 

and helping my Dad with the 

family butchering business. 

He would say 1 was more of a 

hindrance than a help! 

1 left home in my early 

twenties to start a new life which bought me 

to Banbury. 1 long for a move back to village life with Lee, my 

partner and Joshua, my 21 month old son who is going on 12! 

1 have a keen interest in sport and love to see live events. Wimbledon 

last year was fantastic - all 1 hour of it due to a rain delay. I began at 

Sibford School in July 2007 and work in the accounts department. 

I don't feel that my feet have touched the floor yet! 

Pippa EIliot - School Nurse 

I was born in Leigh-on-Sea in Essex but grew up 

near Edinburgh. AB a young girl I studied at the 

Scottish Royal Ballet School but decided that I 

wasn't going to make much of a living as a 

ballet dancer so I trained to be a nurse, a 

deCision 1 have never regretted. I have worked 

on the children's ward at Stoke Mandeville and 

at John Radcliffe Hospital and for the past 8 

years, before joining the staff at Sibford, I was a 

practice nurse in Bicester. 1 am married and 

have 3 children. The pupils at Sibford are 

amazing; they make me smile 

every day. 

Sue Hinde­

Mathematics 

I graduated from Exeter 

University with a Physics degree 

and a desire to research Lasers. 

However my first job was as a 

programmer for a government 

laboratory and from there I moved 

on to a software house and then to a 

computer manufacturer. After a few 

years I moved into management and 

held various positions, including one as a director of 

their Portuguese subsidiary. I lived on the coast 

near Lisbon with my late husband and elder son for 

three years; our younger son 

I was born and brought up was born there. Portugal is a 

in Banbury. I studied at lovely country and we had a 
Staffordshire University for a great time. On our return I 
degree in Sports SCience and worked brieflY for a large bank 

then at De Monfort University and then moved to a telecom 

in Bedford for my PGCE in equipment manufacturer as a 
Secondary Physical Education. My flrst teaching business manager. In 2002 I 
position was at a school in Buckinghamshire. 1 have a decided I had had enough of 
passion for sport and play Hockey and Football to a industry and wanted to spend 
relatively high standard and I am a big supporter of more time with my boys, so I 
Liverpool FC and the Leicester Tigers. I live in went to Oxford University to 
Banbury with my flance Craig. I very much enjoy study for a PGCE in Mathematics, 
being a tutor to 10SJ and I am delighted to be part and began my teaching career at a 
of the Physical Education department . •••••••••• �;;::;iii� ••• �lar�g�e�c�o�m;p�r;eh�en�sl�.v�e�s�c;h�O�O�l�.1 



Go p Studen ts 
Louise Smits 

Kia ora/hello, I come from Christchurch in the South 

Island of New Zealand (the cool part). As I didn't 

know what I wanted to do for the rest of my life I 

decided to take a GAP year and ended up at Sibford 

working at Orchard Close. I have loved my time here, 

everyday holds something new. On returning to 

Christchurch I plan to study Primary Education at 

Christchurch University. Cheers guys, it has been a 

great opportunity! 

Alison Reel 

I'm from the beautiful town of 
Nelspruit in South Africa. After 

finishing college I set off to see 

what all the fuss was about in 

England. I was a little worried 

about the remoteness of my new 

home, but I quickly made great 

friends. I thought the girls were 

going to give me a hard time when 
I was on duty in Margaret Fell but 

I was wrong; they were all so 
lovely and made working at the 

House enjoyable and entertaining. 

This has been a great experience 

for me. 

Johnston Gray 

I come from one of the greatest countries 

of the world, Canada. I have a passion for 

acting and music though I am not very 

decent at either so hope to make a career 

out of writing and directing fllms. I was 

blessed to be sent to Sibford, where I 

instantly found my place in the music 

department. Between concerts with the 

Jazz Band and directing 'A Midsummer 

Night's Dream' it has been a fantastic year. 

I will be majoring in English and Peace 

and Conflict Studies when I leave Sibford. 

God Bless and Peace be with you. 

Toby Webster 

Gidday! I work in the Music and 

Learning Support Departments. 

I'm a Kiwi by birth (Le. I come 

from New Zealand) but I am a 

British Citizen. I hope to work and 

study in England when I flIlish my 

placement at Sibford. I play cello, 

guitar and sing and love the 

theatre. I would like to do what I 

can to contribute to these aspects 

of school life while I'm here. 

Goodbye Orchard Close ... 
hello Sibford Junior School! 



Studen t  t r i  ps 
Every year students have the opportunity to go on a variety of educational and 

team bUilding trips, here are just a few ... 

Sixth form trip to Barcelona 
February 2008 

In February over half the sixth form visited Barcelona for 4 days 

on a trip organised by A2 Business students as part of their 

course {under the supervision of their teacher, Yvonne Greene}. 

During the tri p the students were d ivided into specia l ist g roups . 
The Geography and BTEC C& E students were led by Si mon 
Ba ker into the Garrotxa Nationa l Park, which is a fantastic 
volcanic park. 

Art and Texti les, led by Richard Phethean ,  visited severa l famous 
art gal leries, includ ing those of Picasso and Da l i ,  as wel l  as 
studying the stunning arch i tecture of Gaud i .  Business Students, 
led by myself, studied production and human resources at Anis 
del Mono (which produces an aniseed dr ink which is very 
popu lar  i n  Spa in) and production and marketi ng at Torres 
Vineyard . Design Technology students were able to study the 
testing of Formu la 1 cars at the Barcelona F 1 race tracks . 
BTEC students particula rly benefited from the tour of Nou Camp, 
home of Ba rcelona 's footba l l  team ,  and one of the most 
impressive stadiums in Europe. F ina l ly, a l l  the students enjoyed 
a gU ided tour of Ba rcelona . 

• Yvonne Greene, Head of Business Studies 

Students enioying the 
unique Gaudi architecture. 

Left to right.' Som Chon, Joeie Poon, Igor Motyushin, 
Moeko Motsumoto and Louise Attley - Orgonisers, A2 Business 
students (team leaders). 



Foxtrot 2008 

The annual pilgrimage to re-trace the footsteps of George 

Fox and Margaret Fell, the founders of Quakerism. 

Over the weekend of 
2 1  st to 2 3 rd September 
2007 sixth formers and 
staff from the southern 
Quaker Schools, 
inc lud ing Sibford , visited 
Meeti ng Houses and s i tes 
where George Fox 
preached . The weekend 
was not on ly an  
opportun ity for us to enjoy 
the beautiful 
countryside around 

Timna Siman Vanessa and Janet on 
Pen die Hill. 

Lake Windermere, Kenda l a nd Pendle H il l ,  but a lso 
provided us with t ime for qu iet reflection and an h istorical 
understa nd i ng of the foundations of Quakerism . 

• Simon Baker, Head of Geography 

A Village Walk 

On Tuesday 1 3th May some of us Year 7 pupils walked around 

Sibford and answered questions on printed sheets. 

We fi rst went throug h the kiss ing gate - the tradition of the kiss ing gate is that 
when you go throug h i t  you must kiss someone on the other side and getti ng 
52 ch i ld ren at one t ime throug h a kiss ing gate is a chal lenge I must te l l  you . 
We ta l ked about how part of the land is a l l  h i l ly because it used to be a clay 
m ine .  There was a lso a river that was ca l led the River Sib and i t  flowed from 
the e lm and into Gloucestersh i re .  

We wa l ked up a h i l l  unt i l  we got to the Qua ker Meeting 
House . We went i ns ide the Meeti ng House and 
were in s i lence for 1 0  m i nutes .We ta l ked to a 
man cal led Norman ,  he was 99 years old so 
we a l l  sang happy bi rthday to h im .  

After this we went down to the church 
and met Reverend Tim Wimbush a nd 
he told us about the church and we 
asked questions and then he played 
a n ice piece on the organ and told 
us that it was a g ift from God to 
play the organ .  

We fi na l ly got back to school and 
had a massive lunch with 
sandwiches a nd crisps and then we 
did a traffic su rvey. We wrote 
down how many people and cars 
came by. We all en joyed the trip .  

• Luke Verge, Yr 7 

From Barcelona to Banbury 

Fieldwork plays an important role in pupil learning in Geography. 

Here Simon Baker briefly recalls some trips taken this year. 

In September 2008 Yea r  9 travelled 
to Swanage to underta ke fieldwork on 
the stunn i ng coastal formations at 
Durd le Door. Although it poured with 

ra i n  i t  was qui te awe i nspiri ng .  
A fun  n igh t  at a PGL centre 

fol lowed by activities the 
next day was en joyed 

by a l l .  Sebastian  
Slade commented 
that ' i t  was rea l ly 
good fun a nd we 
learnt loads, I 
can 't wa it for next 
year when we vis i t  
Barcelona ' .  

Yea r  1 2 had the 
opportun ity to attend 

a RGS conference at 
London and benefited 

from l isten ing to the 
words of Helen Young ,  the 

weather reporter, amongst 
other guest speakers. I n  the 

spring term they 
attended a joint 
Biology/ 
Geography conferen", • ..----"-,-, 
i n  Oxford on g loba l 
warming and its impact o-n 
us a l l; it was of immense 
educational va lue a nd set h igh goals 
for our un iversity appl icants . 

35 pupi ls a nd 4 staff spent the week 
in Barcelona on a com bi ned 
Geography/Spanish trip .  We stayed 
in Hotel Arcadia and had an i n tense 
yet fun fi l led week. High l ights 
i nc l uded Montserrat by cable car, 
Coves De CoIbato where we saw the 
sta lactite a nd sta lagm ite formations 
which were the inspiration for the 
amazi ng cathedra l by Gaud i  and 
witnessed Yea r  1 0  g i rls ba lancing 
handbags on one arm and river 
velocity equipment on the other whi lst 
knee deep in the River Tordero! 

In the summer term Yea r  7 field-

work involved carryi ng out 
env i ronmenta l  qua l ity surveys and 
traffic counts in  Sibford , Swalc l i ffe a nd 
Hook Norton . 

Year 8 travel led to Ban bury to 
carry out fieldwork centred on 
shoppi ng pattern enqu i ries at the reta i l  
park, Castle Quay and the h igh street. 
In addition deta i led Goad Maps (see 
above) were produced to mark land 
use patterns and consideration g iven 
to shop distri butions and h igh and low 
order services . 

• Simon Baker, 
Head of Geography 

�SW{o-v�/9 



Ski 2008 - or was it ILife on Mars' 

On Friday 2 1  st March 2008 a completely full bus attempted to sleep 

its way to the resort town of Niederau, in Austria. 

On arrival it seemed as if the 
goddess of snow was not with us 
but lucki ly with i n  24 hours the slopes 
were covered in a fresh coati ng .  
This year's ski trip was a fun and 
eventful 6 days, with students 
(and teachers) practis ing the i r  j umps, 
fal ls  and everyth ing in  between . By 
Tuesday we had moved along the 
val ley for our lessons to the s l ightly 
bigger mountain in Auffach - it 
seemed we were al l  maki ng such 
good progress that a bigger 
chal lenge was requ i red . Even the 
beg i nners came with us and by the 
afternoon were attempting the i r  f i rst 
red run ,  al beit rather tentatively. By 
the end of the day there were great 
stories being tald of who had 
conquered which slope . 

However, by Thursday some 
people's confidence s l ightly 
outweighed the i r  abi l ity resul t ing in a 
broken leg for one unfortunate 

member of the party. Lucki ly, 
however, Steve Bal l had al ready 
staked out the hospital and got to 
know the doctors and nurses . Havi ng 
been AWOL for an hour or so on the 
Tuesday it was eventual ly d iscovered 
that Mr Bal l had gone "base over 
apex" once to often ,  and found out 
that h is forehead was perhaps not the 
best way of seeki ng out hard rocks 
among the soft snow - those pesky 
wh ite elephants up the slope can be 
a n ightmare when they get in the 
way! For a whi le the years dropped 
away for Mr Bal l ;  he thought Miss 
Worsley was way ahead of her t ime 
in  the fash ion stakes with her snazzy 
board pants (he did th i n k  it was 
1 972 at the t ime though ) .  Overa l l  i t 
was a very successfu l trip, the sun 
even made an appearance at the 
end of the week. 
Br ing on Niederau 2009! 

