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EDITORIAL 
By nature I am a reactive sort of person and the three 
quotations which have set me going this time around are 
from a music critic, a French mystic and a Friend, 
respectively. 

In the introduction to a tape of Buddhist chants, Damien 
Ffrench makes the questionable allegation that "music 
and religion have always been two of humanity's great 
bolt-holes from reality and, at best, towards ecstasy." To 
make his point he then adds, "And didn't Marx call religion 
the opium of the masses?" 

He fails to note that true religion is indeed no spiritual E 
tablet, but in fact humankind's encounter with Ultimate 
Reality and the truth of the Self. I am quite sure that 
Buddhists would be dismayed to think of their chants as a 
means of escape: instead they see them as a means of 
meditative encounter, just as Friends see silence. 

Contrast his words with those of Harold Loukes in his 
book "Friends and their Children", published in 1958: 

"The prime object of a Quaker religious education is this: 
that children should use it to arrive at the religion of their 

FOREWORD 
FROM T H E  ACTING HEADS 

It  is a great delight to be writing a short foreword to a 
magazine that reflects such a busy and exciting year in 
the life of Sibford. It was a year which started with the 
opening of a new annexe, to house the increased number 
of girl boarders, in a wing of the old Manor and it will end 
with the arrival of Sue Freestone to Holly House and to 
Sibford. ln between much has happened both academically 
and socially. 

At the heart of Sibford is our belief that each individual 
should be valued for their own strengths, enthusiasms 
and potential. This year the G C SE results brought so 
much happiness to so many because they knew that they 
had achieved so much more than at one time they, or 
others, would have thought possible. The same is true of 
the smiles of satisfaction at the completion of a Duke of 
Edinburgh expedition or the happy conclusion of 
Children's Camp. We know that as you browse the pages 
you will find so many more examples of personal bests: 
whether on the rugby and hockey pitch, in drama, in 
music, in art, in technology, in maths, English and other 
classrooms, in science lab and walled garden or in 
accomplishments on a huge range of visits and activities. 

These individual successes are the lifeblood but they 
need to be supported by the fabric, facilities and advances 
in the curriculum. This year it has been the turn of the 
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judgement and not stay content with what they have 
received second-hand. It is offered in the belief that there 
is Truth to be found, indescribable and incommunicable, 
but waiting to be discovered in the mystery of personal 
encounter." 

Simone Weil wrote rather a gnomic statement with the 
following words: 

" Obedience to the force of gravity: the original sin." 

I think Weil is challenging us to engage with the forces 
which seek to limit our life and never to fall prey to the 
other great human original sin - lassitude - while also 
learning the wisdom to live within the necessary 
perimeters which make us the human beings we are. 

It is this spirit which we hope you will find in these pages 
which follow and through which you will be enabled to 
share something of the life of the whole Sibford 
community: school, parents and old scholars. Enjoy them 
and spread the good news. 

Sean Kenny 

youngest and the oldest to be the focus of our building 
programme. At Easter the diggers and drills arrived to 
turn the Orchard Close car park into an airy and spacious 
extension to house our infants and the growing numbers 
of juniors in time for the opening in September. When we 
gather as a whole school for meeting on Tuesdays there 
are a growing number of legs which swing wildly on adult 
chairs to remind us that the Rising Fives have arrived. The 
Sixth Form too has expanded with a wider number of A 
Levels being studied and the new Land Based Industries 
G NVQ underway. Fielding House has had a face lift and 
its members are taking on increasing responsibilities in 
the school as a whole. 

The magazine also details much of the work carried out 
by S O SA and PSFA and we greatly appreciate the support 
given to us by these two organisations. August saw the 
departure, after six full and exciting years, of John and 
Susie Dunston and January will see Sue Freestone arriving 
from Bristol and both happy and eager to start working at 
Sibford. We welcome Sue and Rupert and wish them 
many years of happiness with us. We have greatly enjoyed 
our term holding the reins and appreciate very much the 
support we have received from staff, parents and pupils 
alike. 

Simon Horsley & Caroline Homan 

P. S.F.A: Editor Jane Cleland 

C O- O R D I NAT O R S: Sean Kenny and Mike Finch 

P R I NTE R S: H.E. Boddy and Co. Ltd., Banbury 

Front cover artwork. The new Globe Theatre under construction at Southwark, London. The design and fabrication was 
undertaken by Old Sibfordian - Peter McCurdy (1962-67). (Fu/l details are shown elsewhere in the magazine.) 
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BOARDING 
OVERVIEW 
1996 
The year started with another opening: this time an annexe 
for Margaret Fell House. The increase in girls boarding 
numbers was delightful to see and so, while all Year 7 - 11 
girls are members of Margaret Fell with Lesley Norton as 
their House Mistress, some of the seniors have, as home 
for a term or more, the wing of the Manor which overlooks 
the Walled Garden. It is also good to see the girls so well 
represented on school council; this has seen hot debates 
this year on end of term discos, boys' earrings and is 
beginning to consider a code of conduct for all pupils. 

The Maintenance Team then turned their attention to 
Fielding and, by September, the interior face lift was 
complete, in time to see the largest Sixth Form for some 
time. Cooking seems to remain one of the favourite 
pastimes in house but it is being closely rivalled by the 
new pool table and whenever I pop in to say hello in the 
evening, one group or another is anxious for basketball, 
despite John Howard's broken elbow in one of the first 
games of term. In next year's review I hope to be able to 
report the increased leadership by the Sixth Form in many 
activities for younger pupils. 

Boarding at Sibford however is about so much more than 
buildings: this year has brought to our number new pupils 
from Bullawao, E quador, Japan, Korea, Uzbeckistan, 
Norway, Sweden, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Germany, Belgium, 
Spain and yet all settle with astonishing speed into the 
heart of Oxfordshire and are soon happily discussing the 
merits of Oxford or Stratford for a Saturday trip. This is 
due in no small part to the dedication and commitment of 
the House Staff and we have been delighted to welcome 
this year Jackie Bartlett and Cathering Marklew to Margaret 
Fell, and Tony Skeath and Sarah Spittle in new guises into 
Penn and Fielding. 

This September saw new departures in our weekend 
provision, with Paul Ludlow co-ordinating On- Campus 
activities throughout the weekend as well as the long list 
of trips out. Away from Sibford, climbing, canoeing and 
shopping remain as popular as ever, while in school 
donut making, basketball and computer games probably 
top the list. The provision of up to five activity slots during 
the weekend means that all Year 7 & 8 boarders participate 
in at least two organised hobby sessions or trips out each 
week, in addition to their two activity sessions every 
Saturday morning. The summer evenings saw marathon 
football games organised by Scott and Justin, two of our 
Australian GA P students. Summer and Louise have also 
given us so much fun and enthusiasm that we will all miss 
all four on their return home at the end of December, but 
hope that they will return someday to .. visit us all. 

Next year looks ready to be busier still, with plans taking 
shape for the refurbishment of Penn House, a drama 
weekend in January, trips, tournaments and much more. 

Caroline Homan 
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THE SIBFORD 
CURRICULUM 
1995-1996 
The past year has been marked in curricular terms by 
exciting developments at the top and the bottom of the 
school, in Years 1 and 2 and in Years 12 and 13. The 
extension which has been built on to Orchard Close and 
the arrival of infants at Sibford School will be written 
about at greater length elsewhere, but there is an 
appropriate symmetry with the exciting developments in 
the Sixth Form. 

After two years of planning this September sees not only 
the arrival of the largest Year 12 which the school has 
seen but also the radical overhaul of the Sixth Form 
curriculum. The school has long been a leader in the 
provision of vocational education and it is pleasing to 
report that from September 1996 all our vocational courses 
will come under the G NVQ banner. The subjects being 
studied will be Business at intermediate level, Land Based 
Industries at intermediate level and a more general 
foundation level course. Just as exciting is the 
development of our A' Level courses with the introduction 
of maths and music for the first time and the expansion of 
our A' levels in geography, business studies, textiles, 
design, art and English. 

Elsewhere in the curriculum it is pleasing to report that 
the first cohort of media studies pupils have successfully 
completed their G C SEs whilst the re-introduction of some 

Year 9 music brings us closer into line with the National 
Curriculum. 

Overall another pleasing and busy year; we look forward 
to an equally busy and fulfilling time this year 

Simon Horsley 

SIBFORD SCHOOL LOOKS FORWARD TO A NEW HEAD 

Sibford School will be looking forward to a Happy New 
Year when the new Head arrives to take up her 
appointment, following the departure of John Dunston, 
who is now Head of Leighton 
Park School in Reading. 

Susan Freestone comes to 
Sibford, with her husband, 
Rupert, from Bristol, where 
she is currently Director of 
Music at Colston's Girls' 
School. She has also been 
tutor to part of the post 
graduate education course at 
Bristol University and is an 
active performer, being the 
Conductor of the Bristol 
Concert Orchestra. 

She has two teenage children, 
Tara and James. 



WELCOME 
MARK CON NOR 

Back Again! 

Those of you who missed 
me in '95 have a chance to 
meet me now. You'll find 
me most days in room 14 
being Mathsy o r  a t  the 
Sports Hall playing 
badminton. For my part, 
it's good to be back at 
Si bfo rd tortu ri ng, er, 
tutoring those familiar 
faces again! ! 

RACHEL 

McCU LLOCH 

I have been an EarlyYears 
Teacher for 6 years since 
qualifying from Bishop 
Otter College, Chichester, 
(B.Ed Hons). I moved to 
this area three years ago 
and now live in Chipping 
Norton with Lila my 
Burmese Cat. I was born 
in Windsor, Berks and my 
allegiance is to the Royal 
House if only because of 
the happy days I spent in 
their back garden, 
Windsor Great Park. 

Before deciding on a teaching career I took a Diploma 
course in Art, Fashion and Design from Berkshire College 
of Art. Outside of school my interests reflect this training 
in my use of textiles and machine embroidery. Precedence 
recently has been house decoration, gardening and car 
mechanics. Having owned a number of British sports cars 
I have had more than my fair share of the latter. 

My aunt and uncle work in the Performing Arts and I spent 
much time backstage in London theatres and at St Mary­
le-Bow where my grandfather was Rector. This is in total 
contrast to the time I spent in London following 80's rock 
bands and fashions. I'm happy to say that Windsor 
groupies were traditionally a cut above what might be 
viewed as the typical behaviour of the time. 

I enjoy European travel, especially to countries where the 
average temperature never drops below 20 degrees 
Centigrade. 

I am very much looking forward to the challenge of 
teaching at Sibford School within the Quaker environment 
and especially at Orchard Close, where I am now working 
to establish the Key Stage 1 class. 

ROD DYER 

Rod joins us from semi­
retirement in Southam, 
making a very valuable 
addition to our staff here 
two days a week, chiefly 
in the PE Dept. but 
elsewhere when needed. 
His happy sense of 
humour and cheerful 
personality have already 
endeared him to all of us 
at Sibford. We are glad 
you have joined us, Rod. 

CATHERINE 

MARKLEW 

I was born in Birmingham, 
but have spent most of my 
life living in Wiltshire. 

After spending 3 years 
working in a co­
educational boarding 
school in Colchester, 
Essex, I decided to take a 
leap into the unknown and 
spend a year on my own 
in Australia! 

After recovering from jet­
lag, I spent 2 months 
working as a nanny in 
Sydney. In November 1995 I decided to move out of the 
city on to a cotton and cattle property, west of a city called 
Dubbo. I enjoyed it so much, I spent 6 months nannying 
there, although an hour's drive to the nearest shops was a 
bit of a shock! 

Before returning home in July 1996, I spent 6 weeks 
looking around Sydney and travelling up the coast to 
Brisbane. 

Now that I'm back in Britain, I look forward to settling into 
Sibford and, hopefully, the many happy days ahead. 

SIMON TALBOT 

I was born in Stoke-on-Trent and remain devoted too 
Stoke City football club. My first major move was to 
Birmingham, where I studied to become an actor and to 
experience the nightlife. After three years' dedicati.on to 
both, I moved to London to further my career and to 
discover the nightlife of an even bigger city! 

I have been fortunate to appear on TV many times and 
occasionally on the stage. (Avid watchers of Sky Gold run 
the risk of seeing me in such classics as Bergerac and The 
Bill ) 

After 10 enjoyable years I decided it was time to get a 
respectable profession and so I turned to full-time teaching. 
I trained at Aberystwyth University before returning to 
London to teach for 4 years. 
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Then I travel led around the 
w o r l d  fo r a ye a r ,  a 
w o n d e rf u l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
even with the da ngerous 
m o m e nts .  H i g h l i g hts 
inc l ude c l i m bing a n  active 
Asian volcano, f lying over 
the G rand Canyon, wh ite 
wate r raft i n g  i n  N e w  
Zea land and watch ing  a 
Stoke City victory on TV in  
South  Afr i c a .  A l l  these 
were su rpassed, however, 
by t h e  e x p e r i e n ce of 
swi m m i n g  with over 300 
do lph ins  in the wi ld  - it's 
just i m possible to descr ibe 
how amazing that was !  

Having moved t o  Si bford, I had hoped t o  pursue m y  
interests i n  fencing a n d  Aikido, but a s  yet I have not 
d iscovered the p laces to do th is .  Oh wel l ,  there's a lways 
the n ig htl ife ! 

FRANCES(FRAN) BOURNE 

H a v i n g  l i ved  i n  t h e  
n e i g h bo u ri n g  v i l l age  of 
Hook Norton for ten years, 
I a m  fam i l i a r  with S ibford , 
t h o u g h  n ot w i t h  t h e  
school  itself. S o  far I have 
adapted we l l  to my post 
of ( p a rt - t i m e )  i n -c l a s s  
S u pport Ass ista nt with 
the EFL  department. Both 
staff and pupi ls  have been 
welcoming and I am sure 
I sha l l  enjoy my t ime at 
S ibford. 

I was born in Banbury, but 
h a v e  l i v e d  i n  B a n g o r  
( North Wales) for the last 
th ree yea rs. It was there 
that I g raduated with a B .A. in Eng l ish .  I have s ince retu rned 
to Hooky in sea rch of something else to occupy my t ime.  

Predictably, perhaps, I am q u ite " a rty" .  I especia l ly  enjoy 
m usic. I have p layed the vio l i n  from the age of seven and 
prog ressed enough to jo in  a few orchestras, such as the 
Oxfo rdsh i re County Youth O rchestra and the U n iversity 
Orchestra. I was a lso a member of Raymond Head's 
Banbury Symphony O rchestra at one t ime.  Other i nterests 
i nc lude looking round a rt exhi bitions and go ing  to the 
theatre. 

Inevitably, for me, this yea r is go ing  to be a p rel i m i n a ry 
one .  It is a new beg i n n i ng and  I certa in ly  do not feel 
settled, but in many respects it is -excit ing .  I am just 
rel ieved that I have one foot on the ladder at last. 

FAREWELL 
JOHN DUNSTON - HEAD 1990-1996 

John  Du nston came to S ibford i n  the spr ing of 1 990 and  it 
was i m mediately obvious that he was go ing to be a Head 
of outstand ing  ca l i bre. We were awa re before h is  a rrival 
of his i m p ressive record, as a teacher  a n d  Head of 
Department, as a membe r  of the Bach Cho i r, as a J ustice 
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Hedley Quintan, Chair of Committee, presents John and 
Susie Dunston with a farewell gift. 

of the Peace and F reeman of the C ity of London and as the 
ho lder  of a C h u rch i l l  Scholarship .  The potentia l  which this 
track record h i nted at was soon to be fulfi l led.  

The 1 990s has been a turbu lent t ime i n  educat ion and 
John  steered the school  through  good t imes and bad with 
a steady hand and  with determinat ion.  One can point to 
many exam ples which i l l ustrate his vis ion and the effect 
of h is  management. S ibford School today is very m uch 
the product of h is management as is shown by such areas 
as t h e  e x p a n s i o n  of m u s i c  with i n  the s c h o o l ,  the  
development of  the Business Centre, the  prog ra mme of 
board ing  house refurbish ment, the expansion of the S ixth 
For m and the extension of Orchard Close. However a l l  of 
these only reflect Joh n's centra l concern which was for 
the pupi ls  themselves. 

Joh n's g reat l ove of m usic and his desire to share th is  
with the School  com m un ity was one of  the i m portant 
personal  e lements of his headsh ip .  Whether it was shar ing 
a n  amazingly wide ra nge of persona l  favou rites with the 
School i n  Su nday Even ing Meeti ng,  playing the piano 
d u ring  the  annua l  Caro l  Service o r  s ing ing  a longside the 
pup i ls  i n  one of the many m usical events of which he was 
a part, we were left in  no  doubt as to either h is comm itment 
to m usic or h is outstand ing talent.  

Ed ucationa l ly  J o h n  a lways has shown his be l ief i n  the 
i ndiv idua l .  S i bford has a lways been a school where the 
g reatest i mportance is  p laced u pon each pup i l  as an 
ind iv idua l  in  their own right and th is central element of 
the School has developed and g rown over the past six 
years.  Aga i n  th is is  i l l u strated by the way i n  which such 
a reas as the E n h a nced Lea r n i n g  Prog ram mes a n d  
Vocat ional  Ed ucation developed u nder John's  leadersh ip .  

Any appreciation  of  John  m ust a lso i nc lude a hea rtfe lt 
tr ibute to his wife Susie .  The ro le of Head's partner has 
a lways been d ifficult but again ,  I suspect that the demands 
of the 1 990s make it even more of a cha l lenge today than 
i n  ear l ier  t imes. Susie's steadfast su pport of John and  the 
school  was exemplary.  

John  had on ly  one watchword whi lst at S ibford and he 
demanded it of pupi l s, staff and  h imself. The watchword 
was exce l l ence and I th ink  it was achieved by a l l .  I would 
l i ke to wish John and S usie the very best for their  t ime at 
Leig hton Park. Tha nkyou to both of you.  

Simon Horsley 

KAREN TURBURFIELD - MRS T.  

We sa id  goodbye i n  J u ly to  Karen Turburfie ld  who, .i n  

fifteen years, progressed from Assistant i n  t h e  Remedia l  

Depa rtment to  comm itted Fr iend and  Head of  what m ust 

be one of the la rgest Dyslexia Departments i n  the country. 
This was no d u l l  prog ress ion .  It was the i m pact of a 

teacher of genius.  



Her understand ing  of the very specific needs of dys lexic 
you ng people was ga ined through a combination of natural 
e m pathy and i mmensely thorough  theoretical study, both 
put to imag i native and  p ractical  use. Always enthusiastic 
for i nnovation, she had a t ire less energy for he lp ing people 
learn i n  their own best style, and  the ab i l ity to m otivate 
them to ever g reater effort. Her  response was i nsta nt. A 
learn ing b lock today wou ld  be met by a br i l l i ant new 
teach ing  a id  tomorrow morn ing .  On ly  the best would do, 
which meant that she took freq uent l ibert ies with the 
contents of her own home to provide materials, but eq ual ly, 
she had the imag ination to use whatever came to hand.  
You wou ld  never forget your  Key Words once you had 
found them cha lked on  the sta i rs as you came up .  And 
you wou ldn 't dare fa l l  below M rs T 's exact ing standards, 
even if there were no hot chocolate or  custa rd creams to 
urge you o n .  

She m a d e  i t  a l l  l o o k  s o  easy, b u t  her friends and fam i ly 
knew a l l  too wel l  the h u n d reds of hours she spent i n  sheer 
hard work to get things rig ht. She saw ea rly on  how 
i m p o rtant  c o m p uters wo u l d  be for Dys l ex ics ,  a n d  
pai nstak ing ly taught herself a l l  t h e  knowledge that she 
then passed on  generously to her col leagues and students. 

Her style and  a rtistry led to d isplays of stu n n i ng beauty, 
both in the department and wherever else they were 
needed. When the rest of us had struggled for the r ight 
effect al l  afternoon, Karen wou ld  send us al l  home, raid 
the stationery cu pboard, and transform our efforts. She 
even succeeded in the Karenisat ion of the Staff Room, 
enrich ing  our  l ives with p lants and flowers and fi rmly tied 
down sta p l ers and pens .  T he g reatest m a rk of o u r  
appreciation is  that, despite a few casualties, we are tryi ng 
to ma inta i n  sta ndards.  

T u rn i ng u p, a lways there, a lways e legant, g raciously 
making l ig ht of i rksome responsib i l it ies, Karen has been 
a n  anchor for us  a l l .  She never d ro pped her standards, 
whether p roduc ing i nstant certificates for Sports Day, 
acti ng as resident ca l l i g rapher, wrapping g ifts, he lp ing  at 
Ch i ld ren's Camp, SOSA, PSFA, the Ch ristmas Fa i r, or 
mastermind ing the g iant Dyslexic J u m ble Sale of 1 989. 

It has not only been S ibford that has benefited from her 
dedicat ion .  She was a d isti n g u ished student o n  the 
pioneer ing fi rst RSA SpLD Diploma course, and  a fou nder  
member of  PATOSS, a lways at  the forefront of  professional  
development. Attend ing  a conference with her was l i ke 
trave l l i ng with royalty. 

A bri l l i a nt teacher, but m ost of a l l  a person of qua l ity, she 
supported ch i ldren and adu lts a l i ke through times of stress. 
Ch i ld re n  knew she was on their  side, often acting as 
med iator. Parents went away with new hope and the 
k n ow l e d g e  that t h e i r  a n x i et i e s  were  u n d e rsto o d .  
Col leag ues received not o n ly sympathy, but also generous 
and  practical he lp .  

Modest, gracious, hardworking,  Karen's deeply developing 
faith is  expressed in a l l  she d oes, " l ett ing her l ife speak" .  
T h a n k  you ,  Karen, for your i nsp i rat ion,  your friendsh ip  
and  the sheer  fu n you have g iven us a l l ,  and  o u r  best 
wishes in a l l  your  futu re ventu res. A true friend.  

M I KE FINCH 

Mike Finch left S ibford in Decem ber 1 995, j ust after the 
completion of last year's S i bford Magazine,  i n  which he 
had a leading - if beh ind  the scenes - role.  M i ke has been 
ca l led " M r. S ibford " in recog n it ion not o n ly of his hard 
work over the yea rs for the comm u n ity of the school ,  but 
for h is  membe rsh i p  of the Old Scho lars' Association and 
h is  undoubted and very rea l  love of S ibford. 

M ike is  a b i rthr ight Quaker and was here as a boy from 
1 949 to 1 954. H e  jo ined the staff from his p rev ious  
employment i n  industry o n  Apr i l  1 st 1982 i n  the ro le  of 
Estate Manager, working a longside John M i l ler, the Bursar. 
Dur ing his time at S ibford, he has been a board ing  house 
parent, i n  F ie ld ing H ouse from 1 986-88, with Wendy h is  
wife whom he married i n  1 985, hav ing met her here, as  
we l l  as Deve lopment Off icer and,  l atter ly,  Acc o u nts 
Adm i n istrator, the post from which he was eventua l ly  
made red unda nt. M i ke was even a Form T utor 1 982-86 
and  was the organ iser of the Kids' Camps from 1 982-90. 

M ike has been i nvo lved with SOSA ever s ince he ceased 
to be a pup i l  of the school  and is  presently T reasu rer, 
having held every officer's position in the Associat ion .  He 
is, moreover, an ex-membe r  of the School Committee 
1 974-81 ,  having served as Cha i r  on the F inances and  
Premises S u b-Comm ittee. Few people can have such  a 
wea lth of exposure to the many facets of the l ife of o u r  
com m u n ity a s  M ike F inch.  

When I fi rst a rrived at S ibford, I was warned that the 
Estate Manager cou ld  be a b it  difficu lt, but  I was a lso to ld 
that h is  bark was far worse than h is  b ite. T o  my pleasant 
su rprise (g iven what I 'd been to ld )  I found from Mike a 
warm welcome and a wi l l i n g ness to co l laborate which 
has never wavered i n  the seven yea rs s ince. 

