


Editor's Note 

Dear Members, 

Firstly - We hope you like the new layout of the Rocket. Your 

feedback is most welcome. 

Secondly - It was a pleasure to volunteer to edit the Rocket this 

year as it has given us a great opportunity to become that little 

bit more involved. (We quite like getting all the news first hand 

toOl) 

Thirdly - A huge thank you to all of you who have contributed 

to this edition and please keep your contributions and 

suggestions coming 

Fourthly - Michael Crimes will be the editor next year and 

we will be working together in your interests. 

We hope you enjoy this issue. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all. 

In friendship, 

Christine & lan Weatherhead -

and all the other 'elves' who have helped us put this together. 

The lOath Reunion of the Sibford Old Scholars Association, see the full attenders list on page 13. 

important note 

Next year's Reunion will 

be moving from the 

Bank Holiday Weekend 

to July 16/17th 2005 
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Midland Branch 
The an n ual New Year Party 
will take place on Saturday 
29th January 2005 
At Selly Oak Meet ing House 
in Birmingham. 

Contact is Hilary Haddleton 
on 0121 705 0462 

The Schools Open Day and 
Sports Day will be held on 
Saturday 18th June 2005. 
As usual, there will be a 
SOSA presence, so we hope 
that as many Old Scholars as 
possible will visit the School 
on this day to see it in 
action. 



Stephen Bunney 
SOSA President 
2003/2004 

Profile 

I was born i nto a Ouaker fa m i ly i n  
Jan uary 1956. My parents are George 
and Margaret Bun n ey ( n ee Sca ife) of 
Amers h a m  M eet i ng.  Dur ing my 
chi l dhood I attended Meet i n g  i n  
Amersham Meeting on a regular  basis 
with my brothers and s isters and with 
the ch i ldren of oth er Friends fa m i l i es in 
the a rea . We th orough ly  e n j oyed 
Sunday School and form ed many long 
last i ng friendsh ips Most of us still 
meet regularly  every sum mer at J ordan's 
Monthly Meet ing Camp (attended by 
David C .  Smith  amongst oth er Si bford 
Old Scholars) 

At the age of 1 1  my direct association 
with Ouaker education started when I 
went to Bootham School - York - as a 
pupi l  looking back I had a thoroughly 
en j oyabl e  t ime at school (though in 
rea l ity I know that it was more l ikely to 
have been a n  emotional  rol ler  coaster) 
and du ly left in 1974 with sufficient 
exams to go to U n iversity Col lege i n  
London to stu dy geography. After 
graduating I retu rned to York to do my 
teacher tra i n ing at  the Col l ege of R i pon 
and York St. John .  

In  1978 I began my teach i ng career 
at  Wootton Bassett Comprehensive 
School i n  Wi l ts h i re - after 3 years I 
moved to S i dcot School a n d  my 
association with  boarding education -
as a teacher began Whi lst at Sidcot I 

moved from bei ng an assi sta nt i n  one of 
the boardi ng houses to bei ng i n  charge 
of the m a i n  boys boardi ng u n it in the  
schoo l .  I soon fou n d  myself bei ng 
i nterested in helping develop the whole 
self  rath er than j u st teach i n g  t h e  
students geography a n d  economics.  
After 5 years at  Sidcot the  post of 
Deputy H ead at Sibford beca m e  vaca n t  
on the ret i rement o f  K e n  Francis and I 

was encouraged to apply for the  post -
my di rect association with Sibford so 
began .  I say di rect association because 

Stephen Bunney, SOSA President 2003-2004 

members of my di rect and extended 
fa m i ly h ave been associated with  
S ibford i n  n u m erous ways. My mother 
Margaret Scaife taught at the school 
and my father was school Treasurer for 
many years. As my mother is a m em ber 
of the Brigham Fam i ly - many of you 
w i l l  be aware of my oth er relatives who 
have attended or worked at the school .  

As Deputy H ead I had responsib i l ity 
for boarding but soon beca me aware of 
the speci fi c l ea r n i n g  di ffi cu l t i es 
(dyslexi a )  that many of our  students 
had. This prompted me to undertake 
tra i n i ng in how to h el p  young people 
who were affl icted with th is  condit ion .  I 

say help rather that teach beca use the  
condition affects many more aspects of  
l i fe than j u st readi ng and writ ing  

After e ight very h a ppy a n d  
in structive years a t  Sibford I decided 
t hat I n eeded a n ew cha l l enge to my l i fe 
a n d  m oved to De Polen School i n  
M arket Rasen.  D e  Polen i s  a state 
school of 1 2 00 students with 80 
boa rders. My many experiences at 
Sibford have freq u ently helped me in 
my j ob of ru n n i ng De Polen's boarding 
u n it and also in my latest venture as 

Boardi ng I n spector for the Nat iona l  
Care Standards Com m ission . 

Stephen Bun ney 

Old Scholar Ties 
and Bow Ties 

are available at 

£7.50 each (plus £2 p+p) 

from Hilary Haddleton. 
Her add ress etc. is to be found in 

the officers list on the inside 
back cover. 

Editors . . . . . . . . .  Christine & lan Weatherhead 
Photos lan Weatherhead & John L10yd 
Layout and desi gn . . . . .  . . .  KC Graphics 

Sibford Rocket ! 3 



Open Day Report 
June 1 9th 2004 started out bright and clear, and seemed 

the perfect opportunity to introduce my boyfriend , 

Matt Green to Sibford. We arrived at the school at about 

1 0  o'clock, a bit frazzled after demonstrating to Matt just 

what I meant when I said I always get lost in Banbury! 

Christine Weatherhead and Cindy Poulton. 

Our first port of cal l was Room One,  
which had been taken over by Old 
Scholars for the Day From h ere we 
could see Orchard Close i n  the  throws 
of a walking race as part of their sports 
day. After i ntroducing a few people we 
went on a tour of the campus.  

Chns Grimes. 

As we walked back to the  car to get 
that extra j u mper, ( always required at 
Sibford l )  I pOinted out the n ew Art and 
Music blocks. "Th ey're too big" cam e 
the response.  Matt. bei n g  science 
m i nded felt that these buildings should 
be housing science and m aths ,  n ot 

01 () 'OLl 'Il, 'If""''' 

d edicated to t h e  'l ess important '  
subjects .  You can i m agine his  response 
when h e  saw the Science Blockl 

The Horticu l ture area was looking 
very impressive for only  having been in 
it's current location for less than th ree 
years It was also a good opport u n ity for 

Did you know that 
SOSA sponsors the 

SIGNATURE PAGE in the 
Sibford Pupils Year Book? 

and they love it! 
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Heads past and present - an unusual photo of Hugh Maw (1956-62), Sue Freestone (1996-2004), 
Michael Goodwin (2004 -) and Oaphne MaIN 

Open Day Sports Day 

In between the showers! 

Matt to i mpress me with h i s  knowledge 
of p lants and vegetables. 

The rest of the tour i ncl uded a walk 
through the Paddock to stand on the 
side of the road to look at the Manor, 
and a wander around to look at the 
board i ng houses, the Sports Hall and 
Swi m m i n g  Pool .  Al l  i nterspersed with 
lots of  rem i n isc i n g  about a l l  t h e  
d i fferent occasions I have been at t h e  
school a s  wel l a s  stories I 've had passed 
down from those mem bers of my fam i ly 
who actual ly  attended the Schooll 

There was a lot going on throughout 
the day, i nc lud ing a son et lumiere in the 
School Hal l  which we cou l d n 't get in  to 
see, but I ' m  told was excel lent .  

H owever Matt has h ad a taster of 
Sibford , and he m ay even return ! 

Nicola Grimes 

Next Year's School 
Open Day and Sports 

Day will be held on 
Saturday 18th June. 
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SOSA 100th Reunion 
August Bank Holiday 2004 
by David C Smith 

What had threatened to be the wettest ever August weather petered out with some drizzle 

on Saturday and passing showers on Sunday, to leave bright and beautiful skies from 

midday onwards. So did the Reunion gather pace from modest beginnings: fewer than 

usual turned up for the elevenses at 1 1 .30 Saturday, and some, stuck in a jam on 

M40 even missed lunch! 

The early afternoon was for catching up 

on gossip and exploring, the su rrounds, 

studded with many fungi, some edible, 

on the lawns. A swim in the handsome 

new Pool kept some well exercised. 

There was also a charity Rugby match 

organised by an old scholar, josh 

jackson, in memory of his brother 

Barney The proceeds go to the Winged 

Fellowship which supports disabled 

people and their carers. This worthy 

event was well attended. 

Due to the i n tended speaker's spell 
in hospital the Les l ie  Bai ly Lecture was 

The Charity Rugby Match, 28th August 2004 - inset is losh lackson who organised the event. 

Into the action. 
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not about b u i ld i n g the new M anor 
development, but, at  very short notice 
( not that it showed ) by Ann Taylor 
( Scaife) on the Ouaker Tapestry. Anyone 
who, l i ke th i s  writer, has not seen i t  yet 
rea l ly  m ust go to Kendal Fr iends 

The supporters. 

Meeting House except in February when 

it vis its Exeter Cathedral in 2 005 . Our  
President's au n t  Ann is  far from bei ng 
the only Old Scholar i nvolved with the 
Tapestry, so t h i s  was a topi c  both 
fasci nati ng and pert inent to us .  

An early but substantial (except for 
veggies ) sandwich tea then yielded to 
more t ime for talki n g, purchases at the 
i mpressive bazaar, w h i ch ran a l l  
weekend ,  or peru s i n g  the m o u n t i n g  
decades o f  Reu n ion  photos in The Hub 

and s ign i ng postcards to absent friends. 
Many of us  have old cron ies in the 
v i l lage, and i f  we m issed their annual 
fete that afternoon could sti l l  f ind them 
at home. 

Ashley Shirlin, Nancy Pugmire, Adrian Shirlin and 
Connie Shirlin. 



My visit to M i ke Can n in g ,  stil l 
occupyi n g  h is  Old Malt House address, 
actual ly coincided with Kel ly Hol mes' 
Olympic Gold run no.  2, live on his T.V 

As the evening began to darken , 
more faces-from-the-past arrived , 
particu larly old staff col leagues of our  
P resident .  A barbecue by hired 
contractors smou ldered outside the 
Oliver Room in a rather futi le effort to 
produce a proper hot  meal - do they 
ever work in this country? - almost 
managin g  to feed everyon e  (but the 
veggies, again l ) ,  though the pi les of rice, 
pasta, and potato salads were fine. 

Nick Bennett. 

David Haines and Peter Sladen chatting to 
Mike Finch. 

Janet Steed and Hilary Haddleton. 

David Laity, Margaret Dale, Doreen Carmen, 
lan Hedger and Mike Farr 

Cherry Pugmire, Hilary Waterfield, Joel Pugmire and 
Nancy Pugmire. Michael Doolan in background 

Wendy Van Blankenstein, June Ellis and 
Michael Van Blankenstein. 

Margaret Faimington, Tim Wardle, 
Michael Van Blankenstein, John Watson and 
David Smith. 

Jenny Wollerton, Stella Wilson and lan Hedger 

Michael Doolan, Di Howes, Liz Bunney (hidden), Mike Wollerton, Tony Skeath, Stuart Hedley and June Ellis. 

Stephen Bunney organises the Quiz Night. 

Meanwhile a cash bar (I) with real 
Hooky bitter and sundry tipples flowed 
in the Foyer and a merCifu l l y  m uted 
Disco occupied the Ol iver Studio, with a 
trendy crawl by the infant Kingham 
while we prepared for a wel l-set Trivia 
quiz ,  mastered by the loud but lenient 
Stephen Bunney. The largest group won .  
And s o  to bed - o r  Blaize? 

Sunday dawned damp,  even more so 

for the early swim mers, and a le isurely 
8.30 breakfast al lowed plenty of t ime to 
reach Gower Meeting for Worship i n  
t h e  regrettable absence o f  Choral. 
but lacking the necessary able pianist­
in-residence, this was for c e m a j eu re. 
The breeze had nearly dried the grass for 
the wal k to the Gower, and the final rainy 
spel ls  caught only latecomers. Meeting 
was quieter than usual ,  in the absence of 
many Si fbord PM. members in the Fox 
country of the N .W. , i nc luding such 
fam i l iar faces as N orman Coxon , 
M argaret Le M are and School 
Com m ittee clerk J udith Weeks. Ministry 
flared into a candle theme after a whi le.  
Fol lowi n g  tea and coffee, as always laid 
on by Old Scholars in the  Meeting 
House, certain hostel ries were visited on 
the way back to lu nch .  

Sibford Rocket / 7 



Sunday afternoon's outings were 
either to tou r historic Banbury on a 
signed trail from the Museu m ,  or to 
Compton Verney for its stately Home, Art 
Gal lery and Park, where a heavy shower 
pelted Old Scholars. Nearer home was 
the village fete at Swalcliffe Barn, where 
o.s. Arnold and Iva Lamb presided over 
entry to that marvel lous buil d i n g's 
historical displays. Some j ust stayed 
playing Ten n is. 

By 1 6. 30, more tea was ready in the 
Hub ,  and by 1 7.20 sixteen of us  walked, 
pedal led or drove to Th e Elm for Rockets, 

Anyone for tennis? Guy Kingham, Diana L/oyd and 
Chnstine Weatherhead 

Enjoying the Presidential Dinner 

Mike Finch and Sue Freestone do a request 
duet Rocket. 

The proud father - Guy Kingham and Saffron. 
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Staff Reunion: Wendy Salmon, Stella Wilson, Fiona Doolan, 
Yvonne Hedley, Liz Bunney and the backs of Mike and Jenny Wollerton 

as a night-time visit i s  deemed too 
dangerous or daunting these days. 

At 18.30 we were sufficiently recovered 
and titivated to gather for the Group 
photo in dazzling sunshine before varied 
fruit punches and the Presidential Dinner. 
Ahead of the Address the dazzling Sue 
Freestone, briefly back from Ely,  gave us 
the high lights of the School year and her 
seven years with us. Stephen Bunney's 
speech largely concerned the benefits of 
Quaker and Board ing  education ,  and the 

Jeanne Little, Claire Smith and 
Ivano Ricci. 

weekend guest from School Committee, Sue Freestone delivers her final report. 

Peter N eighbour, spoke of aspects of 
Sibford seen from the eyes of a parent 
and professional accountant, a change 

Simon Barfoot and Richard Weatherhead 

John and Diana L/oyd 

School Committee guest Peter Neighbour with 
his wife Anne and Cindy Poulton 

Liz and William Bunney share a joke. 

Pat Grimes. The Hockey teams square up. 



lane Kingham, Christine Weatherhead and 
Simon Barfoot. 

from the u s u a l  i n s i der stance. The 
organised day concluded h i lariously with 
a special Rocket, at Sue's request, where 
she performed a near perfect 'duet' with 
Mike Finch. 

Monday downed bright ,  and some of 
us took an early swim. After breakfast the 
A.G . M .  loomed belatedly, leaving a space 
to admire the Horticu ltu ra l  area with its 
new wi ldl i fe pond, replaci ng  the i nfi l led 
morass in the field corners beyond, but 
st i l l  a dr in king - place for resident 

Nicola Grimes, Mike and Wendy Finch and 
Anne Muir 

Cindy Poulton, Stephen Bunney and Russell Steed 
prepare for the A G. M 

badgers, if not Great N ewts. 
After the qu iet memory of last year's 

deceased, and mention of those too i l l  to 
be here, the  A. G . M .  passed bri skly, 
despite deta i led reports. Although it was 
dismaying to learn of the curtail ment of 
subsequent Reunions to less than 48 
hours, there wi l l  sti l l  be room for a l l  the 
regular sessions, even perhaps, I hope, 
Choral and President's Choice. The 
earlier date is  an excit ing prospect for 
extra faces and greater numbers on a 
'pla in' weekend with fewer a lternative 
attractions and hol idays, and lesser fees, 
with l uck, for some. Special thanks to 
N icola and Cindy for their efforts in place 
of any designated Reunion Secretary 
concl uded the AG M in good t ime for 
coffee or more bibulous excursions 
before lunch. 

Time for coffee, swim or s iesta 
preceded the strenuous mixed 7-a-side 
hockey match , ending in a non-fatal 3-al l  
draw. Participants' ages span ned well 

At the Annual General Meeting. 

Weekend revellers before the Presidential Dinner (see the full attenders lists on page 13) . 

Nicola and Michael Grimes. 

over 50 years - a record? 
An Answer to the weekend's mystery 

then arose. N i ne h uge metal containers 
a long the  Hooky Road ca r park a re 
temporar i ly  hous ing property of the 
closed H enley-in-Arden school ,  many of  
whose pupils are now here. 

The cool breeze despatched hockey 
players and fans to change and pack 
before Tea and bring-your-own cakes and 
buns, an excel lent bet, on the sheltered 
veranda which revital ised us for a final 
Rocket and Au ld Lang Syne, ready to 
make our ways home with hours of good 
daylight for the journey 

Next year's Reunion will be 
moving from the 

Bank Holiday Weekend to 
July 16/17th 2005 

Tim Wardle tries a 'drop of the hard 
stuff' 
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1904 
a significant year - the first SOSA Reunion 

2004 marks the Centenary of SOSA's first Reunion, which was 

held at Whitsuntide 1904. The School and SOSA Archivist -

Mike Finch, has been searching through the Archives to remind 

us of an historic and important year in SOSA's history ... 

This country, and the world at large 

was certainly a very different place to 

the world of the 2 1  st Century - it is very 

hard to believe at times, the colossal 

changes that have taken place in the 

last hundred years. To draw a clearer 

picture, some of the perceived 1 904 

highlights are listed below: 

lan 8th - Pope Pius X added to the 
controversial actions of h is  first year i n  
office b y  h itting o u t  at l o w  cut evening 
gownsl "No woman who wishes to be 
thought of as a good Cathol i c  should 
wear such a gown whenever cardinals or 
other high C h u rch dignitaries are 
present accordi ng to h i s  latest 
instruction to the dipl omats accredited 
to the Holy See. "  

Feb 1 st - The New York Metropolitan 
Opera is  currently at the feet of Enrico 
Caruso, the great tenor from N aples, 
who is now appeari ng in L:Elisir d'Amore. 