• Derek Bottomley 



Team building at Rockley Watersports! 

In October, the Sibford sixth form experienced an exciting new 

team building event, held at Rockley Watersports over 3 days. 

The entire sixth form travel led to Poole 
after school and on arrival enjoyed 
bowl ing and a fresh ly cooked d inner. 
The next day, the team bU i ld ing 
activities really started . Students were 
separated from their existing friends 
and put i nto new teams, with the aim 
of everyone getti ng to know each 
other. 

The mai n activity was raft bU i ld ing ;  
teams had to bu i ld thei r own rafts and 
try to race them, without their raft 
sinking ! Other activities included 
sai l i ng  d inghies, and Wayfarers, as 
wel l  as racing d ragon boats . In the 
even ing al l  the students enjoyed a 
BBQ on the beach,  rock climbing and 
beach rounders .  

A t  the end  o f  the trip a l l  
ag reed that they had real ly 
enjoyed the event and now 
knew all the members of the 

sixth form .  There were new friendsh ips 
and even one romance! 

A big thank  you to Alex Jerome 
and Charl ie Waiter who planned and 
organised the event as part of thei r  
A2 Business course. 

Yvonne Greene, Head of Business 



Gha na ! Ryvanz-Mia Orphanage 2008 

After 2 hours sat i n  a p lane wa it ing at  Gatwick we fi na l ly depa rted . There was a n  a i r  of 

nervousness, m ixed with exci tement ,  wh ich made i t  hard for a nyone to s leep. Arr iv ing i n  Accra 

the a i r  was hot, h u m id and the n i g ht was dark as we were led to our Tro-Tro (bus) for our three­

hour r ide to Kpa ndu, our home for the next month . 

.•..•......••.•.•••......•.....••••.....•............••••...........••••.••............•..••.••..•.•...•........................ 

On our first morning we met our 
gorgeous host, Mama Esie and her 
orphaned children, Wisdom, the 
oldest at 1 3, the girls - Comfort, 
Mary and Cecelia, the other boys -
Isaac, George, Mawley, Love 
(Wisdoms' brother and the youngest 
at 3) and the twins: Achai and 
Achoo. These young children worked 
so hard, and I wanted to make sure 
we helped them stay happy while we 
were staying at their home. I suppose 
when you have nothing, everything 
becomes a joy. 

The fi rst week flew by with lots of 
introductions; al l  very formal. We 
visited traditional Kente cloth makers, 
the Aids orphanage, the Special 
School (which mode me cry, but lam 0 
wimp) and the VoIta Lake, and we 
meet the chief of the Village. Our visit to 
the playgroup was 0 very special 
experience. The chi ldren greeted us 
with customary songs and we were 011 
unsure of how to respond . 'Wheels on 
the bus' and 'Head, shoulders, knees 
and toes' is Qlways going to be 0 

good introduction to us Brits! One of 
the twins was in hospital when we 
arrived , os they both hove Sickle Cel l  
Anaemia, and our first challenge was 
to visit h im .The hospital was extremely 
well equipped for the region, but it was 
very basic by our standards. We 
started and fin ished our mural at 0 local 
school, os well os clearing and turning 
over the garden, ready for our raised 
beds and the sustainable vegetable plot 
we were bUi lding for the chi ldren .  We 
began to get our bearings i n  the Vil lage 
(amongst the goats and lizards, and 
women carrying things on their heads) 
and it was incredible how easy it was 
to fit i n ,  the poverty that surrounded us 
become ordinary very fast! 



Our fi rst weekend was spent at 
Cape Coast. I hadn 't appreciated how 
intense it would be living in the 
orphanage and how much physical and 
emotional energy it would need, so time 
by the sea was what we all needed . 
We visited a festiva l (fu l l  of dance), did 
a very h igh canopy wal k  (where Johnny 
tried goats intesti ne!) , walked through 
the rain forest, had a tour of a slave 
castle, and had a g lorious beach fire. 
We had such a great time we retu rned 
here for our last weekend . 

In week 2 half the team went to 
teach at Delta school where the chi ldren 
attended . We had been getting up at 
6am every morn ing to help them with 
their chores (apart from Charlie, Tom 
and Uly who real ly struggled to get out 
of their pits ! )  and wa lked them to 
school .  The teach ing was hard and 
most of the team found it shocking that 
the cane was sti l l  used, the teachers 
slept a lot of the time in lessons and they 
had classes of around 50 pupi ls with 
some pupils being in their twenties. 

Left. Making traditional Kente cloth and Basket weaving. 

The other half of the tea m started the 
mura l  at Ryvanz-Mia orphanage, plus 
the planting and seeding in the garden . 
We also began our d rumming lessons; 
Jen and Johnny were particularly good at 
this . . .  Johnny loved a l l  the dancing too 
and breaking th ings! 

On our second weekend we 
travelled to the VoIta region . We rose at 
5am; the coolest part of the day, and 
went to feed monkeys in the forest. The 
rest of the day was spent at Wli 
waterfal l  followed by a res�ul n ight and 
an intense trek the following morning . 

At the beginni ng of our third week 
the team got a little despondent. It was 
easy to feel as if we were at home and 
to not appreciate the beauty around us. 
Luckily Pat and Nat came out this week 
to join us, which gave us renewed 
enthusiasm . We started going out a little 
in the evenings, meeting other 'Yovos' 
(white people) and began to do 
activities with the children .  The teams 
swapped over so that we al l  had a 
chance to complete the mura l  and to 

teach . More d rumming and eating 
giant snai ls, which seemed fine until you 
thought about what you were eating! . . . 
YUCK! 

During our last week we were taught 
how to make traditional baskets, all to 
be carried home on the plane! We 
also distributed Sibford School bears to 
al l  the schools and playgroups we had 



The Team. back row - Timna Freeman, (on American volunteer), Charlie Waiter, Jenny Guy (two more American volunteers), Denise Lonergan (Emma's 
mother), Pot and Stuart Davies. front row -Johnny Prestidge, Ben Dav/es, Tom Daley, Uly Wells, Amy-Isla McCombie, (on American volunteer), 
Emma Worsley - Team Leader alld Not Davies. 

visited, and we had tv\ASSIVE hot 
monsoon showers. On one of our last 
evenings the team organized a Talent 
Show for the chi ldren to perform i n .  
We had been to one a t  Missahoe 
orphanage down the rood and wanted 
to do better! 
The team was bri l l iant, especial ly Uly, 
who had made up some songs for the 
chi ldren to sing . The evening was a 
massive success. 

Final ly we had to th ink about 
boarding the plane home. We had got 
to know the Vi l lagers and had all fallen 
in  love with the chi ldren at Ryvanz-Mia 
Mama Esie had made us so happy i n  
her family home. Our  emotions were 
mixed - sadness at leaving - pleasure 
in our achievements. The trip was 
amazing and I know I don't just speak 
for myself when I say Ghana wil l  
always have a place in  my heart. 
A big 'APPE' (Ghanaian for thank you) 

to everyone that has been i nvolved 
in th is  amazing experience, without 
your support a nd generosity th is 
wouldn 't have been poss ib le .  The 
ch i ld ren ,  the people, the food , the 
envi ronment and the whole fee l ing of 
being pa rt of the world we l ive in is 
a humb l i ng experience, one I am 
sure the whole tea m wi l l  appreciate 
a nd remember forever. 

Emma Worsley - Team Leader 

One. final thi� I foY"fJt to acIcJ i� the. hancHha� that we. all le.aY"nt in Kpandv ..... 
afte.Y" �ov �ha� hand'.; pvll �ovY" hand aVVil� and c.--lic.K. fi�Y"� with the. p e.�on d� 
�ov pvll dVVil�1 md�De. we. �hovld � it in mwti� .. 

.. 



When • Rome ... 
Anyone who has heard a bout our  tou r  to Rome knows that the students a l l  had a n  

unforgetta b le ti me . . .  but how was i t  for the staff who accompan ied them? 

Was there any chance for 

relaxation, any time to sample the 

produce of the local vineyards? 

Were they worked off their feet 

from dawn 'till dusk and given no 

time for exploring the bustling 

streets of Rome away from 

their charges? 

Not at a l l  . . .  Although each member 
of staff was assigned a "fam i ly" of 
students, everyone got on so wel l  that 
to go around for most of the t ime i n  
these groups was rea l ly no  hardsh ip  
at a l l .  I am ,  of course, writ ing from a 
teach ing assistant's poi nt of view, but 
even for the members of staff charged 
with more respons ib i l ity than I, the 
trip was a huge success, and rea l ly 
en joyable .  

Our days i n  Rome were fi l led with 
stunn i ng archi tecture, good food (for 

half of the group ! )
' 

coffee, more 
archi tecture, laughter, more coffee, 
and,  most importantly, music .  Being 
the fi rst choir  ever to perform Karl 
Jenkins '  "Armed Man"  in Rome was 
certa i n ly an extraord inary privi lege, 
but it was Si bford 's solo performance 
of movements from Haydn 's "Nelson 
Mass" in St. Peter's Basi l ica that we 
were a l l  looking forward to. It was a 
l ife-chang ing moment, and one that I 
wi l l  never forget. 

With our days so busy it was 
lovely to go back to the Piazolla in  
the even ings and relax . The beautifu l 
monastery i n  wh ich we stayed had 
everyth i ng we needed , and some of 
my favourite memories of the tri p a re 
of re laxing between the book-l i ned 
walls of the l ibra ry, stand ing on the 
terrace and watch ing the sunset over 
Lake Arno, or s i tt ing around the piano 

i n  the even ing ,  s ing ing . For me, the 
tr ip wou ldn 't have been nearly so 
enjoyable without the friendsh ip  
extended to me by the students -
especia l ly the sixth formers, so than k  
you for so many i ncred ible, 
sometimes h i larious, memories . I wi l l  
a lways remember th is t r ip  with rea l 
affection: for the new friends I made, 
for Rome, and, of course, for Haydn. 

• Amy Spring, Teaching Assistant 
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D u ke of Ed i n bu r  h Awa rd : 
Bronze Expeditions 2008 
'There o re a few things i n  here , Sir, Miss; 

I ' l l show you the rat fi rst! ' . . .  

Why is it that wildlife features so 

heavily in our expeditions each 

year? Having had badgers stealing 

swimming trunks, sun-bathing 

snakes and gory video evidence of 

rood-kill, we wondered what treat 

was in store this year. 

Mr Spring qnd Mrs Spring headed 
for the toilet block. Daisy and Sam 
opened the door g leeful ly. 'Beh ind 
here, look!'  

There was a dead creature 
beh i nd the door; a mole, not a rat, 
but as Mr Spring picked i t  up it fel l  
apart a nd h e  was left hold ing a 
small , b rown leg . 

... 

' Eeeeeouw! '  Daisy a nd Sam 
col lapsed g igg l ing a nd shrieki ng ,  as 
Mr Spring gathered the furry rema i ns 
a nd threw them i nto the next field 

'Can you get the spider out of the 
s i nk, Miss?' 