M ike is  devoted to the school 's a rch ives and carries a 
wea lth of anecdotal knowledge around i n  h is  head.  He 
loves a good story and  has a wicked sense of h u mo u r, 
i n h e r i t e d ,  n o  d o u bt ,  f ro m h i s  sea -fa r i n g  I r i s h  
g reat-g reat-gra ndfather, which has made h i m  a very 
popu la r  fig u re .  T here was rea l sadness when he l eft the 
school 's employment, as was witnessed by the large  
n u m ber of  staff from a l l  the  school 's departments who 
attended h is  leaving party i n  G i l l ett. 

M i ke's associat ion  with the school  com m u n ity conti n ues 
through  SOSA and through  his i nva luable help to me in 
edit ing this magazine.  He is  evidence to me that it is  n ot 
m e re l y  a p e rs o n ' s  t i t l e  n o r  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  
management scheme of th ings which u lt imately matters. 
No; rather it is  the i r  qua l it ies as a human be ing which g a i n  
t h e m  affection  and respect, two commodities o f  which 
M ichael  F inch has p lenty at S i bford . He d rives Wendy to 
school each morn ing from Midd le  Tysoe and keeps in 
reg u l a r  contact with his many  friends .  L o n g  m ay it 
conti nue .  

We a l l  w ish  h i m  a happy and a busy futu re, wheresoever 
he wendeth. 

Sean Kennv. 

MARTIN G ULLlFORD. 

N ot many people that a re new to the School may have 
heard of Mart in  G u l l iford; he was one of the chefs at 
S ibford, a lso a house pa rent i n  Penn ,  m a i n ly a friend to 
every one who met h i m .  Many pare nts who met Mart in  
may remembe r  meeti ng h i m  for  the fi rst t ime with h is  
finger u p  a hole i n  the cei l i n g  of  Pen n  with water pour ing 
down h is  arm, try ing to stop a leak !  

I n  Penn ,  Mart in  wi l l  be remem bered for a long t ime as he 
is  one of the k indest people  I have met; he gave so m uch 
of h i mself i n  the house, and was ab le  to ta lk to you about 
h is  ch i ld hood and  how he overcame many problems that 
ch i ld ren face today. Whatever you felt l i ke, if you were 
home-sick or  you thought you were in trouble, Mart in  
cou ldn 't fa i l  to make you smi le  and to cheer  you up.  

On a Satu rday morn ing whi le  travel l i ng  to work Mart in  
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had a n  accident that would change h is  l ife. He was run  
over by a sk ip  lorry, and after a d ramatic rescue (dur ing  
which  M a rt in  rema ined conscious)  he was a i r  l ifted ,  by 
pol ice hel icopter to the John  Radcl iffe in Oxford . 

After havi ng one leg amputated and pu l l i ng  through,  
(even though the doctors sa id  he wou ld  never make it) 
and 17 operations, a year later M a rt in  has a l m ost if not 
complete ly made a fu l l  recovery. 

Mart in  is  now l iv ing in Austra l i a ,  with his fam i ly, after 
spending a short whi le  in Oxford. He says he wi l l  be back. 
I am sure that Mart in  would l i ke me to say, on  his beha lf, 
that he wishes every one the best of l uck for the futu re. 

Freddie Huntington. Yr 10 

ORCHARD CLOSE 
TO BOARD OR NOT TO BOARD 

In 1 99 1  we, as a fam i ly, were faced with this q uestion .  We 
were l iv ing in N igeria at the time and there was no good 
secondary ed ucation ava i lab le  for o u r  e ldest daughter. 
Also as a fam i ly we were not comm itted to the idea of 
board ing .  Consequently, we decided to retu rn to Hook 
Norton, where our E n g l ish home was. 

Job hunting ensued and I found myself teach ing  in  Orchard 
Close, the new J u n io r  School Department of S i bford 
School ,  an esta bl ished Day/Boa rd ing  School .  

Soon, I bega n  to learn a l l  about board ing  l ife and  what it  
can offer ch i ld ren .  After the fi rst two yea rs, when I was 
only involved with the day school ,  I became part of the 
board i ng l ife of the schoo l .  

Opening o f  Of chard Close extension. Wendy Williams, 
Francis Surry, David McMahon and Kieran Ford (inset) -
the youngest pupil in the school. 

Education  for your ch i ld  can pose many q uestions. Parents 
a re now faced with g reater choice. We had to make a 
c h o i ce between be ing  toget h e r  a s  a fa m i l y  u n it o r  
sepa rated. We chose the former. 

One of the major decis ion makers was the fact that we 
were older pa rents, who had not star'fed our fami ly  u nt i l  
later i n  l ife. Consequently, we d idn 't want  to miss out on  
these spec ia l  years. 

H owever, now that I am part of a board ing  esta bl ishment, 
I can appreciate how short the terms a re.  The ch il d ren 
w ork a long school  day,  and  many schools work Satu rday 
morn ings. Ch i ldren whose parents a re abroad, often select 
a school because of its p rox im ity to g randparents and 
relatives. I have observed many 'spec ia l '  relationsh ips 
b lossoming between g randparents and boarders. 

Many of the ch i ld ren a re now a ble to fly home for ha lf 
term o r  parents fly i n  to whisk them away for a n  exciting 
ho l iday break. 
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SUMMER AND AUTUMN UNIONS 

We would l i ke to congratu late two members of the Sibford 
community who ma rried the "men of thei r dreams" d u ring  
th is  summer  vacat ion .  

Al l  our  best wishes for the futu re to Pam G i bson, o u r  Head 
of  G NVO and Business Studies, who married Col in  Con roy 
and to San Sister Pat Croft, who ma rried J o h n  Fisher and 
who leaves us for a new l ife i n  Armscote at  the end of 
Autum n  Term.  

On November 23rd Ga i l  M i l ls, from O rchard Close, married 
Keith Wi lso n .  Cong ratu lat ions!  

The weekly boarders a re no sooner here than away aga i n .  
. Excel lent contact i s  establ ished between home and school .  

The newest trend is for  flexi-boardi ng .  B usy pa rents with 
business meetings in the even i ngs or long da i ly journeys 
to school  often welcome a m i d  week break. If there a re 
spare beds i n  the dorms - flexi-boarding is possib le .  

Board i n g  l ife is  d iffe rent from home l ife. It  is more 
organ ised and there a re fa r more ru les. There is a lso 
constant company for the g regar ious ch i ld .  Phone ca l ls  
and fax machi nes mean that  no  one is out of  contact. 
Letters and  parcels become an important part of l ife. 

The Matron or Houseparents a re the most i m po rtant 
people i n  a board ing  ch i ld's l ife. They a re the support and 
li n k  between board ing  house and schoo l .  

If  I had to  take my decision aga in  I m ig ht f ind  it m uch 
more d ifficu lt. I now know what board ing  can offer and do 
for a ch i ld .  C h i l d ren seem to adapt and accept far easier 
than pa rents. 

Elizabeth Young 

THE YEAR IN FOCUS 

Orchard Close cont in ues to be a n  exciting,  chang ing  
environment i n  wh ich  to  work. The  yea r commenced with 
the h ighest n u m be r  of pup i ls  ever.  The bu i ld ing ,  which 
was pu rpose b u i lt i n  1 989, was b u rsting at the seams and 
the younger ch i ld ren were i n  the Fie ld ing portakabi n .  
H owever,  p l a n s  w e r e  a l ready b e i n g  d iscussed a n d  
eventua l ly  d rawn u p  and approved for t h e  new extension 
i n  order to accommodate the ever increasing n u m ber  of 
pup i ls. 

The bu i lders com menced work d u ri n g  the Easter ho l idays 
1 996. Su rprising ly  there was l itt le  d isru pt ion to c lasses. 
Ch i ld ren in Yea rs 4 and 5 kept a weekly d ia ry about the 
bu i ld ing  work, conseq uently learn ing about and fee l i ng 
part of the project. The three new classrooms, cloakroom 
and l a rge  entra nce hal l  were completed a few days before 
the start of the September 1 996 term.  

One of the new 
c lassrooms is  for 
t h e  r e c e n t l y  
esta b l i s hed Key 
Stage 1 class and 
we w e l c o m e  
Rachel McCu l l ock 
as the teacher in 
charge of this age 
g roup.  She is  an 
e x p e r i e n c e d  



i n fa n t  te a c h e r  
a n d  i s  a l re a d y  
shar ing h e r  g reat 
e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  
A rt a n d  E n g l i sh 
with us.  We hope 
s h e  w i l l  e n j oy 
being part of the 
n e w  d e ve l o p­
ments i n  Orchard 
C lose. Ga i l  M i l ls 
and her pupi ls a re 
enjoying the luxury of a new c lassroom,  after the i r  yea r i n  
t h e  portakabin .  T h e  E n h a nced Lea rn ing R o o m  is  used for 
a variety of lessons, such as Dys lexic Stud ies, Learn ing  
Su pport, Th inking  Ski l l s and Acce lerated Learn i ng .  

Life i n  Orchard C lose is a lways busy a n d  va ried.  The 
Austra l ian  Ch ristmas event was organ ised by Dan ie l  May, 
our attached Austra l i a n  GAP Student. Lots of fun and 
laughter for everyone. The enterta inment was fo l lowed 
by the tradit iona l  O rchard C lose Ch ristmas Cake made by 
the pupi ls .  After the event pup i l s  and pare nts he l ped to 
raise money for the fi na l  fund ra is ing for the purchase of a 
large Wendy House by buying Waiter and Wendy buns,  
each of which p u rchased a brick.  Dan ie l  May retu rned to 
Austra l i a  after  C h r istmas i n  o rder  to commence h is 
U n iversity Studies.  He had brought h is  love of cr icket to 
O rchard C lose students. 

t 
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Scott Ra lston a rrived fro m 
Austra l i a  on a bitterly co ld 
January day.  He smi led when 
he arrived and conti n ues to 
smi le .  He is a g reat footba l l  
enthusiast and a tremendous 
chess p layer. The winter p lay 
t i mes passed q u ick ly  with 
c h i l d re n  p l a y i n g  chess a l l  
over the school .  Parents were 
soon  c o m m e n t i n g  on t h e  
'c lose ga mes' their  ch i l d re n  
were cha l leng ing t h e m  to. 

, � .  \ 
.. 

Educat iona l  vis its were as varied as ever. 

G a i l  M i l ls took her class to Bath where they stayed in a 
Youth Hoste l .  They visited the Roman Baths. The U pper 
J u n iors went to the B rit ish M useum and Stratford- u pon­
Avon as part of the i r  H istory Studies. 

The h i g h l ights of the summer  term were the boat trips on 
the Oxford Cana l ,  k indly provided by pa rents Ann and  
Bob White. Th is  was m uch appreciated . 

Sports Day was excit ing ,  but u nfortu nately the day was 
overcast. One week later O rchard C lose had a second 
Victor ian Sports Day i n  torrentia l  ra in .  

This was a fu nd ra is ing event when a l l  the ch i l d ren were 
sponsored in a 'Hop,  Sk ip, J u m p' event in 'Leap for Lepra' .  
They raised £368 which wi l l  help to cure leprosy. The 

ch i ld ren al l  d ressed up as Victor ians.  During the morn ing 
Years 4 and  5 experienced a Victor ian school  morn ing .  
The afternoon sports i ncl uded sack  and hoop races which 
were the rea l favou rites. Dur ing the event Thames Rad io  
interviewed ch i ld ren .  Later they were ab le  to  l isten to 
themse lves on the rad io .  

Anna Cobb "Leaps for Lepra" a t  the Victorian Sports 
Day. 

Thames Radio 'Live' on Victorian Sports Day. 

Yea r 6 ch i ld ren made s ide shows for charity. Lorra ine  
J ack  brought her  pet p igs  for  a 'guess the  we ight of  the  
p ig '  com petit ion .  Th is  event gave the  ch i ld ren fi rst hand  
experience of how a Victor ian c h i l d  wou ld  h ave felt 
participat ing i n  Victorian sports. The idea was to encourage 
ch i ld ren to fu rther resea rch about Victor ian sports and  
c lothes. 

T h e  L i tt l e  A n g e l  P u ppet  T h eatre  ret u r n e d  w i th  a 
performa nce of 'Go Noah Go' .  Sceptical  Yea r 6 ch i ldren 
were soon entra nced by th is exciting,  co lourfu l product ion .  

The Little Angel Puppet Theatre. 
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The Orchard C lose tree has cont inued to br ing news to 
Orchard Close pare nts, vis ito rs a n d  c h i l d re n .  Char l ie  
Woods featu red i n  five loca l newspapers when he wrote 
to the Pr ime M i n ister ( and  rece ived a reply) compla i n ing 
about  po l l ution i n  the sea, after a n  Orchard C lose science 
lesson. 

The Sports activities have been varied and more matches 
were p layed . G raham Thomas and Patricia Howes a re 
enth usiastic games teachers. G i l l  Newbold cont inues to 
teach ch i ld ren to swi m and ga in  confidence i n  the water 
with truly amazing results. Her trampol ine  c lub  is a lso 
proving to be very popu lar. R id ing  conti n ues to be one of 
the most popu lar  extra cu rricu l a r  activit ies and Modern 
Dance is  sta rt ing to attract more boys. Lunch hours a re 
a lways busy with ch i ld ren rushing off to O rchard C lose 
Cho i r  rehearsals,  I nstru mental G roup, Art C l u b, Chess 
C lub ,  Origa mi  C lub  and Sports Practices. 

Amongst a l l  these activities serious work has prog ressed. 
The qu iet and peace of morn ing meeti ng conti nues to 
have a spec ia l  p lace in a l l  our  hearts. Dur ing  the q u i et 
t imes we th ink  of Mary Bennett, the fi rst teacher i n  charge 
of Orchard C lose. Mary is  i n  the Kath ryn House Hospice, 
Adderbury. Throughout her long i l l ness she has a lways 
asked about and shown a keen i nterest in Orchard C lose. 
Mary was a remarkable teacher.  She wrote and produced 
wonderfu l plays. She a lso gave many ch i ld ren a love of 
Art. We have al l  l ea rnt a l ot from Mary. 

As the apples i n  the orchard ripen and the trees sta rt to 
cha nge co lour  we com mence a n other school year. We 
also sta rt a new chapter in the h istory of Orchard Close. 

Elizabeth Young 

MATRON'S NOTES FROM THE BOARDING 

HOUSE 

Busy Time.  

Hospita l ity at Quaker Meet ing House - flowers - d usti ng -
coffee making.  

Conservat ion dur ing  the a utumn,  winter and  spring -
hacki ng brambles - shru bbery - p u l l i ng sp l i nters out of 
fingers. Cu lmi nation i n  a summer picnic and a wa lk  through 
the disused rai lway tunne l .  Seeing what a difference our  
h a rd work has  made  to  the fauna  and  f lora. 

Many and varied trips from nea rby Broughton Cast le to 
much farther afie ld .  A lovely day at Wroxton Abbey walking 
for Wi ld l ife Fund, we d idn't ra ise m uch money but ach ieved 
g reat satisfaction and sore feet. 

Once aga in  the board ing  catch ment a rea is worldwide 
from Thai land,  Fra nce and the U . K. 

Beth Banning 

ORCHARD CLOSE ACTIVITIES WEEK 

On Monday March 4th Year 6 p lus  Miss M i l ls, M iss Howes 
and  Scott met at Banbury Station ready to catch the tra i n  
t o  Swansea and s o  t o  Clyne Farm. Laden with l uggage we 
trave l led to D idcot, c h a nged,  trave l led to Swi n d o n ,  
cha nged and t h e n  to Swansea. 

On a rrival at Swansea we were taken to Clyne Farm where 
we had the fi rst of many good meals before fi nd ing  o u r  
accom modation and  beg i n n i n g  our  activities. 
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Fi rst there were some ice-breaker activities where cheats 
were marked in b lack - some marks remained for the 
week. Then it was " f ind your  way a round the farm by 
map and  compass" fol l owed by team work to solve 
problems such as " removing a dangerous o bject from a 
pond without gett ing wet " .  A superb even ing  meal  was 
fo l l owed by "c l imb ing  up the wa l l "  in the barn .  

Day two dawned d ry and  it was off to Oystermouth and 
the M u mbles to test the react ion of the local residents to 
the possib le deve lopment of the bus station - market 
resea rchers in the mak ing .  Having fou n d  no enthusiasm 
for developing the bus station  we headed round the coast 
to go looking at rocks, at ho les i n  the rocks and i n  rock 
pools.  However the h ig h l ight of the day was being pu l led 
across a gap with the sea crash ing  below. Everybody 
managed the Alp ine Traverse. 

On d a y  t h ree  we went  " i nto town " .  We saw t h e  
development o f  Swansea Docks, n o w  a very p leasant 
residential a rea, and found Dyla n  Thomas, coal and copper. 
Pub l ic  transport took us back to Clyne Farm where we 
emba rked on a m a n h u nt. Christophe thought he was 
Rob in  Hood and  rema ined we l l  h idden up a tree whi lst 
M iss H owes had forty wi nks in a bush as the other g ro u p  
tried t o  find us. 

So fa r the weather had rema ined d ry but day fou r  proved 
to be sunny and  wa rm. We were off to do a river study and  
th is  began by  playing Pooh Sticks. A scramble  u p  to 
Pen n a rd Castle enabled us to look out over the G ower 
Pen insu lar  where signs of the Sea E mpress oil d isaster 
were nowhere to be seen .  Map read ing was needed to get 
us to l u nch which was fo l lowed by a gentle strol l  round 
the  coast to a beach .  S o o n  a s a n d cast le  b u i l d i n g  
competition  was i n  prog ress. The day concluded with a 
wa lk  u p  a l imestone va l l ey - we found the river at the top 
as it d isappeared down a swa l l ow h ole. 

The last day was a complete contrast. It was extremely 
cold but it d id not stop Year 6 doing "the m uddiest assau lt 
cou rse world." Our  visit ended with a hot shower, a nother 
super meal  and then the ra i n .  We retu rned to Ba nbury by 
tra i n  and gave the g ua rdsman heart fa i l u re with a l l  the 
l uggage at Didcot. The week ended by a rrivi ng back to 
snow in Banbury, ti red but having had a good week. 

Patsy Howes 

GIRLS' GAMES - ORCHARD CLOSE 

Orchard C lose has managed to field a netba l l  and a 
rounders team .  These have been l i sted as Under  1 1  but 
they have been a m ixtu re of U nder 1 1 s, 1 0s and 9s. 

We bega n  the yea r  by suffering heavy defeats in netba l l  
matches and  were unab le  to  score any goa ls .  However, as  
the  season prog ressed a n d  the tea m beca m e  m o re 
experienced our  los ing margin  decreased; improvement 
i n  the defence ski l l s  of Myrriam Bohan and Ha rriet Cooper 
was the main reason for this.  

Although no netba l l  matches were won i n  the 1 995-96 
season, the experience ga ined by the U 1 0s and U9s has 
stood them i n  good stead.  The 1 996-97 season has beg u n  
with o u r  fi rst win .  

The summer saw rounders as the ma in  sport. Five matches 
were to be p layed but two were lost to the weather. 
Although no wins were forthcoming,  defeats were narrow, 
on ly  by one or two roun de rs .  Two m ixed tourname nts 
i nvo lving the whole of Years 4,5 and  6 resu lted in one win 
and  one loss. Hopefu l ly next season wi l l  see some wins.  

My thanks go to the g i rls  for the effort they have put in ,  to 
pa rents for being so pat ient with l ate p ick-ups a n d  



espec ia l ly  to M rs .  Duckett and  M rs.  Bohan for the ir  he lp  
with the transport.  

Patsy Howes 

SAILING 

Every Monday d u ring  the Easter term and again unt i l  
October ha lf term g roups of pupi ls head out to Farmoor 
Reservoi r, near Oxford to go sa i l i ng .  This activity has 
contin ued to g row, with more pup i ls  than ever taking part 
this year with a l most th i rty pupi ls  attend ing  each week i n  
t h  ree d ifferent sessions.  

O rchard Close pupi ls a re i ntroduced to d i ngy sa i ling  using 
a variety of craft inc lud ing  Toppers, Otters and  O pti m ists. 
They a re ab le  to sa i l  in pa i rs and as the ir  confidence 
g rows take boats out si ng le-handed.  

Many of the Years 7 and 8 pupi ls  introduced to sai l ing i n  
Orchard C lose retu rn a n d  make the m ost o f  the even ing  
sessions to  relax with some recreat ional  sa i l i ng  m ixed 
with some teach ing  points, often attract ing new sa i lors 
with their  enthusiastic descript ions of events from the 
weeks p revious.  

With the i ncreas ing popularity of sa i l ing,  a ny assistance 
with the sessions is  welcome from pare nts. No previous 
exper ience is req u i red just common sense, a wi l l i n gness 
to learn oneself and  of course a g reat deal  of patience ! If 
you a re wi l l i ng and able to offer any he lp please contact 
Ga i l  M i l l s  at O rchard C lose. 

Gail Mil/s 

ORCHARD CLOSE CAMPING 

With the ever i ncreasing demands on  our t ime in events, 
the camping weekends took on a different form than i n  
previous years. M ovi ng away from the tradit iona l  idea of 
s leepi n g  under  ca nvas and cooking on an open fire, pup i ls  
were i ntroduced to a n  a lternative cha l lenge even ing  base 
in and around the school grounds at the end ofthe Summer 
Term.  

After su pper, c lues were d istributed amongst the groups 
which led to the d iscovery of more c l ues, yet more cl ues 
and then even more c lues !  Each of these had to be solved 
with in  a restricted time, in order to produce a ny usefu l 
i nformation .  U pon solving r idd les, deciphering codes, 
tracing tra i l s  and  co l lecting selected items, the ch i ld ren 
could exchange the correct answers for equ ipment which 
could then be put to use.  

Tents took a whi le  to be e rected and  the fi na l  cl ues were 
strugg led over before the h idden treasu res of a ' h ot dog'  
s u pper were u nfo lded .  N e rvous tension rose as the 
ch i ldren rea l ised the i m pl ications of  the u nso lved cl ues. 
However as the 'm idn ight hour' approached, g l i mmers of 
hope o r  rather sa usages appeared in eyes that not long 
before had been q u ite g l azed by puzzles ! 

A n  u n e x pected t h u n d e rsto r m  a d d e d  a d d i t i o n a l  
atmosphere to o u r  evening,  but I a m  g lad t o  report that 
neither the torrentia l  ra in  nor  the thunder removed the 
c h i ld ren from the i r  canvas she lters d u ring  the n i g ht.  
Wak ing to a c lear blue sky and happy cheery vo ices was 
also a treat, a lthough at 4 o'c lock i n  the morn ing I don't 
th ink  I appreciated it as much as I would have at c loser to 
8 a . m . !  

Gail Mil/s 

HOUSE REPORTS 
ALL CHANGE AT FIELDING 

What a yea r !  It is with 
g reat fo n d ness that I 
look back at my fi rst year 
at F i e l d i n g .  We n o w  
have a f u l l y  refurbished 
house and a bigger yea r 
twelve than ever before, 
but the memories of last 
year's s ixth fo rm w i l l  
a lways stay with me.  Bish, Fabs, Rosie and Katie. 

It was such a n  eventfu l 
y e a r  w i t h  m a n y  
h igh l ights a n d  few l ow 
points. One of the fi rst 
l a n d m a r ks w a s  t h e  
C h r i s tmas  r a p .  M a rk 
Pa ine  m ust take a l l  the 
credit for what turned 
o u t  t o  b e  a u n i q u e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  

Hazel, Joe and Laura. 
Christmas carol service. 
On a noth e r  d r a m at ic  

note, Trevor Waiters i nspired many with in  the house and  
we saw some ta lented performances th roug hout the year. 
Ruth James, James Scott and Leo Maggi were outstand ing  
i n  " Death and  the  Ma iden " .  Other  notab le  performances 
took place on  the pistes of Mer lette, F rance, where many 
of  us enjoyed a n  active and  fun packed week together.  
S im i l a rly, the outdoor p u rsu its weekend organ ised by 
Gai l  M i l ls was a n other chance for staff and pupi ls to 
i nteract and enjoy each others' compa ny. Many w i l l  
remember Taij 's rock c l i m b i ng escapade and  Becky's 
adro itness. 