Caruso is unmarried but has two sons 
born to an' Italian soprano. He smokes 
40 cigarettes a day and never takes 
exercise. He has even gone before the 
curtain at the 'Met'  to acknowledge the 
applause patting his ample stomach. 
He then implores the audience to go 
h ome "because I ' m  hungry and want my 
supper" � 

April 8th - Great Britain and France this  
morning signed a historic agreement. 
resolving all differences between them. 
The agreement became known as the 
Entente Cordia/e. The longest standing 
d ispute concerned N ewfoundland, 
where fish ing rights and French shore 
rights had been d i sputed since the 
Treaty of  Utrecht in 1 7 1 4 . The French 
agreed to su rrender shore rights in 
return for fishing rights, and the end of 
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One of Rayce's first three cars 10hp 2 cylinder model. 

an ancient d ispute over whether a 
lobster is a fish - The French accept that 
it is! Tr l is Ban! 

May 4th - An agreement was reached 
between the Hon. Charles Rol ls ,  whose 
company c.S. Rol ls  sel ls  and repai rs cars 
from Cod u it Street, London, and 
Henry Royce, the driving force behind 
F H . Royce, a well known Manchester 
based electrical fir m .  Under t h e  
provisional agreement, which stops 
short of a merger, Rol ls. wi l l  sel l Royce 
cars under the name of " Rolls-Royce." 

Aug. I 7th - The country is  in the grip of 
a mania for postcards, according to the 
latest report from the Postmaster 
General. They have been very popular 
on the Continent for the last two years, 
but now they have caught on h ere with 
a vengeance. At the wheel: Charles Rolls. 



Elizabeth and Robert Oddie. 

3\ t - "A new device which acts 
Oct. s I '  't 
I'ke a valve for electricity, al owmg I 
I 

. but not 
to flow in one directIon, 

. 

h W'III have a big future In 
anot er . 

wireless. Among other uses It can 

replace the unreliable crystal and 

cat's-whisker combination whIch 

makes the operation of �
,
a�� 

wireless receivers so frustratmg .
. 

far cry from digital and computensed 

radio of today! 

The big event at Sibford, was of 

the first Old Scholars 
course. 

h . h' ch was held over t e 
Reunion, w I 

21 t 
Whitsuntide period, Saturday s 

May until Tuesday 24th May 1904. 

According to the First Annual report 

. 
"passed off with great 

the Reunion 

A I t. with ideal weather and 
ec a , 

b loyal 
environment supported Y a 

. 

and enthusiastiC membershIp, 

favoured with the genial presence of 

loseph Spence Hodgson, its fIrst 

President." 

To encapsulate the event in more 

detail, printed above is a report from 

'The Friend' of lune lOth 1904 ... 

From 'The Friend' ... 

Sibford's Old Scholars' 
Association 
fITst Whitsuntide 
Gathering 
About six o'clock on Saturday evening, May 21st. the rumble of 

wheels was heard, canying a score of old scholars down the familiar 

Banbury Road. The first gathering of the Sibford Old Scholars 

had begun. 

After tea in the gymnasium the present scholars. in the dining-room, 

welcomed us back to old scenes with an inspiriting song written for 

the occasion by Arthur B.Oddie. The delightful entertainment by 

children was specially enjoyed by some who had recollections of the 

dark ages when boys were punished for singing on the playground. 

After supper each night we held an informal reunion, enlivened by 

music and recitations; then to bed in sweet country cottages. or 

accommodated by the kind helpfulness of local Friends. 

Sunday was a happy, restful day. In the aftemoon old friends revisited 

the haunts of childhood - Swalcliffe Common, Traitor's Ford, and 

even Compton Wynyates. 

At the evening meeting Alfred HBayes of Birmingham, was present 

by special invitation, and gave us a helpful address. This was 

followed by other voices urging us to the duty "which the true man 

owes his time.· Later, we assembled with the children for hymns and 

sacred music. and to hear interesting reminiscences sent by Margaret 

Clark, of Constantinople. long known here as a scholar, teacher. and 

housekeeper. 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4567 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20® 
22 23 24 25 
29 30 31 

Whit-Monday was the day. and, dawning bright 

and sunny. brought us an increase in numbers. 

making a total of sixty-nine old scholars 

present, besides many visitors. The first event 

was a cricket match - past versus present -

easily won by the old scholars. Then came the 

business meeting of the Association. at which 

the secretaries reported membership of 186, as 

an outcome of the inaugural work of the year; 

the officers for the coming year were elected, 

Dr.Routh* being appointed President, and 

continued> 

t I ( oft If L <. 
I 

,./( 

. 11 ular with holidaymakers. 

,Vautical but /lice: postcards are espec/O y pop 
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After the Reunion - coach 
and horses leaving for 
Banbury station. 
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Edward Percy Kaye** B.Sc., continuing as secretary and treasurer. A strong feeling was expressed that 
Sibford should retain its position, and be further developed as a secondary school, imparting a sound 
education and high moral training. 
After dinner, the sports in the playing field were well contested. The reception by Mr and Mrs 
Oddie***folloWed, then a lively game of terza, and at last Joseph Spence Hodgson's Presidential Address, 

which gave us a short history of kindred associations and prophesied Our success and usefulness in the future. 

The old scholars gave a capital entertainment, with several of J.Spence Hodgson's inimitable recitations, and 

an original song of SOSA by E.P Kaye, the gathering closing with a hearty vote of thanks to 
Mr and Mrs Oddie and "Old Lang Syne." 

E.PERCY KAYE, 
ELIZABETH FOSTER BROWN 

} 
} Secretaries 

Routh (1842-1880) 

(Notes of interest: * Or Richard Laycock Routh was the local G.P. and was the son of Sibford's first Head, Richard 
** Edward Percy Kaye's brother was Amold Kaye, a much revered old SCholar Who became the unofficial Rocket Master at 

the traditional Rockets at the Elm, between the 1920's until 1950's) ** * Mr and Mrs Oddie were Robert and Elizabeth Oddie. Robert Oddie sUcceeded Richard Routh to become Sibford's 

second Head (1880-1906) 



Since I started teach i ng every school 
that I have worked in has described 
itse l f  as  being spec i a l  The exact 
reasons given va ry from school to 
school but they are a lways a long the 
l i nes of good pastoral care, boa rd i ng 
provides an opportun ity to boost self 
con fidence, ed ucating the whole person 
and academic excel lence.  In the year or 
so I've u n dertaken work with the 
Com m ission for Social  Care I nspection 
as a n  i nspector of boa rd ing provi s ion.  
This work has taken me i nto a nu m ber of 
schools a l l  of which have described 
themselves as special - a l l  q uoti ng the 
sorts of reasons mentioned above. 
Si bford is  no exception yet I do bel ieve 
that there is somet h i n g  gen u i n ely 
u n ique a nd special 
la nd I have to say 
Schools as welll 

about the school 
the other Friends 
Natura l ly, I have 

Top secret at the 

President's d in ner '04 

Who's got a 
corkscrew? 
About 20 bottles of wine needed 
to be o pen ed a n d  LEADING 
LIGHTS OF THE S.O.S.A. could 
be seen wandering about trying 
to trace one, THE PRESIDENT 
INCLUDED. What a carry on!! 

However the o l dest  O l d  
Scholar present had been well 
trained a n d  had brought a lovely 
white one which turned out to be 
about the onl y  one in the room 
a n d  was u s e d  by m a n y  with 
gratefu I than ks. 

I always thought I had been 
well trained also but mine turned 
out to be a TIN a n d  bottle cap 
opener. 

Presidential Address 
August 2004 

thought long and hard about what it is  
that makes the school u n ique.  Al l  too 
often when I bel ieve I have discovered 
the 'magica l '  factor I am dashed by 
fi nding it e lsewhere. However, I have 
come to the opinion t hat the a nswer is a 
Simple one and is a lso clearly obvious. 
I t  is  Meet ing - the act of u n plan ned, 
s i lent corporate worsh ip where every 
one present  is partaking on an equal 
basis. 
I am aware that many students wil l  have 
struggled with Meet i ng for Worship over 
the years whether it has been at the 
Cower on a Su nday morn ing or whether 
it was part of the da i ly  assembly. I t  w i l l  
b e  seen as boring, a load of o l d  fogies 
sitting doing noth ing  ete. - yet its magic 
does rub off on scholars, as  can be seen 
by the n u m ber who go to Meeting's 
when at Si bford events and a lso by the 
n u m ber of old scholars who talk about 
thei r qu iet. 's i mple approach to l i fe. 
What is  it that Meet ing provides? The 
very nature of s i tt i n g  qu ietly a n d  
pat iently is a useful ski l l  t o  acq u i re. I t  
provides us w i t h  t h e  opportun ity t o  put 

the bustle of everyday l i fe to one side, 
t h i n k  out our priorities and as a result  
be more effect ive i n  our da i ly l i fe. The 
collective nature of Meet ing means  that 
everyone is  in it together - th is  has a 
remarkable ca l m i ng i n fluence on a l l  who 
take part. I ndeed I can think of at  least 
two Si bfordians who were in the school 
when I worked here who had very 
volati le personal ities but were calmed 
significant ly  by attending Meet i ng for 
worship .  
I n  the modern day age the n u mber of  
boarders at Sibford is  decl in ing Of 
those who do board most are weekly 
boarders and go home at weekends. 
Th is means  that the n u m ber of scholars 
attending Meeting at the Cower is very 
low. H owever, the students do 
experience s i lent worsh ip in assembl ies 
and school Meeti ngs. I am glad to see 
this and hope and pray that the Schools 
a re able to conti n ue to develop these 
opportun it ies for corporate wors h i p .  
Certa i n l y  w e  should give t h e m  every 
support to do so. 

Stephen Bunney 

Attenders at 100th Reunion 
The following is a list of those who attended the Annual Reunion at the Bank 

Holiday weekend for part or all of the Reunion. If we have omitted anyone, please 

accept our apologies. 

Anne and Malcolm Allpress; Simon Barfoot; Chloe and Nick Bennett; Stephen, Liz, 

Rosanna and William Bunney; Margaret and George Bunney; James Burtt; Doreen 

Carman; Liz Cordiner; Margaret Dale; Bryony Denton-Williams; Ruth and Tony Dodds; 

Fiona and Michael Doolan; Jean Durman; June Ellis; Margaret Fairnington; Mike Farr; 

Wendy and Mike Finch; Jenny and David Fleming; Paul Frampton; Elisabeth and Ken 

Francis; Sue and Rupert Freestone; Irene Glaister; Michael, Veronika, Edmund, Christina 

and Tilley Goodwin; Pat and Chris Grimes; Nicola Grimes; Nessa and Michael Grimes; Jane 

Gunston; Maggie and Chris Guy; Hilary Haddleton; David Haines; Leslie Harrison; lan 

Hedger; Ben Hedges; Yvonne and Stuart Hedley; Di Howes; Josh Jackson and friends 

(charity rugby match); Jane, Guy and Saffron Kingham; David Laity; Ina and Arnold Lamb; 

Julia Langridge; Jeanne Little; Shelley Little; Diana and John Lloyd; Winnie Lycett; Mark 

Mercer; Philip Morris; Anne Muir; Ann and Peter Neighbour; Jean and John Osborne; 

Marjorie Palmer; Roger Petty; Lucinda Poulton; Nancy, Joel and Cherry Pugmire; Eleri Ricci 

and Ivano Ricci; Wendy Salmon; Julian Sandiford; Janet and Joe Sewell; Margaret Shelley; 

Connie Shirlin; Adrian Shirlin; Carol and Ashley Shirlin; Jack Simpson; Tony Skeath; Jenny 

and Peter Sladen; David C.Smith; Claire Smith; Janet and Russell Steed; Ann and Dick 

Taylor; Doreen and John Taylor; Patricia Thornton; Sheila Trout; Wendy and Michael Van 

Blankenstein; Tim Wardle; Hilary Waterfield; John Watson; Christine, lan and Richard 

Weatherhead; Sheila Williams; Stella Wilson; Jenny and Mike Wollerton. 
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Head's Report to SOSA 
August 2004 

Sue Freestone's final report as Head of Sibford School 

before her departure to Kings School Ely. 

In due course, you will 

receive a full report for the 

past academic year when 

the Annual Report for 

2004-2005 appears in the 

Autumn. In this report I 

want to highlight just a few 

issues and to look back 

with longer perspective on 

my time in the School. 

I spoke last year of the inspection carried 
out by the I ndependent Schools' 
Inspectorate i n  March 2003. Most of the 
recom mendations in the i nspectors' 
report have a l ready been carried out and 
we conti nue the upgrading of the l ibrary. 
which has become the Lea rn i ng 
Resou rce Centre. and to i mprove out ICT 
provis ion  for teac h i n g  a nd lea r n i ng. 
Those of you who witnessed the Son et 
Lum iere on Open Day wi l l  have seen a 
remarkable display of the use of 
technology i n  the most creative of 
senses. 

The new swi m m i ng pool is now an 
i ntegral part of school l i fe. Although we 
have had some difficulties staffi ng the 
pool .  we are about to lau nch i nto a 
sum mer of chi ldren's activity sessions, 
mother ana baby/toddler groups, aqua 
aerobics, aqua parties and general swi m  
sessions. T h e  pool is  t o  become a real 
resource for the local com m u n ity and our 
own pupils a l ike. 

With our students, we celebrated 
record resu lts last s u m mer. They 
achieved a 100% pass rate at A level ior 
the first t ime s ince we expanded our sixth 
form provision and as usual, those who 
ga i n ed vocat ional  q ua l if icat ions  
achieved mostly merits and disti nctions. 
Our GCSE resu lts were very pleasing, and 
demonstrated the fi n d i n g  of our 
inspectors, that Si bford pupils ach ieve 
very highly aga inst their cogn itive abi l ity 
regardless of their start point .  Aga i n ,  we 
appeared in the top 500, 300, 1000 

schools I i sted by the broadsheet 
newspapers. There is no doubt that 
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these are schedu les which indulge the 
national obsession for measu ri ng the 
measurable rather than seeki ng  to 
measu re the i m portant. H owever, our 
i nclusion is  an  affirmation of our abi l ity to 
enable our pupils, ( not handpicked for 
their abi l ity to enhance our reputation, 
but accepted beca use we believe they wil l  
thrive here ) ,  to f ind their wi ngs and fly. 

The end of last yea r brought the 
departure of severa l members of staff and 
with it the end of a n  era,  s i nce it a lso 
brought the ret irement of Stuart Hedley. 
Stuart, with h is  wife Yvon ne, had ru n 
Lister House for 34 years, and n urtured 
the development of hundreds of Lister 
boys. He had a l so ra n the Design 
Tech nology department with meticulous 
care and a true passion for his craft. The 
end of th is  academic year a lso bring the 
departure or M i ke and Pen n y  Spring as 
Houseparents of  Pen n  H ouse. I am 
pleased to say that they are not leaving 
us  a ltogether. I n  order to en joy more 
fam i l y  t ime a nd to concentrate on their 
teaching they will  move i nto H i l lfield, and 
will  cont inue to serve as Head of Art and 
Head of English respectively. 

As you a l l  know by now, after seven 
years and two terms I too am off to 
pastures new. That being so, I want to 
take the opportun ity to look back on the 
changes that have occu rred during my 
headship. 

In physical terms the School has 
changed tremendously. The new 
buildi ngs a re the most obvious 
tra n sformation a n d  the new a rt and 
m usic schools, together with the pool 
a re u n doubtedl y  the flags h i p  tra ns­
formations.  Others have been more 
subtle. We have a new staff room; the 
l ibrary has moved a n d  is  now evolving 
i nto a Learn i ng Resou rce Centre; the 
south corridor has a new roof and new 
windows and decki ng replaces the ti red 
tarmac outside. Lister House has been 
total ly  refu rbished; we have new brand 
new laboratories and an  enviable new 
hort iculture u n it. We have a plan ned 
m a i ntenance a n d  ma jor  works 
programme that has l i fted the standard of 

the learn i ng environment in many a reas 
of the School. Orchard Close has been 
further extended to accommodate a n  
ever- i ncreas i ng n u m ber of pupi ls .  
Although it does not  a lways work as  we 
would l ike, we have i nvested heavi ly i n  
ICT provis ion a n d  com m u n icat ion 
systems. Many of these changes have 
come about with the support of Edm u nd 
H udson, who left Sibford at the end of 
J u ne, and he, in turn,  has been supported 
by Diana Thorne. My grateful thanks to 
them for a l l  they have done for the School 
and the support they gave me. 

For me, the most i m porta nt  
development that has  taken place duri ng 
my t i me here has been i n  the 
development and ach ievements of our 
pupi ls .  Changes i n  the exa m ination 
system have u ndoubtedly been to our 
advantage. The recognition of vocational 
abi l ity on a par with the overtl y  academic 
has a l lowed the world to acknowledge 
the ski l l s  and talents of our pupils. The 
expansion of sixth form provision has 
cont in ued to flourish and from a sixth 
form of u nder th irty in 1997 we now en joy 
the compan y  of a group of young adults 
who n u m ber in the region of sixty-five 
every year. The lead they give the school 
a n d  the exa mple they set, has 
encouraged the self bel ief we strive so 
hard to i ncu lcate in a l l  of our pupils .  The 
school is vibrant and warm and glowing 
with health .  Few who visit fa i l  to feel that 
quintessential Sibford magic and to hear 
the music of the Sibford sphere 

We do not succeed with a l l  of our 
pupi ls ,  but the vast majority exceed their 
own expectations of their own potential 
in so many ways, and leave us  with a real 
sense of their value to the world i nto 
which they go. The spiritual d imension of 
the school has deepened and with it the 
rea l i ty  of  a caring and soci a l l y  
responsible com m u nity. Ouaker val ues 
and a respect for others a re what our 
pupils expect and I feel confident that the 
in fl uence of many of them offers a cand le, 
or even, from some, a brightl y  sh in ing 
flame in the comm u n ities i nto which they 
carry their experience. 