Despite, (or perhaps because of) 
her African upbring ing ,  Mrs Spring is  

not too keen on hand l ing spiders, 
especia l ly the type with muscu lar legs 
which look as though they are 
champion jumpers 

'Er . . .  ummm . . .  1 th i nk  Si r  can hel p 
you out with that. . .  I've just noticed a 
tent that needs some adjustment .  . .  ' , 
Mrs Spri ng made her escape, leaving 
the spider, mole, s lugs a nd other 
assorted wi ld l ife to enterta i n  the 
crowd of pupi ls that had now been 
attracted by the shrieks and squea ls .  

29 Year  1 0s have been involved 
in the Bronze Duke of Ed inburgh  
Award this year and ,  by the t ime  you 
read this, 1 1 Si lver partic ipants wi l l  
have (hopefu l ly ! )  found thei r way 
across parts of Oxfordsh i re ,  
Warwickshire a nd Gloucestersh ire to 
complete their Awa rds .  I n  the current 
c l imate of i ncreased legis lation and 
the attempt to e l im inate all r isk from 
our l ives, the Awa rd has become a 
vita l and en joyable means of 
ensur ing that our young people learn 
certa i n  ski l l s .  They can be 
i ndependent and self-re l iant ,  they can 

solve problems for themselves a nd 
they learn to get a long with people 
they wou ld not necessar i ly choose as 
thei r  close friends. An even ing i n  
camp, with noth i ng more than a 
footba l l ,  a Frisbee and sloppy 
nood les, can be enterta i n i ng and 
fulfi l l i ng ;  the wa lk  itself, though 
physica l ly and menta l ly taxi ng ,  leaves 
part icipants with a real sense of 
ach ievement. 

In the other 3 areas of the Award , 
we have seen partici pants ' Reduc ing ,  
Re-using and Re-cycling', Revivi ng ,  
Reassuri ng a nd Resuscitati ng ,  
Reading ,  Runn ing ,  R id ing ,  Rehearsing 
and Rock-cl imbing to name but a few 
of the activities necessary to complete 
thei r  Sk i l l s ,  Physical a nd Service 
sections .  With around 25 of the 
present Year 9 a l ready signed up 
and wel l  on thei r  way to completi ng 
some sections, the future for the 
Award at Sibford looks healthy. 

• Mike and Penny Spring 
Award Leaders 



Open Day 2008 
As the sunsh i ne  f looded over the sports f ie lds and the 

fi rst chords of the jazz ba nd struck the a i r, the pup i l s  and  

pa rents m i l led a bout with occas iona l  smea rs of 

chocolate ca ke from the ever-popu la r  French cafe. 

The a rt department boasted h igh qual ity examples of  the pupi ls' work 
ra nging from g raffiti tra iners in texti les to the Year  7 fun ky fish disp lay i n  
pottery. On lookers were astounded by the efforts of Warren ,  Chris and 
others working the i r  wonders on the potter's wheel and the copious 
produce on show in the horticulture gardens. 

I n  the a rt ga l lery there was a treasure trove of seaside sculptures, 
qUirky clockwork fash ion and canvases with stunn ing work from the 
GCSE and A-Ievel students. 

So, despite our orig ina l  moa ns 
when waking up early, the day was 
enjoyed by a l l .  For some it was made 
by the ca ke, for some by Alex 
Gandy's su per-spri nt, for some 
perhaps by the bouncy castle but for 
me noth i ng cou ld beat the jazz ba nd . 

• Beth Birkbeckt Yr 1 0  

Right. New heights were reached by 
the jazz performers, 

with Uly's hair bigger than ever 

Far right bottom. Romi/ly and Hugo 
play For the crowd. 

Above Everyone, including the Head 
g ets involved in the Maypole DanCing 



BYH P supporting young people In 
housi ng need across oxfordsh ire 
Each year BYHP supports over 350 vu l nera ble young people 

aged 1 3-25 who have been made homeless th rough no fau lt of the i r  own . 

BYHP  receives fund ing ,  a lthough 
unfortunately this does not cover a l l  
the runn ing costs for ou r  essent ial front 
l i ne services. As a fundra iser for the 
BYH P I had no hesitation in attending 
a meeti ng with Ti m Yeomans, a nd 
Michael Goodwin last summer to 
chat about the project a nd how 
Sibford School cou ld help us .  
Fol loWing the meeti ng BYHP was 
adopted by Si bford School as its 
Charity for 2007/200 8 !  Music to 
my fundra isers ears ! 

What a year it has been! 
The staff, pupi ls and parents have 
been wonderful in thei r un relent ing 
support and energy. Various 
fundra is ing events have i ncluded 

music concerts, the BYHP Christmas 
card design competit ion , won by 
Em i ly Gerrard , Yr 1 2 , a nd an 
exceptional s ixth form project by Ben 
Keogh who produced an 
ind ispensable graphic CD showing 
the effects of homelessness. The 
grand f inale was the Triathlon at 
B lenheim Pa lace on June 7th with 
Michael Goodwi n ,  his son Ned , two 
teachers, Jez Ross a nd Andy Foakes 
a nd parent Cami l la  Shaughnessy 
a mongst 37 people runn i ng  for and 
support ing BYHP. 

The tota l raised by Sibford School 
so far this year has exceeded 
£2 ,000. For that we are very grateful 
but equal ly important to BYH P is the 
tremendous awareness raised with i n  

c 

the school fratern ity 
and loca l a rea for this 
essent ial loca l project. 

BYH P  not on ly helps young 
people to f ind su itable 
accommodation , but a lso provides a 
range of services a imed at tack l i ng 
the issues that lead to homelessness. 
The Fami ly Mediation Service helps 
resolve fam i ly conflict a nd our d rop in  
centre runs many varied l i fe-ski l l s  
c lasses . A l l  our services help young 
people to access tra i n i ng ,  education 
and employment . The funds Si bford 
School has raised wi l l  a l l  help to 
mai nta i n  our essent ial front l i ne work. 
Many, many, many thanks .  

• Laura Yates, BYHP Fundraiser 

Elton John/The Eagles -
70's Sensation Concert 

The sound of the 70's resonated around the 

auditorium of The Mill Arts Centre in Banbury 

on the 1 8th March as the Sibford School 

musicians took on the musical personas of 

The Eagles and Elton John. 

These two h igh ly contrast ing musical acts provided the audience with 
a d iverse range of musica l perform i ng .  

We arrived at the theatre i n  the morn ing to set up ,  though we spent 
most of the morn ing i ndu lg ing in the tea and biscui ts that Janet very 
ki nd ly bought for us .  We spent the day in the g reen room eati ng a nd 
playing music, wa it ing for the big performance ahead . We had a l ready 
ach ieved great success at the practice gig which took place in the 
ensemble room at school the n ight before . Most of us were used to these 
kinds of g igs ,  having performed at the P ink  F loyd and Sgt Pepper 
concerts in previous years . We a l l  thorough ly en joyed perform ing at 
The Mi l l  Arts Centre , and the audience was great too. 

• Henry Grigg, Yr 1 3  



Other Charity News ••• 

• Once again th is year we supported the National Aids Trust 

through sales of red ribbons on World Aids Day. 

• We made donations to Dogs for the Disabled and the 
Katharine House Hospice in  Banbury. 

• Following the terrible natural disasters i n  Burma in China we 
sold white bracelets and raised funds for the Disasters 
Emergency Committee. 

• Pat Davies in the l ibrary organised a whole school ' readathon' 
in support of the Roald Dahl Foundation. 

• June 30th saw us supporting Nick Park's 'Wrong Trousers Day' , 
raising funds for UK children's hospitals and hospices 

• On 22nd June Zoe Con nor and 1 5  other Sibford teachers ran 
the Race for Life in Chipping Norton, raising money 
for Cancer Research UK. 

• Final ly, during the summer break Harry Blackwel l, 
Josh Rayner and Hayden and Josh Clark cycled from 
John O'Groats to Lands End in aid of the Air Ambulance. 



Meeting a Racing Legend 

Sir Jackie Stewart, a highly regarded name in global sport, visited Sibford in 

response to a letter from Michael Goodwin. Michael learnt that Sir Jackie 

Stewart was dyslexic and wrote to offer him the chance to view our dyslexic 

deportment and to witness the work we do here to aid the learning of 

dyslexic pupils. 

On the 17th October 
2007 Sir  Jackie Stewa rt 
came to te l l  us about h is  
l i fe with dyslexia . At 
school he was known as 
"dumb, thick and stupid" .  
H e  left school 
uneducated at fifteen , 
and worked at a petrol 
station . Then he started 
shoot ing (on ly iust 
missi ng the team for the 
1960 Summer 

Olympics) . After that he got married , 
gave up shooti ng a nd started car 
rac ing .  He became a top Grand Prix 
d river. He told us that dyslexic people 
have a m i nd of thei r own . They wil l 
never be able to get rid of dyslexia 
but they can work around it .  Dyslexic 
people th i n k  outside the box. 

• Anjelica Catton - Yr 9 

Fantastic Plastic 
On Wednesday 1 4th May 2008 Professor Averil MacDonald 

from Reading University came to talk to Year 9 and lOon 

' Fantastic Plastic' (or how to become a millionaire). 

She gave a superb talk with lots of" demonstrations showing 

all the various uses of plastic; both those that are currently in 

use and those that will come onto the market over the next 2 

years. Here are just some of the comments made by the 

pupils after the talk ... 

1.1.: <; '3;O'lrI.:>:.. to 
t fdlk- about D a<;-II& vV<l C( 0 

, I. �t I thoul1"h a I ,  J..: ' 10 be- rIOrl
,
' 

er ' f t it vV<l<; ye-all� ir\te-ye-<;-II� 
be- ye-all� bOYI� but IrI ae; 

Sir  Jackie Stewart fi rst found out that 
he was dyslexic when he was 41 
years old after h is sons were found to 
be dyslexic. He came to say don't 
worry about dyslexia ,  i t  wil l  make you 
feel down and you th i n k  other people 
can do th i ngs and you can 't ,  but you 
are better than them at somethi ng .  

• George Cowper, Yr  9 

Si r  Jackie Stewart visited Si bford 
School because it is very good at 
help ing dyslexia pupi ls to pass thei r  
GCSEs .  H is teachers sa id he was 
stupid a nd wou ld never do wel l  i n  
l ife H e  proved iust because you are 
dyslexic doesn't mean that you won 't 
do wel l  i n  l i fe ,  because S i r  Jackie 
Stewart is doing very wel l  i ndeed . 

• Jordan Sadler - Yr 9 
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Roman Ways 
Year 4 have enjoyed learning 
about the Romans and visited 
Chedworth Roman Vi l la near 
Cirencester to support their 
h istory topic. 

They learnt to use natural 
ingredients to make medicine, 
especially good for curing colds! The chi ldren experienced 
handl ing primary artefacts and were shown around the 
grounds of the vil la to see mosaic floors, toi lets, sauna 
rooms and a pool with water that sti l l  flows into it today! 





House S po rts Day • • • 

We were blessed with perfect weather cond i t ions and a n  exci t ing f i n i sh  for ou r  major  

i nte r- House event he ld on the afternoon of  1 4th June .  C l a rk and  Gi l lett ga i ned jo i nt  

f i rst place, with F ry in 3 rd and Na nsen in 4th pos i tion . 

Clark House 
Clark House members were up  
for the chal lenge on House 
Sports Day this year. On the 
track we were off to a slow start 
with Gi l lett lead ing early on . 
However, after much 
encouragement from thei r House 
Capta i n ,  Ch loe Ferguson , a nd Lesley 
Norton ,  who was looking aher the House 
tent, Clark slowly began to creep back up the 
points table a nd the cha l lenge was on once aga i n .  

There was much tension i n  the a i r  when we reached 
the relay races. A debate took place as to whether the 
sen iors cou ld run as a m ixed team,  due to some pupi ls 
having leh school aher exams .  The decis ion was made by 
Dan Pigott, Di rector of Houses that Gi l lett a nd Clark had 
to f ield 2 g i rls and 2 boys as they were the two houses 
rema i n ing in the runn ing for the cup.  They eagerly l i ned 
up for the race; the gun went off a nd the fi n ish l i ne 
became electric with students and teachers alike wi l l i ng 
on thei r Houses . I n  the end it was a draw - but  we' l l  be 
back next year for a clear wi n !  