However, for me the 
h i g h l ig ht of the yea r 
was o b s e rv i n g  t h e  
change i n  t h e  pupi l s, 
see ing  them mature 
a n d  p u l l  t o g et h e r . 
T h ey a l l  l e a r n e d  
d u ri n g  t h e  year  t o  
enjoy each other and 
celebrate each others' 
success. The h ouse 
S pi rit was p h e n ­
omenal  a n d  a l l owed 
us to fie ld successful 
i n t e r - h o u s e  r u g by,  
footba l l  and ath letic The Head Students Group 1996/7: 
te a m s .  T h e  g i r l s  Andrew Waite, Rosie Hilferty, 

r e s  p 0 n d e d Fabian Col/is and Hazel Bel/. 

p a rt i cu l a r ly  w e l l  to 
Sarah Spitt le' s words of motivation  i n  her  impromptu 
ath letics tra i n i n g  sessions.  The VI th form enjoyed many 
weekend out ings to Dray ton Manor, The Snow Dome, 
bowl ing in London and the end of term summer barbecue. 

Life at F ie ld ing last year had its own sad moments. Lee 
Sayers' terrib le car  accident deeply affected everyone in 
the house. Weekly visits to see him in i ntensive care, on 
the ward and in rehab i l itat ion enabled us to witness h is  
remarkable recovery.  The H o rton became a frequent 
visiti ng venue for the V lth form who endured one a i lment 
or fractu re after another, leaving M rs Howard on  fi rst 
name terms with the casualty n u rses !  
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So here we a re one yea r on .  I 'd 
l i ke to thank Victor Lau for bei ng 
a n  exce l l e nt Head of H o use, 
T r e v o r  who n e v e r  t i red  of 
making pancakes on  a Su nday 
morning; Angie Bovi l l  and Sarah 
S p i tt l e  w h o  c o n st a n t l y  
su pported events a n d  activities, 
a n d  G e off S l a d e  w h o s e  
contributions t o  House Meetings 
a lways ensu red a h u m o ro u s  
touch; b u t  most i m portantly to 
those members of F ie ld ing who Victor Lau. 
changed the percept ion of the 
6th form with in  the school, and by their actions encou raged 
many of last year's elevens to conti nue  this  positive trend. 

FIELDING'S FACELlFT. 

We d id  not know 
what to expect 
when we a rrived 
at F i e l d i n g  
H o u s e .  D u r i n g  
t h e  s u m m e r  
t e r m  o f  1 99 6  
there was major 
re-fu r b i s h m e nt 
with in the house. 
A long  with the 
he lp  of  staff and 

John Howard 

pup i ls  we were Laura Brown in her Fielding Sixth 
able to decide on Form study-bedroom. 
t h e  c h o i c e  of 
decor and the re-design  of the common room.  

The i nterior  has 
b e e n  t ra n s­
fo r m e d .  B e d-
r o o m s  n ow 
h a ve n e w  
fu r n i t u re a n d  
m o re sto r a g e  
space creat ing a 
c o m f o r t a b l e  
environment i n  
which t o  work. 

Fielding T V  area. We h ave new 
. beds, new desks 

a n d  new l i g hts.  There i s  a l a rge  kitchen  with n ew 
eq u i pment and  a common room with a n  adjoin ing  TV 
roo m .  The comfy seats and  new carpet look very i nviti ng .  

The homely atmosphere has created a we lcome surprise 
to both new and present pupi ls .  I n  compa rison to last 
yea r's house the improvement is beyond doubt and the 
i nconven ience ca used dur ing the bu i l d ing work is now 
better appreciated. � 

Fielding common room. 
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We t h a n k  
everybody who 
worked so hard 
t o  m a ke 
Fie ldi n g  House 
what it is today. 

Hazel Bell and 
Rosie Hilferty 

GILLETT HOUSE 

It is sa id that t ime f l ies  when you're havi n g  fun - we can 
hard ly bel ieve where this last twelve months has gone, or  
that the house has now been re-opened for three complete 
yea rs - o u r  new Year 7 i ntake of September 1 993 a re now 
in Year 1 0 !  

The appoi ntment of Joe Boucher a s  House Capta in ,  p lus  
Ja mes Wr inge and Alex Li  as h is  deputies, proved a g reat 
success. Joe has si nce gone on  to Stratford Co l lege and 
sent us these comments: 

" Du ring  my yea r as House Captai n,  I had many d ifferent 
experiences, some more cha l leng ing than others. I had 
qu ite a lot of responsibi l ities such as checking that jobs had 
been done.  I cou ld not be l ieve how fast the ti me passed .  

Pau l  Lud low, Al ison Pea rce, and other  staff attached to  
the House helped me to carry out the  House Capta i n  role 
successfu I ly. 

One of the t imes I remember m ost a bout school  was my 
house meeting  where I was l eft 'on the spot' .  Staff were 
very understa nding and he lpfu l when it came to my exams. 
The House improved a g reat deal whi le  I was there such 
as n ew furn itu re a n d  the deco rati n g !  I w i l l  a lways 
remember  the three years I spent at S ibford with g reat 
h i l a rity . "  

The House h a s  part icipated fu l ly  in  a l l  sport ing aspects of 
the school - true to the Olympic ideal  that it is not the 
winn ing ,  o r  the losing, but the taking part that matters. 

Ada m  Be l l  reports that G i l l ett is the smal lest house at 
S ibford School ,  and the sports achievements we have 
made i n  the past yea r  have shown a deg ree of success, i n  
spite o f  th is d isadvantage compa red t o  Pen n  a n d  L ister.  

I n  the rugby season our j u n ior  team came second, and in 
the i ntermediate house matches, G i l lett won on  poi nts 
d ifference. In the footba l l  house matches before Easter, 
G i l l ett ju n iors came th i rd, the i ntermediate team ca me 
jo int fi rst with Penn ,  and the sen iors came th i rd, but had a 
c lose game against Pen n .  

I n  the summer there were ath letics a n d  basketba l l  matches. 
We came thi rd overa l l  i n  the athletics and i n  the basketba l l  
t h e  j u n iors came th i rd .  T h e  i ntermediate team came fi rst 
with a c lose last game aga i nst Lister, and a very proud 
S i m o n  H u g h es co l lected a very fi n e  trophy at fi n a l  
assembly. 

A l l  i n  al l  it was a very successfu l sport ing yea r for the 
house, and we look forward to cont in ued endeavou r. 

We have contin ued to support the house char ity, G u ide 
Dogs for the B l ind ,  through co l lections of the tradit iona l  
t in  fo i l  and  sta m ps, augmented th is yea r  by postca rds and 
coins. There is a very fi ne d isp lay i n  the games room to 
rem ind  the boys of the end resu lt !  

This September we had our  fi rst Yea r 7 i ntake for some 
t ime, and  they seem to be fitting  i n  we l l , but we had to say 
goodbye to o u r  l a rge Yea r 1 1  g roup .  Two have stayed on 
i nto F ie ld ing House, the others have a l l  depa rted to va rious 
parts of the country, and we wish them every success in 
the futu re. On the staff side we have lost the support of 
Karen Turburf ie ld and Mark Con nor  has transferred to 
Pen n .  

The progra m me o f  re-decorating conti n ued apace d u ring  
the  summer - the  two la rgest dorms are now 'G i l l ett 
G reen' .  Not m uch more left to do, then i n  the great tradition 
of the Forth Bridge, it wi l l  no  doubt have to sta rt a l l  over 
aga i n !  



O u r  resident German exchange student, Danie l  S locum, 
enjoyed h is one term placement so m uch that he retu rned 
after Easter for a second term, to be jo i ned by Kristoffer 
from Norway. 

Outside school,  James Chen won the Young Music ian of 
the Year Com petition  run by Banbury Rotary C lub .  He 
spends hours pract is ing and  is  often ca l led u pon to play i n  
Tuesday M usic Meeti ngs i n  front of t h e  whole school .  

What better way to fin ish th is  year's H ouse Report than to 
leave the fi na l  words to one of our senior pup i ls, Adam 
Towers; 

" I have j ust started house duties, and fi nd this house a 
warm, friendly environment. With a l l  care staff i nstead of 
teachers, it is more l i ke coming home after long dreary 
lessons." 

Gillett Staff and Boys 

LlSTER HOUSE 

Lister House has had a very p leasant and enjoyab le  year. 
We have welcomed students on  a short term stay from 
the U kra ine and North Korea, We hope they enjoyed their  
stay with us as m uch as we enjoyed havi ng them at L ister. 

The term bega n  with a sma l le r  n u m be r  of boarders, 
a l l owing one dorm to be converted into a Year 1 1  study/ 
q u iet room, which of course was readi ly  accepted by the 
present Year 1 1 . It is usefu l for q u ite a few hours of work 
on  a Su nday afternoon,  o r  Monday morn ing  for the 
desperate. 

We of L ister bid farewel l  to B rian  Ho l l iday who brig htened 
up o u r  Wednesday even ings with talk of footba l l  and  
practica l ly  anyth ing on  o u r  m i nds at  the  t ime .  Though we 
m ust happi ly mention that Mr Ho l l iday wi l l  sti l l  take part 
i n  the house meetings.  

With the donat ion to the school i n  Ghana looming,  we 
again hope to raise enough m oney from o u r  sa le on Open 
Day to keep u p  our support of the schoo l .  

G reat news a l l  y e  readers, for the boys o f  L ister have 
some ta l e nt.  J u l i a n  Li has  received rewa rds for h i s  
outsta nd ing m usica l talent.  Andrew G u n n ett w o n  a most 
h i g h ly rega rded award, none other  than the Dorothy 
Hawley Cup .  A more g reatly shared award was the L ister/ 
Penn i ntermediate footba l l  trophy; this i n  itself was a 
g reat achievement. 

B i l ly Yiu, L ister's newly appointed Sports Capta in ,  has 
a l ready started the house com petit ions off with the m uch 
enjoyed game of poo l .  The House Counci l  developed the 
com petit ions fu rther, by i ntroducing a prize for the l ucky 
winner, which for this com petition  is a £5 book voucher.  
Our money's on  Da . . ! 

Robert Molson Year 1 1  and James Brooks Year 10, play 
pool in Lister House. 

We a re ha ppy to i nform you that o u r  new mem bers to the 
house have sett led wel l  i nto the Lister way of l ife, with i n  
such a short t i m e .  W e  wish every success t o  t h e  rest o f  the 
house i n  its b i rd spott ing,  ra is ing money for the school in 
Ghana and the redecorat ing of the house every so often.  

Pup i ls  i n  L ister enjoy leading the ir  own Th u rsday house 
meeti ng and  Jason and  Dan ie l  have a l ready described l ife 
on the Ch i ld ren's Summer Camp.  We are go ing to take 
part in other meeti ngs d u ring  the yea r. 

We would, as the new Head Boys in L ister, l i ke to thank 
o u r  predecessors for a job wel l  done.  New Head Boys a re:  

Head Boy 
Deputy Head Boy 
Deputy Head Boy 
Sports Capta i n  
House Secretary 

And rew G u n nett ( G u nshot) 
Jason Chadwick (Chaddles)  
David O'Donohoe (Mole )  
B i l ly  Y iu  (Rhymes with name) 
Dan ie l  Maclagan (Dan the man that can) 

Andrew Gunnett, Jason Chadwick, David O'Donohoe 

Margaret Fel l  House has 
had a very fu l l  and busy 
y e a r  - s i n c e  o u r  l a st 
magazine report we have 
g a i n e d a n  A n n ex e  t o  
Margaret F e l l  House - but 
u n l i ke m o st a n n e x e s  
w h i c h  a re u s u a l l y 
attached to the bu i l d ing -
o u rs is the opposite end 
of the campus!  Wel l  that's 
S ibford . 

Over the year it has been Hannah Leavett - Year 1 1  has 

home to a variety of g i rls  worked tirelessly on behalf of 

- as we c h a n g e  i ts  Margaret Fell House to raise 

occupa nts each term. The money for " Breakthrough". 

on ly  true fixture at the 
moment is  Janet G regory who looks after the g i r ls that 
end .  Obviously the success of Marga ret Fe l l  House has 
reaped rewa rds in the i n c reased d e m a n d  for g i r ls '  
board ing ,  thus we have revamped the far wing of  the o ld  
Manor to accommodate the extra g i rls  - a lthough we are 
sti l l  very m uch one com m u n ity; at  present the Annexe is  
home to e ight Yea r 1 1  g i rls .  

Kathryn Knowles and Tiril 
Solberg- Thomas - Year 9. 
Food is very important at 
Sibford - especially the 
noodles. 

The house Ch ristmas pa rty 
took a d ist inct ly  d iffe rent 
format i n  '95.  On Tuesday 
Decem be r  6th at 9 . 1 5  the 
boa rders of  M a rga ret F e l l  
H o u se l eft a c o l d  a n d  
somewhat snowy S ibford to 
its usua l  weekday rout ine  
w h i l st we  headed  u p  t h e  
m ot o rway to t h e  N . E . C . 
w h e re we at tacked  t h e  
C lothes Show L ive - i t  was 
bri l l i a nt. The fi rst stop was 
to the Reebok demonstration 
to see men prancing  a round 
in  the i r  shorts wh ich  set the  
tone for the  day. 

M a n y  of us e nj oyed free 
make-overs and ha i r  advice 
from the experts - the whole  
place was a riot of  co lour  and  
n o i s e  - s o m et h i n g  fo r 
everybody - and m ost people 
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Kate Deacon - Year 7 7, Amma Donkoh Year 70. Margaret 
Fell office always has an open door to chat - even though 
sometimes it is only to use the staff phone - Kate. 

boug ht, especia l ly  M r  and M rs N o rton who seemed to 
have a carrier bag from every sta nd.  

The l ive fash ion show with top models  and pro moted by 
J eff Banks was very stim u l ati ng .  We retu rned to school i n  
t ime for tea but reg rou ped aga in  i n  the house a t  6.00 p m  
t o  enj�y more food, many s i l l y  games and a weepy video. 
Good Job the end of term is  F riday. 

We conti n u e  to be actively i nvo lved i n  cha rity work; this 
year we conti n ued with ' B reakth ro ugh'  ra is ing m oney for 
much needed research .  

I n  addit ion,  last M a rch as a o n e-off, e ight Year  1 1  g i rls  
were sponsored to s leep out i n  the N o rtons' g a rden using 
ca rd board boxes to ra ise m oney fo r the home less - a very 
worthy cause. M a rch was a parti c u l a rly cold month.  

This academic yea r we wi l l  endeavo u r  to help the p u p i l s  
o f  � �hosha n g u u e  J u n i o r  School w h o  need h e l p  with 
basIc Ite ms such as books, b l a n kets and food as in th is 
school the pa rents pay a s m a l l  a mo u nt if ab le  and the 
teacher  has to ed ucate and feed the c h i l d ren .  We wi l l  send 
the money with Debbie Pee rs, Yea r 1 1 ,  who l ives i n  
P reto ria,  when s h e  retu rns home.  

J u ne is usual ly  a very sad t ime i n  the house fo r staff and 
c h i l d ren as we say good bye to  many of  our  fr iends as they 
go to pastu res new - h oweve r th is year tradit ion b roke -
we said goodbye to Ruth Geeson, Louise Whyte a n d  
E m m a  Lynch who went o n  to study e l sewh ere b u t  w e  are 
p leased to see Cathy Gorna l l ,  Kate Deacon, Sara h  Ca ines, 
H�I�n Shephard ,  Vicki J ackso n,  Annette Pe rry, Wendy 
Wi l l i ams, Georg i n a  Farmer and H a n n a h  Leavett have 
p rog ressed i nto F ie ld ing  
a n d  a re a l l  studying A' 
Levels/G . N .V.Q.s ( a l l  of 
which M rs N orto n  sti l l  
teaches o n  a dai ly basis ) .  
We wish t h e m  e v e ry I 
success a n d  hope that 
they wi l l  visit us often -
we part icu lar ly m i ss the 
organ i sati o n a l  ski l l s  of 
M iss Gorna l l  - F ie ld ing  
has ga i ned a wonderfu l 
group of g i rls who are a 
credit to M a rg a ret Fel l 
H ouse and S i bfo rd. 

This yea r M a rga ret Fell  Kerry Smith - Year 70. A 
H ouse has appointed the typical early night, or is it a 
fol l owing pupi ls  to key late morning for Kerry ­
p o s i t i o n s  so t h a t  t h e  catching up on her art work. 
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h ouse can conti n u e  to g o  from strength to strength for the 
academic yea r  1 99617. 

Head of H o use 
Deputy 
Sports Ca pta i n  
H ouse Ca pta i n  - Day G i r ls 

Sarah B a i n  
S a r a h  Anderson 
Rachel  Shephard 
Caro l i n e  C le land 

They have a very hard act to fol l ow but  I fee l  very confident 
that the q u a l ities they hold are the strengths M a rgaret 
F e l l  H o u se strives on - patience, considerat ion and 
comm itme nt. 

As the c h i l d ren sometimes come and go this yea r we have 
seen seve ra l  d iffe rent faces in the  role of assistant 
housem istress of M a rg a ret Fe l l  H o use.  J a net G regory 
started the seque nce; Jackie B a rt lett fo l l owed but had to 
reti re d u e  to i l l  health;  we then saw Sarah C u l l  who 
covered the post fo r the last ha lf  of the summer te rm.  

It �s the refore with g reat re l ief that I welcome and hopefu l ly 
wi l l  keep the new resident assista nt hou semistress M i ss 
Cather ine M a rklew, fo r many yea rs - but that is in the 
fu�u re - as fo r the past we have been particu l a rly p leased 
th is  year to have had visits fro m past pup i ls; to name a 
few, La ra French who's now off to I n d i a ,  Tara Ken nedy, 
E l l e n  S a l w a y ,  R a c h a e l  D a v i s  ( st u d y i n g  d ra m a  a t  
Abe rystwyth )  and N a o m i  Cord i n e r  ( read ing E n g l ish at 
Reading U n iversity). a l l  of whom sti l l  carry that S i bfo rd 
spi rit. 

Lesley Norton 

PENN HOUSE 

The last year  see ms to  have passed so q u ickly, a n d  yet 
much has been achieved by the boys of Pen n .  The house 
u n d�r the �a ptai ncy of J a m es H icks, a bly su pported by 
Merl i n  Davls a n d  Alex Wo ng, e njoyed its fa i r  share of 
success i n  a wide ra nge of sport ing e ndeavou rs .  N otable 
a mong these were overa l l  victories i n  the ath letics and 
rugby. Duncan Forreste r set a new long jump record and 
Danie l  Anderson won both 800 and 1 500 metre races. At 
cou nty l evel J o n  Wayb u rne and Ro bert G issop performed 
wel l  i n  high and long j u m p  and i n  400 metres respectively. 

Mea nwh i le,  i n doo rs, f ierce com petit ion raged over the 
pool ta ble and a kn ock-out chess tournam ent revealed 
some previo usly h i dden ta lents. H o use furn itu re has 
rem a i ned � �edominantly of the hand-me-down variety, 
but the addition of some colourfu l 'th rows' has transfo rmed 
o u r  sofas i nto something fa r m o re respecta b le, if n ot 
q u ite 'Cou ntry Living'  sta ndard .  

Dur ing the s u m me r  G ra h a m  Thomas joi ned t h e  stre ngth 
as o u r  t h i rd man o n  the staff, and we have been most 
g ratefu l. to h i m  for br inging h is  friend l iness and experience 
to the Job.  We have s i m i l a rly been l ucky to h ave the 
assistance of Scott Ra lston and J usti n  Webb, our  Austra l ian 

Tom Gill relaxes in Penn. 



GAP-year  stude nts, with whom many of the boys have 
become good fr iends. 

As the o ld  year closes and the new one beg i ns,  the news 
which is  o n  everyo ne's l i ps is of the next phase of the 
board i n g  accom m odati on's refu rbishment - it  is Pen n's 
t u rn next. By the sta rt of Septem ber 1 997 we expect to 
have received a n  u p-g ra d i n g .  The p l a n n i n g  has beg u n  
a n d  we await the arrival of the workmen with bated breath ! 

Michael Spring, Tony Skeath 

THE HEDLEYS CELEBRATE 25 YEARS AT 

SIBFORD 

Ti m e  f l ies  when you a re having fun .  This certa i n l y  see ms 
to be true as it does not seem l i ke 25 yea rs s i nce we 
a rrived at S ibfo rd as a newly ma rried couple i n  a Tri u m ph 
TR3 to be met by Jonas F ie ld ing a n d  then J o h n  M i l ler,  
who, when we req uested the keys for Lister Boys looked 
g rave a n d  concerned and wished us 'Good Luck' ! Wit h i n  2 
years the sports ca r had gone to be replaced by the fi rst of 
o u r  two sons Gideon,  fo l l owed 2 yea rs later by Jacob.  We 
have enjoyed working with a further t h ree headteachers 
si nce J onas, Ken n eth G reaves, J i m  G raham a n d  J o h n  
Du nston a l o n g  with a tota l o f  1 2  assistant housestaff. 

Stuart and Yvonne Hedley celebrate 25 years at Sibford 
and their Silver wedding. 

We have had o u r  share of i nc idents a n d  sleepwa l kers. A 
day boy's overn ight stay was d istu rbed by a boy who 
thought he had reached the to i let but hadn't !  A dream 
about being a p i l ot on a n  aero p l a n e  resu lted i n  that p i lot 
'parach uting' out of the wi ndow i nto our  garden,  tha nkfu l ly 
without too m uch i n j u ry, a n d  m o re seri ous  was the 

occasion when a pupi l  c l im bed out of a n  u psta i rs window 
i n  h i s  sleep bel ieving it to be downsta irs .  Strea kers i n  the 
ra i n  k n o c k i n g  on o u r  d o o r  to ex p l a i n  t h e mse lves,  
contact ing  pare nts dur ing power cuts and snow sto rms 
by cand le l i ght when term was te rmi nated early, having 
the h ouse turned i nto a sanatori u m  d u ri n g  a f lu  ep idemic 
and memorable,  excit ing Eisteddfod eve n i ngs when the 
h ouses were l a rger  a n d  pupi ls  m o re n u merous. 

We a rrived when spartan condit ions fo r pupi ls were both 
accepted and expected in  boarding accom m odation and 
we have a l ways been g ratefu l for the support g iven to  us 
over the yea rs by our pa rents whose enthusiasm made it 
poss ib le  to b u i l d  the model  rai lway in o u r  hobbies room 
which is n ow the assistant house staff l iv ing room; and 
who provided us at va ri ous t i mes with a l i b ra ry, ca rpets, 
c u rt a i n s ,  cookers,  g a rd e n  p l a nts,  p i ct u res, l i g h t i n g ,  
fu rniture and a snooker table after a m a m m oth j u m ble  
sa le.  

O u r  sabbatical term was a t ime we wi l l  not forget, when 
M ichael  S p ring aided by David Fou lds looked after the 
H o use fo r the summer term of 1 993 whi lst we went to stay 
for 5 m o nths on Is lay, where we e nj oyed some b u i l d i n g  
co nstruct ion work and t h e  boys attended a Scottish i s l a n d  
pr imary school fo r a te rm. 

There have been u n h a ppy and sad ti mes too of cou rse, 
the tragic loss of G a reth Ol iver being everyone's l owest 
ebb i n  Si bford fo r many yea rs. G a reth touched everyone 
who knew him o r  was near him at the t ime and we w i l l  
never forget the support w e  received fro m everyo ne, and 
especia l ly  from David and Edna Ol iver. 

We enjoy n ow the return of Old Scholars at freq uent 
i ntervals who visit us not o n ly with their  partners but with 
the ir  c h i l d ren too. We thank al l  our past pupi ls for g iv ing 
us so m uch pleasure and satisfact ion d u ring the last 25 
years. Father  Ch ristmas doesn't need to put o n  a g rey 
beard anymore!  