None of t h i s  cou l d  have been 
ach ieved without the support of School 
Com m ittee who have been beh ind the 
school t h roughout al l  of  its recent 
u pheava ls .  The i r  vis ion for the futu re of 
Sibford and thei r bel ief in the relevance 
of a Ouaker education in today's world 
has been an i nspiration and a buttress 
of sound sense a nd shared fa ith i n  a l l  
w e  have been doing.  

As for SOSA - I have rel i shed the 
support - both moral a n d  practical that 
I have received from m e m bers of 
SOSA t h roughout my H eadship. The 
jo l l i ficat ions of the s u m mer reu n ions  
and the freq uent contact I have had 
with so many of you have a l so been a 
sou rce of strength th rough happy t i mes 
and d i ff icult .  The support for the sa le of 
the M a nor, which I know was at the 
heart of the memories many of you have 
for Sibford , was fulsome and a l most 
without d issent. The h u rt of part ing 
with the school's a ncestral home was 
rendered far less pa infu l ,  knowing that 
the love old scholars have for the  
school is  such t hat they were beh i n d  
moves necessary t o  i t s  survival a n d  
conti n u i ng development. 

I have said many t i mes how h ighly  

I va l u e  SOSA's s u pport. My f i rst 
encou nter was in  1 996 when I attended 
the A n n u a l  Reu n ion as  you r guest. 
I should have known what I was in for 
when asked to do a solo 'Rocket' on my 
fi rst a ppea ra nce:  ( t h a n k  you M i ke 
Finch)!  I have spoken many t i mes of 
how i mpressed I have been by the 
com mitment to S ibford so many of you 
show a n d  by the m a n i festation of love 
for the school which is  pa lpable when 
you vis it .  I have a lso spoken of you r  
i m portance as  a n  element t hat goes up 
to make S ibford School  what i t  i s .  
A place where people care a n d  people 
matter a n d  a p lace where peopl e  
con t i n ue t o  belong and t o  play their 
part long a fter thei r forma l  school days 
a re over. As I have rej oi ced in the 
support of so many d i fferent k inds,  that 
you have given over the years, I know 
that you w i l l  provide a prop for M ichael 
Goodwin whenever he needs it .  

I leave now with a heavy heart .  My 
passion for Si bford is  u n d i m i n ished. I 

sti l l  bel ieve that t h i s  school 'has  it right' 
in terms of educational  ethos and the 
values that drive it .  But I bel ieve that a l l  
orga n i sat ions ,  part i c u la rly schoo l s ,  
need a cha nge o f  leadersh ip  from t i me 

to t ime to bring a fresh perspective and 
new drea m s  a n d  vis ions.  I know that 
School Com m ittee have chosen wisely 
in the appo i ntment  of  M ichael  
Goodwi n .  He wi l l  lead the school with 
wisdom and love and I know that he w i l l  
take it on  t o  greater th i ngs. 

I pass o n  to h i m  a school in good 
heart a n d  one of the most dedicated 
staffs in the world. Our teachers bel ieve 
in teac h i ng a n d  they expend enormous 
energy and creative th i nk ing in the 
del ivery of a range of teac h i ng styles 
Si bford staff a re characterised by a 
profo u n d  u ndersta n d i n g  of teach i ng 
a nd lea rn i ng that is u n riva l led, and ,  yet 
aga i n ,  Si bford is lea d i ng the way as a n  
i n novative schoo l .  T h e  support staff 
here a re second to none. They have a 
pride i n  t h e i r  sch ool a nd a l l  that ,  
together, we ach ieve. 

It was an honou r to be your Head 
d u ri ng the celebrations of last year's 
SOSA cente n a ry a n d  to be pa rt of 
someth ing with the vigour and stayi ng 
power of your Association . I thank you 
a l l  you have given me over the past 
seven years and I wish SOSA hea l th ,  
happi ness, growth a n d  success i n  the  
years to come. 

Farewell to Sue Freestone 
a Deputy's perspective 

Those of you who know the Sibford landscape well are all 

too aware of the magnificent 'face-lift' that the School has 

received during Sue Freestone's time as Head. We are, of 

course, eternally grateful for her energy and vision that has 

enabled the School to stunningly be transformed, but in 

the final analysis, her true legacy is the Sibford Spirit that 

fills these buildings. It is not for nothing that the pupils 

nickname for her is 'Sue Freestyle'! 

Not only has she made her mark by becoming Sibford's first 
female Head , but she served as the first female Chair of SHMIS, 
a prestigious secondary school Head's association. Now she 
departs for King's School Ely to become their first female Head in 
a 1000 years of history. We are all sure that this is not the only 
aspect of Ely that she will breathe life into. 

As Deputy Head for the past few years, I have been given an 
opportunity to share with Sue in the development of Sibford as a 
shining star in education. We are a school that is recognised for 
standing firmly on our Quaker values allowing both pupils and 
staff to find 'that of God' in themselves: a place of healing and a 
place of growth for individuals. As Sue often says, we are a 
school that gives our pupils wings to fly. At the core of a good 
partnership is a deep sense of respect for both the personal and 
the professional .  I shall deeply miss her strength,  humour, and 

willi ngness to serve our community. Martin Luther King described 
qualities needed for leadership that I believe sum up Sue's 
Headship, "You only need a heart full of grace and a soul 
generated by love."  

As  ever, i t  is the impact that she has  made on a generation of 
Sibford pupils that is her lasting tribute. As I read through their 
farewell comments to Sue two things impressed me. Firstly, the 
unashamedly personal tone of their comments; and secondly, the 
deep sense of trust and respect they feel for her. We shall all miss 
her greatly; I leave these pupils' comments for you to share: 

• 'Thanks for changing me and the School.' 

• 'Thanks for being a MEGA Head.' 

• 'Thanks for making me feel at home here.' 

• 'Thank you for giving me a chance . .. . I won't 
forget no matter what the others say.' 

• 'Please share a l l  the joy you gave us at 
your  next school.' 

• 'Mrs Freestone is like a b ig  ch u n k  of God's heart.' 

Maggie Guy, July 2004 
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Michael Goodwin 
Sibford's new head 

-

Profile 

Michael joins Sibford School from 
Sheringham H igh School and Sixth 
Form Centre on the North Norfolk 
Coast where he has been Headteacher 
for 5 years. This school, a maintained 
comprehensive school for 800 pupils 
aged 11-18, shares a campus with a 
primary school and a new special 
school for young people with severe 
learnin g  difficulties and so has 
pioneered inclusive education in the 
area. The school has also developed 
as a community school, providing 
courses for adult learners, church and 
community groups and overseas 
students on summer courses. 

M i chael  was born i n  Rochda le .  
Lancash i re i n  1 957.  the m i ddle of  th ree 
sons .  H e  attended B u ry G ra m ma r  

School for Boys before going on to 
Nott i ngham U n iversity where he 
studied H i story. It was here that he met 
h is wi fe Veron ika ;  after grad uation they 
stud ied in London . where M i chael later 
began his teach ing career in 1980. fuo 
years i n  a London comprehen sive 
school (a nd the end of grant  fu n d i ng for 
Veron i ka's P h D  studies) led them to 
move to Spa i n  in 1982 ,  w here they 
taught Engl ish as  a Foreign Language. 

Other teach ing appoi ntments took 
M ichael to Leicesters h i re and then to 
Bright l i ngsea in Essex with t h e i r  
growing fa m i l y  T h e  fou r  c h i ldren w i l l  
move w i t h  Michael and Veronika to 
S i bford in August and are pleased to be 
movi ng nearer cous ins  i n  Oxfords h i re 
and Bucki ngh a m sh i re. Benedict ,  who is  

:��; . sibfordian anecdotes 

The Attenders 
submitted by lan Hedger 

now 1 8 , has j ust completed h is  A-levels 
a n d  w i l l  beg i n  an Arts Fou n dat ion 
Course i n  Septem ber. Christ ina is  about 
to beg i n  her  sixth form stu d ies .  
Edmund ( 1 3 )  and Ti l l y  (10) wi l l  jo in 
Si bford School .  They have al l  attended 
Ayl sham Meet ing  and ga i n ed a great 
dea l from loca l and n at ional  Ouaker 
youth and a l l  age events.  They look 
forward to meet i n g  new fr iends i n  
Si bford. 

As own e rs of  a Tibetan Terr ier  
(Sherpa) the fa m i l y  are compelled to be 
keen w a l kers , but a l so keep active 
t h rough sa i l i ng ,  ca noei ng a n d  
c l i m bi ng . . .  and garden i ng, though t h i s  
latter past i m e  i s  e n j oyed l e s s  by 
you nger members and i s  freq uent ly  
sabotaged by the dog 

awoke sudden l y  that Sunday morn i ng a few years back and then , 
rea l i s ing  where I was, I looked out of the Cab i n  port to my left 
S i lhouet�ed aga i nst what appea red to be the r is ing segment of the 
morn ing Sun,  and m i les below looki ng l ike toys, were the t h ree 
Pyra mids of Giza.  The experience lasted on ly  for a few seconds and was 
then drowned by the l ight of the Sun itself. It  was one of those 'never 
to be forgotten moments' wh ich a re with us a l l  from t ime to t ime and 
which brought to m y  mind a previous occasion I was i n  th is  part of the 
world .  

M y  thoughts were focussed on the days when I l i ved for months  on 
end i n  the Desert wastes below us; I!ln the scenes of con fl ict and turmo i l  
which were t h e  ha l l ma rk of t h e  t i m e  o f  m y  youth .  A few o f  us there a t  
t h a t  t ime had some association with Friends, and when w e  cou ld we 
wou ld gather in some deserted hol low away from our Ca mp for a weekly 
Meeti ng. 

Whether the fol lowing was a de facto event or o n l y  a figment of m y  
i magi nation I sha l l  never b e  certain , b u t  for m e  i t  was, a n d  st i l l  is  very 
rea l .  It  seemed , on several occasions,  that after a few m i n utes of 
com m u n ion together, the chattering guns wou ld cease their  vicious 
noise and a ngry planes looking for sati sfaction wou ld without apparent 
logiC disappea r from the sky. An unaccou ntable peace wou ld descend 
upon us and all wou ld be qu iet unt i l  after the Meet i ng ended. 

SIBFORD E-News is an e-mail 
newsletter, independently 
compiled and produced, and is 
freely available to anyone with 
Sibford 'connections' (and an 
e-mail address) - members of 
SOSA, other former pupils, 
School Committee, Sibford 
Staff , ex-Staff, Parents and 
Friends - to provide a bridge 
between all the various 
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Sibford 'communities', 

For your free copy, e-mail 
Ann Bond at 
sibfordnews@aol.com. 



Through the Grapevine 
- news of old scho lars from far and wide 

Pau l  Am bler 

( 1 987-90) 
Pau l  w rites 

As you can see from m y  address cliange 

I liave moved very near to you rself ( M ike 

Fincli ) ,  as fa tlier and I nave expa nded our 

fa rming operation , and nave in effect ,  

doubled our acreage b y  purcnasing most of 

Rynenill Farm ( Kingnam )  I t's been a 

busy and exciting year, but  I naven ' t  

forgotten about  Sibford ! 

From Nancy B ottoms 

(nee Ba ker) ( 1 93 1 -35) , 

resident in  Canada.  
Please convey m y  congratulations to all 

Old Scnolars wno will be fortu na te enougn 

to be at tne 1 00tn Reunion tnis year. I am 

sorry tnat I snail not be witn you tnis yea r, 

but  I ' ll be tninking about you all. 

I was very sad to see tne old scnool 

buildings gone last yea r. Tney nad served 

tneir purpose, but  I still wisned tnat we 

could somenow nave save "Tne Pro m . "  

M y  best wisnes to all tnat remember 

me. I wonder if Pat and CFi ris G rimes 

know tnat I was tne very first London 

Brancn Secretary. I still nave two silver 

napkin rings tnat I purcnased at a 'bring 

and Buy' sale at Friends House in about  

1 946. I also nave letters tnat  Arnold Kaye 

wrote me after Ivan a nd I emigra ted to 

Canada in 1 9 57 .  Am I dating m yself -

YES.  Am I a sen timentalist - YES,  and I 

wouldn ' t  cnange a tning ! 

Ruth D odds 

(nee Stephenson) 

( 1 95 1 -56) 
Many tnanks for sending me tne Sibford 

Rocket, ( Didn ' t  we do sometning a t  tne 

E lm to do witn rockets?? or nas a senior 

moment kicked in? )  ( Ed No we a re 

sti l l  barkin g  m ad ! )  I t  was good to see 

tne pnoto of Susan Tnomas ( nee Smitn ) 

Ed Goudge a nd B ryony Den ton -

Williams ( nee Veysey ) all my year! 

lennifer Langley is tne only one I nave 

kept in toucn witn since leaving Sibford, 

sne nad two boys tnere, probably about 

twenty yea rs ago. lenny ,  Guy a nd Russell 

used to come nere on tne Sunday of 

parents weekend, to relax and to nave a 

good feed Ed Goudge did email me on nis 

return to SA 

l udy Bea ttie ( nee Davidson )  is m y  

cousin ,  a n d  of course, Martin Davidson 

( 1 947 - 5 3 )  We lost toucn after sne went 

to Oz some tnirty yea rs ago, anotner 

cousin traced ner wnile on noliday over 

tnere 2 - 3 years ago. We now email 

regularly; sne nas a daugn ter living over 

nere. We see ner and Bob wnen tney 

visit tne U K .  

Pernaps you can tell m e  now tne Leslie 

Baily Lecture sta rted. ( Ed I n  1 97 1 )  

I found nim very in teresting to listen to , 

mainly at meeting on a Sunday evening 

H e  used to broadcast too I tnink? My 

motner's cousin Mary Davidson was nead 

girl wnen LB was H ead Boy 

Sibford comes back to na u n t  me every 

once in a wnile. Wnile at a scnool concert 

at Warwick during tne au tumn I met 

parents wno were considering sending tneir 

da ugnter tnere ( da ugnter nas severe 

Dyslexia ) ,  I couldn ' t  believe tnat cnildren 

bus in from Stra tford every day a nd 

obviously do tne return trip in tne evening 

In fact ,  do tney nave many borders now? 

A cnild in my gra ndda ugn ter's class 

started tnere last au tumn ,  so it's a small 

world. About 2 yea rs ago we went to a 

concert at Warwick Castle, it was wet, and 

amongst all tne umbrellas was a Sibford 

one, I was most disappoin ted to learn tnat 

it nad been borrowed ! I 

Tony Dring 

( 1 957-62) 

I t  seems to nave been a long time since I 

wrote so nere I go. Tne nouse is m ucn 

altered , a massive gas tank buried in tne 

garden , new lawns and beds to mask it 

and wnat tney call nard landscaping in tne 

rea r  garden , so tliat we nave new borders 

and beds for plants wliicn a re waiting 

patiently in pots to be planted. We also 

nave a new conserva tory a nd double glazed 

doors and windows. AI1 sucn luxury ,  

togetner witn otner additional insulation 

a nd work on tlie electric's a nd security 

syste m .  l us t  tlie ba tlirooms to go. 

I collected m y  vin tage Rolls Royce tlie otlier 

day from its annual service - i t  really is 

ru nn ing better - and seems wortli tlie 

£XXXXX i t  cost to service! Healtli wise 

I am now an injecting diabetic - sucli fun I 

can liardly tell you .  I t  was one flag on m y  

life m a p  t li a t  I didn ' t  wa n t  - still now it is 

liere it isn ' t  as bad as I perliaps tliouglit 

Coupled witli my mobility problems 

' tliougli j am not cli uffed We wen t to 

Llandudno at tlie weekend a nd I can still 

liardly walk - it someliow doesn ' t  seem fair. 

I t is always good to liear from friends -

so don ' t  be sliy of replying Carole is also 

suffering witli lier liealtli at tlie moment 

and life for lier seems to be a long round of 

liospital visits to ascertain tlie degree of 

damage done to lier lieart by tlie tliyroid 

malfunction Hey tliis getting older tliing 

is rea lly tlirilling 

If you a re in tlie Bobbington a rea ( not  

far from Dudley or Stourbridgel ,  do give 

us a call. 0 1 384 2 2 1 565 will find out  if 

we a re in or wandering round tlie ga rden 

cen tres - again ! Eitlier way our cat lake 

can almost make a good cup of tea ! 

Simon Everest 

( 1 972-77) 
We are looking forwa rd to returning to 

Dubai - we decided to return before I liad 

finalised wlia t  I was going to do! Witli 

Steplien now 1 0  we need to be in a place 

for tFle next five or so yea rs for scliooling -

a nd working for tlie likes of Coca-Cola you 

move every two or tli ree years ,  so tliere is 

no certainty. D ubai is a grea t place to 
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raise cnildren . 

Having said tna t we nave enjoyed 

Slovenia - my first spell of living in E u rope 

since 1 984 a nd a first for tne cnildren ! 

You can probably list botn addresses. 

I a m  OK for tne magazines etc. to go to tne 

fa rm on tne Isle of Man but would like to 

list my D ubai details so tna t if Old 

Scnolars find tnemselves tney can make 

con tact !  We would love to see any OS's 

passing tnrougn. Up to our eyes in boxes 

now - tnis part is not m ucn fu n !  

Cneers ,  

Simon , Snaron ,  Stepnen a nd Georgina 

( Everest )  

( Ed .  Note. Its al l  on the address 

l i st !  A copy can be obta i n ed from 

the Members h i p  Secretary) 

Michael G i l m ou r  

( 1 954-60) 
Tnank you for sending me tne excellent 

2003 'Sibford Rocket' , it bougnt back 

q u ite a few dista n t  memories, one 

especially of Reg Rown tree, tne woodwork 

teacner snouting 'cut to tne waste side of 

tne line' . Sibford nas improved n ugely 

since I was a pupil in tne 1 950's. I ts good 

to see al l  tne new b uildings, a nd 

particularly tne superb new swimm ing 

pool, certainly a fa r cry from wnen I stood 

snivering at tne side of tne old pool! 