Iona Smith, Clark Head of House 

GilleH House 
Eagerly watch ing the 

electron ic scoreboard and 
l isten ing to the a nnouncements 

Thumper, the Gi l lett house 
mascot, rushed to the front of the 

crowds to be jOintly awarded first 
place and handed the house trophy 

by Michael Goodwin a long with the 
human mascot for Clark .  

I n  the end, a n  impromptu "peace pul l "  was 
declared to f ind the champion winner. Aher much 

to and fro ing a nd with Mr. Baker hoarse with 
yel l i ng "PULL" Gi l lett assumed that vita l extra few 

centimetres over the l i ne a nd then watched i n  g reat 
del ight as Clark fel l  backwards wh i lst being pu l led 

forward ! A jol ly good day and wel l  done to a l l  houses ! 

Simon Baker, GilleH Head of House 



GCSE 
Staff and students were delighted with this year's GCSE results, the best ever 

set of GCSE results in our history. 69 pupils were entered for GCSEs this year, 
making a record number of entries (70 1 subiect entries in total!) 

Year I Pupils I GCSE I % PASS % PASS 5 Grades % PASS Grades 
entered entries A* - C A* - C A*-G 

2008 
2007 
2006 

69 
58 
55 

70 1 
504 
467 

83.7 
73.8 
8 1 .2 

The table shows the huge increase in the percentage of students achieving 
at least 5 GCSEs with grades between A* - C. This is the all important 
benchmark looked at by Further and Higher Education institutions and also 
by employers - to achieve nearly a full 1 0% increase on our previous best 
ever results is a fantastic achievement. Congratulations to everyone! 

Among the strongest i nd ividual 
results were: 
- Alexandra Jard i ne (8 A * ,  3 at A) 
- Imogen Gartside (5 A * s, 6 As) 
- Harriet Fletcher (7 A * s, 3 As) 
- Katie Boyd (5 A * s, 4 As) 
- Harriet Sm ith (3 A*s ,  6As) 
- Jack Keogan (7 A * s, 3 As) 
- Tom Roger (7A*s ,  2 As) 
In fact, over half of the year group 
achieved 1 0  or more GCSEs at 
g rade C or above and over 30% 
of a l l  g rades were at A or A * . 

Thanks to a l l  the staff i nvolved i n  teaching this hard 
working group of students. Although obViously delighted by the outstanding 
achievements of these h igh flying young people, I was most pleased to see that 
Rory Fear, who had been on a support programme, had achieved C grades i n  
both Maths and  Engl ish, and  that he  had secured that a l l  important 5 grades at 
C or above. Phil N ichols, on a fu l l  d'Pilexia programme, a lso achieved Engl ish 
and Maths, and all h is other eight grades at C or better. Br i l l iant !  

In fact, 65% of our students achieved 5 grades including Maths and 
Eng l i sh at C grade or above (th is  comprised 26 boys and 1 9  g i rl s  - so wel l  
done boys ! )  

On ly 9 of our 6 9  pupi ls  d id not get 5 GCSEs a t  C o r  above and three 
of these achieved 4 Cs or better; a lthough  i t  i s  right to celebrate our " best 
g rades" ,  it is r ight to pay tr ibute to those students who worked so hard to get 
the best g rades they could . Our Mathematics results were qu i te outstand ing .  
89% of  a l l  g rades were at C or above; there were on ly 7 D grades, a nd 
no-one got an E, F, G or U grade. I n  H istory, students achieved 9 A * 

26 I 71uv 5 WfoycUcvvv 

87 
65.5 
78.2 

1 00 
1 00 
1 00 

g rades, 9 As and 4 Bs, and 
everyone passed GCSE French -
3 A *s ,  6 Bs and 2 Cs. Music 
results had no grades below C,  in a 
set made up of 4 A * s, 6 As, 4Bs a nd 
1 C There were 1 6  A * s in Rel ig ious 
Studies and 8 A * s i n  Statistics, a newly 
offered GCSE this year, which en joyed 
a 9 1  % pass rate. Our new triple 
science option a lso proved to 
be successfu l ,  with a l l  
students ach ieving 
three sciences at 
C or better. 



A Level 
Our A level results saw 45% 
of all grades at A or B, very 
much in line with our rolling 
average over the last five 
years - itself an impressive 
achievement. 

3 1  stu�nts took 84 exam inations and achieved 
a 97.6% rate . Jenny Guy and Henry Grigg each 
had 3 A grades, Tom Podd 2 As and a B. Eng l ish 
results were particularly i mpressive with 5 of the 6 
students ach ieving an  A g rade, a nd one a B .  There 

Media 
Success 

Sibford pupi ls have gained outstanding 
resu lts in Media, with three students scoring 

some of the highest overal l  marks in  the country. 
Jack Neig hbour and Henry Grigg both received an A grade i n  

thei r  Med ia : Commun ication and Production A Level . . .  with results 
that place them in the e l i te top 1 0  of the 602 students who sat the 

exam nationwide. Meanwh i le ,  lian na Pim gained a top 1 0  l isti ng at 
AS Leve l .  Out of 1 002 cand idates she achieved one of the h ighest 

results overa l l .  

The. l1I-e.diC\ CO'tArse. C\ffows (j0'tA to e.xpc\1'ld (j0'tAr sl<l ffs 

i1'l C\ wide. rC\1'l(}'e. ot- C\Y"e.C\s, l1'lci'tAdi1'l(t or(}'c\1'lIt;C\tio1'l 
C\1'ld ot- co'tArse. . . .  il1l-C\(}'i1'lC\tio1'l .  ::L d01'l 't fki1'l1< tkC\t 

c\1'l(j otke.r S'tA1(je.ct C\ffows (j0'tA to be. so t-fe.xlbfe.) I t  
Y"e.C\ff)t doe.s ke.fp (j0'tA to pfC\(j to (j0'tAr she.1'l(}'tkS . 

::L tki1'l1< tke. be.st pC\rt is C\ t t/A.e. e.1'ld ot- e.C\ck 

(je.C\r C\1'ld tki1'll<i1'l�, 'wow . . . ::L did tkC\t . . .  
C\ 1'l(1 i t 's 1'lot kC\f t- bC\d . '  

• Jack Neighbour, Y r  1 3  

A wovd of vavtlorl - rYlak1� a pVO�rYlrYle.. i� fVrl, bvt do 
riot be.. foole..d, the..ve.. i� a lot of wovlc. trtvolve..dl 

• Henry Grigg, Yr 1 3  

was a lso a strong success for Media Studies students. Two 
of the e ight cand idates - Jack Neighbour and Henry Grigg -
had A grades which place them i n  the top 1 0  results i n  the 
country. lian na Pim achieved the same accolade in her AS media 
exami nation . 

This year, the school entered three Yr 1 1  GCSE students for thei r  
Business Studies AS exami nation . Alexandra Jard i ne  and Tom Roger were 
awarded A grades; E l i nor H i rst a B grade . 

• Michael Goodwin - Head 
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Th� """ • Un" when To", p,""", '<!U=h on a ,."""" .ne"'COn 
th· � ny Skeaoh finally M . moan, "' __ dOWn. Ha �uJd ,_ up ID """y ''''''''. 

In July IS year a 

d headband. _ .. and _OU. 'IM"" ,uppo,,". Mob". " no, " 

laid dawn his chalk/while boar 
wo""o d .. "", .. To"" bu, "yoU �"' [0""" yo�,.tl ,,",w •• n 'he 

' t ball and Tony you either shouted 'let ' or risked being steamrollered. 

marker/data prolec or. 

Bo�how _ ""lli • __ . Tony began teaching in the Scienc
� Department at Sibford in 1 974 an 

d ·  h ·  34 years of service a lso unng IS 

ff . ber of House Sta In became a mem . His N en Penn and Field ing.  ans I 

df . 1 I  . I· b·I I ·,ty and stea astness WI qU iet re la 
h I . d Thank you Tony for your e P, be greatly mlsse . 

f th ears - here are a ew dedication and support ov
�

r e y 
best memories fro,m those who now you . 

Some of Tony's instructions 
to the Science Technicians: 

. . without checking with me • NEVER th row anyth ing away " 
fi rst that it is OK to do so . 

. nt ou threw out 1 0  years ago • That piece of equlpme 
f �ust/mou ld/biological g rowth (with the 3 I nch layer 

0 the most important piece of on it/in it) IS undoubtedl
", ht for the faculty and I use scientific equ ipment ever oug 

it at least once every term . 
. . . b the correct scientific term . . .  • Always cal l  equ ipment y 

h h cal l i t  thi ngy with the h ··t the w atc ama Where is t e oop or . k wheelie thing ! ! ! ! ! ! !  h I . Where is the dc ety o es I n .  

, Science Technicians • Di Howes/ Alison Jarvls -

Brian HoII,day • (Teacher at S,bford 1 974·2006 and still working here part time) 
We decided upon leaVing the pub that a walk V1a 'Oddies'  in the 

crisp moonlight would be eXhilarating. The temperature had fallen 
to below zero and What had been snow had turned to sheet ice _ 

helped by Sibford pupils sledging during the da.y. We negotiated the 
hill on all fours, crawling and sliding all the wa.y in fits of laUghter. 

Stuan Hedley • (Teacher and Housemaster 1 97 / .2003) Tony and I intel'V1ewed pupils fOlloWing a theft at the tuck shop. 
The pupils were being evasive; Tony stopped them in their tracks 

sa,ytng that he had finger printed the area and Was about to phone 
the POlice · cOnfessions flew at this pOint. Tony is a master at keeping a straight face when intenogating PUpils! 

Magg.e Guy Deputy Head Some frutt had been remOVed :trom the bowl of frutt set up in the art rOOm for a st1ll life exam. Tony gave a grave warning during Morning 
Meeting that anyone who had eaten this frutt shOuld report to Slster 

in the San immediately as the frutt had been inJected With a 
POisonous preservative. The Culprits were qUickly found! Mike Wollerton (Teacher and Housemaster 1 964-200 1 )  Tony came into Reception obV1ously very :trUstrated by 

something/someone and proceeded to lie on the floor and wave his 
arms and legs in the air imitating a dying fly. Unfortunately, just at this moment a prospective family Walked in! (The pupil st1ll jOined the School!) 

Wendy Finch Academic Administrator During one of Tony's memorable leSsons he announced 'OK all of 
you; I don't Want any meSSing about toda.y because its Chicken pie for dinner and I DON'T Want to be late'. We all knew he Was totally serious. 

ROben Riven (Ex-pupl/) Everyone has benefited :trom Tony's devotion to the Sibford School 
COmmunity. Every school needs a Tony, and there are generations of 

Sibfordians Who W1ll remember him With fondness and gratltude. Mike and Penny SprIng Head of Art and Head of English 





�'U..s.sia 
£ngland is very different to Russia. £ngland relies on its traditions 
while Russia is less strict about them. When you come to 
England you notice straightaway how different it is. When 

1 first came to England 1 had massive problems 
charging my mobile phone because English plugs 

are absolutely different to oursl 

If you want to visit Russia one day, especially 
in winter, don't forget to take a warm coat because 

sometimes the temperature gets lower than -35CI Russia is very famous for 
its art and design, food and many different things 1 We also have very good 
theatres, where you can See many famous plays and operas. St. t'etersburg 
is famous for its galleries and architecture. 1 come from Moscow, the 
capital of Russia. 1 like that it is a big city and you can find everything 
in it. I've been to London foul' times already and found a lot of 
similarities between London and Moscow. The bUildings are pretty 
similar but most Russian houses are much higher than in London. If 
you go to Russia don't forget to visit Moscow because there Me a lot of 
interesting places there and 1 promise you, you won't get boredl 

• Sacha Bolsunovskiy, Yr 9 

I:raZl 
Somebody told me a story of her 
friend. She said 'I had a friend and 
his father came into an awful lot of 
money and he told his son he could do 
whatever he wanted. My friend decided 

to travel around the wodd and when he 
came back to £ngland 1 asked him which 

country do you like the most?' 
lie always said 'Iran'. 1 know anyone who reads this 

article has different ideas about Iran and I'm sure most of them are 
wrong. for e�ample. I've heard from manY"people in England that they think we live in the desert 
or we are the same as Arabs or Iran isn't a safe place. j\fow 1 want to write about the real Iran. 