The fo l l owing na mes may br ing back some memo ries for 
you, as they do for us:  

Housestaff 

Bruce B u ry 
Da n Petre ncik 
M i ke H o l l m a n  
C h ris Cox 
Tony Rye 
M i ke Spring 
Dominic G riffiths 
J o h n  Robi nson 
Andy G lover 
Trevor Parr 
G i deon Hedley 
Paul  Rae 

Housecaptains 

And rew Dettutray 
P h i l i p  S i n c l a i r  
M a rt in  M o rris 
Robin  Ticke l l  
Ti m othy Senior  
S i m o n  Everest 
David S i m pson 
Robin Anderson 
Eric K i l patrick 
R a l p h  C l a rk 
S i m o n  Corn ish 
J onathan Wa l l is 
Roy Ki l patrick 

Sean Wood 
Robert Tem pleton 
Ch ristopher  Webb 
J a mes Nelson 
Ca l u m  Robb 
Ti mothy Ro bertson 
Stu a rt Lei g h  
J o h n  Augar 
Max L in  
J a m es H udson 
Ben C o l m a n  
J a m es Webster 

Stuart and Yvonne Hedley 

1 3  



AROUND THE CAMPUS 
ART AND DESIGN 

Work i n  the Art Depa rtment has conti n ued a pace this 
year.  Our reputati o n  fo r exte n d i n g  the provis ion of t h ree 
d i mensiona l  a rt was u pheld by Ruth James ( B )  and Katie 
J a m i s o n  ( C ) .  Both g i r l s  prod uced a wide var iety of 
scu l ptura l  pieces ra nging from a vast stone ca rving entitled 
' Ieafba l l '  by Ruth to an i ntricate ly model led p laque cast by 
Katie, featur ing sym bols of celtic orig i n .  In the l ower sixth, 
Hazel Be l l 's hol iday in Mexico has i nspired some excit ing  
work  based o n  her  stud ies of  Meso Ame rica n style,  both 
h istorical  and conte m po ra ry. 

At GCSE the department o nce more enjoyed the success 
of a l l  candi dates. A l l  the students achieved a grade of C or 
a bove, of w h i c h  50% were awarded A g rades.  It i s  
particu l a rly pleasing t o  learn of the h i g h  n u mber o f  S i bford 
students who conti n u e  the i r  Art educatio n  beyo nd 1 6. 
Exa m i nation submissio ns, which were d isplayed i n  the 
school  h a l l ,  showed a broad d iversity of styles and media .  
The two a reas of  F ine Art a n d  Design were brought 
togeth e r  to g o o d  effect by J o n a t h a n  Eva n s  i n  h i s  
boardgame, designed a n d  made fo l l owi ng a study of the 
work of M . C .  Escher.  Some exce l l e nt pa inti ng by And rew 
Fa i rweather sh owed stro ng lean ings towa rds the work of 
Francis Bacon whi le  l a rge sca l e  sepia pai ntings by Tosh i m i  
Ogawa owed m uch t o  t h e  scu l pto r's sketches b y  Henry 
M oo re. Other  work in the exhi bit ion i nc luded jewel lery, 
weavi ng,  pastel d rawi ng,  stone and plaster sc u l pture, 
pr intmaking and a l ife size goose made from wi l low stems. 

In the j u n io r  forms work has conti n ued to reflect the 
departme nt's ethos of exposing students to a wide ra nge 
of media and techniq ues, whi lst chal lenging their  creativity 
t h rou g h  a pro g ra m m e  of structu red design problems. 
Some of their  projects had a practical  o utco me such as 
provid ing a range of designs for ch i ldren's picnic wa re 
w h i l st others had a m o re deco rative pu rpose: desig n i n g 
and making a textured wa l l  t i le  for a pedestr ian u n derpass. 
Throughout the yea r  I have been indebted to Lesley N o rton 
fo r her  suppo rt and help i n  the teach ing of the j u n ior  a rt .  

Satu rday morn ing  activities and l u nchtime Art C l u b  have 
cont i n u e d  to be po p u l a r  o p t i o ns,  a n d  it h a s  been 
encoura g i n g  to see how many students atte nd these who 
a re not fo l l owing a rt exa m i n at ion courses. 

By the t ime the Si bford Magazine g oes to pr int we wi l l  
have re-l ocated a l l  the stone sc u l pture i n  the pottery, 
where a washable  f loor w i l l  h e l p  to com bat the problems 
of d ust. O u r  p lans to pl ace scu l pture i n  The Wa l l ed Garden,  
in  consu ltat ion with the Hort icu lture Depa rtment, has 
cont i n u e d .  There were m a n y  co m p l i mentary re m a rks 
heard when the gardens were opened u nder  the Nat ional  
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G a rdens Scheme, and stude nts ma naged to sel l  a n u m b e r  
o f  t h e i r  home prod uced g reeti ngs cards and wa l l  p laq ues. 

During the yea r, d iffe rent g ro u ps from the department 
v i s ited a var iety of e x h i b i t i o n s ;  they i n c l u d e d  'The 
B l acksm ith as Artist', ' David Nash's Woodca rvi ngs', and 
'Contempora ry F u rn iture Design'  at the Mead G a l l e ry, 
Warwick. We made o u r, by n ow, tradit ional  visit to the 
Roya l Academy S u m m e r  Exhi bitio n ,  which a lways g ives 
o u r  se n i o r  stude nts a fee l  for what is happening in the 
world of contem porary a rt. 

We a re eno rmously g ratefu l to Ray White of the E ng l ish 
Depa rtment for h i s  generous g ift of a large set of a rt 
h i story books.  Generati ons of students w i l l  benefit from 
our e n ha nced reso u rces. 

Plans are afoot to bring more ofthe work of the department 
i nto the pub l ic's view, and I l ook forward to repo rti ng on 
that in the future. 

Michael Spring 

BUSINESS STUDIES 

Yet again,  another busy year i n  the Department which 
conti n u es to g row and f lour ish with m uch i nterest bei ng 
expressed i n  the cou rses o n  offe r. GCSE sti l l  proves to be 
a popu l a r  option for stude nts in Year 9 consideri ng what 
to do next at KS4, a n d  then there is now the added 
attraction of being able to prog ress o nto A' leve l .  This 
yea r saw the success of Lee Bishop (Year 13 )  who achieved 
a B g rade and is cu rrently on a Gap Year. The department 
c o n g ratu l ates h i m  o n  t h i s ! We're n ow h o pefu l that 
Rosa leen H i lfe rty w i l l  do eq u a l ly we l l  i n  the s u m m e r  of '97 
and provide encouragement fo r 6 stude nts in Year 1 2  who 
have recently em ba rked on the ir  A level stud ies. 

Rosie Hilferty at work. 

G NVQ a g a i n  has proved to be a way of learn i n g  that fo r a 
n u m ber of students seems very attractive. Being ab le  to 
wo rk at your own pace, achieve success on a u n it basis 
and see success in tests taken at reg u l a r  i nterva ls, a l lows 
students the faci l ity of ta king responsi b i l ity for their  own 
learn ing  and putt ing together a portfol io  of evidence which 
sh ows real knowledge of the working world.  

Particu lar  congratulations shou ld  go to the fi rst stud ents 
ever at S i bford School  to be awarded the fu l l  award i n  
G N VQ Bus iness a t  I nte rmed iate level (eq uat ing t o  4/5 
GCSEs at G rade C o r  a bove ):-

Victor Lau ( Head Boy) - Awa rded a d isti nction and cu rrently 
studyi ng G N VQ Advanced at Oxford Col lege of F u rther 
Ed ucati o n .  

L e o  Maggi  - Awa rded a merit a n d  cu rrently studying 
G NVQ Advanced Busi ness at West Herts Col lege. 



J onathan Thresh - Awarded a m erit and cu rrently studying 
G N VQ Adva nced H ospital ity and Cate ring with NVQ u n its 
in Receptio n  a n d  re l ated stud ies at a col lege of further 
educatio n .  

They a l l  wo rked very h a rd and deserved t h e  success!  

� .--. . .. ::'" � ....,... 

Leo, Jon and Victor being congratulated on their success! 

I wou l d  j ust l i ke to mention the h e l p  that we were g iven by 
U n dersta n d i n g  I n d u stry R e g i o n a l  Co-o r d i n ator,  A l a n  
Keitc h, who wo rked with myself and the students t o  try 
a n d  h e l p  esta b l i s h  l i nks with a p p ro p ri ate b u s i n e ss 
o r g a n isati o n s  to a s s i st with t h e  G N VQ p rog ra m m e  
specificat ions.  

The contacts we made have been very usefu l and we 
u n dertook a n u m be r  of visits to see the re levance of 
G NVQ u n its/e le me nts. Thanks m ust go to the fo l l owi ng : -

Alan  Keitch - U nde rsta n d i n g  I n d u stry - fact fi n d i n g  and 
i nterview p ractice before visits. 

Rachel  Ol iver - H u m a n  Reso u rce M a nager - S & A Lesm e  
Cal lebaut, Ba n b u ry - i nvestigation i nto job roles. 

S i m o n  Wood ruff - Lloyds Bank, B a n b u ry - o rga n is ing a 
Bus iness Ventu re. 

Heath e r  F l int  & Rachel  Pea rce - M a rks & Spencer, Oxford 
- p rovid i n g  Custo mer Service. 

Col in Campbel l  - General Manager  - Whately H a l l  H otel 
Banbury - exa m i n i ng structures and worki ng a rra ngements 
in organ isations .  

David Wa l ke r  (Tra i n i n g )  - Oxford Ambulance Service -
methods a n d  i m p o rt a n ce of co m m u n icat i o n s  i n  a n  
organ isat ion.  

I t  is also good to see the expansion of  G NVQ - i n  September 
stude nts began fo l l owing a n  I ntermediate G NVQ i n  Land 
and Environm ent, together with others who e m ba rked on 
a fo u n d a t i o n  p r o g r a m m e  c o m b i n i n g  L a n d  a n d  
E nviro n ment u n its with Busi ness u n its. ( I f  i nterested see 
School Prospectus/Boo klet Wake Up to G NVQ) ! 

On a f ina l  n ote a n d  n ot h i n g  to do with cu rricu l u m  m atters, 
s o m e  of y o u  m a y  b e  
i nterested t o  know that I was 
re m a r r ied in t h e  s u m m e r  
(J u ly 6th 1 996). Col in  Con roy, 
my partn er  fo r the last six 
yea rs f ina l ly  persuaded me 
that it was probably i n  my 
best i nterests to do so.  We 
had a wonderfu l day, back in 
the N orth East with friends 
and fa m i ly. C o l i n  and I wou l d  
l i ke t o  pass o n  o u r  thanks to 
a l l  who sent us thei r best 

wishes and g ihs - they were a l l  very m uch appreciated. 

Pam Conroy 

DRAMA DEPT. 

AS YOU (SORT OF) LIKED IT . . .  

Hero: As I remem ber, 0 long of tooth,  it was o n  this very 
spot that the  year began a n d  D a n i e l  M a cLagan d i d  
beq ueath t o  us t h e  fi rst o f  h is  m a n y  l o n g  pa uses fo r 
d ra m atic effect that a lways p receded h i m  n ot havi ng the 
s l ig htest c lue  what the sc r ipt d id  say as to h is  wherea bouts 
or words thereaher. 

Sage: Arrr. 

Hero: And yonder it was, was it n ot, that Yo u n g  Edwa rd ,  
he w h o  would l o o k  down o n  a l i g htho use, so b ig  and 
b road he stood, sat  a n d  was a cl ock, t ick  tock, a n d  gently 
tickled the h u mo u rs of the gathe red crew? 

Sage: Arrr. It was. 

Hero: And does it n ot but seem l i ke yeste rday when Old 
Edwa rd, so s l ight where the younger  one is broad,  d i d  
d r i n k  h i s  wee and make h is  a u d ience g ri n  m ost merri ly? 

Sage: It does. I ndeed it does. 

Hero: And we were most favo u ra bly i m p ressed. 

Sage: We were? 

Hero: For sooth we were, that o u r  a u die nce was so wise 
of the ways of the world that o u r  d i rector was not h o u nded 
from p i l l a r  to post fo r being so g ross. 

Sage: And a ha ppy man he was fo r the lack of it ! 

Hero: ' 0 ha p py man he was i ndeed, and most when J acob 
S m ith decl i ned to exercise his rig ht to speak in the d ress ing 
room a n d  a l l  about was si lent and each acto r co u l d  m a ke 
his entrance r ight on cue.  

Sage: Except fo r Danie l  MacLagan.  

Hero: And who was Danie l ,  anyway, but a vital part of  the 
story? 

Sage: So no-one knew what was happening . . . .  

Hero: N ot Dan ie l ,  n o r  h is  fe l l ows . . . .  

Sage: And certa i n l y  n ot the audience ! !  

Hero: 0 bl issfu l confusi o n ! ! !  And yet, we have n ot even 
come to the g u n  n ot going off, nor the u m bre l l a  s l i d i n g  
u nder  t h e  sofa never t o  be fou n d  . . .  

Sage: A rea l p ig's ear, we say . . . .  

Hero: And us, a r ight midsu m m er's d ream- u p !  

Sage: Except that i t  were a u t u m n  . . .  

Hero: A n d  s o  w e  c a m e  t o  wi nter. 

Sage: Arrr!  

Hero: And was it not wi nter that the good Daniel  spent 
sitti ng on that step j ust there, frantica l ly writ ing? 

Sage: Arrr ! ! 

Hero: And d id  he n ot write, and write, a n d  write? 

Sage: He d i d .  He did i ndeed. 

Hero: And d i d  he ever f in ish h is p rep? 
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Sage: N ope. 

Hero: Whi lst al l  a ro u n d  h i m ,  a M a n hatta n s kyl ine  g rew 
a n d  g rew, and we da nced to the sounds of Dr J azz. 

Sage: You mean the Ch ristmas Hop? 

Hero: I mean when John Macdona ld  th rew caut ion to the 
winds a n d  da nced u nder  a m i d n ight  moon with Fred.  

Sage: Arrrr! ! ! ! ! !  

Hero: A m a rriage made i n  heaven: Ve nus and Adon is, 
two sepa rate stra nds together and entwined forever. 

Sage: You mean Laura and Ta i j i?  

Hero: I mean Raptu re ! ! !  

Sage: Bloomin'  eck ! ! !  

Hero: And rapt u re was tyi ng Leonardo to a cha i r  and 
force-feed i n g  h i m  M a r m ite Soup for  a week. 

Sage: Am ! ! ! !  

Hero: Whi lst Ruth and J a mes d i d  prosper m i g hti ly as a 
m a rried pa ir  with a man tied to a cha i r  i n  the corner of the 
l iv ing room, and Tom G i l l  crept around the stage in tota l 
da rkness, to be revea led occasio n a l ly l i ke a rabbit at n i g ht 
by h is  good friend And rew, who took to h itt i n g  the l i g hts 
o nto fu l l  every t ime he woke up i n  the Box, j u st so we 
knew he was awake. 

Sage: But my good friend Danie l?  

Hero: N ever was a man more h a u nted by h is  p rep.  The 
n i g hts d rew o ut, Leo had long s i nce l eft h i s  soup for Tom 
to fi n ish ,  but Danie l  sti l l  did write, and Andrew G u n nett 
a n d  David E l l i m a n  sti l l  d i d  rehea rse the fi rst sce ne. 

Sage: S o  when . . .  ? 

Hero: So when Br ian the rubber ch icken at last came out 
of the  s u itca se, a n d  everybody went o n  h o l iday to 
B a rce lona,  who should  be bent over that top step, but 
Danie l ,  saying 'Lo! The end of the second scene is n ig h ! '  
a n d  'J ust five m o re m i n utes . .  . '  

Sage: Five more m i n utes, m y  Bottom !  

Hero: 'Tis truth you spea k i nd eed, O l d  Man,  fo r the good 
Danie l  wo uld  sti l l  be there n ow, were it n ot for h is sudden 
promotion to the part of God i n  J oseph's Drea m .  

Sage: Is  that 
'
where he b e  n ow, for I do rem a rk that he is  

gone? 

Hero: 'Tis where he is ,  forsooth, back where he bega n .  
There, u p o n  that very stage, st i l l  lost and look ing fo r h i s  
c u e ,  whi lst a l l  a r o u n d  h i m  the battle doth rage between 
Joseph and his better s ide.  0 ha p py day, s h o u l d  Danie l  
rem e m ber h is  next l i ne,  that the play m i g ht fi n ish .  What 
say you? 

Sage: Arrrrr ! ! !  

Exeunt Hero and Sage. Enter Daniel. 

Exit Daniel. 

Enter Daniel again. 

Exit Daniel. 
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Anon 

DEATH AND THE MAIDEN by Ariel Dorfman 
Friday 1 6th February 1 996 

Outside the sun was s h i n i n g .  I ns ide was an i nt imate and 
fiercely concentrated set. A meal  o n  a dazz l i n g  wh ite cloth 
and the l ig ht of a n  oi l  l a m p .  The sounds:  somnolent 
m usic, the d istant, d istu rb ing sea, a n d  a Schu bert q u a rtet. 
Three actors he ld the a u die nce tota l ly  in the u nderstated 
i ntensity of the ir  relat ionsh ip .  There was P a u l i n a  ( R uth 
J a m es) stru g g l i n g  to ach i eve a normal  existence after her 
experiences as a political prisoner fifteen yea rs before; 
and her h usband,  Gerardo (James Scott), the pol itici a n  
a p p o i nted by a n e w  g ove r n m e nt to i n vest i gate h i s  
cou ntry's former abuses. They a re jo i ned b y  Roberto ( Leo 
Maggi ) ,  a Good Sama rita n when Gerardo is stra nded with 
a flat tyre, a gentle d octo r  who p lays Schu bert i n  his car, 
the music to whose accompani ment P a u l i n a  had been 
re peatedly raped and tortu red. 

Her  suffe ring can only be pu rged by his confessi o n  of the 
truth, and th is, in the face of her  h usband's i n it ia l  d isbel ief, 
she ach ieves. F i n a l ly, with nervous seren ity, she is ab le  to 
atten d  a Schu bert concert with her  h u sband and accept 
the memory of her torture. But we are left with the eternal ly 
unanswered q uestio n  of how o rd i n a ry ind iv idua ls, by t iny 
steps, can be d rawn i nto part ic ipat ing i n  corpo rate evi l .  

T h e  a c t i n g  w a s  
s u perb .  Th ree l o n g  
a n d  d i ffi c u l t p a rts 
w e re m a i n t a i n e d  
wit h o u t  fa lte r i n g ;  a 
level of co ncentrat ion 
that could never have 
b e e n  a c h i e v e d  
w i t h o u t t h e  
i nsp i ration of Trevo r 
W a i t e r s  a n d  h i s  
s e n s it ive d i recti n g .  
T h e  tec h n i c a l  c rew, 
t o o ,  e n s u re d  t h a t  
n ot h i n g  d i m i n i s h e d  
the i ntensity of t h e  
act ion.  One needed to 
make no a l l owa nces, 
the thought and the 
d r a m a  w e r e  a l l ­
em brac i n g .  

JA 

DYSLEXIA 

DEPARTMENT REPORT 

The big news in the department th is  year has been the 
reti rement of Karen Turburfie l d .  It was Karen's i nsp i ration 
that g ave the department its sta ndards, its style and its 
heart a n d  she is g reatly m issed.  H e r  going gave us the 
excuse fo r some wonderfu l parties i n  J u ly, he lped a long 
by a "Tha n k  You M rs T" cake baked by C h rista Yates . 

Having g ot i nto the cooking spi rit, Ch rista e ntered a 
com petit ion sponsored by Good H o usekeeping a n d  won 
£5,000 for the cha rity of her ch oice, the BDA. Many 
dyslexics wi l l  have reason to  be g ratefu l fo r her  ski l l  and 
generosity. 

Other mem bers of the department took part in o u r  home­
g rown hol iday com petit ion,  "A Letter from . . .  " ,  res u lti ng 
i n  some splendid entries, from Space, Pa ris, Ken nels,  
NASA, a Bored Teenager and many m o re. Fi rst pr izes i n ' 
the  var ious  g r o u ps went to M i l es C o l g rave, Ad r i a n  
P rest i d g e ,  O l i v e r  H o l m e s ,  M i c h a e l  G re e n h i l l ,  N i c k  
Adamson,  N icola Barke r, Kate H o bby, N e i l  Livesey a n d  
P h i l i p  Tew. 



As we have come to expect, o u r  dyslexic stude nts d i d  
extremely we l l  i n  the G C S E  exami nations. 1 5  out o f  2 8  
gai ned 5 o r  m o re Passes at G rade C o r  above, with Kate 
Deacon and S a ra h  Ca ines ga in ing  A* in Texti les.  
We are del ig hted to welcome back a very stro ng g ro u p  of 
dyslexic A' Level students this yea r and wish them every 
success, fo l l owi ng in the footsteps of Ruth J a m es a n d  
Katie J a m ison who both g a i ned t h e  A' Leve ls and DVE 
awards needed to take up the i r  H i g h e r  Ed ucat ion pl aces, 
as we l l  as  contr ibut ing i m mensely to the school in the i r  
t ime with us . 

We were thr i l led th is  yea r  to hear from so many former 
mem bers of the department, se n d i n g  their  good wishes 
to K a re n  T u r b u rfi e l d .  The ra n g e  of t h e i r  c a re e rs is 
breathtaking, from "ful ly-fledged fa rmer",  through a rtists, 
a rch itects, designers and engineers, to those i n  busi ness, 
computing,  n u rs ing and soci a l  wo rk, re m i n d i n g  us a l l  
how fa r these courageous and determined lea rners can 
go.  

And fi nal ly, we we lcome our  new col league, S imon Tal bot, 
fresh from trave l l i n g  round the wo rld.  S i m o n  sta rted as 
an actor, trained fo r teac h i ng,  worked at Fai r ley H ou se i n  
London and is t h e  o n l y  teacher  i n  t h e  department w h o  sti l l  
p lays footba l l  . 

E FL DEPARTMENT 

S u m m e r  a r r ived 
ear ly  fo r the E F L  
s t u d e n t s  i n  
J a n u a ry, i n  fact ! 
C at h e r i n e  C o l e ,  
o u r  residential EFL 
stude nt, f in ished 
her year at  Sibford 
in Dece m ber 1 995 
and was repl aced 
by S u m m e r  
A r a t h o o n  f r o m  
N e l s o n  B a y ,  
Austra l ia .  

Jenny Austing 

S u m m e r  has th rown herself i nto a l l  aspects of l i fe at 
S i bford and,  as usua l ,  I m a rvel at the q u a l ity of the 
Austra l i a n  GAP students, so matu re a n d  wi l l i ng it is easy 
to forget they a re st i l l  teenagers themselves. 

Pupils from Years 7 and 9 meet 
guide dogs in training. 

I n  the spri ng term 
we a l so welcomed 
fo u r  p u p i l s  from 
U z b e k i st a n  - t h e  
fi rst w e  have had 
from this part of 
the world. The two 
g i rls  a n d  two boys 
jo i ned Yea r 9 for 
the term and made 
a g reat i m p ression 
o n  a l l  who came 
i nto co ntact with 
them. It was q u ite 

a yea r fo r new nat ional it ies as we a l so accepted two 
Koreans in the S u m m e r  term, to my knowledge the fi rst at 
S ibford. 

In the s u m m e r  we aga i n  ran our I ntensive Eng l ish  Course, 
th is  yea r  with n o  l ess than fo u rteen stude nts in the group.  
J u l i a  H a m m ett was a b l e  to retu r n ,  b u i l d i n g  o n  her 
successes of last yea r. O u r  stud ent n u mbers necessitated 
a second part-t ime teacher  and Geoff J o n es, a h i g h ly-

Viewing the dogs' accommodation. 

experienced EFL teacher, was able to assist. My t h a n ks to 
them both for a l l  the i r  h a rd work. The students were a b l e  
to g e t  o ut a n d  a bout a n d  m a naged t r i p s  to Oxfo rd, 
Wa rwick, the Cotswo ld Wi ld l ife Park, Cosford Aerospace 
M useum, Ke n i lwo rth Castle a n d  the Lunt Roman Fort to 
name but a few. 