Eddie G oudge 

( 1 95 1 - 1 956) 
Marga ret and I enjoyed a most memorable 

noliday to. tne U K last yea r wnicn 

encompassed a very enjoyable weekend 

celebrating a 1 00 yea rs of SOSA at  

Sibford. I t  was a little disappointing to  see 

so few old scnola rs s upporting tne 

gatnering and indeed SOSA It was great 

to catcn up witn a few old scnolars of my 

era including Sue Tnomas ( nee Smiif' ) 

from my class, wno was Head Girl 1 956. 

We nad botn travelled from afar Canada 

in ner case Soutn Africa in my case, yet old 

scnolars from just down tne road so to 

speak not presen t .  We agreed to try and 

meet again at tne 2006 Reu nion and in 

between try to find a nd entn use as many 

o ld scnolars of our t ime to  join and 

celebrate 50 years of life since our time 

togetner at  Sibford 

Tne day we flew back to SA I met up 

witn Jenny  F/eming ( nee Langley ) .  wno 
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was a 1 956 leaver, for a Pub Luncn.  Tne 

result of wnicn sne a nd ner n usband David 

visited us in SA during Marcn tnis year 

( 2004 ) for a mon tns' noliday Many of 

tnose wno remem ber Jen ny would not know 

tnat sne is suffering witn MS, a nd nas for 

a number of years. Tnis does not da unt  ner 

in anyway, so boarding a plane witn 

n usband and wneelcnair sne wings ner way 

to SA We spent m ucn time talking 

Sibford and sne brougnt witn ner a scnool 

pnotograpn taken in 1 953 of tne wnole 

scnool a nd staff wnicn I copied a nd fra med 

for m yself I know tney enjoyed tne time 

witn us and it will always be a pleasure to 

nave Old Scnolars visit us in  SA By tne 

way we live in a beautiful cou ntry .  

and tliis is  Jenny's story . . .  
I a m  writing for tne first time since 

I left Sibford in 1 956. I nave been back to 

Sibford at parents Weekend in tne late 

seventies a nd early eignties, wnen my two 

sons, Guy and R ussell Prince, were at 

Sibford Late last year, m ucn to m y  

surprise, Eddie Goudge contacted me after 

ne nad visi ted tne Eden project .  He is 

trying to contact as many ex pupils from 

our year ( 1 956) ,  as in 2006 it will be 

50 years since we left Sibford 

I nave nad a bit of a cnequered time 

since I left scnool - m y  Motner wanted me 

to become a teacner or nurse - I knew 

m yself tnat neitner of tnese professions 

would suit me - so I went to Gu ildford tecn 

to do snortnand and typing so tnat  I would 

nave sometning to fall back on .  After tna t ,  

I did various office jobs including working 

for tne Town Clerk of G uildford a nd tne 

Cnief Public nealtn I nspector. It was good 

pay ,  but  not very in teresting. 

In between tnis, I married m y  first 

n usba nd, and fa tner of m y  two sons. We 

bougnt a small cottage, refitted i t ,  and 

lived tnere for around fifteen years. I t  was 

expected in tnose days tnat I would stay  at  

nome to  raise m y  sons,  nowever after 

tnirteen yea rs ,  m y  n usband left me for m y  

tnen best friend! S o  I nad to find work, and 

for a wnile I worked at  a local ga rage as 

receptionist. I found a notner job witn a 

freignt forwa rding compa ny.  An office 

colleague advised me tnat I could do better, 

so I wrote to a compa ny ne knew in 

London wno were looking for a Can vasser. 

Every member of tne board in terviewed 

me, separa tely,  last ing most of tne 

afternoon ! 

Tne compa ny was K illick Martin ,  wno 

nad worked for tne East I ndia Compa ny in 

tne 1 8tn cen tury ,  a nd it turned out  tnat 

M r  K illick was a Quaker, so I sensed tnat 

tnis was m y  job ! I did a mon tn's stint a t  

tne Head Office in Leman Street, a nd tnen 

a montn at tne Barking office to learn all 

tne tecn nique's for snipping goods witnin 

tne U. K. a nd around tne world. K illick 

Martin were tne la rgest Loading Broker in 

tne world , working for 7 different snipping 

lines, and my job was to in terview snipping 

managers to get tnem to use tne Lines I 

represented. Tnis all came witn a compa ny 

car a nd a n  expense account .  Ben Line, tne 

largest of tne snipping lines, nad tneir own 

magazine, wnicn I fea tured on tne front  

page, a nd wnicn was flasned around tne 

world - fame at last !  

After about two years, I beca me very 

ill. I couldn't  walk or feel my legs , or see 

very well. I was seeing doctors a nd 

consulta nts ,  but nobody would tell me 

wnat  was wrong. I looked OK, but  I knew 

tna t sometning was rea lly wrong. I felt as 

tnougn I was going mad. Eventually I was 

told tnat I nad Multiple Sclerosis. I was off 

work for tnree montns. 

On m y  first day back I wen t straignt 

to tne M . D .  and told nim about  m y  

condition. I am sure ne nad n o  idea wna t 

M .S .  was really like - ne just said ' well 

tna nk you for telling me, but  you're back 

now' ! I nad a few attacks over tne next few 

yea rs ,  but  notning as bad as tne first time. 

I also managed to get married again ,  

and we were very nappy - life was good at  

tnis t ime despite m y  disability. M y  sons 

were now in tneir 'teens, a nd so were in tne 

process of leaving nome a nd moving on,  

wnen m y  n usba nd died A yea r after tnat 

I was made redundant ,  and so after 

1 8  years I nad no job I tried for new jobs 

but got tne a nswer tna t many ageing 

people face - I was too old. I sold a la rge 

nouse, and moved into a b ungalow, now 

living off my State a nd Compa ny pension .  

My sons ca me back nome and left 

again ,  and after five years of being on m y  

own I tnougn t no ones going t o  knock on 

tne door and tell me I was tne greatest 

tning since slice bread,  so I decided to join 

a singles club. I went several times and 

met lost of n ice people including m y  

curren t  n usband'  Wnen I told n i m  I nad 

M . S .  ne said 'and so nas my sister' . We 

got on so well tnat we got ma rried in 1 997 ,  

wnen I was really well and nobody would 

nave known an ytning was wrong witn me. 

During tne past seven years ,  my condition 

nas deteriorated, so tnat I nave to keep m y  

wneelcnair i n  tne boot of m y  ca r a s  I really 

cannot walk more tnan 20 yards. Despite 

al of tnis, I am a Parisn Councillor, and 

Cnair of tne Planning Com m ittee. (As an 



I ndependent - I couldn ' t  follow a Party 

l ine ! ) I am a lso on tne Exec u tive 

Com m ittee of Snopmobility and tne M S  

Society Tnis all nelps m e  to keep m y  m ind 

occupied witn less time to tnink about my 

legs ! 

Jennifer Fleming 
(nee Langley) 1 95 2-56 

Domin ic  H utch i ngs 

( 1 979-84) 

I ' m  a former day pupil and was interested 

in finding more ou t  about SOSA. 

I enjoyed tne 'wnere are tney now' section of 

tne website a nd offer tne following update 

on my progress since leaving Sibford . 

I gradua ted from Swansea U niversity 

witn a n  nonours degree in  Ocea nograpny 

a nd Geology. I gained a postgraduate 

diploma in Water and Environ mental  

Managemen t, a nd I nave subsequently 

worked for tne na tional Rivers Autnority, 

tne Cabinet Office, and tne Department of 

tne Environment ,  Food and Rural Affairs. 

I ' m  curren tly working as Policy Advisor 

for tne Environmental  Agency. I ' m  living 

in Cardiff witn my wife Claire a nd m y  

son Joe. 

Jason I ndge 

( 1 992-94) 

Jason's m u m ,  Pauline, writes . .  . .  Jason 

is currently on a world tour; ne was in 

Africa for six montns visiting Kenya , nis 

birtnplace, Ta nzania , Zanzibar, Zambia ,  

Mozambique, a n d  tnen Soutn Africa. H e  

nas been on safa ri i n  a number of game 

parks, been deep-sea diving witn Snarks, 

Stingrays, and manta rays. He's been 

down tne Zambezi River on a raft , crossed 

tne Victoria Falls in a bucket sea t on a 

cable. He nas nad many adventures 

getti ng to tnese places overla nd. 

He is currently in N ew Zealand ,  

touring botn tne  Nortn and Soutn isla nds 

in a nired Camper-Va n .  Tnen ne is off to 

tne Australian Outback,  tne Great barrier 

reef for more diving, tnen on to Singapore 

and tne delignts of tne Raffles Hotel. 

Cambodia , Vietna m ,  Hong Kong tnen 

nome a round about J uly 2005 .  

Jason nad  a great time at Sibford, and 

made many friends, and just tnougn t tne 

teacners were very special ,  especially 

M r B u n ney Sibford gave Jason 

confidence, and nelped nim tremendously 

witn nis Dyslexia I cannot tna nk tne 

Scnool enougn . 

Ronald Kennedy 
( 1 928-33) 

You may like to inform Mike and Jenny 

Wollerton and Stuart and Yvon ne Hedley, 

tna t I was Head Boy and Prefect of Penn 

House in 1 93 3 ,  and was, as sucn tne first 

Penn House boy, after tne formation of tne 

tnree nouses of Pen n ,  Na nsen a nd Lister 

by Artn ur Jonnstone. Tnese replaced tne 

four  nouses Watcn men , Pilots, Snepnerds , 

and Coastguards wnen James Ha rrod was 

Head. I snould add tnat it was not because 

I was clever, in fact ,  it was tne teacners wno 

insisted tna t I snould be Head Boy. If A . J .  

nad nad nis way I would nave been passed 

over. We did not get on very well ,  but  

tnat's a notner story ! 

P h i l ip Mo l let 

( 1 983-88) 

Life nas treated me well since I left Sibford. 

I did two years at agricultural college witn 

a year off in tne m iddle, wnicn I spent in 

Austral ia .  After fi n isning college, I 

travelled to Canada wnere I worked on a 

400-acre arable and beef fa rm . Coming 

back to Europe, I tnen decided to stay in 

Portugal, working for local farmers, most 

of wnicn were fam ily ! About 8 yea rs ago, 

I was asked to run tne two fa m ily fa rms by 

m y  fatner and u ncle. We nave been 

putting in about 60 acres of vineyard ,  and 

maintaining 2000 acres of cork forest .  I ' m  

getting married in M a y  ( 2 004) t o  Marge, 

wno is a nurse at  one of tne big Lisbon 

nospitals. I met ner at my parent's nouse 

wnen sne was looking after my motner wno 

nadn't been too welL I am noping to visit 

England in tne not-too-dista nt  fu ture ,  so 

tna t I can snow Marge Sibford ! 

El len Salway 

( 1 989-95) 

I a m  working away trying to get m y  M A  

finisned. I nave passed m y  exa ms, and 

only tne disserta tion is left to do. Tnerein 

lies my difficulty in attending tne Reu nion 

tnis year Altnougn it looks very good, my 

disserta tion deadline is about tnree days 

after tne Reunion , and as m ucn as I would 

like to tnink tnat I would nave it all done 

and d usted by tnen , I know it never really 

works out like tna t !  Please send my love to 

everyone next time you speak to tnem . 

( Ed .  E l l e n ,  we rea l ly  m issed you . )  

Elea n or S m ith 

(nee B l u nsom) 

( 1 949-55) 

I nave recently moved, so I tnougn t I nad 

better let you nave m y  cnange of address. 

I naven ' t  been to Sibford for sometime, 

but I see tne place is growing like Topsy ! 

I a m  noping to visit again in May ( 2004 ) 

- tne best time to see tne Bluebells in 

Wnicnford Woods . 

L i l ian  Ward 

(nee East) 

( 1 928-34) 

Tne Magazine keeps me in toucn. I so look 

forward to it arriving before Cnristmas, 

and I lend it to Betty Vanstone, as we were 

a t  S ibford togetner. I n  spite of m y  

approacning 88tn birtnday ,  I ' m  sti l l  

enjoying life !  I ' m  s o  lucky t o  nave 

wonderful friends around me a nd I nave to 

be ca reful not to accept all tne in vitations 

to din ner etc . ! I ca n not ma nage many 

Reunion's ,  but  one day I nope to  get to 

Sibford to see tne many cnanges 
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Travel l i ng i n  Centra l  Ameri ca 
(e)<tracts of an emai l  sent to her mum the summer of 2004) 
by \Jaomi Cordiner (Sibford 1 990-1 993) 

Finaly, for the first time in the trip so 
far, ",e got to see the sea. The rolling 
wavtS and white beaches of Puerto 

Lim�n on the Caribbean coast. 
lh is  is a happening town, where lots 

of Aj'ican  and Ch inese imm igrants came 

to w�rk on the ra i lway i n  the 1890's. The 

ra i lWlY was designed to take coffee from 

the coast to San jose, but i s  
unfotu nately no longer operating or we 

mig�t have been spared a very long and 
hot bus journey. So,  we sat (me with my 
feet n the sea unt i l  a big wave washed 
over me l )  watch ing the sunset over the 
Caribbea n ,  r ight opposite the is land 
when Columbus first docked i n  order to 

discQver the Americas. Beh i nd us, i n  the 
towr, a Saturday fair was i n  ful l  swing 
with dodgems,  trampol i nes for the kids 
and bts of jerk chicken and fried planta in  

on �Ie ( i f  you haven't tried it ,  go to 

Nott ng H i l l  or Chapel Town this  su mmer 

and have some - fa ntast ic ! ! )  Puerto 
Li men is a lso official ly the place where 
you f nd the biggest bottoms in the world 

- anc these women are not afraid to shQw 
it off The m ixture of African cu rves and 
the Latino desire to expose as m uch flesh 

as possib le  make for an explosive 

mixture! 
'!he next day, it was time for the 

high ight of Costa Rica - a trip to see the 
tu rt l eS . Tortuguero Nat ional  Park is 
4 hOHS by motorboat down canals which 

wind through the depths of the j u ngle. 
With n half a n  hour of setting off we had 
seen caiman (smal l  crocs). baring their 
teetr at us,  cheeky raccoons peaking out 
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from the j ungle and howler monkeys i n  
t h e  trees above. W e  stayed a t  t h e  Manati 
Lodge, which supports conservation for 
these strange elusive creatures. The lodge 
was l itera l ly  surrounded by the j ungle on 
a l l  sides, with a l l  its noises a nd the only 
way in  or out was via the water. On the 
first n ight, we crossed the small  strip of 
land between the river and the Caribbean 
Sea and waited in the dark with about 20 
other people. It was all a bit surrea l ,  but 
eventual ly the ca l l  came through on the 
walky talky that a turt le was laying her 
eggs further up the beach . Apparently, 
when they are actual ly laying they go i nto 
a sort of trance and can't be distu rbed, so 
it's OK to go a nd watch as the smal l  white 
eggs drop into the hole she has dug It 
was an amazing sight. I d idn ' t  qu i te 
real ise how h uge these creatures are -
about a meter and a h a l f  across. 
Afterwards, she rested and covered over 
the hole, carefu l ly patting down the sand 
with her f l ippers. Unfortunately we had to 
leave before she walked back to the sea -
the n u mber of tourists and the a mount of 
time is very carefu l ly  regu lated. A terrible 
th ing, but apparently poaching does sti l l  
happen a n d  we have seen turtle meat and 
eggs for sale several t imes now. 

Tortuguero was amazing - on an early 
morn ing boat ride we saw sleeping bats, 
ra i n bow-bi l led toucans ,  monkeys a n d  
storks a l l  before 8 a m .  Lucki ly we returned 
to the lodge for a huge breakfast of eggs, 
rice, beans,  bread and fru it ,  which we felt 
we deserved before getting up so early! I n  
the afternoon we went on a very relaxed 
paddle in a canoe a nd got scarily close to 
a ca iman which j u mped when ou r guide 

Vo/can Arenal. 

moved in close to take a photo (pics to 
fol low ! )  

I n  the last week we've done a 
wh istlestop tour  of two more of Costa 
Rica's tourist attractions - La Fortuna ,  a 
smal l  town overshadowed by the active 
Volcan Arena! ' We took a h iking tou r  as 
close as you ca n get (legal ly) to the 
volcano and as darkness fel l ,  cou ld see 
the lumps of red hot lava sending up 
sparks i nto the sky as they flew out of the 
cone. Later, we were taken to some hot 
springs, where we sat in one which felt 
l ike bei ng in a giant com m unal  bathtub 
and watched the lava some more. 

F ina l ly came Monteverde a 
fantastica l ly  lush and cool place which 
began as a smal l  Ouaker settlement i n  
the 1 950s. 200 Ouakers left Alabama i n  
protest about com pul sory m i l itary 
conscription and set up a dai ry farm in  
th is  isolated part of Costa Rica. Orig inal ly 
there was no water or electricity and it 
took 15 hours to get there from Costa 
Rica down a d i rt road ! Now there is water, 
electricity a nd l OOs of 1 000s of tourists 
per year take 5 hours to get there up a d irt 
road from San jose! The govern ment has 
made a decision not to pave the roads in 
order not to encourage more tourists. It is  
a beautiful place - amazingly incredibly 
l i ke Yorksh i re - somet imes mist hangs 
over the fields which a re fi l led with 
grazing cows and the wind blows across 
the val ley. It could eas i ly be Hebden 
Bridge in September' In the even ing I put 
a j u m per on for the first t i me s ince San 
Cristobal in Mexico - the only other cool 
place we've been to ( ca n 't real ly  say cold 
compa red to back homze ) .  



Rio Fortuna waterfall. 

One of the best th ings was to visit a 
Frog Pond - don't th ink we actua l ly have a 
word for it ,  but in Span ish its a Ranari um.  
Here we saw Costa Rica 's other famous 
a n i mal  in  al l  it 's red, yel low, orange and 
blue glory !  It was great to see so many 
variet ies c lose up.  We a lso took the 
option to return after dark a nd play 
'spot the  frog by torch l ig h t ,  wh ich 
added a n  extra a ngle.  On the last day, 
we vis ited the da i ry fa rm which makes 

The Fou ndation  -

how to su p port i t  
by R ussell Steed 

I .  In 2003 the School Comm ittee decided 
to lay down the Appeal It had run its 
natural  cou rse, and w h i l e  not 
achievi ng a l l  its original  a ims ,  it had 
given us the Art and Music Schools 
and the swi m m ing pool Much to be 
proud of, but m uch sti l l  to consider 
for the futu re.  The School m ust 
continue to develop which mea ns 
more finance must be sought in  due 
course. Clearly another appeal could 
not be launched for some time,  but 
a n  ongoing fund raising vehicle would 
be useful 

2 .  So the Foundation was launched to 
coincide with the Association's 
centenary, with the hope that old 
scholars would each raise a hundred 
pou nds for a h u ndred years. I was 
asked questions about it that I could 
not a nswer because it had not been 
fully documented. 