The capital city of Iran is Tehran and Tehran is three times bigger than London and there are lots of high 
bUildings with modern architecture and the view of Tehran by night is absolutely fantastic. When 1 first came to England the 
weather was snowing and everyone asked me 'have you ever seen snow before?, But they didn't know how cold and snowy Iran is in 
winter. Some parts of Iran, like the north of Iran, is like £ngland with lots of green trees, but the other parts are even better 
England with lots of high mountains. Some people think Iran is like Iraq or Saudi Arabia and women weal' a veil an 
faces ·liowever in Iran there are many sorts of people, but this is true - people need to weal' scarves or long jackets. Some people 
Iranians ride camels but they don't know we drive posh cars. 1 hope this has changed your view of my country. 

• Mohammad Ali Mohebbian, Yr 1 1  

There are lots of differences between China and £ngland. Let's talk about the government -
there is only the Communist party in China and all of China is controlled by the Communist 
party of China, inclUding the government, the army and the media. t'eople in China can never 

talk about the politics of China, even on the internet. They have no freedom of speech In 
england, there is more than one party controlling hrliament, 1 think that can make the 

decisions much fairer than in China. everyone has freedom of speech which means everyone 
can say what they want· In £ngland people can elect the people they want· 

Although China is not perfect and there are still thousands and thousands of pool' people, it's 
working really hard and keeps developing. j\fow China has become the 'wodd factory', most things are made in China, it's very easy to find 

goods which are made in China all over the wodd, but if you want to buy some goods 
which are made in the U.K, you have to spend qUite a lot of time even in £ngland. 

':rai�aZl 
When 1 arrived in £ngland 1 found it difficult to talk with £nglish people but 

after a year 1 had made many good friends and went to many different 
places and 1 found many differences between £ngland and my country. 

first of 61.11 1 want to talk about the food. The food here is a 
problem for me. 1 don't like the fact that people eat potatoes every 

day, 24 hours a dayl Also 1 don't like baked beans, because they 
look disgusting, and so 1 have never tried them. The fish and 

chips are horrible. because they are too greasy and 1 don't like the 

• Guiming Zhang, Yr 9 

smell. In Taiwan there are many delicious foods, like Clay oven 1'01ls, 
fried bread sticks, fried leek dumplings, rice and vegetable 1'O1l oyster 

omelet, Sweet potato ice ..... for e�ampk but the most important things is you can buy food 24 
hours a dayl 1 always want to eat hot food at midnight and 1 don't cook because I'm la�yl 

Secondly, nature. In £ngland you can see trees everywhere but in Taiwan you can't, because 
there are too many people and no more space to plant. liere every house has got a big garden 

and you can do gardening, but in Taiwan we don't have that much space to 
have a garden. In Taiwan the weather is too hot and also the ail' is quite dirty, 

but here the weather is very comfortable and the ail' is very clean. 

finally, 1 think £nglish people are very kind and very friendly and they like to help people 
Chinese people are also helpful but English people never feel annoyed and they always smile. 

So 1 feel England is quite a good place! 

• Vick Huang,Yr 1 2  

�oZlg KoZlg 
I've been to £ngland lots of times but 1 grew up in liong Kong. 

1 wasn't even born the first time 1 came to £ngland because 1 was still inside my mother. 

1 love £ngland very much but at first 1 hated the food. I've got used to it now but 1 still prefer 
Chinese food. Also, 1 can't see the Sun every day like 1 can in liong Kong. In liong Kong 1 live in a 

house with my family but here 1 live in a boarding house with 30 other boys. 1 have lots of friends 
and lots of freedom in the boarding house. 1 can do lots of things that 1 like but 1 don't break the rules. 

The teachers are much better here because they pay attention to the students and they are really kind. If 
1 have the chance, 1 would like to continue studying in £ngland. 1 would like to go to university here. 1 think the 

environment is better for studying in England and 1 will have much more freedom than in liong Kong. 1 think 1 take after my father 
because he studied here too for many years. Although my £nglish was not very good when 1 first arrived, 1 think it is getting better. 

This is because 1 have to speak English every day, all day. 1 think this is the happiest time 1 have ever had at school. 

• Kevin Yeung, Yr 1 0  
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o ym p ics ,  S i bfo rd Sty e !  
(AKA Activi t ies Week :  2 3 rd - 27th J u ne 200 8 )  0 , 
The Bei j i ng Olym pics was chosen th is year as the theme for Activit ies Week. 

Pup i l  g roups were na med after various countries due to take pa rt i n  the Olympics : 

Japan ,  Ch i na ,  South Africa , Ghana,  and Uganda . 

During the week pupi ls looked at 
h istorical Chinese characters, studied the 
cou ntries taking part in  the Olympics, 
took part in  some ancient Olympic sports, 
cooked a meal for an ath lete, learnt 
some trad itiona l Ch inese dance moves, 
took part in sessions of Tae Kwondo and 
Yoga and had a chance to lea rn some 
very basic Mandari n taught by our  
overseas students .  The majority of Year  9 
spent the week i n  Normandy extending 
thei r knowledge and stud ies of the 2nd 
World War for H istory. The rema in i ng 
Yea r  9 and a l l  of Year  8 did some team 
bU i ld ing exercises whi lst Year  7 took part 
in a science workshop. 

One g roup had a day out at You lbury 
Activity Centre near Oxford where they 
had the opportun ity to do some crate 
stacki ng ,  a rchery, absei l ing and zi p wi re .  
The pupi ls had 0 lot of fun and many 
considered this the h igh l ight of the week .  
We hope that th is  week opened pupi ls '  
eyes to new cultures . We know they had 
g reat fun and a lthough it was a break 
from the normal curricu lum we are sure 
that they learnt some va luable extra 
cu rricu lar  lessons .  

• Iona Smith 
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Hockey 
This season Sibford was represented by two junior 

teams and a senior team who competed on a 

regular basis. All the girls showed great 

enthusiasm and sportsmanship and have 

represented the school to a high standard. 

The U 1 3  team showed great determi nation and 
played exceptiona l ly wel l with some fantastic 
i nd ividual performances from Bernadette Wagerfield 
and E l l ie Carr-Sm ith . The g i rls have shown a strong 
commitment towards the sport and have 
demonstrated a good understand ing of the game . 

The U 1 5  team secured good wins in some very 
t ight games demonstrating fluent attacking play and 
very s l ick defend ing .  Lucy P lant showed g reat 
strength and tactical awareness in  defence and 
l i n ked wel l  with Evie Lovel l  i n  Midfield who 
distri buted the ba l l  wel l . Ju l iet O'Connor has 
shown continuous improvement in a str iking role 
and managed to grab the team a couple of 
match winn ing goals 

The Senior Girls had a successfu l undefeated 
season . Fantastic capta incy ski l l s  from Jenny Guy 
and Georg ie Pratt kept the tea m motivated and 
determi ned to succeed . The g i rls worked very 
wel l  as a team a nd showed strength in both 
attack and defence with goa l keeper Louise 
Attley on form to keep the opposition at bay. 
Some relentless performa nces from Ti mna 
Freeman ,  Katie Boyd and Pippa Guy put the 
team i n  good stead for next season . 

• Shelley Jarvis 

'. 

Footba 
2 1  matches were played 

(8 matches had to be cancelled 

due to poor weather) resulting in 

9 wins and 1 2  defeats. 

Fol lowing a competitive start 
against Ki ngham by the jun ior 
teams (Under 1 2 's won 3-2 , 
Under 1 4's lost 2-3 ) a l l  teams 
suffered defeat against strong 
opposition from Cokethorpe and 
Akeley Wood . Results were 
m ixed for most of the teams for the 
remainder of the season with the 
exception of the 1 st XI who won 
4 of thei r last 5 games. The 
2008 1 st XI team worked hard to 
play with a control led pass ing 
style and were successful i n  this, 
for the most part , enterta in i ng 
those watch ing with a 
combination of flowing passi ng 
a nd commi tted effort i n  defence. 

• Dan Pigott 



Rug by 
This season included some very good results, especially for the 

1 st Xv, including victories over Bloxham, BGN and Kineton 

High and a close fought draw with Cokethorpe. 

A number of our Year  7 pupi ls showed a good dea l of promise 
and played for our U 1 3 's . The U 1 4 's  salvaged a s l ightly 
d isappointi ng season with an excel lent wi n over Kingham H i l l .  
Ou r  U 1 5 's were perhaps our most successful tea m of the year 
with victories agai nst Rendcombe Col lege, Ki neton H igh ,  
BGN and Kingham H i l l .  

A number of Year  1 3 students have represented the school 
with d isti nction over the past seven years; Tom Smith ,  Matt 
Weston, Jonathan Wi l l iams,  Ma rk Catl i n  and Tom Podd a l l  made 
a huge contri bution to rugby at S ibford - we wish them wel l  for 
the futu re . 

• Simon Chard 

Rug by 7's 
This year Mark Catlin and I were responsible 

for organising the Sibford Rugby 7's 

tournament. 

We were both keen to take on this responsib i l ity 
as part of our A2 Business Studies. We 
managed to get 1 4  different schools to 
participate and raised £650 i n  sponsorsh ip .  

HaVi ng to possibly postpone or cancel the event 
due bad weather conditions, we were 
eventua l ly able to go ahead and it was a lovely 
day. Sibford entered 2 teams and they both 
performed extremely wel l .  However, this year 
the tournament was won by Winchester 
House School . 

• Richard Gray, Yr 1 3  



The Countryside and Environment / Horticulture Report . . .  

What does it take to achieve 

a Silver Eco Award? 
After achieving the Eco Schools Bronze Award in 2007 we focussed our energy 

on sustainability and reducing our schools environmental footprint and set 

our Sights on the Silver Eco Award which we achieved in August 2008 ! 
We are now working towards the coveted Green Flag Award . .  but here are just 

some of the things we did this past year . . .  

Year 1 2  students walking across acres of rubbish. 

Harry Dent and Emily Leonard 
researching the recycling facilities at 
Alkerton. 

Recycling ink jet cartridges 
Tom Marks , Harry Dent , Emily Leonard and Harry Petrie took 

on the task of recycling the ink jet cartridges, which had been 

collected from all of the schools computers for a year. They 

sorted and packaged them and then sent them off to a recycling 

company who will refurbish and refill them and sell them on, 

thus reduc.ing the number of cartridges going to landfill. They 

also managed to raise £209 by doing this . 

Well done team! 

Systems are now in place for all students and staff to recycle 

waste paper, ink jet cartridges and computer equipment . 

Countryside and Environment students ready to 
post off the cartridges for recycling. 
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Harry Petrie sorting out the inkiet 
cartridges. 

Reduce, Re-use, Recycle 
Year 1 2  Countryside and 

Environment students visited 

Alkerton Landfill Site in May to 

look at the ways in which they 

can reduce, re-use and recycle 

our household waste. They were 

horrified to see the volume of 

waste that was being buried in 

the landfill site. On returning to 

school they were determined to 

improve our systems . 