As for the future, we a re taking up the chal lenge of teaching 
a new EFL exa m i n at ion .  Having prepared students fo r the 
Oxford Pre l i m i n a ry and/o r Cam bridge Fi rst Certificate for  
the past six yea rs, we wi l l  n ow be looki ng towards the 
I nternati ona l  GCSE i n  E n g l ish as a Second La nguage - a 
relatively new q u a l ification which I hope wi l l  be m o re 
suita b le  for o u r  senior stude nts. I am a lso hoping to set u p  
a self-study a rea with i n  o u r  base, i n it i a l ly fo r reading a n d  
l iste n i n g  materia ls fo r sen ior  p u p i ls. 

Al l  i n  a l l ,  it prom i ses to be a nother busy year fo r a l l  
connected with o u r  overseas sch o l a rs !  

Andy Glover 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT REPORT 

The m a i n  ach ievement of the yea r has been to see the fi rst 
of o u r  Media Studies g ro u ps through the two-yea r cou rse 
and to their  p u b l i c  exa m i nations.  Resu lts were pleasing 
and it seems to h ave been a wise cho ice fo r m a n y  
candi dates, certa i n ly a st i m u l ati ng one f o r  S i m o n  Horsley 
and Seim Ken ny, who ta ught the cou rse fo r the fi rst t ime, 
and for the p u pi l s. 

We a re a lso p leased to have gen erated q u ite a bit of 
i nterest i n  tak ing E ng l ish at A level amon gst the Lowe r 
Sixth, who began the i r  cou rses i n  Septe m ber. Alth o u g h  
t h e  fi n a l  n u m ber fol l owi ng t h e  course is  smal ler  than we 
o ri g i n a l ly h o ped, the n u mber of teachers i nvo lved has 
dou bled, an i nvestment for next yea r !  There a re certa i n ly 
very promis ing p rospects i n  the cu rrent Yea r 1 1  a n d  we 
hope they wi l l  come into o u r  A level c l asses next year. 

Bookfa i r  was a g a i n  held i n  the autu m n  term t h ro u g h  the 
good offices of the bookshop i n  C h i pp ing  Norton,  with a 
pa rty of o l d e r  p u p i l s  atte n d i n g  the th eatre t h e re o n  
N ove m ber 1 5th t o  hear t h e  c h i l d ren' s n ovel ist, P h i l l i p  
P u l l m a n ,  w i n n e r  o f  t h e  1 995 Carnegie Medal  for h i s  book, 
" Northern Lights " .  Parties of pupi ls attended perfo rma nces 
of "Animal  Farm " and " Macbet h "  for GCSE, whi le  Years 6 / 
a n d  7 j o u rneyed to see "The Adventu res of Robin  Hood " 
as their  now a n n u a l  Ch ristm as treat. Back i n  Febru a ry, 
Year 9 went to see a workshop prod uction of " Romeo a n d  
J u l iet" i n  pre pa ration fo r the SATs. 

A busy a n d  prod uctive yea r. 

Sean Kenny 
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GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT 

Geography at GCSE had a very successfu l yea r with 19 of 
the 22 pupi ls  g a i n i n g  A, B or C g rades. I was partic u l a rly 
p leased with the 4 grade As and the 7 g rade Bs ga i ned by 
p u p i l s  who had wo rked h a rd to produce i nte rest i n g  
fi e ldwork a n d  cou rsework o f  a h i g h  stand ard.  

E i g ht of the successfu l candi dates have stayed o n  at 
S i bford to take A l evel geography - a very welcome 
development - a course which is bei ng taught by Geoff 
S lade and myself. 

We wi l l  be going aga in  to S l a pton Lay in Devon for A level 
fie l dwork and hope to get to a good n u m be r  of G .A. 
l ectu res i n  Ba n b u ry.  Last yea r  these i ncl uded a fascinat ing 
l ectu re o n  the Aswa n Dam i n  Egypt and one o n  the work 
of The N at iona l  R ivers Authority. 

Our weather m onitor co nti n ues to g ive us i nterest ing and 
usefu l data which  benefits p u p i l s  t h roug hout the sch o o l .  

Brian Holliday. 

HISTORY 

On T h u rsday 27th May, Yea r 7 enj oyed a sp lendid day out 
conso l idati ng the ir  knowledge of Roman Brita i n  by vi siti ng 
the Lunt Fort i n  the morn ing  a n d  experiencing l ife i n  a 
grand castle at Ke n i lwo rth i n  the afte rnoon.  O u r  g u i d e  
w a s  exce l l ent and w e  rea l ly  fe lt t h e  march o f  Roman 
sold iers and the haza rds of  da i ly l ife o n  the fro ntier.  The 
ru i ned castle offe red m uch for us to  explore with its 
du ngeons and gardens.  

Janet Gregory 

The Roman Fort 
At Coventry we went to a Roman Fort. Rebu i lt by peo ple 
i n  the s ixties after being d iscovered by b u i lders .  Some 
bits had not been re b u i lt yet but they a re savi ng u p  to 
bu i ld  more.  There was a wooden wa l l ,  a Fort, a Dam,  and 
a G ra n a ry which were re b u i lt a n d  were very good.  A l l  the 
p l aces that were n ot b u i lt back l i ke they were had been 
m a rked in the precise p lace. 

Ben Robbins 

, 
\ 
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HORTICU LTURE DEPARTMENT 

The Horticu lture department has seen a n other prod uctive 
yea r, with good ha rvests and a fu rther i ncrease in students 
opt ing  for courses in Years 1 0  - 1 3. 

Year 10 Horticulture Group after Best Kept Garden 
Awards June 1996. 

We welcome Andy Newbold 
back i nto the Depa rtment: he 
has jo i ned us aga in  to teach 
the F o u n dation level of the 
G N V Q  L a n d  a n d  
E nviro n m e nt Cou rse, which 
is  be i n g  p i loted at S i bford 
t h i s  y e a r .  We a re a l s o  
ru n n i ng t h e  same course at 
I nt e r m e d i ate l eve l .  G N VQ 
wil l  bring many chan ges to 
the departm ent, and seve ra l 
new i n it iatives are p l a n ned 
th is  year: for exa m ple sett ing 
u p  a weather stat ion in the 
W a l l e d  G a rd e n  to e n a b l e  
students t o  fol l ow a course 
u n it i nvolving the reco rd i n g  
o f  weather data. W e  would Flower Harvesting, Year 1 1  
l i ke to thank the PSFA fo r Horticulture students. 
t h e i r  h e l p  i n  f u n d i n g  t h i s  
project. W e  wi l l  a l s o  a g a i n  
b e  kee p ing  s o m e  sma l l  l ivestock i n  sc hool  for t h e  Animal  
Care  modules i n  the course, and r u n n i n g  a Co nservation 
Progra m m e  to cover the Enviro n ment e l ement of G NVQ. 

The Wal led G a rden was open to the pub l ic  o n  30th J u ne 
for the second year as part of the National  Gardens Schemes 

Rebecca Garside and 
Claire O'Neill shredding 
garden refuse for 
composting. 

O p e n  G a r d e n s .  A l l  t h e  
students wo rked extremely 
h a rd to e n s u re t h a t  t h e  
garden looked its best for the 
several h u n d red visitors who 
passed through our gates. 
The weather  was bea utifu l ,  
and w e  h a d  many flatte r ing 
c o m m e nts passed o n  t h e  
g a rdens,  even t h o u g h  the 
roses had fa i l ed to  open in  
t ime.  They were three weeks 
be h i nd last year's flowe ring.  
Th at's gardening fo r you !  

Dur ing the yea r the 6th form 
DVE H o rt i c u l t u re g r o u p  
c o m p l e t e d  a s p e c i a l  
e x p l o r ato ry m o d u l e  o n  
G a rden Des i g n  which was 
very m uch enjoyed by us a l l .  
I t  i nvolved m a n y  vi s its to 



bea utifu l g a rdens i n  the surrounding a rea and then the 
opportun ity to design a garden fo r a c l ient.  One of the 
g ro u p, Kat ie J a mison,  has si nce l eft us and gone o n  to 
Pershore Col lege of H o rt icu lture to study for her  BSc 
G a rden Desi g n  a n d  Ma nagement Course. We wish her  
we l l .  

Congratu lati ons  go t o  Amy G u n nett, Sara J a n e  Travers 
C l a rk, J atupon S i r i pattrachote a n d  G ra h a m  Lewis fo r 
winn ing  the Gold Award fo r the Best Kept Vegetable 
G a rdens; a l so to Rachel  Shephard,  who was awa rded the 
Alan J a rvis H o rticu ltu re Cup for the most p ro m i s i n g  
student. 

Angy Bovill 

I . H .  AND HISTORY GROUP (YEAR 10) TRIP 

TO LONDON 

On the a n n iversa ry of the execution of King C h a rles I (30th 
January) Year 10 I . H .  and H istory g ro u ps visited the Houses 
of Par l iam ent - a dedicated g ro u p  who had eaten breakfast 
at 7.30am to have a very ear ly sta rt to the d ay. It was a 
long jou rn ey, through lots of road works, long q u eues 
and scenes of u rban derel ict ion as we a pproached London 
itself. 

We were met by o u r  g u ide,  then proceeded t h rough a 
secu rity check on o u r  tour  of both H ouses. We lea rnt a l l  
a bout t h e  a g e  o f  the b u i l d i n g  a n d  its tradit ions, saw m a n y  
l a rg e  pa i nt i n g s  of h i stor ical  events, espec i a l ly th ose 
relat ing to the 1 7th centu ry, then p roceeded through the 
m a i n  lobby to the Commons.  Many h isto rica l traditions 
were rea l ised - from the woolsack to the sword l i nes ! 
There was a short de lay beca use the P resident of M exico 
was a l so visiti ng and being p h otographed. M ost of us 
rubbed Winston C h u rc h i l l 's toe and some of us, i n c l u d i n g  
M rs G regory, ru bbed L loyd George's. 

I n  the afternoon we were fo rtu nate enough to have the 
experience of l iste n i n g  to and q u esti o n i n g  Mr Ba rry Legg 
M . P. fo r nearly a n  h o u r. We d iscussed his par l ia mentary 
l ife and q u izzed h i m  on h i s  pol itical v iews. The whole 
experience was fasci nati n g .  

N ext w e  d ivided i nto 3 separate g ro u ps t o  watch Pr ime 
M i n i ster's q u esti o n  t ime i n  the Com m ons, the debate in  
the Lords o r  Westmi nste r Abbey. Those of us fo rtu n ate to 
be i n  the p u bic g a l l e ries were utte r ly a m azed at the 
activities of the m e m be rs below. We recog n ised many 
fa mous cha racters i n  a packed h ouse.  We were amazed at 
the noise a n d  frenzied activity which seemed to have 
m o re th eatrica l rather  than po l it ical  va l u e !  

Charles Good, Paul Colegrave, Sarah Anderson 
and Neil Morris 

THE LEARNING SUPPORT DEPT.  

T h e  Dept. h a s  g rown both i n  n u mber o f  p u p i l s  and of 
staff. O u r  classroom assistant, Debbie Eva ns is a h uge 
success both with staff and p u p i l s  a l i ke and Ba rbara 
Wa iters, who started off as a n  assista nt i n  O rchard Cl ose, 
is n ow a l so d o i n g  the learn ing support teach ing in OC and 
has her  own room i n  the new extens ion .  

The Yea r 1 1  p u pi ls  ach i eved better resu lts i n  their  GCSEs, 
o n  the whole, than we had fo reseen, and are now happi ly  
p u rsu ing their  chosen cou rses e i ther  i n  the S ixth Form o r  
a t  local co l leges. T h i s  is  most encouraging and i n spires 
the p resent Yea r 1 1  to work h a rd to achieve the i r  own 
goals .  The l u nchti me workshops are very usefu l towards 

th is  end - it is a t ime to have extra h e l p  with Prep o r  
cou rsework, o r  to p l a y  some o f  t h e  spe l l i ng g a m es we 
have ava i l a ble,  and in the last yea r  we have had a very 
positive response to the workshops.  

There have been two visits in the last s ix months and we 
h o pe to have m o re th is  year.  TheYea r 9s had a day out last 
February to J a mes McLaren's fa rm and although it snowed 
overn ight a n d  was bitte r ly cold we a l l  had a g reat t ime, 
despite red n oses a n d  wet feet. We n a rrowly m issed the 
b i rth of a new l a m b, but saw lots of young l a m bs learn ing 
to wa l k, much to eve ryo ne's de l i ght.  The sta r  of  the show 
was defi n itely Duke, the o ld  b u l l  who seemed i ncred i bly 
friend ly, though we all  a g reed that we wou ld n ot l i ke to 
meet h i m  on a d a rk n i g ht !  

I n  J u ly i t  was Year 8's turn .  W e  spent a day a t  t h e  W i l d l ife 
Park in B u rfo rd. It was a bea utifu l s u n ny day and we a l l  
enjoyed see i ng most o f  t h e  a n i m a l s  i n  a fa i r ly natural  
ha bitat. It was good fun and everyone was pe rfectly we l l  
beh aved - a real credit t o  t h e  school .  

On the academic front m ost of  the pup i ls  who atte nd LS 
have fou n d  that the i r  read ing and spe l l i n g  ages have 
a pp roved appreciab ly  a n d  they parti c u l a rly enjoy the fact 
that they ca n learn spe l l i ngs through playing ed ucati o n a l  
g a mes,  i nc l u d i n g  c o m p uter g a m es .  U s i n g  t h e  ta pe­
record i n g  method fo r both rea d i n g  and spe l l i n g  is popu l a r  
too. 

This yea r  we have a l ready p rod uced our own Lea r n i n g  
S u pport m a g a z i n e  as part o f  o u r  O p e n  D a y  activities and 
we have p l a n s  afoot to raise money fo r C h i l d ren I n  Need.  
We a re a l so h o p i n g  to a rra nge a weeke nd away at some 
point, m aybe o n  the Is le of  Wight.  

Helen Evans 

MATHS DEPARTMENT 96 

In what has been a yea r of Govern mental controversy 
regarding the best ways to teach Mathematics, h ow to 
raise sta ndards and the use of calcu l ators,  it has come as 
n o  s u rprise that there is  n ow widespread evidence that 
the d idactic method of teac h i n g  has g a i ned new support.  
This revision of th i n ki n g  by so-ca l led Maths experts is  
long overdue.  For yea rs c lassroom teachers have been 
bem used by a succession of trendy th i n ke rs and their new 
meth ods. Good Mathematics teac h i n g  practices depend 
u po n  good com m u n ication ski l l s, enthusiasm, c reative 
th i n ki n g  and when necessary repetit ion and rote learn i n g ,  
essent ia l  i n  provid ing a f i r m  fou n d ation o f  knowledge. 

The many sweep i n g  chan ges i ntroduced last yea r  h ave 
been fo r the m ost part ve ry successfu l .  M ost rewa rd i n g  
was the l a rge percentage i ncrease i n  the n u m ber of p u p i l s  
i n  Yea r 1 1  atta i n i n g  A - C g rades a t  G C S E .  I n deed th is  
success hera lded the a rrival of A'  level Maths at S i bfo rd 
with a n u m be r  of the students from the top set stay ing on 
to u ndertake the two year cou rse. N ew teac h i n g  resou rces 
were needed a n d  the department was ha p py to see the 
ret u rn of M a rk Con nor to help u n d e rtake th is  new ve nture.  
I a m  confident that he wi l l  p rove to be a rea l  asset to the 
departm ent. 

John Howard 

M USIC 

The yea r beg a n  with a ro using start - " Ca pta in  Noah a n d  
h is  F l oati ng Zoo" - pe rfo rmed b y  t h e  p u p i l s  o f  O rc h a rd 
C l ose, Yea r 7 and Year 8. This energ etic and h u m o rous 
cantata writte n by M ichael  F l a nde rs a n d  J oseph H o rovitz 
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opened o u r  Aut u m n  Concert.  Some e l a bo rate percussion 
parts were perfo rmed by pupi ls who have percussion 
lessons u nder  the d i rection of M r  C l iff P ick .  M r  David Ba l l  
p layed the chal lenging p iano part i n  h i s  own i n i m itable 
style.  The pupi ls of Orchard C lose had created a back d ro p  
fo r the choir, explor ing t h e  theme o f  N o a h  and h i s  a n imal s. 
T h ro ug h o u t  re hearsa l s  a n d  in perfo rm a n ce everyone 
partici pated with wo nderfu l enthusiasm. 

There were i nstrumental  solos from J a m es Chen,  J a m es 
B rash and J u l i a n· L i ,  a n d  it was a real treat to hear  the 
bea utifu l treble voice of Matthew Stafford as he sung " He 
S h a l l  Feed H i s  Flock" from Mess iah ,  fol l owed by "The 
S l ow Tra i n "  by M ichael  F la nders and Donald Swa n n .  

T h e  School Choral  Society presented a most effective 
co l lecti o n  of fo u r  part songs a n d  the concert conclu ded 
with five Barbershop songs - g reat fun to sing and by the 
a u die nce react ion,  g reat to l isten to as we l l !  

Banbury Rota ry C l u b  held its You ng M u sician Com petit ion 
at S i bford again th is year. There were m o re entrants than 
ever and S i bford added to the record with ten part ic ipants. 
In the J u n i o r  Secti o n :  Caro l i n e  Chou (p iano) ,  J o n athon 
Titcombe (cl a ri net),  H a rriet Cooper (cla rinet),  and N a o m i  
Chant  (fl ute and viol i n ) . I n  t h e  I ntermed iate Sect ion :  P h i l i p  
Tew (saxo phone) ,  J a mes B rash ( vi o l i n ) , S i m o n  R a by 
(vi o l i n )  and J a m es Ch en (vio l i n  and p iano) .  I n  the Senior  
Sect ion:  J u l i a n  Li ( 'cel lo )  and Rosie H i lfe rty ( recorder) .  

The F ina l  Round of this com petit ion  took p lace before an 
aud ience of a ro u n d  th ree h u n d red su pporters. Present 
a l so was the Town M a y o r  a n d  a g o o d  n u m be r  of 
Counci l lo rs and Rota r ians.  N a o m i  Chant (on fl ute and 
vio l i n ) , J a m es Chen (p iano)  and J u l i a n  Li ( 'ce l l o )  were 
se l ected to com pete i n  the F i n a l s .  A l l  p l ayed ve ry 
commendably a n d  both J a mes and J u l i a n  went on to win 
the i r  sect ion of  the fi na l  round.  A fi rst fo r S i bford came 
when it  was a n n o u nced that J a m es had won the e nt i re 
com petiti o n  - being Yo u n g  M u sic ian of the Yea r for 1 996. 
Many congratulati o n s !  

S i bford partici pated i n  t h i s  yea rs Ch ipp ing N o rton M usic 
Festiva l .  Fr iday 8th M a rch was a d reary day and the ra i n  
tu rned t o  snow as t h e  C h o ra l  S oc iety headed o u t  to 
Ch ipp ing N o rton.  Access to the Parish C h u rch by coach is 
n ot easy, havi n g  a wa l k  from a ny d i rectio n .  The route we 
chose was potenti a l ly d isastrou s  for an i m maculately 
d ressed c h o i r  - wet tarmac path,  s l ushy g rass verges, 
heel-deep puddles dotted a bo ut the semi-sol id track, a 
style, o r  was it a gate, a n d  a l l  without the a i d  of street 
l i g hts. 

As we knocked the snow off c lothes and h a i r, members of 
the N o rth Cotswo ld C h a m be r  Choir  were warm i n g  u p  
with exce rpts from B ritten's Choral  Da nces from 'Gloriana' .  

James Chen, Adam Towers, David McMahon and Stefan 
Alescic making music for Gillett House Meeting. 

20 

Some of S i bford Choral  Society m ight easi ly have retu rned 
home at this point !  

There was anticipation and excitement as the Senior  Choirs 
Com petiti o n  g ot u nderway i n  the C h u rch .  To o u r  re l ief the 
N o rth Cotswo ld C h a m be r  Choir  were n ot s inging i n  o u r  
c lass. T h e i r  perfo rma nce o f  t h e  Choral  Da nces was m ost 
enjoyable - and g a i ned them fi rst positi o n .  

S i bford's prog ra mme fo r the O p e n  C h o i rs C l ass com p rised 
t h ree fo u r-part songs: F u l l  Fatho m  Five by Charl es Wood, 
Br idge Over Tro u bled Waters by Pau l  S i m o n ,  E ric Canal  
a r r .  M a rs h a l l  B a rth o l o m ew and c o n c l u d e d  with a n  
evocative arrangem ent for u n-broken voices of the Water 
of Tyne by M ichael  N ea u m .  

The C h o i r  s a n g  j o l l y  wel l ,  a n d  w o n  t h e  class - a g reat 
enco u ragement to us a l l .  

T h e  even i n g  c o n c l u ded with B a r b e r s h o p .  T h i s  was 
S i bfo rd's fi rst proper appearance o utside the school and 
we had a progra m m e  that wo rked we l l  - 'Geo rge J o nes', 
' H u m ble' ,  ' U ptown G i r l ' ,  and 'De Animals  'A-Co m i n ' .  N ot 
wel l  enough to win though,  a n d  we were fa i rly beaten by 
'Pole Posit ion'  Ba rbershop Quartet. 

The Ba rbershop Class was a g reat way to end the eve n i n g ,  
and o u r  fi rst fl ight  fo r some years i nto the rea l m  of 
com petit ion s i n g i n g  had been successfu l and enjoya ble .  

J a mes Ch en added to h i s  success i n  the Young M usic ian 
Com petiti o n  by w i n n i n g  the Adva nced Class of the Senior  
P iano com petit ion with  his performa nce of  R u m a n ia n  
Fo lk  Da nces b y  Bartok. 

The fo l lowi ng p u p i l s  achieved passes i n  i nstrumental  
m usic exams with the Associated Board of the Royal 
Schools of M usic and Tri n ity Col lege: 

J o n athon Titcom be 
M atthew Stafford 
Ha rriet Cooper 
M atthew Stafford 
Matthew Stafford 
Laura San ders 
J e n n y  P reston 
Benja m i n  Ca rty 
Victo ria Legg 

C l a ri net G rade 1 
S i n g i n g  G rade 5* 
C l a ri n et G rade 1 
Percussion G rade 2* 
Horn G rade 1 
Viol i n  G rade 2 
Viol i n  G rade 2 
Piano I n it i a l  G rade 
Piano G rade 2 

,. denotes a pass with Merit 

Programme 

Sibford School 
Autumn Concert 

Friday 1 3th October 1 995 

Mark Paine 

CAPTA I N  N OAH A N D  H I S  FLOATI N G  ZOO M ichael F landers 
and Joseph Horovitz 

S u n g  by the p u p i l s  of Orchard Close. Year 7 and Year 8. 