3 .  Now that the Foundation is  in place, a 
few detai ls wi l l  not come am iss. It has 
been set up as a trust that is  separate 
from the school, however its trustees 
a re the School Committee. With in  
i ts  trust deed i ts  objects incl ude "To 
su pport, enhance and expa nd 
arrangements for the provision of 
education at S ibford Schoo l " .  To 
ach ieve this,  funds wi l l  come from 
donations and legacies. The fund 
ra is ing wi l l  cont inue ,  and being 
charitable a ny tax involved can be 
reclai med. As a home for legacies the 
trust wi l l  be particu larly useful The 
I n land Revenue expects legacies to be 

used with i n  a year of being received. 
Due to their erratic t iming it is  not 
always possible to use them to their 
best advantage. In the trust the 
l egacies can wa it ,  accu m u lat ing 
i nterest, t i l l  the t ime is  right their  use. 

4.  The Foundation was set up to help 
provide funding for major projects 
and bu rsa ry assistance. The trust 
deed l i sts a n u m ber of purposes to 
help the school: 
I )  provision of bu rsary assistance to 

pupils 
2) assisting in  the fu nding of capital 

projects to upgrade, enhance or 
extend the School's l a n d  or 
bu i ld i ngs including construct ing 
new premises. 

3) provision of insta l lations, facilities 
or equipment 

4 )  provide fu nding for exceptional 
ci  rcu msta nces 

Also i ncluded is a caveat that money 
may not be used to replace normal 
school expenditure. 

5 .  So how do we support the 
Foundation? There are several ways: 
i) Make a donation, either di rect to 

the School or through the Old 
Scholars Association .  

i i )  Do some fund ra ising or sponsored 
activity 

i i i )  For tax effic iency, make your 
personal cheque out to "Sibford 
School Foundation", and write a 
coveri ng letter to the school at the 
usua l  address i nc lud ing  a 
statement in the form "I want the 

it's own specia l  brand of cheese ( lots of 
free samples )  a n d  heard about the 
h i story of the Ouaker sett lement from 
its h u m ble begi n n i ngs to how it is  today 
- export i ng cheese a l l  over Costa R ica 
a n d  beyo n d .  I h ave to say - the  
m i l kshakes made from huge scoops of  
pure da i ry ice crea m were by  fa r the best 
experience of the whole visit  (perhaps 
even the whole trip so far ! ,  yes, they were 
that good ! )  

cha rity, Si bford School 
Fou n dation (Ch arity Register 
n u m ber 1068 2 5 ) ,  to treat th is  
donation of  £ . .  as a gift a id  
donation and to recla i m  the tax 
that I have a l ready paid on it" .  This 
of cou rse appl ies on ly  to 
taxpayers. 

iv) Remember the School in you r  wi ll  
Al l  legacies to charities are tax 
exempt and with more of u s  
becoming l iable for i n h eritance 
tax, i f  only because of the rising 
va lue of ou r homes, this way of 
rememberi ng the School is 
becoming more attractive. 

6.  The Foundation wi l l  take some time to 
grow to a suitable size before it can be 
rea l ly useful So far most of  the 
money that has been donated has 
come from Old Scholars. It would be 
gratifyi ng i f  our contribution stayed as 
a substantial  proportion Old Scholar 
support is valued and welcomed by 
the School At my last School 
Comm ittee Meet ing as a SOSA 
representative I had the plea s u re 
d u ri ng the d iscussion on the 
Fou ndation of handing over an 
envelope conta i n i n g  a substant ia l  
Donation from the Associat ion.  
During the tea break afterwards I was 
asked if I had any more magic 
envelopes. 

7. I l i ke to bel ieve that our Association 
has given the Foundation a good 
start, and I hope we ca n keep a 
prominent place in its records. 
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H atch es , m atch es . . .  

a n d  d es patch es ! 

I f  you have news of any b i rths,  marriages and d eath s ,  then 

p lease notify the Membe rsh i p  Secreta ry, M i ke F i n ch ,  as 

soon as poss ib le .  H is add ress appears in the l i st of officers . 

Lara Mills at one week. 

" 

'Marriaaes 

22 / Sibford Rocket 

lane and Guy Kingham and baby Saffron. 

To Jane a nd Guy Kingham On the 25th September 2 003 , a l ittle gir l  cal led 
Saffron Rachel ,  who weighed in at  101bs. She was certai n ly the centre of 
attention when she made her first Sibford appearance at the Open Day on 
J u n e  19th 2 004. 
To Carol ine ( nee Bon d )  and Pau l  M i l l s .  A l ittle girl , Lara Madelei ne, weigh ing 
i n  at 7 1b I Oozs, a n d  born on 28th J u ne 2004. A s ister for Kate ( nearly 6) and 
Domi n ic (age 3 ) .  and a n inth grandchi ld for Ann and Raymond Bond .  

Another Sibford 

bachelor succumbs ! 

On November 1st 2 003 Stafford Steed 
married Lesley Oa Costa in H atfield 
Registry Office. They had known each 
other for many years and Lesley had 
experienced Si bford at one of o u r  
Reu nions .  I n  h i s  youth Stafford met a 
group of people who have rem a i ned 
sta u nch friends  ever s i nce, help ing each 
other out  despite t h e i r  wide 
geogra p h i ca l  spread.  Many of t h i s  



group took Stafford on a stag weekend 
in Pa ris,  a l l  except one trave l led l ight .  
On arrival at the hotel this one,  Mel ,  
opened his  case a n d  handed Stafford a 
P i n k  Panther costume.  I n  t h i s  outfit he 
was the centre of attraction wherever 
they went. Many had their  photographs 
taken with  h i m  i nc l u d i n g  the  
Gendarmerie .  On t h e i r  ret u rn the  
passport offic ia ls did not  req u i re the  
panther head to be removed for 
identif icat ion .  Who but a Brit wou ld 
walk arou nd l ike that? Mel was a lso 
Stafford's best m a n .  Lesley, the bride, 
was dr iven to the wed d i n g  in h i s  
c h a u ffe ur  driven Be nt ley, w h i l e h e  
drove Stafford there i n  a lesser vehic le .  

Stafford completed h is  coup by n ot 
on ly ga i n i ng h i mself a wonderful wife, 
but a l so t h ree c h i ldren and a pack of 
gra n d  ch i ldren .  We wish them m uch 
happi ness i n  their future l i fe together. 

Michael Grimes and Vanessa Williams 

were ma rried at Bournvi l l e  Meet ing 
House i n  Birm i ngham on a pleasa nt 
sum mer's day (a rare event this year) on 
6th J u n e  2004. Certa i n ly, the loca l 
Friends were delighted to witness the 
rare occasion of a Ful l  Meet ing H ouse, 
with stan d i ng room only !  Afterwards the 

whole party moved to Tyler's Lock, a 
canal-side location at Tardebigge, Near 
Bromsgrove, to attend the Reception . 
Michael and Vanessa had wa nted as 
many people that they knew to join in  
w i th  the celebrat ions ,  a n d  as  t hey 
couldn 't afford to cater for so many, they 
hit upon the novel idea of a 'bring-your-

Stafford Steed and his wife Lestey Da Costa. 

Michaet Grimes and Vanessa Williams. 

own-food' event, which was bri l l iant .  
Several Old Scholars were present, but 
decided that it might be too m uch to 
have a Rocket by the ca nal l  Nevertheless, 
It was a delightful occasion , and as we 
welcome N essa to the Si bford fam i ly we 
extend our love and best wishes for a 
happy and successful marriage. 
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DEATHS 
It is with great sadness that we have to report the death 
of a number of Old Scholars and friends . . .  

Barbara Crozier ( nee Bond) was at 
Si bford between 1 93 7-41 and was a L i fe 
m e m ber  of SOSA. Ba rba ra d i ed i n  
J a n u a ry 2 003 , but  we o n l y  recen t l y  
heard o f  h e r  death .  

Dorothy Haines was at Si bford between 
193 2-35  and she was a L i fe member of 
SOSA. Her death was reported to us i n  
J u ne 2004. 

Janet Manasseh (nee Old ham) 
Died on the 21 st J u n e  2 004 aged 72.  
She was a pupi l at  S ibford between 
1 944-48. 

Janet Sewell ( nee Eavi s ) ,  who was at 
S i bford with  J a net ,  has written the  
fol lowi ng tribute . .  

Many pupils came to Sibford i n  the 
40's because of the war. Si bford was a safe 
place! Janet came from Castle Bromwich , 
Birmingham in 1 944, her sister Marjorie 
(You ng) havi ng left in 1941. 

J a n et was q u i te reserved ,  h a rd­
working,  c lever and wel l -orga n ised -
q u a l i t ies which stayed with  her  
throughout her l i fe. She played hockey 
and was in the tea m wh ich incl uded her 
future s i ster- i n  - law, Pa mela Boas t !  
After S i bford , J a net w e n t  on to 
Edgbaston H igh School in Birm i ngham 
and then to S t . J a m es Secreta r ia l  
Col lege i n  London which  took her  i nto 
the world of commerce. She eventua l ly 
moved to Banbury as secretary to the 
D i rector at Alca n .  We had played a 
hockey match 

There, So that was how she went to 
a SOSA. Reun ion a n d  met P h i l i p  . They 
ma rried in 1956 and she took up her 
new l i fe of fa rm ing with enthusiasm 
ra i s i ng her two sons, Tim a n d  Andrew. 

The fa m i ly moved to Combe i n  1 969 
a n d  she taught at  a secretarial  col lege 
in Oxford later setting  up a n ew one in 
St.Aldates. Her high standards and 
u nswerving attention to detai l  cou pled 
with warmth and good h u mour a re 
remembered by a l l  who knew her. She 
took a fu l l  part i n  the l i fe of the v i l lage 
and en joyed her reti rement fol lowi ng 
her interests of gardening ,  music a n d  
France. 
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She supported P h i l i p  in h is  work 

a n d  respons ib i l i t ies in Oxford Meeting,  
a n d  the Sibford School Com m i ttee, and 
a lso Sibford Genera l  Meet i n g  

A Than ksgiving Meet i ng was held 
at S ibford Gower Meet ing House on 
16 J u l y  2004 and was attended by her 

fa m i ly and Friends,  inc lud ing many Old 
Scholars,  and busi ness col leagues. 

Pearl Mayo 

Died in her n i n etieth year, having l i ved 
i n  the Shipston a rea most of her l i fe .  

H e r  fam i ly were wel l  known t i m ber 
merchants. Pearl was a regular  vis itor 

to the School and was a pupi l  between 

1 925-32 .  She was also Head Gi r l .  She 

was a L i fe member of SOSA. 

Jim McCallum 

Died on 29/11/03 aged 86. H e  attended 

Sibford between 1928-34.  l i m  was a 

popu l a r  attender at R e u n i o n s ,  

especia l ly  Open Day, unt i l  very recently. 

H i s  daughter is Ann Brown who was at 

Sibford between 1 95 3 - 59. 

Elsie Mitchell (nee Harrod) 

23, 1 2 , 1 9 1 0  - 2 1 . 1 0.2003 

At Si bford between 192 1 -24. 

Chris Gri mes writes: 
E l s i e  was born at  S i bford, secon d  
da ughter o f  James & Mabel H arrod, 

la mes was of cou rse Si bford's t h i rd 
H ead.  She attended the School and 
became Head Gir l .  From Si bford she 
went to The Mount and then to Bedford 
Col lege in London from where she 
graduated and beca me a sc ience 
teacher. I remember her teach ing at 
Q u een A n n e's School for g i r l s ,  
Caversham,  a n d  i n  East London. Her  
last fu l l  t ime post was  at G u i ldford H igh 
Schoo l .  where the H ead teacher was 
reputedly told by i nspectors "You are 
very l u cky to have M rs .  M itche l l  
teach i ng here". 

Her  home in Goda l m i ng beca me a 
hub for the ent i re fa m i l y  who wou ld 
gather toget her  for a l l  sorts of 
celebrations.  

She had a m isch ievous sense of fu n 

ianet Manasseh. 

and a sharp m i n d .  Th is ,  together with a 
large col lect ion of teddies and other 
soft toys, endeared her to a l l  her 5 
nephews & n i eces a n d  1 5  great 
nephews & n i eces whom she loved 
dearly. She ma rried H erbert M itchel l 
late i n  l i fe and del ighted i n  having 
inherited grandchi ldren 

She was a passionate Socia l ist with 
very strongly held views wh i ch she 
would com m u n i cate to the media and 
her  loca l M P.  

Elsie was very i nvolved with her 
l oca l Quaker Meet i n g ,  and was a 
vol u nteer i n  her loca l Oxfam shop for 
several years. S i bford was dea r to her 
heart .  even though her visits to the 
School beca me less frequent.  

U n fortu nately, age crept up on her 
and she beca me u n stable,  having m a ny 
fa l l s  i n  the  home a n d  even t u a l ly, 
aga inst her wi l l ,  she was i n stal led in a 
residential  home where she was never 
very happy. 

W h i le she was there her a lert m i n d  
beca me d u l l ed a nd she got more a nd 
more confused, but she st i l l  loved her 
fa m i ly visit ing her u nt i l  her death at the 
age of 92 .  
Russell S.Mortimer 
H i s  death was reported to us  by h i s  wife 
Jea n ,  on the 1 8th March 2004. Russell 
was a pupil at Si bford between 1924-27,  
and was L i fe Member of SOSA. 
Barrie Naylor MBE. 
1 9 1 1 -2004 



M ichael Farr has compi led the 
fol lowing tribute: 

Barrie came to Sibford i n  193 5 ,  as a 
PE and Games Master, and also as a 
specia l ist teacher i n  J un ior  Maths and 
Engl ish .  We a l l  remember h im as a 
warm and cari ng person .  He took a 
gen u i n e  i nterest i n  the l i fe of each ch i ld .  
We were not  merely pupi ls ,  we were 
i nd iv i d u a l s .  A t  d i ffi cu l t  moments ,  
Barrie's counsel and help cou Id a lways 
be rel ied upon . Even the youngest of 
h i s  former pup i l s  a re now in t h e i r  
seventies,  b u t  S ibfordians privi leged to 
have had their  l ives touched by Barrie 
Naylor st i l l  remember h i m  with deep 
affection . 

It was at Sibford that Barrie found his 
l i fe partner, the m uch loved - Shei la 
Macpherson , who was then Sibford's Art 
Teacher. They became Quaker's in 1 940 
and were married at the Gower Meeting 
House. 

Barrie was a Conscientious Objector, 
and as a requirement of h is  exemption, he 
was obl iged to do social work. This led to 
h is  move to the Rhondda Val ley in 1 94 1 .  

The N aylor's f i rst d u t ies i n  the  
Rhondda were as resident helpers i n  the 
Quakers '  Maes-yr-haf  Educat iona l  
Sett lement .  Compassionate Fr iends 
who were concerned with  the 
Depress ion 's d isastrous effects on  
m i n i n g  com m u nities had started up the 
Sett lement in 1 926 .  They beca me 
Wardens  and were there unt i l  ret i rement 
i n  1 97 1 .  

After ret i rement.  the Naylors moved 
to Brockwei r, in the Wye Val ley, having 
acquired a d i lapidated Malthouse. The 
couple establ ished a pottery busi ness 
there w h i le they conti n ued, over t h ree 
decades, to restore the old bu i ld ing 
They were joi ned by son Peter, who kept 
the  pottery going u n t i l  h i s  own 
ret i rement .  D u r i n g  t h i s  period,  they 
suffered the cruel loss of their  daughter 
J udy through cancer. 

Happi ly, Barr ie m a i nt a i n ed h i s  
mental facult ies to the end o f  h i s  long 
l i fe. At SOSA Reu n ions ,  even up to the 
turn of the Century, we cont in ued to 
en joy the Naylors'  presence among us ,  
and q u i te often at Su nday Meeting we 
were pr iv i leged to receive Barr ie's 
thoughtful  m i n istry. 

Fai  l i n g  eyesight m a rred the last 
three years of h i s  l i fe. He was f inding it 
harder to move about and a fter a nasty 
fa l l  down the cel la r  steps, he was rushed 
to hospital He d i ed peacefu l l y  on  
Thu rsday 16th September 2 004. 

A throng of mou rners attended the 

Elsie Mitchell. 

fu nera l at the Forest of Dea n 
Crematori u m .  In addit ion to a la rge 
group of friends and fa m i ly, many folk 
had trave l led from the Welsh Val leys i n  
order t o  pay t h e i r  last respects t o  a 
m uch- l oved m a n .  
( Ed.  If anyone would like a full 

transcript of Mike Farr's tribute. 

then please contact him by e-mail: 

mefarr@lineone.net 

Clive Penman 
He d ied on the 16th September i n  
York. C l i ve w a s  S i bford's M u s i c  
teacher i n  t h e  late 195 0's a n d  ea r ly  
1 960's. H e  left S ibford i n  196 1 .  H i s  
son Robert, a l so taught a t  S i bford . 

Shirley Rowley 
(formerly Cem m )  ( nee Baker) 

Sadly, S h i r ley's death was reported 
to us early in the year, very soon a fter 
she re j oi n ed the Asso c i at i o n ,  a n d  
h a vi n g  wr itten a n  evoca t i ve p i ece 
about her t i m e  at S i bford,  in l ast years 
Magaz i n e  She attended the School 
between 1 94 3 -48 

Mavis Stiles ( nee Mutch) 
O n e  of SOSA's much l oved 

m em be r s ,  d i ed a fter  a b rave f ight  
aga i nst ca ncer  on  7th September 2 004 . 
H i la ry Haddleton ( n ee Thornton) has  
wr itten the  fol l owi n g  tr ibute . 