Year 1 1  students - Alessandra Lee Holman and 
Michael Aris emptying their recycling bin. 

Recycling Paper 
All waste paper in school is 

recycled! 

Every classroom and office now 

has a recycling bin to collect 

waste paper and card. It is taken 

out to the recycling bins on 

Fridays where it is collected by 

the council and turned back into 

more paper . . . .  



George Stephenson 
harvesting onions. 

Growing 
Organically 
AB part of the City and 

Guilds Horticulture course , 

students have been growing 

and harvesting organic 

vegetables, fruit and 

flowers .  They have taken 

these home to share with 

their family and friends , and 

are lucky enough to have 

learned the skills to enable 

them to ' grow 

their own' in the 

future. 

Year 1 1  Horticulture 
group with some of the 
delicious organic 
vegetables that they 
have harvested. 

Tree Planting 
Year 7 pupils celebrated 

National Tree planting 

week in December. Each 

pupil planted a native tree 

on the 

conservation 

area, which 

they will 

nurture 

during their 

time at 

school. 

Global partnerships 

Harry Petrie, Yr 1 2  
and Year 7 pupils 
tree planting. 

Fair trade 
The school celebrated Fair 

Trade fortnight in February 

with a series of events led 

by the Sixth Form People 

and Planet Group . 

We had a Fair Trade lunch 

with the most amazing 

banoffee pie, made with, yes, 

you've got it, Fair Trade 

bananas . 

Fair Trade Fridays - The 

Fair Trade Cafe run by sixth form is open in the 

dining room every Friday at break time. 

Maintaining Biodiversity in 
the school grounds -

Renovating the Schools 
wildlife pond. 
AB part of their BTEC Course 

Year 1 2  Countryside and 

Environment students have 

spent all year managing and 

maintaining the conservation 

area within the school grounds. 

Along with the school's 

gardening team they set about 

the task of renovating and 

relining the very leaky 

wildlife pond. 

The pond is now completed 

and is teeming with life. 

A great success! 

Top: Replacing the liner. 
Middle: Emily Leonard planting water irises. 
Bottom: The renovated pond in May. 

Angy Bovill and Maggie Guy have forged strong links this year with our 

partner school Mbarara Preparatory school in Uganda. They travelled to 

Mbarara in October 200 7 ,  the proj ect's aim is to promote sustainability in 

schools and to share good practice. We set up a weather station for their 

pupils to enable them to monitor the weather and share their data with 

us. We planted trees in their school grounds and enj oyed seeing their 

organic vegetable gardens. 

Three of their teachers visited us in March, they planted trees with 

our students and taught them how to make liquid fertilisers. 

Left: Making Liquid Manure for the tomatoes. 
Top right: Sixth form students Tree planting with our 
partner school. 
Middle right: Cleophas. 
Bottom right: Winnie, Headteacher of Mbarara 
school with Tom Marks and Harry Petrie. 
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Our Summer Jazz Concert was a complete sell-out days 
before the actual event (eat your heart out Glastonbury) and 

as the audience began to fill the Oliver Studio anticipation 
of an evening of wonderful music mounted: an evening 

made possible only due to the dedication and energy of 
Matt Platt. Personal highlights were Jack Davies' 'If You' ll 
Excuse Me', Amy Spring and Poppy Tibbetts singing 'Both 

Sides Now', Chris Corless' version of Elton John's 'Saturday Night', Tom 
Smith's 'Sweet Child of Mine' and the fantastic brass section (Hugo Catton, 

Josh Hall, Romilly Wells and Michael Aris) with their rendition of the Starsky 
and Hutch Theme tune. The evening came to a close with the last Sibford 

performance from the renowned House Band: Ulysses Wells, 
Ed Coyte and Tom Daley completely captivated 

us with their professional performance. 



Our new Maci ntosh computers have rea l ly earned 
their place i n  the Painti ng Stud io th is year. 
We have a lways considered digital art as a means 
rather than an end in the realms of fine art, but I am 
increasingly seeing their appl ications in  the 
production of fin ished pieces of artwork. 
Oz Ridsdale (Yr 1 2) came up with a striki ng 
response to the notion of maternity, by applying a 
series of computer generated and manipulated 
images to a cast of a pregnant torso - powerfu l 
stuff. Even traditional approaches to pai nting 
have been a ided and i nspired by taking 
orig inal artwork into a nd out of computer 
software such as Photoshop and Painter. 
Emi ly Gerrard's (Yr 1 2) study of churches, 
bells and stained g lass was enhanced by 
the abi l ity to layer a number of images 
together in order to create a composition . 

Those who prefer to work without the aid 
of modern technology have maintained the 
Artschool's 'crie de coeur' : DRAW-DRAW­
DRAW. Jenny Barton's (Yr 1 2) exploration of 
the i l lustrative styles of artists, who have chosen 
to draw for ch i ldren, resulted in an exquisite 
document charting the l ife and work of such 
names as EH Shepherd, Beatrix Potter and 
Roger Hargreaves. I n  a simi lar, but very d ifferent 
vein ,  Matt Hunsley (Yr 1 2) explored the 
development of postwar comic str ip, whi le Bobby Tann 's examination of the 
contemporary' style of comic-str ip art brought us right up to date. There is no 
better way of engaging with art than  by seeing the original works, and better sti l l ,  
by tal king to the artist. This coup was pul led off by Sabrina Andrew (Yr 1 2) when 
she chose to make a personal i nvestigation i nto the work of watercolour artist Don 
Hoskin ,  who happens to be her grandfather. Pen and ink  have been the basic 

tools of the trade for graphic artists for centuries, and an 
i nvestigation into the wealth of variety with i n  that genre 
formed the backbsme of Eve Hazlett's (Yr 1 3 ) investigation . The subiect 
title "Peal" led Heather Kensett (Yr 1 2) into the bizarre world of 
anatomical d rawings and the h ideous flayed bodies of Von Hagens. 

Years 7 to 1 1 have covered such d iverse subiects as Pop Art, 
The Fauves, Cubism, The Camden Town Group, The Omega 
Workshops, Panamanian mola designs, Henry Moore and cartoons. 
We are delighted that John Lendis is now establ ished i n  h is studio 
in the art school .  We are all busy keeping the Sibford creativity 
banner flying h igh .  

Mike Spring 



Th is yea r 2 3  GCSE students prod uced work 
that demonstrated both or ig i na l i ty of des ign  
and  a love of  the i r  work .  Anyone who saw 
the exh i bi t ion cou ld not fa i l  to be i m pressed . 

Items on display included a beautiful 'Tea set' based on 
'AI ice in Wonderland' made completely in fabric by Connie 
Foster-Hal l ;  the study of 'Art i n  Fashion' produced an 
outstanding response from Katie Boyd with her 'skirt', based 
on the Rocco period; Rachel Greene's, 'The Garden' and 
Georgia Chalky's wedding dress to mention a few 

1 5  A: Level students demonstrated excellent technical 
and manipulative ski l ls which together with the passion they 
have for the subject helped them produce origi nal work of 
a high standard .  Topics this year i ncluded 'Music 
influencing Textiles' by Miki Arai and 'Sea Sand and 
Relaxation' by Richard Gray - very original pieces where 
a m ixed media approach had been applied .  
Year 1 3  texti le students have not only excelled in  their 
own A: Level work but, through their passion and 
creativity, inspired, advised and helped other members 
of the school . 

On Open Day we displayed Year 1 0  work, 
including the excellent graffiti style work of Paddy 
Mafham, the detailed observational drawing and 
creative thoughts of Beth Birbeck as well as the 
creative endeavours of Year 8 and 9 who have 

worked on fabric and s i lk painting as embellishment 
for cushions and T-Shirts . 

Sibford students use their talents, enjoy their 
work and always strive to push the boundaries of 
creativity with fabrics; working i n  a 
highly stimulating and ever 

changing teaching 
environment results in some 

wonderful work 
from our Texti les 

• Lesley Norlon 





Worki  ng togethe r  
The retu rn of the jo in t  magazi ne 

Dear Old Scholars, 

You should a l l  have received the new-style 
Newsletter which was despatched last Apri l .  
The response we have received has been very 
encourag ing ,  and most members appear to want 
the Newsletter a nd the Joint Magazine .  The 
Newsletter is desig ned to keep a pace of SOSA 
news. The great th ing about the 'S ibford ian '  is that 
it keeps everybody right up to speed with a l l  that is 
going on at the School as wel l  has hear ing news 
of old scholars. We have two in teresting articles 
and several profi les of old scholars. We very much 
hope that you wil l  have en joyed read ing it . Please 
let us have your feed back - it wou ld be very 

Margaret She/ley 

welcome and it mea ns that we can lea rn how you are reacti ng to the new system . 
You can a lso have your say at the SOSA AGM which is to be held on Sunday 26th 
October at the Annual  Reunion .  We need your i nput in how the Association should 
be moving forwa rd . Much work has been done a l ready. We are anxious to improve 
our l i nes of com mun ications .  

Margaret Shel ley, our cu rrent President wi l l  be del ighted to meet up with you then .  

Christine & Ion  Weatherhead & Mike Finch, 
Magazine/Newsletter Editorial Team 

. _ -- -----­
-.-- - --
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SOSA 
CONTACTS 
GENERAL ENQUIRIES 

Paul Frampton, 

General Secretary 

pauLframpton@hythemv.co.uk 

tel 02380 846 1 1 0  

MEMBERSHIP / ADDRESS LIST 

Edd Frost, Membership 

Secretary 

edd@eddfrost.com 

tel 0 1 295 8 1 088 1 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Russell Steed, Treasurer 

jruss@steed4.fsnet.co.uk 

tel 0 1 2 1  7074720 

REUNION DETAILS 

Nick Ben nett 

nickreevebennelt@btinternet.com 
tel 0 1 379 672901 

NEWSLETTER/JOINT MAGAZINE 

Mike Finch 

wisteria06@tiscali.co.uk 

tel 07871 447686 

UPCOMING EVENT 

SOSA Annual Reunion 
Fri 24th to Sun 26th Od 
Please ensure that you contact 
N ick Bennett beforehand to 
confirm current dates and times . 



N i nety yea rs ago 
N i nety yea rs ago at the 1 1 th hour  on the 1 1 th day of the 1 1 th month 1 9 1  8 ,  
the 'wa r  to end a l l  wa rs' ca me to a n  end . Very l i tt le i s  written a bout how S i bford fa red 

d u ri ng that tem pestuous ti me, and  how the pup i l s  l ived and worked . . .  

However we've found an article 

written in 1935 by an old scholar who 

was a child at Sibford between August 

1 1 th 1 9 14 and June 1 9th 1 9 1 7. Her 

name was Theodora Shepherd, who 

came from Birmingham. She 

describes her time at the School in 

what was a very different world. It is 

a fascinating 'eye witness' account of 

a lost time .... 