Solo g ro u p :  N icola Sale,  Cristina Fantechi ,  J o h a n n a  
R ussel l ,  Michael  G ree n h i l l ,  P h i l i p  
Tsatsas, Matthew Stafford (Year 9)  

Percussion players: Clara O ' N e i l l ,  Alex Levy, Tamsin Young 
Pat rick Jessel ,  Tom Keel ing 

Accompan ist: 
Conductor: 

F I R ST ARABESQUE 
J a mes Chen - Piano 

t ra i ned by M r  C l i ff Pick 

M r  David B a l l  
M r  Ma rk Paine 

Claude Debussy 



LOU R E  J .  S .  Bach 
M E DITATION Charles G o u nod 

J ames Brash - V i o l i n  
M r  George Sidebottom - P i a n o  

T H E  B I G  ROCK CANDY MOU NTAIN Catheri ne Bennett 

L I ' L  DAVID PLAY ON YO' HARP 

BEYO N D  THE S PA N I S H  MAI N 

R HYTHM OF LIFE 

S p i ritual  Arr. S . H .  Brown 

Armstrong G ibbs 

Cy Coleman a rr. R .  Ba rnes 

THE WATER O F  TYN E  
S i bford Choral Society 
Accompan ist: Mr David B a l l  
Percussion M r  Cl iff Pick 

Folk Song arr. Michael Neaum 

CAKEWALK 
R U M BA 

J a mes B rash - V i o l i n  
J u l i a n  Li  - 'Cel lo 
Tom Kee l i ng - Percussion 
Mark Paine - Piano 

ARIA FROM MESSIAH 
" H e  S h a l l  Feed His  F l ock" 

THE SLOW TRAI N 

Matthew Stafford - Voice 
S h a u n i  McGregor- Piano 

ELEGIE Op.  24 
J u l i a n  Li  - Cel l o  

G E O R G E J O N E S  

Peter M a rt in  

G .  F .  Handel  

M ichael Flanders a n d  
D o n a l d  Swan n  

Gabriel  Faure 

tradit ional  
a rr. Marshal l  Bartholomew 

H U M BLE N eg ro S pi ritual  
a rr. Marsh a l l  B a rtholomew 

SWI N G  LOW, SWEET CHARIOT American S p i ritual 
a rr. N icholas Hare 

YESTER DAY Lennon and McCartney 
a rr. N icholas Hare 

DE A N I MALS A-COM I N '  N eg ro S p i ritual  
arr.  M a rsh a l l  Bartho l o m ew 

S i bford Ba rber S h o p  Group 
Matthew Stafford, S imon Ra by, S i mon Robi nson 
Mr R ichard H utch i nson, Ja mes Brash, Mr Mark Paine 
J u l ia n  Li ,  M r  Cameron B i l l i ngsley, M r  J o h n  Du nston 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

RUGBY 
The 1 995 season proved to be the most successfu l  for 
many years with the success rate bei ng 56 %. This is a 
testi m o ny to the h a rd work that the boys and staff have 
put i n  t h roug hout the school ,  n ot just th is  yea r but over 
the last few years. A tota l of 49 matches were pl ayed by 
the fou r  m a i n  teams, with a sma l l  n u m ber of U 1 2  a n d  
Orch a rd Close m atches and the fi rst ever U 1 0  Rugby 
match .  

Played Won Drawn Lost 

J u n i o rs 1 3  3 9 

Year l i ngs 1 3  8 4 

J u n i o r  Colts 1 2  7 o 5 

1 st XV 1 1  8 2 

The F i rst XV had a n  outsta n d i n g  season after a couple  of 
early l osses. The stre ngth a n d  a g i l ity of M itche l l  Henson 
was the m a i nstay of the attack i n  the fi rst ha lf  of the 
season with h i s  penetrat ing  runs fro m fly ha lf. M itch e l l  
moved to sc rum ha lf  f o r  the second h a lf o f  t h e  season to 
take on the ro le of p rovider to a set of very fast backs. This 
a l lowed Leo Maggi  and Tristan Haffenden to act as a two 
pronged attack which  they d i d  very effective ly .  The 
h i g h l ig ht of the season was a 10 - 5 victory at Chelten ham 
Col lege a g a i n st t h e i r  S ixth form 5th  tea m .  Qu ite a n  
ach ievement as on ly  4 o f  S i bford's tea m we re s ixth 
fo rmers. 

The Yea rl i ngs and J u n ior  Colts also had very good seaso ns 
with a n  i nfl ux of boys who, though never havi ng pl ayed 
the game before, worked h a rd to learn the game with the 
su pport of m o re esta b l ished mem bers of the tea m and 
the i r  coaches Trevor Wa ite rs and J o h n  Howa rd .  

And rew Wa l ke r  for t h e  t h i rd yea r ru n n i ng represented the 
cou nty. 

There is such an i nterest a n d  enthusiasm for the g a m e  at 
present that in the 1 996 season th ere wi l l  be a Seco nd XV 
a n d  a fu l l  p rogramme of fixtu res fo r Orchard Close.  

GIRLS RUGBY 
O nce a g a i n  S i bfo rd a re Oxfo rdsh i re New Image R u g by 
Cha mpions.  The tea m made a clean sweep at the q u a l ifying 
com petit ion,  wi n n i ng a l l  the ir  ga m es before go ing to  Iffley 
Road to p lay the fi n a l  agai nst M i l ha m  Ford. The fi na l  was 
pl ayed as a c u rta i n  raiser before the Oxford U n iversity 
versus Major Sta n l ey XV game.  In front of a crowd of 5000 
S i bfo rd were co mfo rtably the w i n n e rs 1 0  - 0 aga i nst 
enthusiastic a n d  determi ned opponents. 

BASKETBALL 
Th rough popu l a r  demand Basketba l l  is  back on the fixtu re 
card after an a bsence of some five years. Both j u n i o r  and 
se n i o r  boys' teams pl ayed a couple  of  fixtu res aga i nst a 
ne ighbouring school .  Al l  fou r  m atches were very cl osely 
co ntested with S i bfo rd be i n g  the victor in one. The 
enthusiasm for the game i n  the school is  i m mense, and 
hopefu l ly  we wi l l  see the sport deve lop i nto yet a nother 
m ass participation activity at both h o use and school team 
level for both g i rl s  and boys. 

SOCCER 
After the s uccess of the 1 995 S occer season there was a 
t ime early on i n  the 1 996 season when we were beg i n n i n g  
t o  wonder where t h e  w i n s  were g o i n g  t o  come fro m .  The 
problems seemed to stem fro m very leaky defences. But 
s lowly, with a lot of t ime spent in the sports h a l l  by al l  the 
teams, they a l l  seemed to step u p  a gear both i n  ski l l  and 
determinatio n .  The season ended with a 37% success 
rate, some 1 5% down o n  the p revious yea r, but we d i d  
take o n  m o re c h a l l e n g i n g  tea ms w h i c h  hopefu l ly  wi l l  
benefit Soccer at S i bfo rd i n  the long te rm. 

Pl ayed 

Orchard C lose 5 

U 1 2  2 

U 1 3  7 

Yea r l i ngs 8 

J u n i o r  Colts 8 

1 st XI  8 

Overa l l  38 

Won Drawn Lost 

2 2 

o 

2 o 

4 o 

o 

3 

1 2  4 

5 

4 

7 

4 
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Pam Conroy takes hockey practice. 

HOCKEY 
The g i r ls had few m atches this year, spe n d i n g  a lot of t ime 
and energy develop ing thei r ski l l s  ready for  the 96/97 
season, which at the t ime of writ ing,  with a fu l l  fixtu re l ist 
in front of them, is go ing very we l l .  

T h e  games p layed i n  t h e  autumn o f  9 5  p roduced 3 d raws 
and one wi n with no l osses, which suggests that the new 
approach to deve lop ing the game at S i bford is paying 
dividends.  The i ncreased staying o n  rate i nto the sixth 
form with very able p layers such as Kate Deaco n, Cathy 
G o r n a l l ,  Sarah Cai nes, Rachel  Dales and Helen Shephard 
i n  the Lower Sixth means that the F i rst XI shou ld  deve lop 
i nto a formidable u n it. 

ATHLETICS 
The season started early with the Southern Quaker  Sports 
he ld in the fi rst week of May. The overa l l  resu lt was a l ittl e  
d isappoint ing with S idcot taking the honours b y  20 poi nts, 
this be ing the fi rst t ime in five years that S i bford have n ot 
co me o ut on top. H owever, there were good resu lts for 
the I nter G i rls, I nter Boys and Sen ior  Boys, a l l  wi n n i ng 
the ir  age g ro u ps. 

Sports Day 7996. 

Twenty-two athletes went to the Area Tr ia ls  at the end of 
May, a l l  putti ng i n  cred ita ble  perfo rma nces with e ight 
b e i n g  sel ected to rep rese nt the  Area at the  Cou nty 
Cham pionships: 

Caro l i n e  C le land 
Artur  G lover 
Ro bert G i ssop 
J o n  Wayburne 
Duncan Fo rester 
David Whetsto ne 
Alex Li 
Leo Maggi  

I nter G i rls  300m 08nd shot 
I nter Boys 400m 
I nter Boys 400m 
I nter Boys H i g h  J u m p  a n d  Long J u m p  
J u n i o r  Boys 400m a n d  Long J u m p  
J u n i o r  Boys Jave l i n  
Senior  Boys 400m 
Sen ior  Boys Long J u m p  and Relay. 

Jon Waybu rnes beca m e  Area Cham pion for the H i g h  
J u m p  with a he ight o f  1 7 0  cm,  a l l  the m o re re ma rka b le  
when you hear that he attempted the Fosbury fl op for the  
fi rst t ime o n l y  seve n d ays ear l ier !  
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John Dunston presents prizes to Simon Raby and 
Stacey Walsham. 

The school Ath l etics fixtu res aga i nst K ingham H i l l  a n d  
Beechborough proved t o  b e  very worthwh i le, with the 
boys w i n n i n g al l  their m atches and the g i rls wi n n i ng two 
out of three.  

School Records Broken in 1 996 

Yea r 8 - 300m for G i rls - Adele Molson in a t ime of 5 1 .96 
secs, previously held by Helen Shephard .  

Yea r 1 0  - 300m f o r  G i r ls - Carol i n e  C le land i n  a t ime of 
49. 1 secs beat ing the previous record of 50.77secs set by 
J e n ny Taylor  in 1 993. 

Yea r 10 - Shot Putt for G i r ls - Caro l i n e  C le land with a 
d ista nce of 9.80 metres beat ing the previous reco rd by 
over 2 metres. 

Year 1 1  - 1 500m for G i rls  - Kate Deacon in a time of 6mins  
42seconds.  

Year 1 2/1 3 - Tri p le  J u m p  for Boys - Leo Maggi  with a 
d i stance of 1 2 .57m beat i n g  the prev ious best by 1 4  
centi m etres set by Maano Obeyesekere i n  1 993. 

Year 1 2/1 3 - Long J u m p  for Boys - Leo Maggi  with a 
d istance of 6.49m, th is  beat ing  a record that had stood for 
over 1 5  yea rs. 

Miss Knowles and Mrs Guy consult, while John 
MacDonald looks on! 

CRICKET 
Thirteen Cr icket m atches were pl ayed with the statistics 
showi n g :  

W o n  4 Drawn 1 Lost 8 

The most successfu l  tea ms came from yea r 9 and Orchard 
C lose, both wi n n i ng two of the ir  fou r  m atches. 

H o use m atches are p l ayed in a variety of sports but it 
seems that at present the overa l l  ho use c h a m pions seem 
to be Pe n n ,  with the i r  victories at Sports Day, the Rugby, 
C ross Cou ntry, jo int winners of the Soccer a n d  J u n i o r  



Basketba l l  C h a m pions.  It doesn't seem very long ago that 
Lister were d o m i n at ing the boys' h o use matches, but 
there are signs that G i l lett are going to m a ke a b id  for the 
tit le in the near futu re after their win in the I nterm ediate 
Basketba l l  Com petit ion which was efficiently o rg a n i sed 
by Lou ise Hodda,  our resident Austra l i a n  PE student. 

What about the future? 
Arriving in October 1 996 is  a M u lti Gym to form the centre 
of a fitness su ite u psta i rs i n  the Sports H a l l .  With m o re 
students staying on i n  the sixth fo rm wi l l  it be poss ib le  
that S i bford wi l l  be ab le  to  take o n  the m ig ht of  B loxham 
at  F i rst XV R u g by a n d  the G i rls  at  F i rst XI  H ockey i n  the n ot 
so d istant futu re? ! 

Graham Thomas 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 1 996 

Rel ig ious E d ucat ion is a l l  about being i nterested i n  other 
peo ple :  h ow they l ive, what they th i n k, what they eat a n d  
what they d o ,  as we l l  as  h ow they worship .  So t h e  yea r 
prog ressed with lots of ta lk  and a spri n k l i n g  of s i lence to 
a l l ow o u rse lves to reflect. Those coming i n  b riefly to 
lessons m i g ht have thought how n osey we a l l  were but 
those who stayed, we ho pe, rea l ised that the l essons 
were based on cur iosity and open ness to new ideas. 
Some may have preferred brief exercises based o n  ideas 
fro m Yoga, o r  learn ing the M u s l i m  positions fo r prayer 
and we hope we did n ot a n noy ne ighbours too much 
when pract is ing the H i n d u  Aum sound,  used by m i l l ions  
as a precursor to meditat ion.  

The theme of the department is that  we a re much m o re 
a l i ke than we are u n a l i ke,  b ut nevertheless it can be the 
d ifferences which offer the m ost i ntri g u i n g  i nsig hts i nto 
h u m a n  behavi o u r. As a su bject which is  more i m p o rtant 
fo r a l lowi ng the spi ritu a l  d o m a i n  to be explored, than fo r 
offe ring fo rmal  exa mi nations, it is possi b le  to get d rawn 
i nto many red herr ings with g u sto and the a pprova l of the 
teacher. Yet we hope too,  that pupi ls  have become more 
aware of some of the fu nda mentals of Is lam and H i n d uism, 
of J u daism, Ch rist ian ity and Quakerism and have beco me 
m o re able to sta nd a l ongside those who have a re l ig ious  
faith whether o r  n ot they wou l d  wish  to  bel ieve i n  a God 
for themse lf. 

Caroline Homan 

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

Exa m i n at ion results were fa i r ly satisfying i n  the majo rity 
of cases and very pleasing in the case of ind ivid ua l  students 
who had put in a rea l and consistent effort in order to g a i n  
what may a ppea r t o  be a less than b r i l l ia nt g rade. An A,B 
or C does n ot a lways tel l  the fu l l  o r  real story of someone's 
struggle  to g a i n  a science g rade. We do n ot l ive in a world 
where A, B o r  C are the only m a rks of success. 

For some weeks we had the enthusiastic teac h i n g  of 
Stefa n Aleksic, a PGCE student in the department a n d  it 
was g o o d  to s e e  h o w  
q u i c k l y  h e  m a d e  h i s  
i m p ression o n  the classes 
he ta u g ht.  Dur ing h i s  stay, 
a n d  two days after t h e  
Ariane 5 spacecraft b lew 
u p ,  s o m e  o f  Y e a r  7 
ma naged to launch several 
rockets from the m iddle  of 
the playing fie l d  with the 
he lp of Dr. N ewbol d  and a Stefan Aleksic with year 7 
bicyc le  p u m p !  and Dr. Newbold. 

Later i n  the s u m m e r  
term s o m e  o f  Yea r 8 
o rg a n i s e d  o r  
appeared i n  a fash ion 
parade which was a n  
i m p o rt a n t a n d  
i nteg ra l part of the ir  
sc i e n c e c o u r s e .  
C h r i st i n a  F a n t ec h i  
proved herself to be 
a wizard o rg a n iser of 
other people and had 
h e r  c l a s s m a t e s  
toei ng the l i n e  i n  n o  
t i m e  at a l l .  R o b e rt 

G a r n e  a n d  R y a n  B a i l e y  w e re i m p ressive a s  v i d e o  
camera man a n d  sound comme ntato r  respectively a n d  
others n ot desti ned t o  parade down the catwa l k  w i l l i ng ly  
hel ped t u rn S6 i nto a fas h i o n  venue.  It takes courage to 
face t h e  l i g h ts a n d  
m u s i c,  a n d  show off 
your fashion sense even 
to a g r o u p  of y o u r  
m ates but Anya I n nes, 
M ic h e l l e  Payne,  Al ice 
G u m m e r , D a v i d  
W h etsto n e ,  D u n c a n  
F o r r i st e r  a n d  J a m e s  
H a rtley a l l  proved t o  be 
excel lent models.  Who 
said science l essons a re 
never fu n? 

Chris Cox 

SWIMMING POOL 

The Swi m m i ng pool, which, i n  its day, was a rem a rka ble 
faci l ity fo r Si bfo rd, deserving i ts  very own postcard to be 
made, had its fa bric extensively refu rbished d u r i n g  the 
yea r  and conti n ues to provide h o u rs of fu n and va l u a b l e  
lessons t o  t h e  sch o l a rs o f  today. 

TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT 

This yea r has seen p u p i l s  ach ieve a ra nge of excel lent 
resu lts and the p ractical  cou rsework which has been 
p rod uced conti n ues to i m p rove year by yea r, and has 
i m p ressed teachers, pa rents and moderators, j u d g i n g  by 
com ments I have received. On behalf  of the d epartment I 
would l i ke to wish a l l  o u r  Year 1 1 , 1 2  a n d  1 3  p u p i l s  the 
best of l uck i n  the ir  future endeavo u rs. 

The department conti n ues to develop and support p u p i l s  
o f  a l l  a b i l it ies. B e l o w  is  a b rief o u t l i n e  from i n divi d u a l  a rea 
teachers concerned with teac h i n g  practical  tec h n ology 
su bjects. 

J. Bond 
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Julian Frazer's flip-top table in ash, James Edwards ' 
music stand in laminated ash and Elliot Thompson's 
walnut and steel jewellery chest. 

Information Technology Department 
The department has had a busy yea r, with m o re p u p i l s  
h a v i n g  access t o  com puters than ever befo re . T h i s  yea r's 
exa m stude nts, with com p uter concessions,  used the 
network to word process the i r  work a n d  o n  occasi ons 
nearly every ava i l a b l e  computer was i n  u se .  Whi lst Years 
7, 8 and 9 conti n u ed to receive LT. lessons, Yea rs 1 0  and 
1 1  received more discrete tu i t ion  with i n  their  PSE lessons, 
and it was good to see so many of our seniors us ing the 
network d u ri n g  prep. 

O rchard C l ose p u p i l s  h ave aga in  benefited from sepa rate 
LT. lessons in the m a i n  school  as part of the i r  transitio n  
p rogra m m e  a n d  a re s h a dowi ng N ati o n a l  Cu rr icu l u m  
prog ra m m es o f  study. A new hard d rive was added t o  a n  
A3020, which a l l ows sto rage o f  data i n  M rs Yo u ng's Year 
5 cl ass, and together with plans fo r two new com puters 
wi l l  enable more pupi ls  to benefit from the LT. reso u rces. 

Design and Technol ogy took del ivery of a new Acorn R ISC 
PC c o m p uter w h i c h  d e l i ve rs 16 m i l l i o n  c o l o u r  h i g h  
reso l ut ion g raph ics for p rofessiona l  CAD wo rk, a n d  has 
a l ready been used by al l  ages of p u p i l s  to he lp u n dersta nd 
conceptual  design work.  I would l i ke to thank the Tuck 
Shop and PSFA fo r al l  the i r  support i n  e n a b l i n g  Design 
a n d  Tech nol ogy to get th is  exce l l ent addit ion to the LT. 
resou rces with i n  Techno l ogy. Art pup i ls  wi l l  benefit from 
CD Rom tech n o logy th is  yea r, as Yea r 7 p u p i l s  wi l l  h ave 
the opport u n ity to explore fa mous a rtists without even 
leaving the roo m .  

Tech nol ogy is  moving forward a t  a terrific rate a n d  w h o  
knows how l o n g  i t  wi l l  be before video conferenci ng wi l l  
enab le  lessons i n  the home with the teacher r ight there to 
a nswer questions about yo u r  prep.  - what a frighte n i n g  
thought. 

STO P PRESS:  - By Roya l Appointment!  
S i bfo rd School was one of j u st 30 charities nationwide 
t h at has been the benefi c i a ry of s u rp l u s  com p uter  
eq u i pment as H .M.  Cu sto ms a n d  Excise i n  Is l i ngton, 
London u pdate thei r systems.  We h ave just taken del ivery 
of th ree PC laptops with 3 exte rnal  co lour  mon itors, and 
these w i l l  be of  ben efit to  o u r  senior  students for word 
p rocessi ng a n d  oth e r  ass ign m ents. We are most g ratefu l 
for their  k ind gift, which wi l l  enab le  more students to 
access LT. equ i pment.  

James Bond 

C.D.T. Department 
We were very p leased indeed with the pu rposeful  m a n n e r  
i n  w h i c h  o u r  Y e a r  1 0  and 1 1  g ro u ps wo rked o n  the i r  

24 

Calvin Li's card model passenger train. 

p rojects d u r i n g  the yea r. Yea r 1 0  p u pi l s  p rod uced some 
ve ry high q u a l ity jewe l l e ry and veneered conta iners and 
a re we l l  o n  the way to exce l l ent g rades with their  f ina l  
p rojects. Yea r 1 1  p u p i l s  were we l l  rewa rded with  good 
g ra d es, A* a n d  A g rades be ing ach ieved by J a m e s  
E d w a r d s ,  E l l i ott T h o m p s o n  a n d  J u l i a n  F ra z e r  fo r 
Real isati o n  i n  h a rd mater ia ls  and by Bart Kerswel l  and 
Calv in  Li i n  Design Mat u re.  

Bart Kerswell testing his kite buggy. 

M o st of t h e se p roj ects h a ve b e e n  e n t e re d  i nto a 
com petitio n  o rg a n i sed by the Oxfo rdsh i re C raft G u i l d  to 
be he ld i n  C h i pp ing  N orton on October 1 2th and we look 
forwa rd to taking part o n  that day. 

I n  Des ign and Com m u n icat ion J onathan Eva ns and Kyl i e  
Cobb achieved A g rades. 

Without the help of J o h n  Vi ggers prepar ing mater ia ls  a n d  
h e l p i n g  with senior  projects as wel l  as  m a i nta in ing a l l  o u r  
eq u i p ment t o  a h i g h  sta ndard i t  wo uld  b e  m uch more 
difficu lt fo r us to achieve these h i g h  practical sta n d a rds. 

During the s u m m e r  term Year 10 p u p i l s  enjoyed payi ng a 
v i sit to the  Rycotewood s u m m e r  e x h i b it ion of work 

Year 10  Design and Technology students visiting Robert 
Welch in his Studio Shop. 



produced on the i r furn itu re courses which a lways i nsp i res 
and hopefu l ly  spa rks off a determinat ion to be creative 
and i m a g i native. This was fol l owed by a visit to the Stud io  
Shop of  Robert Welch i n  C h i p p i n g  Campden.  We had the 
pleasure of having this emi nent s i lversm ith and desig ner  
describe and expla in  some of h i s  work and we were then 
a ble to visit the new Craft G u i l d  exhi bit ion i n  the Old M i l l .  

Stuart Hedley 

Food Tech nology 
The Food Tech n o logy Depa rtment has conti n ued to th rive 
d u ri n g  the last academic yea r. 

The essence of good cooking a n d  ba la nced eati ng l ies i n  
t h e  a ppreciation o f  facts a bout foods and an u nderstanding 
of  basic cookery techn iq ues. With this i n  m i nd,  p u pi ls  in  
the l ower school  (Yea rs 7-9) have been shadowing the 
Nati o n a l  Cu rr icu l u m  i n  Tec h n o l ogy, i nvestigati ng the 
relati onsh ip  between healthy eati ng and the chang ing 
ro le  of techno logy with in  the food i n d ustry. P ractical  work 
has i nvolved des ign ing  and making healthy a lternatives 
to traditi o n a l  d ishes.  

Year  9 pupi ls  have broadened their  knowledge to the 
wider world i ncorporat ing  dishes from othe r cou ntri es, 
g i.v ing the i r  p ractical  lessons a fo re ign  flavo u r. 

As part of the ir  GCSE cou rse, Year 1 0  a n d  1 1  p u p i l s  
e njoyed the i r  tr ip  to T h e  G o o d  F o o d  Show a t  t h e  N E C  
where they were ab le  to sample  m a ny different a n d  
exciti ng foods, chat t o  t h e  exhi bitors and watch t o p  chef 
a n d  T.V. personal ity, G a ry R h odes i n  act ion .  

Child Development 
J ud g i n g  by the sounds of young bab ies a n d  c h i l d re n  
which c o u l d  b e  heard o n  several occasi ons t h i s  yea r, c h i l d  
deve lopment students have a lways h a d  t h e i r  h a n ds fu l l  
(excuse t h e  p u n ) ,  as  they conti n u ed their  stu d ies. 

Alison And rews took over teac h i n g  C h i l d  Devel opment 
fo r two terms, fo l l owing the i l l ness of J udy Davi es, and on 
be ha lf of the department and students I would l i ke to wish 
her  " a l l  the best " .  She bro u g ht a breath of fresh air to the 
departme nt, and was a lways w i l l i ng to help our students ­
even b r i n g i n g  i n  h e r  d a u g hter, H o l ly,  fo r 'st u dy i n g  
develo pme nta l g rowth' .  

Sarah Sp ittle takes over  th is  term,  a n d  wi l l  take our  Year  
1 1 s i nto the fi na l  exams of this su bject at S i bford, i n  J u ne 
1 997. 