M a v i s  l ived at S t a n t e n - o n - t h e ­
W o l d  w h e n  s h e  c a m e  to S i b fo rd 
between 1 946-49. She was i n  a Form 
above me, but somehow we beca me 
fr ien ds ,  and she used to come and 
stay a t  our  home in Oxford . 

Mavis  made m a n y  fr iends d u ri n g  
her  l i fe ,  a n d  I remember her  as  a keen 
wr i te r, w i t h  P e n f r i e n d s  in v a r i o u s  
cou n t ries .  I n  195 0  she had a G r a n t  

from the M a b e l  H a rrod Fund t o  enable  
her  to v is i t  her  Swed ish  Penfr iend .  

When I worked in  S .E London . I would 
visit Mavis and her husband David and 
their daughters Anne a nd J u l ia ,  at their 
home in  Ash ford. 

Mavis was a loyal and keen old scholar 
over many years, and it was she who 
enticed me back to the Reun ion in  1983 ,  
because Arnold Darl ington ,  who taught 
Biology at Sibford to both myself and 
Mavis,  was giving the Leslie Bai ly Address, 
and it was he who had stimulated Mavis's 
love of birds and nature. 

Mavis was President of SOSA i n  
1 988-89. a nd introduced h e r  cou s i n  
Desmond Rose and h i s  wi fe M a rgaret, 
to SOSA Reu n i o n ' s ,  a n d  who has  
enterta i n ed us on many occasions with  
h is  love of a mateur  operatics. Mavis's 
da ughter A n n e  a n d  her fa m i l y  a l so 
became stau nch supporters. 

I v i s i ted Mav is  in K i n gs Lyn n  
Hospita l  o n  t h e  T h u rsday a fter the  
August Reu n ion , tak ing  her a Si bford 
Teddy She was havi ng a 'good day' , and 
I was  able to  wheel her a round the 
hospital grounds,  en joy ing the fresh a i r, 
b i rds ,  trees and plants that were so 
m u ch a part of her  l i fe. She d ied five 
days later. 

F ive O l d  Schol a rs attended h e r  
fun era l at  H o l beach - D i a n a  & 

J o h n  Lloyd , M i ke F inch ,  and John  and 
H i l a ry Haddleton . We were pleased that 
we could give our farewel l s  on beh a l f  
of SOS A 

/onathan Wayburne 
His mother not i fied the Associat ion of 
h i s  death at the begi n n i n g  of the yea r. 
He atten ded t h e  School  between 
1 99 5 - 9 7 .  U n fortu nately we h ave no 
other detai l s  except that  he  d ied i n  
t rag ic  c i rc u m sta nces.  

Barbara Wood (nee Best) 
Died i n  Apr i l  2 004. Barbara was at 
Sibford between 1927-32 ,  and was a 
stalwart of the M idland Bra nch where 
she w i l l  be sadly m issed. 

Mavis Stiles. 
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SI B FORD OLD SC HOLARS' ASSOC IAT ION 

An n ual  General  Meeting M i nutes 

Date & Time: 1 0 .30am on Monday 30th August 2004 
Venue: S ibford Friends'  School 
Attendees: 4 1  

Stephen Bunney welcomed 

Old Scholars a n d  Guests to the 

1 00th An nual  General Meeting. 

1 .  Greetings Received: 

Stephen Bun ney reported that Best 

Wishes for the Reunion had been 

rece ived from m a n y  i n d iv i d u a l s  

i n c l  u d i  ng ,  R u t h  Aldwort h  ( L izzie 

Jones ) ,  Maggie Vel l a  ( nee Smith ) ,  l i m  

H i l l i ng,  Cec i ly B l u n t  ( n ee Eldridge ) ,  

An n Bon d ,  N a ncy Bottoms ( nee 

Baker) ,  Lorra i n e  and P h i l i p  Brown , 

N or m a n  Coxon , H ugh G i bson ,  

M i chael  Goodwi n ,  M a rga ret a n d  

E d d i e  Goudge,  Art h u r  H a rr ison , 

Esther  J a ckso n ,  Rona I d  Ken n edy, 

H ugh a n d  D a p h n e  Maw, W i l l  

Norgrove, Lesley N e l l ,  Gra h a m  Sagar, 

E l l e n  Salway, J a net a n d  J oe Sewel l ,  

Mavis  S t i l e s ,  L i l i a n  Wa rd , l u d i t h  

Week s ,  Berwick W i l l i a m s  a n d  

E l iza beth You ng. 

2 .  Obituaries: 

The meet i ng observed a short s i lence 

to remember the I ives of 

• Reg Brown ( September 200 3 ) ,  

• Barbara Crozier ( nee Bond)  

( January 2003) ,  

• Dorothy H a i nes ( J une 2004 ) ,  .,. 

• J i m  McCa l l u m  ( Novem ber 2003 ) ,  

• Ja net Manasseh ( J u ne 2004 ) ,  

• Pea rl Mayo ( Apri I 2004 ) ,  

• Els ie  Mitchel l  ( nee H a rrod )  

( October 2003 ) ,  

• R u ssel l  S Mort i mer (Apri l 2004 ) ,  

• S h i rley Rowley ( nee Baker) 

( N ovember 2003 ) ,  

• Jon  Wayburne ( J u n e  2004) a n d  

• Barbara Wood ( nee Best ) 

(Apri l 2004 ) 
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3. Minutes of the Last Annual 

General Meeting: 

The m i n utes of t h e  AG M h e l d  

25th  August 2003 were approved a n d  

s igned by the Presi dent as a correct 

record of the meeting .  

4 .  Reports 

Genera l  Secretary's Report: 

Presented by Lucinda Pou lton-

You r  Comm ittee has  con t i n ued to 

meet throughout the year u nder the 

superb chairmanship of Stephen Bunney. 

I hope that my report w i l l  give you an 

i nsight i nto n u m erous matters t h at 

the Com m ittee has addressed. 

As members you wi l l  have received 

your  copy of Tlie Sibford Rocket, if you 

were u n l ucky in being unable to jo in  

the events last year you w i l l  have been 

able to ga i n  some idea of the various 

celebrations that took place. As you 

are aware we were celebrating the 

Association's 1 00th Ann iversary and 

the Bal l ,  as part of the August Reu n ion 

tran sformed the 'B lack H ole' ( Ma i n  

H a l l )  i n to a n  u n recog n i sable a n d  

excel lent ven ue .  T h e  event was o n e  of 

the Association's fund ra is ing events 

for t h e  Fou n dat ion a n d  as o u r  

Accounts show w e  were a b l e  to h a n d  

over £2 360 . 74 from o u r  weekend 

celebrations,  but more of that with in  

our Treasurer's report. 

This year has seen some con sol idation 

and reconfiguration of th i ngs, and as 

my report contin ues they wi l l  start to 

appear before you .  

The Fou n dat ion i s  now forma l ly 

establ ished and with thanks to Old 

Scho l a rs has  opened with  over 

£ 1 6000. J u st to rem i n d  you a l l  that it 

is a veh i cle for i nvestment of 

donations, legacies, gifts and fu nd­

ra i s i ng and w i l l  assist i n  fu n d i ng futu re 

m a j or developments So as I say to 

rem i n d  you at our 1 00th Reu n ion 

don't forget to l i n k  together w i t h  

fam i l ies a n d  friends i n  trying t o  raise 

£ I 00 for 1 00 years 

Another SOSA fu n d raiser  for t h e  

Fou n dat ion ,  s uggested , establ ished ,  

and co-ord i n ated by Ann Bond,  has 

been the Silver M ile. As you wi l l  be 

awa re fro m the E - n ews t h at Ann 

c i rcu lates, we have not  yet reached 

that m agic target . Ann had s uggested 

that with Sue Freestone's depart u re i t  

m i g h t  be r i g h t  to lay  d o w n  t h e  

Silver Mile, and fol lowing discussion at 

our last General Committee Meeti ng, 

Committee Members agreed with Ann's 

suggestion 

An n Bond has cont in ued to produce 

E - n ewsletter w h i c h  so m a n y  

i n d iv iduals  receive a n d  e n j oy. I t  acts 

a nd a u sefu I rem i nder of forth co m  i ng 

events with i n  SOSA, and the School .  

The sponsors h i p  of t h e  School Year 

Book t h a t  was m e n t i o n ed in my 

report last yea r has come to fru it ion 

with a s ignatu re/autograph page,  the 

feedback from p u p i l s  has been 

posit ive .  T h a n ks go to C h r i st i n e  

Weatherhead for h e r  co-ord i nation 



a n d  l i a i son w i t h  t h e  School on 

t h i s  m atter. 

There was a good SOSA presence at 

the School Sports and Open Day on 

the 1 9t h  J u ne and the SOSA room on 

the South Corridor was com petent ly 

orga n i sed and m a n ned by C h r i s  

a n d  P a t  G r i m e s .  I t  w a s  a l so a n  

opport u n i ty for people  to m eet 

Michael  Goodwi n  for the fi rst t i m e .  

Our presence at t h e  Open D a y  a l l ows 

both p u p i l s  a n d  pa rents to meet 

members of SOSA, and we have a l so 

con t i n ued to p romote ou rselves 

t h rough the School Magazi ne ,  and a 

SOSA Maga z i n e  was sent  to a l l  

pa rents a n d  staff. 

W h i lst ment ion i n g  Pat a n d  C h ris  

Grimes, they have after many years 

decided to step down as the London 

Branch Secretaries. U n fortu nately 

having approached members of the 

Branch nobody is  interested i n  taking 

on the organ i sation of the gro u p  

It  h a s  t herefore been agreed t h a t  the 

London Bra nch wi l l  be l a i d  down 

with  effect from t h i s  AG M .  H i l a ry 

Haddleton i s  h appy to con t i n ue as 

Bra nch Secretary of t h e  M id l a n d  

Branch and w e  thank h e r  for that.  

I wou ld l i ke to ask you to join me in 

thanking Chris and Pat for al l  the ir  

hard work and hospita l i ty that  they 

have put i nto their  t ime as Branch 

Secretaries. 

Reunion Secretary (Organiser) -

Last yea r E l len Salway resigned as 

Reun ion Secretary j u st prior to the 

Reu n i on and as you wi l l  have noted 

t h i s  is o n e  of t h e  posts on t h e  

N o m i n a t i o n  For m .  The G e n e ra l  

Com m i ttee spent t i me d i scuss ing 

t h i s  posit ion a n d  it  was  agreed that  

now was a n  i deal t i me to reformat t h e  

work a n d  it  w a s  felt  that  beca use o f  

t h e  com m itments t h a t  i nd iv i d u a l s  

have outside o f  Si bford and SOSA 

there shou Id be greater delegation of 

d ut i e s  a n d  t h a t  u n der  t h e  newly 

e l ected R e u n i o n  Orga n iser  t h ese 

c h a n ges wou ld start to occ u r, 

enabl i ng i ndiv idua l s  to actua l ly  e n j oy 

the weekend t he mselves. 

Future Reunions - From next year, 

2005,  the Reu n ion wi l l  move from 

August Bank Holiday to J u ly. It w i l l  

a lways b e  t h e  second weekend o f  t h e  

School H o l i day. There a re severa l 

reasons for t hese cha nges; fi rstly, we 

a re not attract i ng t h e  you nger 

fa m i l i e s ,  partly beca u s e  of t h e  
week-e n d  occ u r r i n g  at t h e  Ba n k  

Hol iday People n ow t ravel far and 

wide for their  h o l idays and do not see 

t h e  week-end as pa rt of t h e i r  s u m mer 

hol iday. There are a l so fa r more 

fest iva l s  and nat ional  events that take 

place that weekend.  Second ly, the 

Ba n k  H ol iday weekend is  a lso a pri me 

weekend for the School Lets ,  a n d  as 

part of o u r  ob ject ives wit h i n  o u r  

Con s t i t u t i o n  ' t h e  prov i s i o n  o f  

assistance t o  t h e  School wherever 

possible '  i t  does not m a ke sense for 

us to cause a b l ock on some of t h e  

Schools  longer Lets at t h i s  t i m e .  

T h e  R e u n i o n  w i l l  i n  pr inciple b e  a two 

day eve n t ,  accom modation wi  1 1  

h opef u l l y  be ava i lable from Friday 

N ig h t ,  a It h ough t h e re w i  1 1  be n o  

activit ies orga n ised o r  food provided. 

Mea l s  w i l l  beg i n  with Breakfast on tile 
Sat u rday, a n d  t h e  weekend w i l l  f i n i sh  

on S u n day after afternoon Tea .  I t  was 

recogn ised t h at t h ere may be a 

couple of years where there cou ld be 

a d rop i n  n u m bers , a n d  some 

members wi l l  not be happy about 

these cha nges, but for t h e  future of 

the Assoc iat ion  t h i s  h a s  to be 

attempted. 

It pleases me to be able to i n form you 

t hat Ann Bond has been asked to be 
Honorary President of the PSFA and 

you r  President offered congratu lat ions 

to Ann on your  behalf .  

As mentioned earl ier the Sibford Rocket 

fou n d  its way t h rough your letter 

boxes and the feedback has been 

positive, especial ly receiving it  s l ightly 

earl ier, once aga i n  than ks go to An n 

Bond for her hard work i n  prod ucing 

the magazine,  not a si mple job 

There h ave a l so been c h anges i n  

relation to the Editor o f  the Sibford 

Rocket. Due to some d i sagreements 

w it h i n  the G e n e ra l  Com m ittee , 

An n Bond chose to w i t h d raw as 

Ed itor of the magazi ne i n  the spri ng 

This u n fortu nately meant that Ann 

re l i nq u i s h ed her pos i t i o n  o n  t h e  

Com m ittee as she w a s  e lected as 

Ed itor a n d  n ot a general com m ittee 

mem ber. A letter was sent to Ann on 

the Associat ions beh a l f  t h a n ki ng her 

and expressi n g  our s i n cere gratitude 

for the i nva luable  work in so m a n y  

areas,  a l o n g  with  the t i me t hat she 
h a s  a l so p u t  i n  o n  be h a l f  of 

the Associat ion.  

T h a n ks go to C h rist ine  and 

lan Weatherhead who have stepped 
i nto the breach to ensure that you 

receive a magazi ne t h i s  year. 

The pos it ion of Editor i s  u p  for 

elect ion later in the AG M and it  has 

been agreed by the Com m ittee that 

a Magaz i n e  sub-co m m i ttee be 

establ ished u nder the leaders h i p  of 

the Editor and that the President 

should have i nput i nto the magazine 

that covers their  term of office. 

Members h i p  of the Associ ation 

cu rrently sta nds at around 647 the 

new members h i p  system with cu rrent 

pupi ls  appears to be worki ng wel l .  

Fol l owing t h e  election o f  M i ke Finch 

as M e m bers h i p  Secreta ry at l a st 

yea r's AG M ,  Raym ond Bond h a s  

passed over the SOSA Members h i p  

Database.  A l etter express i ng t h e  

Associat ion's s i ncere thanks for a l l  
t h e  t i m e  a n d  extremely h a rd work for 

a l l  that  Raymond has  done 'beh i n d  

t h e  scenes , '  b u t  more i mporta ntly i n  

t h e  esta b l i s h m ent ,  a n d  mai ntenance 

of t h e  Members h i p  Database,  has  

been sent  to Raymond 

Tha n ks go to Ph i l i ppa Ha rrison who 

com p l etes her term on the 

Com m i ttee for her contr ibut ion to the 

Association work and i n  part icu lar  

t h e  rece n t  work  s h e  h a s  done 

in  reva m p i n g  t h e  e n ro l m e n t/new 

member leaflet.  

The SOSA Geoffrey Long Prize,  

awarded to a n  i ndiv idual  p iece of 

work which  ca n be either l i tera ry or 

art has  t h i s  year been awarded to 

Jeremy Wright.  Jeremy prod uced a 

video docu mentary about the pl ight 

and cou rage of the a m putee footba l l  

tea m s  i n  S i erra Leo n e ,  t h e  

docu mentary i s  very moving to 

watch a n d  was e n tered for t h e  

I nternat iona l  com pet it ion w i t h  t h e  

Brooklyn Fi l m  Fest iva l and reached 

the f i n a l  e leven entrants .  

A member of the Association has 

requested that some way be fou nd 

to relay  to t h e  m e m bers h i p  

acknowledgem e n t  o f  t h e  i m mense 
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amount  of work that the Com m i ttee 

put in to orga n i s i n g  t h e  Reun ion 

and ru n n i ng it  at t h e  weeke n d ,  i n  

part icu lar  the Reu n i on Secretary and 

Ass i st a n t  Reu n i o n  Secreta ry. The 

i n d iv i d u a l  stated t h at h e  fe lt  t h e  

m e m bers h i p  s h o u l d  b e  re m i n ded 

that these i n d iv iduals  are doing a l l  

t h i s  work whi lst a lso paying t h e  f u l l  

regi strat i o n  fee to atten d  t h e  

weeke n d .  I t h a n k  t h e  i n d iv i d u a l  

concerned for h i s  gra t i t u d e  a n d  

acknowledgement o f  t h e  amount  of 

work i nvolved. 

Com ments a re often made that  

maybe we ' recycle '  the members of 

t h e  co m m i ttee . For t h e  l a st two 

years I have asked at the AG M that 

members con s ider com ing on boa rd , 

a n d  each year with your agenda you 

are sent nomi nation forms BUT we 

never receive any other n o m i nat ions .  

T h i s  yea r has seen the co-option of  

three ' new, you ng' faces, one ,  Edd 

Frost, has been extremely proactive 

and has submitted h i s  name for fu l l  

Com m i ttee Members h i p  i n  t h i s  year's 

elect ion . U n fortunately one has a 

s m a l l  c h i l d  and has  fou n d  it d i fficu l t  

to attend meet i ngs ,  s h e  i s  n ow 

pregnant aga i n  so has  been unable to 

com m i t  t i m e  and is not stan d i n g  for 

elect ion .  The t h i rd ,  a very loca l ' lad '  

has  been unable  to com m it h i mself .  