"I fi rst entered Sibford School in August 
1 9 1 4  and leh in' 1 9 1 7, my 
recollections of schooldays spent there 
are naturally inseparable from memories 
of the earlier part of the Great War. I 
a rrived at Sibford just aher the outbreak 
of war. It was 0 hot day, and to hear 
some of the parents shouting cheerfu l ly 
"see you at Christmas" os the tra in 
steamed out of the station, (Snow Hi l l ,  
Birmingham) mode the holidays seem 
very far away. From Banbury I travelled 
to Sibford in 0 wagonette. I asked what 
one did fi rst on reach ing the School and 
was told to "bog 0 bed and 0 desk ! "  
Al l parcels were to be held i n  the leh 
hand on arriva l ,  to enable one to shake 
hands with James Harrod , the 
Headmaster. " 

" I  slept in the fi rst form dorm itory and 
three other new girls beside me were 
put i nto the Th ird Form . Dorothy Roberts 
leh aher 1 8 months, but the others "" 
Louisa Squi re & Margaret McCal lum al l  
stayed on and leh when I did. The 
mistresses in the first year were Miss 
Wilkinson, Miss Chi ld, Miss Ecroyd and 
Miss Reynolds, and 0 student teacher 
Miss Wil l is . The masters were James 
Thorpe, Mr Perry and R.TWhite. During 
the difficult times because of the war, 
other teachers who fol lowed were Miss 
Moore, Miss Glaister and Miss Mil lard, 
Mr Pugmire, Mr Davis , Mr Mil ler, Mr 

Barnet and Frank Parki n .  Some of the 
mole staff were Conscientious Objectors 
l i ke James Thorpe who was away for 
some of the time working with the 
Friends Ambulance Unit. Mabel Harrod 
took some classes which she mode 
i ntensely interesti ng, and sometimes 
come into the classroom with the baby 
(May Harrod) on her back! My first 
lesson was singing in the Gym . "  

" I  was very homesick for the fi rst 
year or so, but even then there were 
compensations - does anyth ing else in  
l ife ever equal the th ri l l  of  the lost 
morning of one's first term? The second 
term was the worst, and I find that old 
scholars from other schools agree with 
me. One is sti l l  0 "new kid" and treated 
os such, while the novelty of the 'new 
l ife' has worn off Our terms in those 
days contained more than twentyone 
weeks . "  

"Suppl ies of fish apparently foi led 
aher only one fish d inner (which I 
enjoyed ! ) .  Unfortunately I did not l ike 
treacle, and this was 0 commodity that 
appeared at every meal - with one 
exception when there hod been 0 

James and Mabel Harrad, Heads of Sibford 
1 906 - 1 930. 

blizzard and it was missing from 
breakfast. Butter gave way to Margar ine 
toward the end of my fi rst year. Once 
we were told to take only one potato for 
dinner, and another time only one piece 
of bread.  Bread eating between games 
and lessons in winter, and sometimes 
supper in summer ohen hod to be 
missed . I real enjoyed 'blanket pudding' 
( l i ke suet pudding or 'spotted dick') on 0 

Saturday and we enjoyed bread and 
hot m i l k  at winter teas. We only hod tea 
to drink on three days 0 week but we 
always hod mi lk to drink  at breakfast 
except on Sundays . The mi lk supply 
stopped for 0 whole fortn ight in the early 
days of the war. Tuesday's "slosh" for 
tea was 0 favourite, and it was always 
called by that name. It was probably 
minced apple. Other fruits were 
sometimes added in the summer 
months. " 

"We were al lowed to spend one 
(old) penny 0 week on sweets at the 
School and sometimes more on fruit if 
our parents approved . During my lost 
term we went without stockings, except 
for Meeti ng, owing to the difficulty of 
obtain ing mending wool, but the fashion 
become popular and continued aher the 
war, in the summer at any rote . "  

"When the School Committee come, 
the Lower IVth hod meals in  the 
Cookery room, os their table was used 
os on  addition to "top-table"- where 011 
the senior staff sot. Those of us in the 
Upper IVth who hod the honour of 
waiting on the Committee, hod the 
some kind of meal aherwards which we 
greatly appreciated ! I hod this pleasure 
on my fiheenth bi rthday. " 

"Windows hod to be darkened to 
prevent l ight shOWing, particularly during 
my lost year. Once when I slept in top 
bedroom - Restholme (The Manor 



House attic) , Miss Reynolds rushed into 
the room i n  an excited manner 
exclaiming that our l ight could be seen 
al l  the way to the 'The Gate Hangs 
High ! '  Mr Harrod read the news to us 
between courses at d inner; chiefly war 
news . In our final year we used to work 
for war victims. When the senior gi rls 
worked for the Bedford Institute, Mrs 
Bourne who l ived in Home Close 
opposite the School, i nvited them i nto 
her lovely house once a fortn ight. She let 
them l isten to the gramophone and I 
remember a popular song of the time 
'little Grey Home i n  the West. '  " 

"We witnessed only a tiny Old 
Scholars' Reunion in 1 9 1 6  due to the 
wartime restrictions, when it was d ifficult 
to get to Sibford . We did, however 
have many distinguished visitors, chiefly 
lecturers to come and talk to us on 
various subjects . If the lecturer gave their 
talk on a Saturday evening they would 
ohen stay over and took Sunday 
Evening Meeting .  Occasionally one or 
two of the scholars themselves (boys) 
would g ive a lecture . "  

"We enjoyed our half-term Social's 
(party's) which were usually held in the 
Gym .  We a lso had picnics at ha lf-term 
to such places as Compton Wynyates, 
Whichford Woods and Edge Hi l l . .  We 
never went home at half-term in  those 
days . "  

"The half-term celebrations sometimes 
took place over the Easter period . At 
Easter 1 9 1 7, the Old Scholars held their 
Reunion . Some had to hurry back home 
because of their wartime work. Eggs 
were provided on Easter Sunday 
although on one occasion it was only 
possible through the generosity of one of 
the parents. One Easter, mottoes were 
written on the eggs in pencil, and we 
were supposed to learn them before 
eating the egg !  We generally had only 
two eggs a year. Aher Easter the second 
egg came on the last morning of the half 
year. These were unforgettable times . "  

Compiled and abridged from an  article written 
for the 1 935 Old Scholars' Magazine. 



Catching u p  with old fr iends ... 
We hove managed to col lect 0 few profi les from some old schola rs os to what they hove 

been doing s i nce they left S i bford 

Edd frost and 
his da.ughter 

Daisy ' 
Since leaving Sibford in 1 990 
I continued in further education and 

spent several years at Newark 

Technical Col lege, firstly with a Music 

Industry Studies course and then a 

piano tun ing and repair course. 

At the same t ime I had started 
working ,  playing drums in a fol k  rock 
group. I n  1 997 music became the 
main feature in my l ife and a fu l l  t ime 
role, which between trave l l i ng ,  meant 
I had a series of local jobs which 

I left Sibford two years ago (2006) 
after completing my A levels. 

Si bford gave me a hea lthy batch of 
A levels which I was very pleased 
with . I appl ied and gained a place to 
do an Art and Design Foundation 
course at Warwicksh i re Col lege 
which I passed with d isti nction . 
Whi lst there I appl ied for Graphic 
Design/Visual Commun ication deg ree 
courses at five un iversities. Al l  five 
un ivers ities, after i nterview, offered me 
a place on their degree course. 

Aher much consideration ,  I chose 
to go to UWE (Un iversity of the West 
of England) i n  Bristol , to study for a 
BA (Hons) in Graphic Desig n .  I have 
thorough ly enjoyed my fi rst year at 

gave me the f inancial support I 
needed to survive. One year I was a 
ch i ldren 's TV presenter worki ng for 
Carlton television . Working with the 
band enabled me to travel to parts of 
the world I never thought I would visit; 
Large parts of Europe, Hong Kong 
and the east coast of the Un i ted States 
became frequent desti nations . 

I n  2002 I married Sophie who is 
a lso from Adderbury, the Vi l lage 
where I grew up and where we now 
l ive . The music l i festyle stopped and 
became more of a hobby. I n  2006 
we had a daughter Daisy - a l ife 
changing experience, but very much 
for the better. We can't remember 
what our l ives were l i ke before ! 

Currently I have a position at 
Winchester House Prep School i n  
Brackley where I am tra in i ng to 
become a teacher. Aga i n  an  
experience I thought I wou ld never 
bear witness to . I have once again 
become used to school l i fe and am 
enjoying it immensely. 

I rea l ly en joyed my t ime at Si bford 

Un ivers ity a nd cannot bel ieve that it 
has gone so qU ickly. 

Being away from home was 
strange at fi rst but I am en joying the 
independence. We have learnt 
a l lsorts throughout the year from 
tradit ional bookbinding through to 
interactive med ia .  I am currently back 
home for the summer break .  

All this would not have been 
possible without Sibford and my many 
happy years there. It's a big wide world 
out there and friends and relationships 
forged at Sibford have supported me i n  
al l  my ups and downs. 

• Holly Boulter 

and hold it tota l ly responsible for the 
love of music and the arts in  general 
that I have always had . I t was such a 
great place to express "one's self" , 
and I feel the l i fe ski l l s  I learnt whi lst 
there played a huge part in preparing 
me for the rea l world .  

At present, I am the Sibford Old 
Scholars '  Association Membersh ip 
Secretary and with the cu rrent 
committee, I am trying to encourage 
young old scholars back to the 
Association whi lst a lso keeping more 
recent leavers in touch . 

SOSA is very much aware of how 
the School has changed with regard 
to becoming more of a day school .  
We are very grateful that the School 
a lso feels the importance of a place 
for SOSA to sit with i n  the School \ 
network. In fact, on a recent visit to the 
School aher many years away, it is 
more welcoming than ever to old 
scholars. Even the ones that caused 
mayhem when they were a pupi l here 
eighteen years ago! 

• Edd Frost 



i nc l ud i ng two ex Orcha rd C lose pu p i l s  
F ra nc is  Su rry & E l len So lway were a mongst the fi rst g roup of entran ts i n  Orcha rd C lose when 

i t  opened in 1 9 8 9 . ' 

After arriving early on my first day 
at the newly opened Orchard Close 
(following a helpful tip from my 
older brother that this  was essential 
to ensure the best bed), I remember 
moving my trunk past a man with a 
paintbrush sti l l  in hand on the sta i rs. 
Six years later I left at the end of 
my GSCEs and headed off onto 
A levels, degree, masters and the 
world of work. 

Now my home is in Notti ngham 
working at the Un iversity i n  the very 
excit ing field of qua l i ty assurance. 

In brief, board ing at S ibford gave 
me the followi ng ;  the ab i l ity to sit sti l l  
without fidget ing, a level of 
i ndependence and self re l iance 
which has been reassur ing th rough 
the years and a confidence to speak 

After my extensive time at S ibford, 
I resisted the urge to "see the world" 
and went to University to read 
Economics and Human Resource 
Management, and although I no 
longer had the support network of 
Sibford 's dyslexic department, 
I fin ished my course in 200 1 with 
a 2nd class honours degree. 

Li ke so many people nowadays I 
went to work i n  a n  un-associated 
field ,  which in my case was interior 
des ign and su rveying .  S ibford and 
then un iversity had removed me from 
London and my fam i ly s ince I was 8 ,  
therefore joi n i ng the fa m i ly firm a t  2 1  
seemed l i ke a fitt ing way to reverse 
the trend . 

After 2 successful yea rs, I realised 
that I wou ld in a l l  reality spend the 
rest of my working l i fe in the busi ness 
so I took a 1 2 month sabbatical to 
f ina l ly go and see the world .  I spent 

up in front of g roups large and smal l  
when I have someth i ng that I wish to 
say. If I had to pick the one truly 
ma rvel lous th ing about the School it 
was knOWing that, should I wish to 
do so, I cou ld stand up dur ing s i lence 
and say anyth i ng .  Now worki ng i n  
education we ta l k  a lot about the 
pupi l or student voice, but Si bford is 
the on ly place I know where it was 
open to a nyone, positively 
encouraged , a nd d idn 't have to go 
through some commi ttee or formal 
process . I on ly did i t  once at Sibford 
and a l though I stumbled over my 
words a nd was extremely nervous I 
su rvived and made myself heard . I 
very much hope this tradi tion of 
a l lOWing space for the pupi l voice is 
sti l l  i n  practice at the School . 

• Ellen Solway 

1 2  months travel l i ng i n  East Asia ,  
Polynesia a nd Austra lasia and it was 
a hugely reward ing experience. 