James Bond 

TEXTILES DEPARTMENT - 1 996 
My thanks a n d  congratu l at ions go to a l l  Year 1 1  students 
fo r the ir  o utsta n d i n g  efforts in the GCSE exami nations. 

Between them they obta i ned the best ever results fo r the 
department. The work of these students was exce l l e nt n ot 
o n l y  i n  design,  ski l l  and execution but i n  the presentation 
of the i r  work fo r moderatio n .  Particu lar  mention m ust be 
g iven to Sarah Cai nes who presented 3 very varied pieces 

Sarah Caines, year 1 1  GCSE A * 

Amelia Salter, year 10  
GCSE B. 

of work for moderation - S i l k  
Pa int ing worked with Ita l ia n  
Q u i l t i n g ,  F r e e  M a c h i n e 
E m bro idery a n d  a s u perb 
spec ia l ist study o n  M i d d l e  
Eastern Ca rpet Design.  The 
s e c o n d  st u d e n t w h o  
d e s e rv e s  s p e c i a l  
c o m m e n d a t i o n  i s  K a t e  
Deacon who presented work 
on I r ish Lace, H a n d  Pai nted 
C h i nese S i l k  Fans a n d  her  
spec ia l ist study o n  the work 
of W i l l i a m  Leech for which 
she p rod uced a bea utifu l 
p ictu re h a n d  pa inted o nto 
cal ico with both h a n d  and 

machine embro idery to  h i g h l ig ht deta i l .  Both g i rls  were 
awa rded A* g rades which headed a l ist of i m p ressive 
r e s u l t s ,  p a rt i c u l a r l y  
Cather ine Gorna l l ,  Rachel  
Dales,  Georg i n a  Farmar, 
H a n n a h  Leavett a n d  Helen 
S h e p h a rd w h o  a l l  
ach ieved A g rades. 

I am pleased to say that 
t h e  A'  L e v e l  Text i l e s 
n u m b e r s  h a ve r i s e n  
d r a m a t i c a l l y  o n  t h e  
s u ccess o f  t h e i r  G C S E  
resu lts. The fi rst yea r A' 
Leve l g ro u p  is n ow 1 2  - Helen Shephard, year 1 1  
which somewhat dwa rfs GCSE A. 
the second yea r A' Level 
students who a re 3.  But we wish them we l l  in their  exa m 
i n  J u n e  1 997 when we wi l l  experience the works of Ann 
Macbeth a n d  Wi l l i a m  M o rr is  a l o ngside a col lectio n  of 
clothes desig n ed a n d  hand pai nted by Hazel  Be l l .  

N ews of  O ld  Scholars is a lways particu l ar ly p leasing,  so it 
was with g reat p leasure that Lara French ( left S i bfo rd 
1 994) ca l led in to see me last week. La ra has just graduated 
with d isti nctio n  from the London School of Fas h i o n  where 
she has been studying fo r the l ast two yea rs. S h e  came to 
say goodbye as she heads out to J a p u r  i n  I n d i a  to work 
c losely with the tech n i q u e  of weavi ng and dying of I n d i a n  
Fab rics - with a view to sett ing u p  her  o w n  business. Wel l  
done Lara,  we wish you we l l  - keep i n  touch.  

Lesley Norton 

TOP 86 - TEN YEARS OLD 

As it was opposite the Tuck S h op, The Oth er  P lace was 
the n a m e  dec ided by the st u d e nts who wo rked o n  
prepa ring t h e  room a n d  mak ing it i nto a shop. I t  was 
opened o n  Saturday 1 3th Dece m be r  1 986 by Geoff Cox, 
the manager  of Barclays Bank  in B a n b u ry. 

T h e  s h o p  w a s  t o  
a c c o m m o d a te t h e  fi rst 
vocat iona l  C.P.V.E.  course 
at S i bfo r d .  Aft e r  t h e  
o pe n i ng o n  the 1 3th, the 1 3  
st u d e n ts o n  t h e  c o u rse 
were a l located room 13 as 
the i r  base. 

From the sta rt the stude nts 
pl ayed a l a rge part in the 
sett i n g  up of  the s h o p .  
There were gasps o f  horro r 
when they saw the very 
d i rty, cobwebbed store that Preparation of the shop. 
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Opening Day. 

we were to use. It took most of the fi rst ha lf of the term to 
clean and decide the co lours to be used. The shelvi ng was 
new, but the cou nter, cash reg ister and free stand ing 
fitt ings were bought second hand or given to the shop.  To 
set up the shop and buy the stock to beg i n  trad ing  we 
borrowed £2000 from the school .  John  M i l ler, the bursar 
at the t ime later adm itted that he d id  not expect to see the 
m o ney retu rned ! Our fi rst who lesa le r  was Jones of 
N o rt h a m pton,  which i s  a cash and car ry, idea l  fo r 
purchasing sma l l  amounts of stat ionery, to i letr ies, g ifts, 
etc. We sti l l  make reg u l a r  visits to Northa mpto n .  

After s i x  months trad ing w e  began t o  repay t h e  l o a n  a t  a 
rate of £50 per month.  The fin a l  payment was made on 24 
September 1 990. 

Dur ing the ten years 
the shop has been 
o p e n ,  e a c h  
s u c c e s s i v e  g ro u p  
h a s  wo r k e d  o n  a 
market ing project to 
i nt r o d u c e  a m a j o r  
n ew l i n e i nto t h e  
shop.  The fi rst was a 
schoo l  sweat s h i rt 

Stock control. that deve loped i nto 
t h e  s c h o o l  g a mes  

track su it .  Th is  was fo l lowed by  the school post card ,  T­
sh i rts, school m ugs and Ch ristmas cards. Top 86 undertook 
the product ion of memorab i l i a  for the school's 1 50th 
Ann iversa ry in 1 992 with key fobs, mugs, book ma rks, 
pens, c rystal paper weig hts and  u m brel las .  

M uch of the credit for the success of the shop m ust g o  to 
the very fi rst g roup of students. Their,determi nation, ha rd 
work and enthusiasm, us ing hours of the i r  free t ime 
pa int ing and  prepari ng,  ensured the shop had a rea l ly 
good start. 

The students have a l l  travel led to Northampton to buy 
stock. Some were caut ious buyers, some adventu rous 
and  some came u p  with rea l ly  good ideas for new l i nes. 
Two students were carried away by the magic  of a l l  the 
Ch ristmas products, but we had a superb window display 
with snow, g l itter, l ights and even a revolv ing m usical  
Christmas tree. 

The biggest p roject was the ma rket ing of the school  
Ch ristmas ca rds. A design competition  was a rranged i n  
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school open to a l l  ages and 
from the many entries fou r  
were se lected.  The reta i l  
s t u d e nts then  fo u n d  a 
su itable pr i nter, o rdered 
the cards and did their  own 
packa g i n g  of the 1 0,000 
ca rds, a mam moth task as 
each card had to be folded. 

Top 86 acted as a tra i n i ng 
ground for students before 
t h ey u n d e rt o o k  w o r k  
experience i n  reta i l  outlets 

in the Banbury a rea. One of the modu les studied by the 
students was 'Display' .  The window of Top 86 gave them 
the opportunity to express their ideas on  seasona l  events, 
flying  witches at Ha l l oween and  de l icate flowers for 
M other's Day. It was a lways rewa rd ing  to hear pup i l 's 
comments on a pleas ing  d isplay when so much effort had 
been put i n .  

Sadly 1 995 saw t h e  last o f  t h e  reta i l  students and their  
f low of ideas.  It is now hoped that Top 86 wi l l  lend itself to 
the work of the G NVO Busi ness students. Over the past 
ten yea rs the shop has developed and now offers a wide 
ra nge of stat ionery, gifts, g reet ing cards, wrapp ing paper 
and sta mps. The whole ra nge of school games c loth ing is 
also stocked at Top 86; l itt le  wonder the shop is  now 
burst ing at the seams. 

After repaying the i n it ia l  loan, the shop bega n  to make a 
profit and  th is  has been used i n  va rious ways to benefit 
the schoo l .  The fi rst g ift of £2000 was used to he lp  in the 
sett ing u p  of the Busi ness Centre and a computer and 
pr inter for the DVE Reta i l  g roup cost a further £1 300. The 
latest pro posed g ift wi l l  be eq u i pment for the new m u lti­
gym i n  the sports centre; this wi l l  take nea rly £6000 from 
Top 86. 

As I write this short h istory of Top 86, it is  Friday 1 3th 
Septem ber, that n u m be r  13 aga in .  It seems to be l ucky for 
the shop and it has certa i n ly been a very happy t ime for 
me runn ing the shop over the years. The success of the 
shop has been due to the hard work and ded ication  of the 
students and  memories of their  successes and  fa i l u res 
wil l remain  with me for a long t ime.  

Jenifer Wollerton 

The weather station being erected in the Walled Garden. 
For use by GNVO Land and Environment students for 
their weather studies. 

Wendy Williams, GNVO student and David Bovill, 
builder. 



RESIDENT STUDENTS 
SUMMER ARATHOON 

I am 19 yea rs old.  I attended 
Newcast le  G ra m m a r  School  
a n d  c o m p l eted m y  H i g h e r  
S c h o o l  C e rt if icate t h e re i n  
1 995. 

I n  my s p a re t i m e  I e n j o y  
re a d i n g ,  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g ,  
p l a y i n g  s oft- b a l l  a n d  
watersports. Thi rty-two hours 
after I left the sunny coasta l 
metropo l i s  of Nelson Bay, I 
a r r ived i n  t h e  s m a l l  q u iet  
vi l l age of  S ibford Ferris.  I cou ld  not at  fi rst comprehend 
the difference in  environments. 

Yet, I soon fe l l  i n  l ove with the v i l lage and its surrou ndi ngs 
and a lso met some warm friend ly people .  It d id  not take 
long to settle i nto my new l ife. Austra l i a  became as fa r 
away in my mind as it is i n  d istance .  (Although I sti l l  a l low 
one hour  each day to keep u p  to date on Ramsey Street 
and S u m mer  Bay.)  

Worki ng in  the EFL Dept.  has been a va luab le  experience, 
which I have thorough ly  enjoyed . I do feel that my tra nsfer 
from student to teacher was a l ittle  ra pid - a few months 
ago, I was the one who had not completed my prep, but it 
is  interesting to see what rea l ly  goes on  in  a Staffroom ! 

With the he lpfu l  g u i dance and support of Andy G l over, I 
have worked with some wonderfu l students and fee l  that 
I have learnt just as m uch as they have. 

I have spent my ho l idays and weekends taking in as many 
s ights as possi ble, from the B ishop B laize to the G reek 
Is lands.  

I n  1 997 it certa i n ly wi l l  be d ifficu lt to settle down to a 
com m u nications course at Newcastle U n iversity. I wi l l  
m iss S ibford - no  more be ing ca l led "Aussie "  o r  "She i l a"  
and no more ru n n i ng outside when i t  snowed as i f  i t  were 
go ld ! Most of a l l ,  I wi l l  m iss a l l  the people, but I'm sure 
that my correspondence with everyone wi l l  last a long 
t ime . .  

LOUISE HODDA 

My year at Sibford started early 
in J a n u a ry a n d  up to t h e  
present day has provided me 
w i t h  a g re a t  f o r a y  of 
o p po rt u n i t i e s .  A l t h o u g h  
i n itia l ly  shel l -shocked by the 
" w i n d  c h i l l  fact o r "  a n d  it  
becom ing  dark at 4:00 pm, I 
was qu ickly th rown into school 
l ife. Offic ia l ly  attached to the 
PE Dept.  I became i nvolved in 
t ra m po l i n i n g ,  b a s k et b a l l ,  
ath let ics ,  bad m i nton ,  m o re 
bad m i nton.  

As the yea r p rog ressed, I found myself straying from a 
few of these activit ies and test ing my talents paint ing,  
he lp ing the Lea rn ing Support Dept., with dance and d rama 
and  with decorati ng d isplay boards. Perhaps the tasks I 
w i l l  most remember  are conti n ua l ly  opening the lost 
property cupboard and the many hours I spent in front of 
a com puter before Sports Day. 

The year has a lso given me the chance to travel and see a 
large part of E u rope and Brita in .  I have lea rnt to appreciate 
d ifferent cu l tures and  in turn have become truly thankfu l  
for the l ifestyle I lead both here and  at home i n  Austra l i a .  
M ustn 't forget to  mention that my ski i n g  ab i l ity is m uch 
improved after two memorab le  school sk i  tr ips.  

As my yea r d raws to a c lose I beg i n  to rea l i se that there 
are th ings about S ibford I wi l l  miss. They won't be the 
weather, the l ost property cupboard, the h u nd reds of 
rugby ba l ls  I 've p u m ped u p  or  weekend Sports Hal l  d uty. 
I w i l l  miss the friendsh ip and support shown to me from 
fe l l ow staff mem bers. 

F ina l ly H U G E  thanks m ust go to G raham Thomas for the 
cha l lenges he presented me, to Ga i l  M i l ls for her never­
ending friendship and,  of cou rse, to Sum mer, for a lways 
just bei ng there. 

se OTT RALSTON 

For the past yea r, I have been 
the resident student attached 
to O rchard Close. Working,  if 
it can be termed that, in such a 
l i v e l y  e n v i ro n m e nt h a s  
provided opportun ities t o  go 
sa i l i ng ,  camping,  swi m m ing 
and even ski i n g  i n  F rance .  
O rc h a rd C l o s e ' s  m a n y 
exc u rs i o n s  a l l owed m e  to 
i nspect m useums, towns and 
h i sto r i c a l  l ocat i o n s  in  t h e  
company o f  h o rdes o f  8-1 1 
yea r  olds, someth ing  that everybody should experience 
at least once ! 

I n  addit ion to my activities in Orchard Close, I a lso had 
d uties i n  the Sports Hal l  and i n  Penn House. Here sport 
provided the most u n iversal of i nterlocutors and  I enjoyed 
my involvement with the school  footba l l  and rugby teams. 
I was a lso fortu nate enough to play in a successfu l v i l l age 
footba l l  team, which added a local  spice to my t ime at 
S ibford . 

During my hol idays I travel led widely i n  B rita in  and Europe, 
provid i ng me with many co lourfu l experiences to look 
back on  fo l lowi ng my return to fam i ly and friends in 
Canberra.  I beg i n  u n iversity next yea r, i ntend ing to study 
for a n  Arts/Law deg ree. Thank you to al l  i nvolved i n  a 
fantastic yea r i n  Eng land .  

JUSTIN WEBB 

I bega n  my l ife at S ibford s ix 
weeks i nto the year ,  as my 
former a ppoi ntment was at  a 
s m a l l  p r e p  s c h o o l  i n  
N o rt h a m pto n s h i re .  D u e  to 
unavoidab le  d ifficu lties, I l eft 
a n d  was very fo rtu n ate to 
receive a position  here i n  the 
Ferr is .  Though having l i m ited 
m u s i c a l  t a l e nts ,  w i t h  t h e  
inva luab le  he lp  of M a rk Paine 
I have been ab le  to learn a 
g reat d e a l  a n d  t h u s  be of 
assistance i n  the M usic Dept.  

After school hours I was attached to Penn H ouse and 
thorough ly enjoyed my d uties here, soc ia l i s ing with the 
boys over games of pool and Austra l i an  soap o peras ! 

I n  the area of sports, I p layed footba l l  for the school and 
with relative success even tried rugby. I was ab le  to 
extend my footba l l i ng  prowess, playing with some g reat 
locals in the v i l l age team, thus a l l owing me to b rag to 
fr iends back home in Austra l i a  that I 've had a st i nt with a 
c l ub  i n  E u rope ! 

The sixth form ski tr ip and  the summer  ho l idays i n  
ma in land E u rope a re undoubtedly m y  fondest memories 
of the yea r, on ly  being made possib le by my status here at 
S ibford . 

I look forward to return ing to my fami ly  and  friends, 
though my newly acq u i red friendships here make it seem 
more i nvit ing to stay rather than to depart for un iversity i n  
Can berra for several years. 
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OUT AND ABOUT 
ACTIVITIES 

It's beco m i n g  a bit of a ritu a l ,  
eve ry F r i d a y m o r n i n g  a 
pecu l iar  member of staff who 
wil l  remain  nameless wil l  ask 
me, 'Where is it safe to go 
this weeken d?'  and I wil l  te l l  
t h i s  pecu l i a r  m e m ber o f  staff 
where it wi l l  be safe to g o  
without b u m p i n g  i nto pup i ls  
o n  the ir  weekend off. 

U nfortu nately the l ist of safe 
l o c at i o n s  is n ow g e tt i n g  
s m a l l e r  a n d  s m a l l e r  beca u se 
d u ri n g  the past yea r where 
h aven't we been?  

You have t o  b e  brave to 
take part in some of our 
activities. 

G l oucester shopping and i ndoor c l imbing,  Stratford-u pon­
Avon ,  B a n b u ry, Oxford ice skat ing,  caving i n  the M e n d i ps, 
swi m m i n g  in Swi ndon, visit ing the Ci nema o r  rol ler  skat ing 
in  M i lton Keynes a n d  a g a i n st my better j u d g e m e nt 
shopping a l so i n  M i lton Keynes. We have be� n � �ad 
bik ing i n  Gaydon,  bowl ing i n  Lea mington, mountain bik ing 
i n  the Fo rest of Dean and have seen fi reworks i n  the s m a l l  
v i l lage o f  G reat Wolford, b u t  o f  cou rse o nce i n  a w h i l e  we 
do stay in for d iscussions and the c l i max of the year 'The 
Ch ristmas B a l l ' .  

So to that name less member o f  staff 'Stay a t  home'  
because n owhere is  safe ! 

Paul Ludlow 

YEAR 7 CLIMBING TRIP 

We caught the bus and d rove to G l ouceste rs h i re.  We were 
sepa rated i nto two g ro u ps and m i n e  was c l i m b i n g  the 
wa l l  fi rst. 

Year 7 climbing group. 

Year 7 climber. 
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Josh c l i m bed fi rst and I contro l led the 
rope. Next I c l i m bed and it seemed very 
easy - I was go ing too fast for the rope 
contro l l e r, so I had to slow down a bit. 
When I reached the top I wa ited fo r the 
rope to be made ready fo r me to come 
down. I sat back and relaxed and then I 
b u m ped down the h igh  c l i m b i n g  wa l l  
u nt i l  I reached the bottom.  

Next it was J e n n ifer's turn to c l imb.  She 
went u p  a q u a rter of the wa l l  and then 
came dow n .  Then it was M rs. G uy's 
turn .  She d i d n 't go up so fa r beca use 
she said she's afra id  of he ights. 

I next went to the Bou lder  Room where 
there is a rea l i stic looking made-up rock. 

You had to c l i m b  to the top and I was the fi rst one in my 
g ro u p  to do it. I d i d n 't fi nd it too h a rd,  but others did a n d  
n o  one else reached t h e  t o p  after many attempts. I rea l ly  
had a g reat afte rnoon and so d id  everyone else.  

Maia Keeling, Year 7 

CHILDREN'S CAMP 1 996 

The whole event sta rted with a tr ip to London in order to 
meet the l ittl e  dears we wo uld  be car ing fo r. Al l  seemed 
we l l  as we ate l u nch with the h a lf from Sto rmont H o use. 
Then,  to eve ryo ne's h o rro r, Dan ie l  and friends a p pea �ed 
from G renfe l l  to add to the a l ready m o u nt ing confUS ion 
and we a l l  began to worry a bout what we had let o u rselves 
in for. B icyc les were p rod uced and the afternoon was 
spent push ing young c h i l d ren arou n d .  For the . I uc� ie r  
o n es c o l o u r i n g  i n d oo rs was preferred by t h e i r  k ids .  
Everyone departed with prom ises of  see i n g  each other  in  
a fortn ig ht. 

A fortn ight came a n d  
w e n t  a n d  I sto o d  
o utside the M a n o r  with 
a stra nge fee l i ng i n  my 
stomach as my Au nty 
d rove off leaving me to 
get on with i t .  To m 
Lane a ppeared, m uch 
to everyone's su rprise 
including the Newbolds. 
Tom's ch ief a i m  was to 
he lp us relax before the 
c h i l d ren a rrived with, 
"So you're this yea r's 
g u l l i b le foo l s " .  Secretly 
I hoped Danie l  wou l d  
h a v e  fo rg ott e n  m y  
name.  N o  such l uc k !  
G re n fe l l  a rr ived f i rst 
and a bove eve ryth i n g  
e l s e ,  I c o u l d  h e a r  
" H a n n a h  I ' m  h e r e ! 
Look I ' m  h a n g i ng out 
of the wi ndow" and the 
co nstant battle of, " N o Rachel Shephard and friend. 
she's m y h e l pe r " .  What 
had I let myself in fo r? I thought it best to keep a n  open 
m i n d  o n  the situat ion at hand o r  I wo u l d n 't last the week. 

Once Sto rmont H o use had a rrived, the fi rst trip of the 
week was to La m b's farm, where every chi ld went on a 
tractor and trai ler ride and explored with i ncreasing del ight. 
Then it was back to school  fo r the beg i n n i ng of the eve n i n g  
routi ne of tea, l essons, activities and b e d .  Sett l ing  six l ittle 
boys down fo r the n ight was n ot easy, in fact it was 

James Hicks, Gemma Smith and 
Georgina Farmar feed the lambs with 
friends. 

i m p o s s i b l e .  I t  
w a s  a l s o  t h e  
beg i n n i n g  o f  the 
w e l l  k n ow n  
sa y i n g  o f  
" N A K E D "  a s  
D a n i e l  a n d  Leo 
e x p l o re d  t h e  
poss i b i l it ies of a 
sleeping bag with 
a rms.  Also how 
fa r they cou ld  go 
b e f o r e  H a n n a h  
G a l e  and I would 
leave the job of 
bedt ime to Tom 
and E l l i ot .  By the 
end of th is  we a l l  



sank i nto a heap, 
and  this was on ly 
the fi rst day!  

D u r i n g  t h e  
fol lowing week we 
a l l  w e n t  p o n y  
r id ing,  kite flyi ng,  
to Cotsw o l d  
W i l d l ife Park  a n d  
on a wa l k  a round 
S ibford. Each  ch i ld  
took g reat de l ight 
i n  the playgrounds 
that  were v is ited 
most days. 

On Thu rsday after 
a morning on the 
river Avon for the 
c h i l d re n  a n d  
Macdona lds for us A hug for Alisan Prestidge. 

we went to Hatton 
Farm where d isaster struck Dan ie l  and  F luffy the baby 
rabbit.  On a visit to the rabbit cages Danie l  noticed a door 
at j ust the r ight he ight for h im and surpr is ingly enough he 
opened it. U po n  not ic ing s ix bundles of fu r I told him to 
close the door and as he did so one fel l  out with a d ramatic 
flop. As my heart sank a young boy came march ing  
towards us .  After tel l i ng  us how the  mother  wou ld  now 
ki l l  the baby (not the best th ing to te l l  a smal l  boy) and 
restor ing the baby to the bosom of its fa m i ly we beat a 
hasty retreat. U nfortunately, word got back to h is teacher  
and he m issed out  on the fun had by a l l  i n  the bou ncy 
barn.  

Then it was Friday; once u p  and  d ressed each chi ld p layed 
fun sports of varyi ng s i l l i ness. After lunch  m in i buses were 
loaded and after a sad farewel l  they headed off towa rds 
London. A good week was had by a l l ,  not to mention the 
rumours of J im my Wringe and Louise's u nderwear and 
the consta nt ca l l  of  Co l i n  who kept wanderi ng off. 

I speak on behalf of everyone i n  sayi ng thankyou to M r  & 
M rs Newbold, Di Howes, Paul  Rae and Pau l  Lud low. 

Hannah Leavett, Year 7 7  

GNVO BUSINESS STUDIES 

UNDERSTANDING INDUSTRY APRIL 1 996 

5 Br A Lesme Callebaut 
On Wed nesday 27th March,  the Business Studies g roup 
went on a n  ' Understand ing  I ndustry' visit to S & A Lesme 
Ltd i n  Banbury. 