So I am i n c l i ned to agree t hat at t i mes 

we appear to 'recycle'  and maybe as 

some have said become a l i t t le  

i ncestuous.  I t  i s  very easy to s it  back 

a n d  com p l a i n  or j u dge on t hese 

issues BUT I wou ld add that i f  it 

wa sn't  for· t hese i nd iv iduals  who put 

in a great dea I of thei r person a  I t i  me 

a n d  effort at  no cost to t h e  

Associat ion t h e n  there wou ld  b e  no 

Com m ittee a n d  there wou l d  be no 

Reu n ions ,  no magaz ine ,  no n ews and 

no Associat ion.  

F i n a l l y I wou l d  l i ke to c lose by 

t h a n ki ng a l l  m e m bers of the 

Com m i ttee for t h e i r  ongoing su pport, 

h a rd work a n d  d e d i ca t i o n  to t h e  

Associat ion .  

Qu estions were i n vited from the 

floor; al l  q ueries were i n  relat ion to 

the cha nge of weekend and reu n i o n  

progra mme M ichael Van Blankenstein 
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req u ested t h at t h e  Reu n io n  s u b  

gro u p  l ook carefu l l y at  t h e  

content o f  t h e  shortened weekend ,  

re m e m  ber i  ng s u c h  t h  i ngs  a s  

President's Choice, Treasu re H u nts ,  

Wa l ks ,  and C h ora l  etc. Ste p h e n  

Bun ney rem i nded the meet ing t h a t  

o n e  of t h e  a i m s of mov i n g  t h e  

weekend is  t o  try and attract back 

yo u nger Old Scholars and fa m i l ies .  

Ann Muir  suggested that we should 

look at m ixed yea r groups i n  relat ion 

to t h e  Com m ittee a n d  the Weekend .  

David Carlton Smith  suggested that  

attending members should  be used 

to move cha i rs or ru n th i ngs at the 

weekend a n d  i f  possible they should 

be asked before t h e  weekend .  The 

issue of cu rrent p u p i l s  and recent 

leavers attendi ng,  as previously was 

ra ised . The Meet i n g  was rem i nded 

that dur ing t h e  ten ure of a previous 

Head this practice was ceased a nd 

t h a t  a lt h ough S u e  Freesto n e  was 

su pportive of SOSA she did not feel 

that it  was right to expect the cu rrent 

Head boy a n d  g i r l  to attend meet ing ,  

especia l ly  with t h e  majority of pupi ls  

now bei n g  day pupi ls  

Branch Reports: 

Lon don -

Presented by Chris C ri mes -

Lon don Bra n ch has had a q u ite yea r. 

O u r  last event was i n  December when 

once aga i n  Old Scholars j o i n ed u s  i n  

S t  A l b a n s  for a p re C h ri st m a s  

gather ing .  T h i s  t i m e  e leven of u s  

enterta i n ed ou rselves w i t h  the u s u a l  

m ix of food , c h a t  a n d  q u i z  ga mes 

Pat a n d  I took on t h e  Bra nch 

orga n i sation n i ne years ago when it  

was u n der t h reat of fol d i n g  We have 

ma naged to keep it  going,  but  with 

a n  ever d i m i n i s h i ng n u m ber of old­

t i m ers. In  Apri l we wrote to London 

Branch members to i n form them that 

we had ru n out of stea m and that we 

wish  to hand over t h e  rei n s  to anyone 

w i l l i n g  to do t h i s ,  otherw i s e  t h e  

Bra nch wou l d ,  t h is t i m e ,  have t o  fol d .  

Alth ough most of those who repl ied 

sa i d  t h ey w i s h e d  t h e  Bra n c h  to 

cont i n ue ,  we have, as yet, had no 

offers. So, sadly, u n l ess we have an 

offer this week-en d ,  the branch w i l l  

have t o  close w i t h  any rem a i n i ng 

money goi n g  to t h e  S i lver M i le .  

Over the last n i ne yea rs , apart from 

hold ing an a n n ua l  Advent Gathering 

at our  house,  we have vis ited the 

homes of Pam a n d  Art h u r  H a rrison , 

Mavis  St i l es a n d  George a n d  

M a rga ret B u n n ey. W e  have ra m bled i n  

the Chess Va l l ey, v is ited Capel Manor 

i n  E n field a nd vis ited London h a u n ts 

of t h e  G l obe Theatre,  a n d  t h e  

Tate Modern . 

We s h a l l  be sorry to see t h e  Branch 

close,  but  hope that contact wi l l  n ot 

be lost a n d  that i n formal gatheri ngs 

may be arra nged . 

Pat a n d  C h ri s  were once aga i n  

t h a n ked fo r a l l  t h e i r  work i n  

m a i nt a i n i n g  the London Bra n c h .  

M i d l a n d s  -

Presented by H i lary Haddleton -

The M i d l a n d  Bra nch A n n u a l  New Year 

Gather ing took p lace on Sat u rday 

January 3 1  st at Sel ly Oak Meet ing 

House i n  B irmi ngham About forty 

people attended the cold  bu ffet l u nch 

a n d  after m u ch talk ing we ended 

proceed i ngs with Rockets. 

Our next Gathering w i l l  take p lace on 

Satu rday January 29th 2005 ,  1 2 .30 pm 

at Sel l y  Oak Meet i ng H o u se .  

A l l  are welcome,  j u st let  me know -

0 1 2 1 705 0462 .  

With N essa a n d  M ichael  Gr imes and 

Rachael Veazey i n  t h e  B i rm i ngham 

Area we h ope to see some new faces 

with us next year. 

School Com mittee 

Represen tative Report 

Presented by Patricia Gri mes -

One t h i n g  about School Com m ittee it  

i s  never d u l l - bew i ldering maybe but 

dul l  never l  This yea r has had its fa i r  

s h a re o f  excitement w i t h  c h a n ge 



being very m uch i n  t h e  a i r. 

We knew we wo u l d  be los ing 

E l i zabeth Yo u n g  a n d  welco m i n g 

Lesley N e l l  as head of O rc h a rd 

Close t h i s  yea r b u t  it ca m e  as  

somet h i ng of a shock to learn early in  

the a utu m n  term that at t h e  end of  

t h i s  academic yea r we wou l d  a l so be 

los ing Sue Freestone.  

S u e  h a s  been an e n e rget i c  a n d  

i nspirat ional  H ead o f  S i bford School 

for over 7 years. She has done so 

much to enha nce the ca mpus and to 

ra i se the prof i le  of S i bford in t h e  

wider world that w h e n  the post of 

H ead was advertised it  attracted a 

very large n u m ber of appl icants. Of 

the four  on the short l i st two were 

members of the Society of Friends 

and o n e  was an active Attendee.  

The f i n a l  choice fe l l  to the f u l l  

Com m ittee a n d  was a very interest i n g  

a n d  reward i n g  experi ence .  Each 

ca n d i date gave a prese ntat ion 

fol l owed by q uest ions from any of us .  

At  the end of a very long day the 

Com m ittee were u n i ted in  the 

deci s i o n  to offer t h e  post to 

M i chael Goodwi n 

M i chae l's previous post was as Head 

of a state seco n d a ry school i n  

Sh eri ngham Norfolk .  H e  i s  m a rried 

with four  ch i l d re n ,  two of whom w i l l  

con t i n u e  t h e i r  education here .  The 

fa m i ly have been active Attendees at 

their loca l M eeti ng for severa l years 

a n d  know somet h i ng of Si bford from 

t h e  c h i l d ren com i ng to S u m m e r  

School s o  t hey a re a l l  fam i l iar  with 

Ouaker ways. 

A we l l  as cha nges to the heads h i p ,  

cha nges are a l so happe n i n g  i n  t h e  

Fi na nce a n d  Fac i l i t ies department .  

A new post of Busi ness Ma nager has 

been esta b l i s h e d ,  sad ly  at the 

expense of los ing two members of 

staff whose posts of Fa c i l i t ies  

Ma nager and Faci l i t ies Adm i n istrator 

beca me red u n dant  at the end of term . 

T h i s  n ew post a l so attracted a 

p leas ing n u m ber of appl icants,  from 

them Peter Rob i n son was appoi nted 

to start in Septem ber. 

One of the two sub com m ittees -

School Life - has been toyi ng with t h e  

q uestion o f  whet her or n o t  t o  offer 

Early Years educat ion.  T h i s  has been 

on the agenda s ince the i n spectorate 

crit icised Orchard Close last year for 

h a v i n g  Recept ion age C h i l d re n  

taught a l o ngside those i n  year I .  The 

cu rricu l u m  for Recept i o n  i s  very 

d i ffere n t  from t h e  N a t i o n a l  

Cu rricu l u m  designed for c h i l d ren i n  

years 1 t o  6 ,  mak ing i t  u n des irable for 

them to be m ixed in together. 

It had n ot been fel t  possible or viable 

to offer separate provis ion and the 

a d m i ssion of Reception age ch i l d ren 

had ceased by t h e  t i me Lesley N e l l  

took u p  h e r  a p po i n t m e n t .  T h i s  

decision h a d  solved o n e  problem but 

created a n other beca use by not 

accepti n g  ch i l d ren of this age meant 

that some prospective pupi ls who 

wou ld  have progressed right t h rough 

the school were being t u rn ed away 

H a p p i l y  Les ley's e n t h u s i a s m  h a s  

proved it  possib le  to accom modate a 

maxi m u m  of ten Early Years c h i l d ren 

i n  their  own space and the Recept ion 

Class i s  reope n i n g  i n  September 

You m ay be i nterested to know that 

S i bford h a s  been reg istered as  a 

school with rel ig ious cha racter. You 

may a l so be i nterested to know that 

School Com m ittee spent some t i me 

con s ider ing t h e  issue of p u p i l s ' 

com p u l sory attenda nce at Meeting 

for Wors h i p  at the Gower. Some 

d i s q u iet has been expressed that  

boarders, m ost of whom are from 

other c u l t u res a n d  other  fa i t h s ,  

s h o u l d  b e  expected to attend Sunday 

M orn i ng Meeti n g  at the Gower. The 

Com m ittee view was that it  wou ld  be 

sorry to lose the con nection with the 

Loca I Meeti  ng but  that  forci n g  

atte nda nce u pon u n wi l l i ng p u p i l s  

was n o t  i n  the spirit  of Ouakeri s m .  

W e  seem to have moved a l o n g  way 

from when some of us  were herel 

The ca re and we l lbei ng of the whole 

school com m u n ity is  a very i mportant 

aspect of l i fe at Si bford . In M a rc h ,  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  Ca re Sta ndards Com m ission 

i nspected the Schoo l .  The report we 

received was pleasi ngly posit ive with 

rega rds to the qua l ity of care,  the 

relat i o n s h i ps between staff a n d  

p u p i l s  a n d  t h e  genera l  e m ot i o n a l  

su pport offered . H owever, t h e  

I n spectors were somewhat u n d e r  

whel med b y  t h e  boa rd i ng faci l i t ies,  

part icu l a rly  Fie l d i n g .  Appa re n t l y  

s o m e  I ndependent Schools n o w  offer 

en su ite fac i l it ies for t h e i r  boarders. 

I t h i n k  we have a l i ttle way to go to 

match that !  

You wi l l  be p leased to know that after 

seve ra l d e lays by t h e  C h a r i ty 

Co m m i ss i o n  t h e  S i bford School 

Fou n dat ion  h a s  been form a l l y  

regi stered a n d  CAF accou nts a re 

b e i n g  set up The Fou n dat ion  

cu rre n t l y  sta n d s  at £ 1 6000;  a l l  

co ntr i b u t i o n s ,  d o n a t i o n s  a n d  

beq uests are welcome s o  p l ease d o  

encourage fol k  t o  remember S ibford 

in t h e i r  g iv ing.  

You wi l l  a l so be p leased to know that 

the Swi m m i ng Pool  i s  now fu l ly 

staffed , a Swi m m i ng C l u b  establ is hed 

and a broch u re produces l i st i ng t h e  

act iv it ies and charges . On offer are 

K i d s  Fun C l u b ,  M u m s  a n d  Tots ,  

Fa m i l y Fu n ,  Lad i es N ig h t ,  L a n e  

Swi m m i ng ,  Aq u a  Aerobics a n d  

Swi m m i n g  Pa rt ies .  As the 

promot iona l  leaflet says 'Why not 

celebrate your b i rthday in  the poo l?' 

Two ot her items that have come our 

way are the Publ ic  Rights of Way a n d  

D i s a b i  I i t y  Access. The fi rst was 

h ig h l ighted by the I nspectorate who 

was concerned by the n u m ber of 

p u b l i c  footpaths  criss-cross i ng t h e  

school ca m p u s  I t h i n k  t h e re a re 

seven i n  a l l .  There have been a 

n u m ber of u n pleasant i ncidents and 

they obviously present a safety r isk to 

the school com m u n ity Al l i ncidents 

i nvolvi ng the genera l  p u b l i c  u s i n g  

these footpaths  are b e i n g  recorded. 

I t  may be possib le  at a later date for 
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some of these paths  to be d iverted . 

The second refers to a p lan to s ite 

co l o u r  coded s igns a ro u n d  t h e  

ca mpus.  I d o n ' t  know if  any h ave 

sprouted yet. It's f ina nced with the 

help of a £500 grant ra i sed t h rough 

S i bford's i nvo lve m e n t  i n  t h e  

Oxfordsh i re I ndependent a n d  State 

School Pa rtners h i p .  The n a m i n g  of 

b u i l d i ngs by their  use i .e. Science, 

M usic ,  Art, may be helpfu l to c h i l d ren 

with learn ing d i ff icult ies.  

We are sad to be losing Sue and 

R u pert .  They have both contributed 

so m uch to the l i fe of the school and 

we wish them every happiness i n  

the i r  new venture.  At t h e  sa me t i me 

change bri ngs the prospect of new 

enth usiasms a nd we look forward to 

welco m i n g  M ichael Goodwin  and h i s  

fa m i ly to take over t h e  h e l m  i n  

Septem ber. The Comm ittee has every 

confidence that S i bford School w i l l  

conti nue t o  f lourish u nder M ichael 's 

gu ida nce a n d  we hope they w i l l  a l l  

en joy t h e i r  t i m e  here.  

Fol lowing Pat's report, questions 

were i nvited from the floor: 

M ichael Va n Bla nkenste i n  enqu i red 

if t h e  Pool act iv i t ies were wel l 

su bscribed to a n d  t hereby prod ucing 

a good i ncome. The meet i n g  were 

i n fo rm ed that  t h e  pool h a d  on ly 

recently been fu l l y  staffed and that 

the c l u bs had o n ly been advertised i n  

t h e  l a st t h ree-fo u r  weeks a n d  

therefore it i s  u nknown h o w  m uch 

i ncome is generated 

Jenn ifer Fl eming co mmented that the 

d i sabi l ity access wit h i n  the school 

had proved to be d i ffi c u l t  t h i s  

weekend ,  a lack o f  ra mps ete. School 

Com m ittee Representatives w i l l  ta ke 

t h i s  pOi n t  back to School Com m ittee. 

Treasurer's Report -

Presented by R u ssel l  Steed -

My thanks to my predecessor, M i ke 

F inch ,  for handing on the Books la id  

out  i n  a c lear a n d  l eg i b le  sty le .  

A lthough I beca me you r  Treas u rer 

30 / S ibford Rocket 

1 2  months ago, M i ke conti n ued with 

the Books unti l  last years Reu n ion 

was al l  accounted for. 

G o i n g  t h ro u g h  t h e  accou nts .  

S u bscr ipt ion i ncome i s  m a rked l y  

down on l a st yea r. T h e  a n n ua l  

s u bscri pt ions from m e m bers a re 

act u a l l y  down by a bout £ 300, t he 

d i fference is i n  the l i fe membersh i p  

i ncome. A s  shown i n  note 2 .  H a l f  o f  

the l i fe members h i p  fee i s  appl ied t o  

t h e  a n n ua l  s u bscr ipt ion i n co m e  

w h i c h  w a s  boosted b y  a very good 

take by the 2002 leavers. The 2003 

leavers did not respond so wel l  and 

the ir  l i fe members h i p  is  not i ncl u ded 

in these accounts because it was not 

received u n t i l  somet i m e  after the end 

of o u r  f inancia l  year. I t  wou l d  have 

i ncreased the a n n ua l  subscript ion by 

about £900. 

I have separated the various donation 

i ncomes for cla rity. 

Beca use w i t h  t h e  2003 Reu n i on 

we celebrated t h e  Assoc i a t i o n 's 

centenary, it was foreseen that t here 

wou l d  be some extraord i n a ry costs 

for which £ 3 , 000 was provided In the 

event the shortfa l l  i n  i ncome was over 

£600, for which Guy K i ngham and a l l  

w h o  were associated with orga n is i ng 

the reu n i on should be congratu lated 

for keeping it  so low. I t  was decided 

to donate the rem a i nder of t h i s  

p rov is ion  to t h e  newly fou nded 

Si bford Fou ndat i o n ,  a nd to top it  up 

to £5 ,000. I fou nd it  d i fficu lt  to show 

t h i s  i n  the i ncome and expenditure 

statement ,  so here I have shown the 

actual  i ncome and expenditure for 

the reu n i o n .  In notes 1 , 8 a n d  9 I have 

shown the contri bution made to the 

reu n ion a nd Fou ndation.  

As you r  former School  Com m ittee 

representative I had the great pleasure 

of h a n d i n g  over a n  enve lope 

conta i n ing the cheque for £5 ,000 at my 

last com m i ttee m eet i n g  d u ri n g  a 

d i scussion on the Fou ndation.  It made 

a considerable d i fference to the fu n d ,  

g i v i n g  it  a substa nt ia l  i n it ia l  boost. 

S MAG no longer f u n ct i o n s .  The 

expe n d i t u re s h ow n  

i n c l uded i n  t h e  

statement a nd was 

in note 6 is 

expe n d i t u re 

u sed towards 

promot i n g  m e m bers h i p  of o u r  

Associat i o n .  W i t h  these accounts I 

a m  layi ng down the SMAG fu n d  a n d  

absorb i n g  it  i nto the Genera l  Fu nd .  