So to the present, I am sti l l  with 
the fam i ly firm and as my father 
slowly retires my hours just seem to go 
up and up! I now l ive in  my 
converted house, a work in  progress, 
in Clapham with my partner Kate 
Deacon,  a nother Sibford graduate 
and we are both happi ly en joyi ng a l l  
that London offers . 

1 98 8  seems a l ife t ime ago when 
I wa l ked in to Orchard C lose a ti mid 
8 yea r old , and 1 0  years later 
leaVing the 6th form, I can on ly 
express my gratitude to those who 
helped me and the others l i ke me to 
overcome our dyslexia and help us to 
rea l ise that there were no cei l i ngs 
above us. 

• Francis RD Surry 

Ellen Salw-ay 



a nd some more fa m i l i a r  faces . 
Soon after leaving Sibford I 
embarked on a career in Sports 
coach ing and whi lst collecting a few 
coaching certificates I worked both at 
S ibford and its sister school Sidcot. 

These were eye open i ng experiences 
and pushed me towards a fu l l time 
career in  teach i ng .  I i n it ia l ly tra ined 
i n  Cheltenham at what is now known 
as Gloucester Un iversity and 
col lected a 2 :  1 Bachelor of 
Education degree specifically i n  
teaching Physical Education . 

I have been working i n  Eastbourne 
ever s i nce, en joying the beautiful 
su rround ings of Beachy Head a nd the 
South Downs. Whi lst on the South 
Coast I have obta i ned a Masters 
deg ree in Sport a nd Leisure Cu ltu res 
and I am now an  Assistant Head 
teacher with responsibi l ity for 
supporti ng all my col leagues with 
their Continued Professional 
Development. I managed to swing a 
sabbatica l from my school a few 
years ago and travel led as a 
backpacker with my beautiful wife to 

Paul Lz.vy 

Quy and �e Kingham and their 
t-wo &.ughters Saffie and Libby 

be, Jane. We had an amazing t ime 
visiti ng al l  sorts of places from Berl i n  
to Ba l i ,  a nd  Man i la to Melbourne. 
We now have two gorgeous g i rls ,  
Saffie a nd L ibby, who are an  

I was at Sibford from 1 988 to 1 993. 
After Sibford I moved on to Bootham, 
a Quaker school in  York, took my 
A-Levels and then spent a year as a 
runner at Shepperton Studios, 
working on various fi lms whi le I 
decided what I wanted to do next. 

Three years i n  Chester were next, 
studying for a Theatre with 
Psychology degree from Liverpool 
Un iversity. In the th i rd yea r of my 
degree I had the opportun i ty to run a 
d ra ma c lub for a group of young 
people, a l l  of whom had been 
severely bu l l ied and dropped out of 
school . Seeing the young people 
grow in confidence, and eventual ly 
take a performance to the Chester 
a rts festival was an extremely 
reward i ng experience and I left 
un iversity wanti ng to work with young 
people as a career. 

absolute joy and are looking forward 
to meeting you a l l  at Sibford aga i n  
somet ime soon . 

• Guy Kingham 

I began working in a London primary 
school for young people with severe 
behavioural problems - leaVing after 
a year to study for an MA and gain 
my professional  youth and commun ity 
work qual ification wh i le worki ng with 
young offenders and youths involved 
in gangs on the streets of Manchester. 

S ince then I have spent 6 years 
predominately worki ng with i n  Quaker 
organ isations. I n  2004 I was 
honoured to be awarded a Joseph 
Rowntree Fel lowsh ip to work with 
young people a nd adults with i n  the 
SOCiety of Friends and share thei r  
spi ritual journeys . 

I am currently the ch ief executive a nd 
manager of The Leaveners, the 
Quaker community a rts organ isation 
working with young people through  
the Quaker ethos. 

• Paul Levy 



C.h.ris Leo 
I was at Sibford from 1 974 - 1 980 
and my time there was very 
enjoyable. 

I made many friends who I kept i n  
contact with for many years a lthough 
I remain in  contact with a round eight . 
I have very fond memories of S ibford, 
a nd looking back I th i nk  it taught me 
to be i ndependent, respect other 
people and want to learn as much as 
possible about people and the world . 
I th ink  there is a ' un ique ' bond with i n  
Sibford old scholars that you do not 

Tom Lane 

necessari ly fi nd i n  other schools. 

On leaving Sibford my fi rst job 
was in  agricu lture, in l ivestock for 3 
years and then arable fa rming for 5 
years, whi lst also attending Aylesbury 
college of agriculture. 

I n  1 98 1  I joi ned Windsor 
l ifeguard club and was involved i n  
weekly l ife boat patrols on the river 
Thames, as wel l  as a long the south 
coast of the UK. Through friends at the 
l ifeguard club, who worked with i n  the 
a i rl i ne industry, I was prompted to see 
what job opportun ities were avai lable .  

Strangely enough it had crossed 
my mind in the early eighties to 
possibly venture into this i ndustry. I n  
1 98 8  I was successful i n  obta in ing 
employment with a Canad ian a i rl i ne .  

I started i n  the cargo department 
and then in 1 99 1  transferred over to 
passenger services i n  termina l  3 .  The 
a i rl i ne industry is very varied , exciti ng 
a nd has a fast pace to i t .  I made 
many friends and gained a huge 
amount of experience about people, 
the world, different cultures and many 
other in teresting areas .  

I was a pupil a t  Sibford School from 
1 992 through to 1 995 and I really 
believe that without the help and 
support that I received there things 
could have been very different for me. 

I left with 9 GCSE's (someth i ng I 
d idn 't th i n k  wou ld have been 
poss ib le ! )  and after qu i te a few years 
in education and tryi ng to f igure out 
what I wanted to do in  l i fe, am now 
working in the television i ndustry, 
currently for ITV. 

I have worked on qu i te a few wel l  
known shows at the BBC such as 
'Strictly Come Dancing ' ,  'Any Dream 
Wi l l  do' and ' I 'd do anyth i ng ' .  I n  
these I got to do  some camera work, 

I travelled extensively, main ly to 
Canada, USA and Austra l ia ,  and 
made l i fe-long friends i n  Vancouver 
and Calgary, Canada where the 
people are very in teresti ng ,  friendly 
and welcom ing .  

I left the a i r l i ne i ndustry i n  2002 
as I wished to start my own business. 

I a lso had a successful garden 
maintenance business for 4 years . 
However, it was tough and not 
a lways easy to make a l ivi ng a nd 
due to severe back problems I had to 
cease trading i n  2006. 

I got married in 2002 to Judy, 
and we now have a daughter, 
Soph ie who is 5 and a son Guy, 
who is 3 .  I now l ive i n  the south of 
Eng la nd and am now a fu l l  t ime 
house husband,  looking after our 
ch i ldren ,  for the t ime being ,  whi le my 
wife works fu l l  t ime i n  the NHS.  

Future plans are for me to return to 
the ai rl i ne i ndustry within the next 2 
years or so. 

Chris Leo 

worked i n  the studios and helped 
main ly in the post production 
department logg ing tapes . Si nce 
leaving the BBC, my role has 
changed to one where I take care of 
the Post Production l ibrary which hosts 
many shows such as 'Come Dine 
With Me' ,  'Marco's Great Brit ish 
Feast' a nd 'Headcases ' .  The role a lso 
helps me prepare the way to become 
an edit ass istant and I get on the job 
tra i n i ng in th ings l i ke d ig it is ing 
footage, producing DVDs and other 
technical th i ngs .  I eventual ly want  to 
use my experience gained to become 
a television editor. 

• Tom Lane 
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The Othe r  S i bfo rd ! 
Did you know there i s  a nother S i bford i n  Austra l ia?  

We d id  not know unti l j ust before we went to Austra l ia for the fi rst t ime  i n  1 978 when a 

member of ou r  Meet i ng ,  Win i fred Hyde,  to ld us that her brother had sta rted a fa rm there . 

Both Win i fred and her brother were 
Si bford Old Scholars, Win ifred bei ng 
at the school i n  the early 1 920's a nd 
her brother Horace Nichol l  some 
years before . We were g iven 
Horace's son Col i n 's address as 
Horace had sadly d ied and we 
have visited the farm the four times 
we have been to Austra l ia ,  the latest 
visit being in Apr i l  th is year, 2008 .  

During World War I ,  Horace had 
worked on minesweepers in the 
Navy, but then emig rated to Austra l ia 
and worked on one or two farms, 
before taking up the Austra l ian 
Government offer to have just over a 
1 ,000 acres of bush land to clear for 
fa rming .  His  first land was near the '" 
smal l  town of Hyden, about 250 
m i les east of the city of Perth . Here 
there are extensive masses of g ran i te 
rock that have been scu lpted by the 
wind and the area is now a tourist 
attraction of Western Austra l ia . Most 
spectacular is Wave Rock but another 
g ran ite cave is ca l led H ippo's Yawn 
and it was hear that Horace first 
camped unti l he had found the stake 
pegs marki ng his land. 

Th is a rea is part  of the sheep and 
wheat be l t  of Western Austra l ia but 
the smal l  amount of land orig ina l ly 
cleared was not adequate i n  this low 
ra infa l l  c l imate a nd CoI i n  N ichol l ,  
with h i s  wife Sal ly, now farm some 
1 3 ,000acres with their homestead 
about 9 mi les from Hyden . The farm 
fields, or as they ca l l  them paddocks, 
a re much larger than anyth ing we 
might expect here and thei r farm 
machinery is equa l ly huge. They 
have cul tivated both wheat and 
sheep but  a re considering end i ng 
the i r  sheep i nvolvement as it can be 
very labour i n tensive and now has 
poor fi nancia l  returns .  

li ke a l l  Austra l ians they are 
prepared to try d ifferent approaches 
so that Sa l ly has grown yabbies, 
which a re l i ke our crayfish , in some 
of thei r  dams, and these can be sold 
to Kukeri n ,  a country town south of 
Hyden from where they may be sold 
to places in Perth or exported to 
countries overseas .  A dam,  l i ke a 
la rge square pond ,  can be dug out 
in a ny of the paddocks with contour 
banks d i recti ng water so that the 

sheep can dr ink, but as there is a 
considerable area of g ran ite on thei r  
own land they have dams there 
which supply water for the fa rm -
though there is never as much ra infa l l  
as they would wish .  Just before we 
visited one of thei r dams which they 
had stocked with fish ,  that were 
matu r ing to a good size, had dried 
up and the fish had died .  Fortunately 
soon after we left they had a good 
ra i nfa l l  and were able to start d ri l l i ng  
their wheat .  They ca l l  thei r  combine 
harvesters "headers" as ,  un l ike our 
crops, the wheat on ly grows to a 
height of about 40 cm .  Now, at the 
end of May, they tel l  us they have 
a lmost fi n ished seed i ng 1 0,000 
acres with wheat and some feed 
ba rley for the sheep. 

CoI i n ,  Horace's son , has been 
i nf luentia l  in the Fa rming commun ity i n  
Western Austra l ia  a nd was g iven a 
presentation i n  Perth for the good 
work he has done in the state of 
W.A. He is now a Di rector of the 
Austra l ian  Wheat Board which meets 
in Melbourne . This t ime whi le we 
were at 'S i bford' we were not able to 
meet h im as he had on ly just flown 
back to Perth , a nd though he had 
wanted to come stra ight back to the 
fa rm Sa l ly and thei r  youngest 
daughter, Tracey, managed to 
persuade h im to go to this WA 
Annual d i n ner as the presentation 
was to be a surprise! 

We have been so lucky to see a 
different s ide of Austra l ian  l i fe with 
our visits to 'Sibford '  and to have 
been the recipients of their wonderfu l 
Austra l ian hospita l i ty. 

Written by Jean Osborne (Nee Sinclair) 
at Sibford School between 1 936 - 1 939 



Hippo's Yawn as shown here, is the 
cave where Horace Nicholl camped 
on his arrival in Western Australia. 
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