I n  note 4 .  the Ad m i n i st rat ion Costs 

general expenses i n c l u ded a l m ost 

£400 for the p u rchase of the bow t ies, 

and £ 1 60 for our advert page i n  the 

School year book. There were a l so 

flowers for o u r  Genera l  Secreta ry, 

C indy, d u ri n g  her stay i n  hospita l a n d  

last year's Presidents wife ,  Jane,  when 

she gave bi rth not long after last 

years reu n i o n .  

T h e  Silver M ile con t i n ues,  w e  have 

received i nto our accou nts a l i ttle 

over £ 3 , 200 w h i c h  has now a l l  been 

passed on to the schoo l .  N ote 1 I .  

s h ows t h e  M i l e fo r t h i s  yea r. 

Contributions have a l so been passed 

d i rect to the school by Ann Bond so 

the tota l ra ised is  now over £ 3 .400. 

The M i le wi l l  be complete when the 

tota l reaches £4, 500. Please con t i n u e  

to su pport t h e  Fou ndat ion e i ther  

d i rect to  the schoo l ,  t h rough SOSA, 

or t h ro u g h  t h e  S i l ver M i l e .  

Contr i b u t i o n s  to t h e  S i lver M i le 

should be sent to Ann Bond, but I a m  

ha ppy to accept them i f  you prefer. 

At last years AG M one of our  former 

Treasurers, J o h n  Taylor, ra i sed a query 

concern i ng t h e  a l locat ion of 

su bscr ipt ions in t h e i r  appropriate 

f inancia l  yea r. I n  act u a l  fact a l l  but  a 

very few su bscri pt ions a re received 

wit h i n  the period where both o u r  

s u bscr ipt i o n  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  yea rs 

co i n c i d e .  So t h e  fi g u re for 

s u bscri pt ion in the accounts  reflects 

a reason ably  accu rate vi ew. To s how 

t h e  su bscr ipt ion i ncome in t h e  yea r  

t o  w h i c h  i t  re lates wou l d  ca u se 

work a nd wou l d  s h ow very l i t t l e  

d i fference.  H owever, to encourage 

mem bers to pay t h e i r  su bscri pt ions 

i n  the coi n cident period I wou l d  l i ke 

to offer a c h a nge to o u r  ru les .  

R u l e  4 ( b )  to b e  a mended to read :  

The a n n u a l  su bscri pt i o n  i s  d u e  o n  



the I st Septem ber for the ensu i ng 

year, a n d  that payment s h o u l d  be 

made to t h e  Treas u rer or by Ban kers 

Order before the fol lowi ng March 3 1  st. 

After m uch d iscuss ion ,  i t  was agreed 

that there was no need to have a 

ru le cha nge of R u l e  4b. J o h n  Taylor 

removed his orig i n a l  proposa l .  

Adoption o f  Accounts: 

Proposed by John Taylor 

Seconded by David H a i nes 

Carried U n a n i mously 

( If any  member would l ike a copy of the 

accounts then please write to the Treasurer) . 

5. Review of the School Year and 

Development Programme 

Stephen Bun ney i n formed the AGM 

t hat Sue Freestone had presented a 

s u m m a ry of her  report at t h e  

Presidential  D i n ner and the fu l l  report 

is publ i shed wit h i n  the Sibford Rocket. 

6. Elections 

School Com mittee Representative 

0 1 /0 1 /06-3 1 / 1 2/09 4  years 

Stephen Bunney 

N icholas Ben nett - Proposed 

Ben Hedges - Seconded 

Events Co-ord i nator 

0 1 /09/04-3 1 /08/07 3 years 

Guy K i ngham 

Di Lloyd- Proposed 

Ja net Steed - Seconded 

Ed itoria l  Tea m  Leader 

0 1 10 1 /05-3 I I 1 2/07 2 yea rs 

S i lver  M i le 
please see the note in the Treasurers 

Report if you wou ld  l i ke to cont inue 

to support the Si lver M i le which 

only needs just over £ 1 ,000.00 or 

contact Ann Bond .  Her emai l  

address i s  AnnSBond@aol .com 

M i chael  Gri mes 

Stephen B u n ney - Proposed 

H Les l i e  H a rrison - Seconded 

General  Com mittee Member 

0 1 /09/04-3 1 /08/07 3 years 

Edd Frost 

M i ke Fi nch - Proposed 

Guy K i ngham - Seconded 

G e n e ra l  Comm ittee Member 

0 1 /09/04- 3 1 /08/07 3 yea rs 

Marga ret Fa i rn i ngton 

H i lary H add leton - Proposed 

Ti m Wa rd le - Seconded 

General Com mittee Member 

0 1 /09/04-3 1 /08/05 1 years 

Marga ret Shel ley ( see note below ) 

M a rga ret Shel ley was accepted to 

serve for one year by al l  t hose in 

attendance after the Annual  Genera l  

Meeti ng. Al l t h e  other nomi nations 

were accepted u n a n imously by the 

Annual Genera l  Meet i ng. 

Stephen Bun ney then addressed the 

Annual  Genera l  Meeti ng,  rem i nd i ng 

t hose gat hered of the reason for 

H onorary Life Members h i p. Stephen 

offered to the Meet i ng Stuart a nd 

Yvo n n e  H ed ley a n d  M ichael  a n d  

Jen i fer* Wol lerton as Honorary Life 

Members. These i nd iv idua ls  were 

u na n i mously  accepted by the 

members h i p  present.  ( Je n ny Wol lerton 

a lways spel ls  her name th is  way ! )  

A n n  M u i r  congratu lated t h e  excel lent 

suggest i o n ,  and added that when 

offered Honora ry L i fe Member she 

had been deep ly  h o n o u red,  a n d  

t reasu red i t  great ly. J o h n  Tay lor  

endorsed A n n 's senti m ents.  

E n dorsement of the President 

2003 - 2004 - Diana Lloyd 

Endorsement of Vice President 2003 -

2004 - Ch rist i n e  Weatherhead 

7. Any Other Business 

l a n  H edger  e n q u i red w h et h e r  

s u bscri p t i o n s  co u l d  b e  taken from 

p u p i l s  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e i r  School L i fe .  

The M eet i ng was re m i nded t h a t  a s  

reported l a st year t h i s  i s  n o w  t h e  

cu r re n t  m e t h o d  of  attract i n g 

m e m bers h i p ,  a n d  that  t h ose w h o  

s u b s c r i b e  l ea v e  s c h o o l  a s  L i fe 

M e m bers of t h e  Assoc i a t i o n .  

S c h o o l  Teddy Bears a re for sa le  a t  

£ 3  e a c h  w i t h  mo n ey goi n g  to t h e  

Fo u ndat i o n .  

Ste p h e n  B u n n ey c l osed t h e  

Meet i n g  w i t h  t h a n ks to everybody 

w h o  h a d  h e l ped w i t h  t h e  

o rga n i sa t i o n  a n d  ru n n i n g  of  t h e  

weeke n d .  Spec i a l  t h a n ks w e re 

offered to R i c h a rd Weat h erhead for 

t h e  t i m e  he p u t  i n to t h e  

s u pe rv i s i o n  a t  t h e  poo l .  T h a n ks 

were a l so exte n ded to N i c o l a  

G r i m e s  a n d  C i n dy Po u lton w h o  h e l d  

eve ryt h i n g  together. 

M i ke F i n c h  p roposed a vote of  

t h a n ks to Ste p h e n  B u n n ey for  the 

excel lent Cha i ri ng of the Meet i ng. 

The Meet i ng Closed at 1 2 .00 noo n .  

SPECIAL RESERVE FUND 
The Treasurer would l i ke to remind  readers that there is funding 
ava i lable to support some worthwh i le project that may requ i re 

additional funding.  Al l  appl ications should be made d i rectly to the 
Treasurer whose detai ls  appear on the inside back cover. 
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The Les l i e  8a i ly Ad d ress 
Sadly David McCallum was prevented from delivering this years address. We are very 

grateful to Anne (nee Scaife) and Richard Taylor for stepping in at relatively short notice. 

Anne and Richard took the Quaker Tapestry as the theme for their address. 

A n n e  gave an i l l u strated ta lk  on the 
Tapestry. She gave us a q u ick tour  of the 
Tapestry's h i story from its  ear ly  d a ys as a 
fledgl ing idea in the m i n d  of Anne Wyn n  
Wi lson's a n d  other Friends'  m i n d s  to the 
73 panels that are cu rrent ly on display in 
Kendal Meeting H ouse. She tol d  us how 
the early mem bers of the project had 
researched materials and techn i q ues a n d  
developed t h e  fra mework on wh ich 
d i ffere n t  Qu aker gro u ps ( us u a l l y  local 
Meeti ngs) cou l d  work on creating thei r 
panels.  

A n ne went on  to tel l  us that the va rious 
panels come together to tel l  the story of the 
social h istory of Quakers (and the world i n  
which they l ive) i n  both the UK a n d  the 
wider world .  I n  the t i me ava i lable she was 
u nable to tell us of the whole h istory but 
concentrated on one or two of her favou rite 
panels  - in particu lar  the panel  wh ich 
depicts the various Quaker Botan ists - a 
specia I i nterest of hers. 

Th rough out her talk Anne stressed the 
role that 'ord i na ry' people have played i n  
the Tapestry project. The construction 
remains as more pa nels are conceived and 
brought into fru ition . People ca n a lso help 
as steward5 at the permanent and tou r ing 
exh ibitions.  

R ichard fi n is hed off the address 
bri nging the Tapestry situation u p  to date. 
Out l i n i ng the va rious decisions - ma i n ly 
f inancial  but a lso logistical - which need to 
be made if the Tapestry is going to rem a i n  
perma nently on show for people t o  see and 

., 
enjoy. 

If you have not seen the tapestry it is 
wel l worth a look. It ca n be seen at as its 
permanent home in Kendal or when it is on 
tou r. Ear ly next year it w i l l  be on d isplay i n  
Exeter Cathedra l .  

Deta i ls o f  the Tapestry 
can be obtai n ed from: www.quaker­
tapestry.co .uk or 0 1 539 722975. O u r  
than ks go t o  A n n  and Richard Taylor for 
thei r  interesting talk .  
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Diana Lloyd 
SOSA President 
2004/2005 
Profile 

Sibford has been part of my life since 1 953,  when at the age of four, I first 

attended an Old Scholars' Reunion with my brother, lan and parents, Ethel and 

Brian Wright. That was the occasion of the Fiftieth Jubilee celebration of SOSA 

and it was estimated 250 attended on the Bank Holiday Monday. 

The 1 95 3  Reunion report states , 
"A mention must be made of a charming 
Queen of Hearts, complete with tarts 
( plus  a serious d ignity) . "  What the report 
fa i ls  to mention is that the tarts were 
covered in a nts as 1 had set the plate on 
the grass! 

The Sibford Reun ions that followed 
were i nterspersed by cricket at Jordans, 
Ch ristmas Part ies at  West m i n ster 
Meet ing House, trips on the river in 
sunshine or pouring rai n  , but a lways 
surrounded by a wonderful group of 
people who were determ ined to enjoy 
themselves. 

1 wanted to be part of th is  special 
group, so when the question of my 
secondary education was raised , I had 
no hesitation in  saying, "Si bford. "  

However, when I arrived a t  Sibford as 
a scholar in  September 1 960, it took t ime 
to adj ust to school for what it rea l ly  was 
and I soon had to learn that places where 
: had roamed freely a month before were 
now strictly out of bounds. 

My school reports suggested average 
attai n ment though I did excel in practical 
s u b j ects a n d  I a l so e n j oyed playing 
hockey, managing to get i nto the school 
team and thereby savouring the pleasure 
of 'teas' when we played away matches! 

After five years, i t  was t ime to move 
on though 1 had no idea to what .  
a n d  so I spent two years a l leged ly  
studyi  ng "A" l evels  at  a l oca I 
comprehensive i n  H ersham from where 
one was expected to go on to further 
educat ion a nd then into the n u rs i ng or 

teach i ng vocat ions ,  neither for which I 
felt I had a part icu lar  ca l l i ng 

The local Careers officer, recognising 
my interest i n  needlework, suggested 
employment with a theatrical costumers 
in Soho, London ,  a post that provided a 
variety of interesting work for the next 
two years ranging from making two-piece 
skimpy outfits for "Talk of the Town"  
cabaret to m i l itary u n i forms for the fi l m , 
"Charge of the Light Brigade." It was 
whi lst com m uting back from London to 
Woking that I saw an ad. in  the "Evening 
Standard" for a col lege course i n  Hotel ,  
Catering and I n stitutional Management 
for which I duly enrol led at G u i ldford 
Tech. in September 1 969. 

I spent two very ha ppy years at 
Gui ldford developing ski l ls  in catering 
and house management, book-keeping, 
design and interior furn ishing.  I had 
found my forte at last ! 

On "graduating", my fi rst job was a 
cook at Westm in ster Teacher Tra i n i ng 
College, Oxford where with six other 
cooks, we prepared three meals a day for 
students a n d  staff. It provided a n  
excel lent experience a nd grounding i n  
large-scale catering a s  a l l  mea ls were 
produced using only raw ingredients ( 
a nd what was left over each day was 
boi led up i n  the stock-pot for the 
eveni ng's soup. ) 

Eighteen months later, I felt ready to 
move on to catering management and 
applied for a post at a boys' boarding 
school in  Cran leigh, Su rrey - not the 
publ ic school- but one that Essex County 

Counci l  had relocated in 1 942 and apart 
from a few brick bui ld ings the school was 
sti l l  housed in  wooden chalets. 

Life at Elm bridge was something of a 
shock after Westminster. As Assistant 
Catering officer I was not requ i red to do 
any cooking and the qual ity of mea ls was 
poor 1 felt disheartened and wondered if 
I had made the right career move but the 
teach i ng staff were friendly a n d  
welcoming I n  particular, t h e  Head of 
Engl ish,  John Lioyd was kind enough to 
come a long to the 1 973  Sibford Old 
Scholars' Reun ion and peel potatoes at 
7am in the School Domestic Science 
room and do other menial  tasks asked 
of h i m .  

We repeated t h e  same catering feat 
the following year, a month after John 
and I had married at Goda l m ing Meeting 
H ouse a nd aga in  i n  1 979 by which t ime 
we had a two year old son , Hywel and 
a nother on the way!  For that Reu n ion we 
were able to use the School kitchens and 
enl ist some of the staff though I cou ldn 't 
have satisfied the hu nger of Old Scholars 
at any of the Reu n ions  without the 
support of Katherine Angus, whom I had 
trained with at G u i ldford , and worked 
with at Westminster. 

That year, 1 979, saw the Lioyd fami ly 
move to Wotton-u nder-Edge, a sma l l ,  
picturesque town snuggled under the 
south Cotswold esca rpment with a 
wonderful comm u n ity spirit. As the boys 
were growing up, I beca me interested i n  
t h e  development o f  the pre-school chi ld ,  
taki ng  a vocational  Open U n i versity 
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course fol lowed by one on pre­
school playgroup ma nagement 
a n d  u s i ng our you nger son,  
Owen as gui nea-pigl By that 
t i me,  I was ru n n ing the local 
Mother and Toddler group and 
later became a Playgroup leader 
which was especial ly rewarding 
when working with  the "r is ing 
fives" as they prepared for ful l­
t i me education.  

In 1985 when Owen started 
h is  first year at pri mary school, 
Wotton's other  j un ior schoo l  
advertised for a school cook and 
s ince I had worked i n  the school 
mea ls service prior to the birt h  
of our  two boys, I had n o  
d i fficu lty i n  securing t h e  post. 
So with the boys at one primary 
sch ool , J o h n  at  the  
comprehensive and now me at  
the other primary school ,  we 
had a f inger i n  every pie, to use 
a c u l inary expression ! 

Over the years that I 've been 
at the B l uecoat Schoo l ,  the 
nature of the work has changed 
so that I no longer work for the 
school mea ls service or a n y  
group organ isat ion b u t  a m  
employed b y  t h e  governors of 
the school a n d  h ave tota l 
control of menu plan n i ng. To be 
able to provide the chi ldren with 
balanced, healthy meals gives 
much job satisfact ion though it 
is rather d isconcert ing n ow to 
be feed i n g  the c h i l d ren of 
past pupi ls l  

Now another stage begins 
as next s u m mer I wi l l  resign 
from the Bluecoat school and 
become a "groupie" with the 
Brit ish Lions Male Voice Choir 
as they tou r New Zealand with 
the Lions Rugby team .  But I ' l l  be 
back from "down u nder" and look 
forward to the fi rst Old Scholars' 
Reu n ion to be held in Ju ly  

S i bford Teddy Bears for Sale 
£3 . 00 each - please contact Wendy Fi nch at 

the School on 01 295 781200. 
The money wi l l  go into the Foundation Fun d .  

I f  you need a new Membershi p  List o r  
details o f  a member, or if you know o f  any 
births, marriages and deaths, then please 

contact Mike Finch, the Membership 
Secretary. His contact details are shown in 

the list of officers opposite. 

important note 
Next year's Reunion will be moving 

from the Bank Holiday Weekend 
to July 16/17th 2005 
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fan and Diana, Sib ford, August Bank Holiday 1953. 

Memories of a Quaker School in 

the 1 930's - by David Laity 

April Fool 
The School dining hall seated about 60 boys and 60 

girls at 12 plain oak tables without mats or tablecloths 

and at the end on a dais or raised platform sat the 

Headmaster and his wife and a number 

of teaching staff. 

Normal sequence of events. 

I .  The pupils and staff filed in and stood in silence 

behind their chairs. 

2.  The Headmaster moved his chair and sat down and 

the whole school did l i kewise and there followed a 

short silent Grace. 

3. At the end of the meal the Headmaster rang a small 

bell and all the talking stopped and there was a 

short silence in thanks for the meal. 

However on the first of April breakfast someone 

had tied all the inside legs of the staff top table chairs 

together with a long piece of string or rope. 

When the Headmaster moved his chair the pupils 

all sat down in silence and the staff were left tugging 

and pulling their chairs. 

The Headmaster was not amused and when he 

tried to ring his little bell to signal the end of the meal 

it did not work because the knocker had been 

removed. 

It was not his day and it never happened again . 
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