The ma in  point of our visit was to i nvestigate job roles at 
d ifferent levels and a lso to find out about decision making,  
problem solvi ng,  sett ing ta rgets and fi na l ly  ach ieving 
ta rgets . 

When we a rrived at the factory, we were met by Rachel  
Ol iver who is  the H u m a n  Resou rces Officer and taken to a 
room where she told us the background to the company 
and told us about their  mission statement, i n  which they 
a i med to be the lead ing  supp l ier  of choco late with the 
h ighest q u a l ity of choco late with the latest techno logy . 
She also to ld us that the whole cha in  of factories that they 
had a round the world was owned by Claus Jacobs and  
also that the  m a i n  office was i n  Belg i u m .  Altogether there 
a re 280 people working in the S & A Lesme Ltd factory in 
Banbury which achieved a tu rnover last year of 90 mi l l ion 
pounds. There a re 200 people who work i n  the factories 

and  80 people who work in the offices. The factory i n  
Banbury makes b rown a n d  wh ite chocolate t o  se l l  t o  other 
compan ies so that they can use the chocolate i n  their  
products . 

After we had l istened to the i ntrod uction, we were sp l it u p  
i nto two g roups and our  group started off i nterviewi ng 
two of the personnel  who were Kevin Shepherd, The 
Prod uction Team Leader and Lynsey Dear who was The 
Ma nagement Accountant. 

Kevi n Shepherd, The Prod uction Team Leader had been 
working with the company for about 18 months in that 
department . His job was to make sure that the chocolate 
made was of good qua l ity and  that it was also made and 
ready on t ime.  He had q u ite some level of  respons ib i l ity 
which was expected and  they were to ensure that there 
was a good level of health and safety with in  his team 
department and a lso that the team were working we l l  
together. 

After we had i nterviewed Kevin  Shepherd and Lynsey 
Dea r, and  the other  g roup  had come back from the factory 
tour, we swa pped over and  it was their  turn to i nterview 
two d ifferent emp loyees; Heather Sta rkie and  Kevin 
Santhouse. 

When it was our turn, we were taken next door to the 
i nterview room to put on plastic coats and hats wh ich 
were to be worn to stop the chance of bacteria being 
re leased i nto the a ir  wh i lst in  the facto ry to avoid 
conta mination of the i ngredients etc . We were a lso g iven 
some ear p l ugs as, i n  one of the rooms, the noise level 
was a bove the recommended level for people to work i n  
without ear  protection .  There were also s i g n s  b y  every 
door to a new a rea saying "Wash ha nds" as we had been 
outside and may have picked u p  bacter ia from the a i r  
outs ide.  

Throughout the whole tr ip there was a very strong smel l  
of the chocol ate which made me feel  a bit " i kky" after a 
whi le.  

We saw al l  the rooms where the cocoa beans were roasted, 
then where they were crushed and then when the beans 
sta rt to transform into l i qu id  chocolate. We also saw 
where the chocolate was then mou lded i nto the d ifferent 
shapes for the d ifferent products. There were buttons and 
a lso l itt le chocolate d rops. 

Altogethe r the factory has 1 3 1 i nes of which 5 a re new and  
made  with more u p  to  date tech nology and there be ing 
one l i ne  so le ly used for  making wh ite chocolate. 

We then saw the room where the chocolate was packaged 
i nto boxes to be sh ipped off to their customers. Next to 
that room through a smal l  corridor was the lab where the 
rec ipes are tested to see if they conta i n  the right ingredients 
and in the r ight quantities. There they also test to see if 
anyth ing  else needs to be added to improve the m ixtu re. 
If it  is approved then it is g iven the go ahead for production; 
if  not then the recipe may be started over, or it may j ust 
have extra i ngredients added to it and then be g iven the 
go ahead.  A l l  the t ime, at every process, the mixtures a re 
being tested to ensure the h ighest qua l ity poss ib le . 

I can defin itely say that I e njoyed the tr ip and that I am 
very g ratefu l for the t ime that  the em ployees gave u p  for 
us to he lp  us with our  stud ies . 

Rachel Oliver 
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The Chartered Institute of Envi ronmental Health 
Basic Health and Safety Certificate Course. 

On Th u rsday 25th January, 
Yea rs 1 2  and 1 3 took part in a 
b a s i c  h e a l t h  a n d  s afety 
certificate cou rse. 

J a m e s  R o b i n s o n ,  a n  
Env i ronmental Health Officer 
a n d  W e n d y  K i n g sbeer ,  a 
H e a l th P ro m ot i o n  Off icer, 
came to the school as part of 
a combined effort to i ncrease 
our  knowledge of health and safety, in and out of any 
business environment. 

A general i ntroduction  to health and safety was made, 
befo re a v i d eo on hea l th ,  safety a n d  welfare, r i sk  
assessment and accidents i n  the  work  p lace was shown. 
This explained how important safety signs a re a round  
a ny p lace of  work and a lso  the fact that a l l  companies 
must fo l low every single health and safety act / law because 
if a major accident did occ u r  and it is found ( in any way ) 
to be the  fa u lt of t h e  e m p l oye r, t h e  i nvest igat i n g  
environ menta l health officer wou ld  have fu l l  rig hts to 
close down the compa ny, u nt i l  the health and safety 
fau lts a re amended.  

After a break they ta l ked about work 
equipment, electricity and f i re .  I n  th is 
sect ion J ames to ld us about the f ire 
triang le :  

F i re ca n cause ser ious i nj u ry .  It 
can a lso ki l l .  

50% o f  workplace fi res a re sta rted de l i berately, t h e  other 
50% a re commonly caused by fa u lts with or misuse of 
electrica l appl i ances, and by careless smokers. 

We were also shown which co lour  f i re ext ingu ishers a re 
used for each type of fire. 

Yel low: foam 

B lue :  
Red :  

powder 
water 

smothers l i q u i d  fi res. e .g .  ch ip  
pans or  petrol fi res .  
smothers l iqu id o r  electrica l fi res. 
cools general fi res. e .g .  wood, 
paper, c loth.  

G reen:  ha lon  smothers e lectrical or  l i qu id  fi res. 
B lack: carbon d ioxide smothers l iqu id  o r  electrica l fi res 

by coo l ing  
Ye l l ow can  a lso be  used on  general  fi res by  coo l ing  
Red:  b lanket smothers general  fi res .  

We n d y  t h e n  s p o ke o f  
o c c u p a t i o n a l  h e a l t h ,  e . g .  
d i s p l ay screen e q u i pment, 
m a n u a l  h a n d l i n g  a n d  
ergonomics. This i s  when a 
j o b  i n�o l v e s  ' h a n d l i n g ,  
carryi ng,  push ing  or  pu l l i ng  
a ra nge  of o bjects' wh ich  
c o u l d  re s u l t i n  m a n u a l  
hand l i ng inju ries. The most 
common of these a re hern ias, 

wrenched shou lders and back in ju ries. 

After l u nch Ja mes spoke about su bstances hazardous to 
hea lth and Wendy spoke about  pe rso n a l  p rotective 
eq u i pment. e.g. hard hats, heat proof su its. 

Ja mes then showed us some photos of health and safety 
dangers he has seen whi le  visit ing  factories etc. 
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Wendy then expla ined about 
law enforcement and how she 
herself and J ames a re ab le to 
do w h atever  t h ey fee l  i s  
necessa ry t o  enfo rce the laws 
of health and  safety. 

The  test was set by t h e  
I n stitute o f  E nv i ro n m e nta l  
Health and consisted of  30 
m u lt i p l e  cho ice  q u esti ons  
and to  ga in  a basic health 
a n d  safety certif icate you 
needed to a nswer more than 
20 correctly.  

The whole g ro u p  then took 
part i n  a short d iscussion and 
question time, i n  order to help 
us with the test that was to 
fol l ow. 

I 
Mandatory 
Colou, and Shapt: blu, hark ground. 
WhllT symhol. ci,Ctlln, 
UIr: stam that JOU mwt do 
somrrhing 

Mill &amp": "'A' Ea, Pr"",ioll 

My conclusion is that this day was very i nteresti ng and  

Dangerous 
substance 

Warning 
m uch was lea rnt by a l l  who 
were i nvolved. 

Colou, and Shap': },llow mangl, 
with a hlnck ho,de, The job of Env i ro n m e nta l  
Lir givrs a warning o[,isk o[dangrr 

H e a l t h  Off i c e r  o r  H e a l t h  Etampl,: Dangerous Suhllancr 
Promotion  Officer sounds  
d i ff i c u l t ,  b u t  h i g h l y  
i nte rest i n g  a n d  v e ry 

reward ing,  even though there is a lot of i nformation that 
they need to know. 

Rebecca England, Year 12/13 

LlMONE SKI TRIP 

1 6th - 25th February 1 996. 

The word sk i ing often conju res up many d ifferent ideas in 
peop le's minds accord ing to both persona l ity and previous 
ski ing experience. There is no  doubt that this certa in ly  
proved to  be the  case for the  e ighteen S ibford School 
pupi ls and the th ree mem bers of staff who braved the 24 
hour bus trip to spend six wonderfu l days ski ing at L imone, 
Ita ly. 

On a rriva l at L imone the weather was seen to be q u ite 
p leasant but the snow condit ions cou ld n 't be descri bed as 
a nyth ing  but c lose to perfect. U nfortunately by the midd le  
of  the week most of  us became used to sk i ing with l itt le  
visi b i l ity and  for some of the students th is  was defin ite ly 
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considered a n  advantage.  Lucki ly as the end of the week 
q u ickly approached the weather a lso fi ned up and a fresh 
snow coverage a l lowed for some excel lent ski ing .  Needless 
to say that some of the students refused the same runs 
that they had com pleted on ly days before, as they suddenly 
looked more frighten ing  now that they could actua l ly see 
where they were go ing .  

The g roup was sp l it u p  i nto several smal ler  c lasses for 
lessons accord ing  to ab i l ity, and whi le  some students 
skied at g reat speeds stra ight towards the b lack runs, 
others were more content to relax a l itt le on  the n u rsery 
slopes for the fi rst few days. As the week prog ressed 
there was an obvious improvement in the students' leve ls 
of ab i l ity and by the th i rd day everyone was heading 
towa rds the h ig her peaks of the resort to test not on ly  the 
extent of the ir  sk i ing a b i l ity but a lso the strength of their  
bones.  Fortu nately no  major i nju ries were susta i ned apart 
from a s l ig htly fractured nose on behalf of N ick Map letoft, 
m uch to the am usement of the rest of the g roup .  

After each busy day of  sk i ing  with more pasta and bread 
to eat for tea, the students sti l l  appea red to have p lenty of 
boisterous energy remain ing  for n ight-time activities. Such 
act iv i t ies  i n c l u d ed d i scos,  o ut d o o r  i ce-skat i n g  a n d  
general ly soaki ng u p  t h e  even ing  atmosphere present i n  
L imone.  A l l  the students appeared t o  enjoy the extent of 
their  stay and  a lso took fu l l  advantage of the opportu n ity 
to sample the local  food and beverages. 

On the second last day of the trip each student participated 
in an awards scheme to obta i n  a certificate and/or badge 
to mark h is  o r  her  level of ach ievement over the week. Al l  
of the students performed wel l  and a spec ia l  mention of 
Tosh imi  Ogawa's 3 sta r gold awa rd m ust be made.  There 
is no doubt that th is was wel l  deserved and an outstanding 
ach ievement. Congratu lations Tosh i m i !  

Overa l l  the tr ip left u s  a l l  very bu rnt, t i red a n d  with many 
memorable experiences. N o  doubt we a l l  lea rnt several 
v a l u a b l e  l es s o n s  i n c l u d i n g  h ow n ot to fa l l  over ,  
i nternat iona l  exchange rates and how to  com m u nicate or  
find your way home when the  instructors don't necessari ly 
speak E ng l ish o r  provide you with a map.  

On beha lf  of  a l l  the students I wou ld  very m uch l i ke to 
thank G raham Thomas and  Ga i l  M i l l s for the i r  end less 
patience and  organ isat ion i n  he lp ing to make the tr ip both 
an enjoya ble and worthwh i le  experience. I th ink  that the 
on ly  question  that rema ins  on  a ny of the students' m i nds 
is  'Where a re we going next year?' 

Louise Hodda 

Ski Trip Report 
When I th ink  back to the sixth form ski tr ip in Merlette, 
south-west France, many g reat memories come to mind .  
On the  27th of  March,  1 0  sixth formers, M r  Howard, Miss 
Spittle,  Lou ise H odda and myse lf (a  p ioneer ing begi n ner)  
set off on  our 22 hour trek to the ski fie lds.  We passed the 
t ime l isten ing to " M ike and the Mechanics" over and over 
aga in  for the ent i re trip, courtesy of an a nonymous D.J . 
The weather  was fantastic u pon a rriv ing and contin ued 
that way for fou r  of the six days we enjoyed on  the slopes. 
The pa rty i m mediately broke i nto two groups on  the fi rst 
day, the experienced and  us, the enthusiastic beg inners. 
O u r  h u m ble  group of beg i n ne rs began  the fi rst day 
mastering the "snow p lough"  position,  fi n ish ing off with 
an audacious attempt at a red/b lue  run which put in 
perspective fo r us exactly how much  we needed to 
im prove. Day 2 was go ing  fi ne ti l l  a revo l ut ionary new 
way of turn ing was put forwa rd to us - the para l le l  tu rn ! It 
was then that the snow seemed, particu l a rly for Kate and 
Bish ! ,  more i nvit ing to fa l l  upon .  

O u r  n ights were just as fulfi l l i ng  as o u r  days, and  on  the 
second n ight it was a cha nce to show how adroit we were 
with a n ight out bowl ing .  However, I seem to remember 
Mr Howa rd being tr i u m p h a nt by o n e  po int  in  very 
suspicious c i rcu mstances ! 

Day 3, at the sum mit of the peaks. It was a g lor ious 
m o r n i n g  a n d  we were j o i ned  by o u r  e x p e r i e n c e d  
counterparts, t h u s  given t h e  opportun ity w e  h a d  wa ited 
for, to show them exactly how much we had i m proved 
a n d  i n  my case how l itt l e .  With g reat tenac ity we 
ma noeuvred the red runs  taki ng out in m ost cases 
whatever got between us and the base of the mounta i n .  I 
th ink  this contri buted to the fact that, soon after, our  
instructor took us back to the g reen runs where we had to 
master the basics. That n ig ht we went out c lubb ing  in the 
resort, J o  and Eddie d isp layed rea l d isco dancing ski l ls  
whi lst the rest of us tr ied our hand at " l i ne  dancin g " ,  and 
fa i led m iserably !  Days 5 and  6 proved to be the most 
p leas u rab le  as we tr ied runs that dau nted us at the 
beg i n n i ng of the week. Rosie's broken thumb and Fabia n's 
gor i l la  stance made for good memories but the cu lm ination 
of the tr ip once aga in  came from housemaster Howa rd 
with h is  d ismal  performance on the s la lom and h is  crash 
land ing  on  the ski j ump .  
We can not conclude th is  report without mention ing  Miss 
Spitt le who was defin itely trying to win the " Miss Merlette" 
awa rd with her  p ink  ski su it and  fu r t r immed hood.  
However she was very disappointed when her skis clashed 
with her outfit and she just lost the awa rd to the ta l l  b lond 
appa rition i n  wh ite from school .  
I wou ld  l i ke to thank those who organ ised such a fantastic 
trip, the students for some g reat fun and to 'Mike and the 
Mechan ics' for a n other 22 hours of bl iss on  the return 
jou rney. 

Justin Webb 

EXCHANGE VISIT TO THE LABENWOLF­
GYMNASIUM, NORNBERG, S. GERMANY 
JUNE 1996 

After a pleasant and uneventful f l ight with Lufthansa,  we 
la nded at a ra iny  N u rnberg a i rport and it was wonderful  
how q u ickly our twelve students disappeared with the i r  
host fam i l ies ! Any concerns we may have fe lt as to  the i r  
we l l-be ing were soon dispe l l ed on  the fo l lowi ng morn ing,  
when we met them at  the school  pr ior  to the v is i t  to the, 
world-renowned N u rn berg zoo, which they a l l  enjoyed, 
despite Kate's hand being 'slobbered on' by an over 
friend ly pig ! Satu rday conti n ued wet and windy for our  
tou r  of  the old part of  the city, a l most tota l ly  destroyed 
d u ri ng the  war, but reb u i lt as an exact rep l ica,  as 
pictu resq ue as the orig ina l .  Schwabach and  Rothenburg 
were s im i lar ly attractive, espec ia l ly  Rothenburg ,  which is  
a complete med ieval wa l led town - marred on ly  by the 
surp lus of tou rists! Perhaps the most impressive v is it  we 
made, and also the m ost som bre and d istu rbing,  was 
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when we went to the Reichstagsparte igeliinde - the h uge 
and overwhe lming  sta d i u m  where H it ler  he ld  h is  ra l l ies. 
An exhibit ion has been mou nted there to demonstrate 
why it is  so vital that such atrocities as those perpetrated 
by the Nazi party shou ld  never be a l l owed to happen 
again - we al l  emerged in a very sober frame of m ind .  It 
was reassur ing  that no  such nationa l  a n i mosity was 
d isplayed that same even ing ,  when the footba l l  match 
between Eng land and Germany took place.  A party had 
been organ ised for everyone to watch the game, which 
was 'fu n' ,  'exc it i ng'  with no  bad wi l l  or  fee l i ngs between 
the g ro u ps. This, in fact, is what makes exchange vis its 
such as th is such va luable experiences. It was wonderfu l 
to see how wel l  the students got on with each other and  to 
l isten to their d iscussions about language matters. Some 
of the E n g l ish students had understandable m isg ivings 
before their  v is it  as to whether they wou ld  be able to cope 
with a strange lang uage and  stra nge food.  However, to 
q u ote one of them on the last day: 'Now I d id n't want to 
come home . . .  but there is  a lways next year, even though I 
want to g o  before then (as soon as possib le) .  I th ink  the 
visit was a success ! !  

Jean Rudge and Janet Gregory 

AL TON TOWERS REPORT 

On Monday 19th J u ne, Yea r 1 1  rounded off the i r  academic 
year with a memorable tr ip to Alton Towers. Thanks to a 
' k n owledge '  P . E .  teacher ,  t h e  t r i p ' s  d e p a rt u re was 
somewhat delayed, but we made it to the park i n  t ime for 
packed l u nches. 

Compensating for the belated start, the bulk of the students 
were q u ick to descend i nto 'forbidden val ley' and enjoyed 
thri l l i ng  rides l i ke 'Nemesis' and 'Th underhoop' .  The park's 
water based attract ions such as 'Congo River Rapids' and  
'Log F l u me' provided the opportu n ity for everyone to cool 
down on a hot day. 

M r  Spr ing typified the adventurous spi rit of a l l :  

"The Nemesis was t h e  scariest r ide'; 

"You went on  the Nemesis? ! ! " 

" No,  I mean to look at. " 

He a lso recom mended the 3D c inema to anyone with a 
s im i lar ly strong wi l l .  

Many thanks m ust go t o  M r  Ho l l iday w h o  organ ised the 
tr ip and to the accom pa nying teachers, Mr Hedley, M r  
Spr ing a n d  Miss Knowles, who made such a n  enjoyab le  
out ing possib le .  

Scott Ralston and Justin Webb 

EQUESTRIAN 

National School Teams Cross Country 
This is the s ixth year S ibford School has entered a team; 
there are two tea m classes and two i nd iv idua l ,  j u n ior  and 
senior. We entered one senior tea m this yea r, qua l ity not 
quantity. S ibford's team comprised Rachel Dales, Caro l ine  
C le land and S imon Raby. 

We a l l  a rrived at Pr im rose H i l l  farm at Gawcott where the 
course is  b u i lt, on  Easter Bank H ol iday Monday, the 
weather surprisi ngly good consider ing this fact. 

Rachel ,  on her horse H ack, was our  fi rst competitor to go 
round the 24 fence cou rse (which to the u n i n it iated is  a 
very long course ) .  J u st as Rachel  was a bout to start, the 
course was c losed. There had been a n  i nc ident at fence 
1 7, which was a large  hedge with a la rger d itch i n  front, (a  
fence which had caused g reat d iscussions when wa lk ing 
the course as it was a bonus fence) .  After 20 m i n utes of 
ambu la nces zooming  and  vets bei ng ca l led for over the 
sound system, the r ider and horse emerged u n h u rt, g reat 
s ighs of re l i ef a l l  round .  Rachel  cou ld  now start, as in 
Rachel 's style she com pleted a l ovely c lear round,  flyi ng 
over the i nfamous bonus fence 17 and tak ing q u ite a few 
of the other bonus fences. 

Next was Caro l i ne, on  her horse D i l l on .  After wa l king  the 
cou rse on  Su nday, Carol i ne  tried to convi nce me that 
neither she nor  D i l lon  were capab le  of completi ng the 
cou rse. Wel l ,  not only d id  they complete a c lear course, 
p lus some bonus fences, but had one of the fastest t imes 
t h ro u g h  the  t i m ed gates ( p l u s  of cou rse Caro l i n e's 
encouraging voice heard m ost of the way round ! ) .  

Last, but b y  no means least, came S imon .  How do these 
boys do it - slaves everywhere. Amel ia  p la ited his horse 
f�r h i m, whi le  fr iends were fuss ing a round and reassu ring  
S ,mon how wel l  he would do .  S imon and  h is  horse 
completed a l ovely c lear  round inc lud ing  bonus fences. 
Our th ree competitors all did very wel l  and enjoyed the 
day, which fi n ished with r iders and horses safe and wel l .  

I would l i ke t o  thank t h e  tea m's very supportive fam i l ies 
and friends who made our day out rea l ly  enjoyable, and I 
wou l d  l i ke to thank them a l l ,  fam i l ies and team mem bers 
for g iv ing up part of the ho l idays to represent our  school .  

Di Howes 

SOUTHERN FRIENDS' SCHOOLS' FOX TROT 

After loading up the m i n i-bus with a l l  our  l uggage, S ibford 
and Sidcot f ina l ly  left S ibford campus in order to fol low 
George Fox's footsteps, a path which took us north to 
Yea l a nd, a sma l l  v i l lage where our  Quaker centre was 
situated. But fi rst we 
w e r e  t o  m e et 
Le ig hton Park a n d  
S affro n  Wa lden  at 
the exposed Pend le  
H i l l .  Fox had a v is ion 
on  the h i l l ,  but a l l  we 
were rewarded with 
was a boi led sweet ! 

We t h e n  h i t t h e  
m o t o rw a y  a g a i n .  
S u d d e n l y, t ragedy 
struck with  a loud 
c l u n k .  A b a g  h a d  
fa l l e n  off t h e  roof 
rack. We a l l ,  very 
self i sh ly,  h o ped it Wendy is stoical beside the M6. 



wasn't our  persona l  be longings as we looked back to see 
c loth ing  spread a l l  over the m otorway. Wendy responded 
very ca l m ly. Using the orange motorway te lephone we 
were ab le  to contact the pol ice, who stopped the traffic so 
that we were ab le  to retrieve some of Wendy's c loth ing ,  
now smel l ing of  Pantene sham poo. 

That n ight, through  a variety of different group based 
activities, we were able to get to know each other better 
and to share thoughts and o u r  very different v iews of 
Quakerism . We were ear ly the next morn ing,  especia l ly  
those who had the task of  fry ing the breakfast baco n !  

We met u p  with the Northern Friends' Schoo ls' P i lgrimage 
at  Br igflatts Meeti ng House and for an hour  we lea rned of 
Fox's connections with the a rea.  He came to p reach and to 
show people  that there was a n  a lternative to paying the 
hated tithes and that they need not be tra pped i n  church 
to worsh ip, si nce God is everywhere .  

Being Quakerly? 

The Southern Fr iends then c l i m bed yet a nother h i l l !  On  
the top of  F i rbank  Fel l  we learned of  Fox's travels a round 
the country, and then  set off for  Kendal ,  to see the Quaker 
Tapestry i n  its bright and cheerfu l exhi bition .  Most of the 
p i lgr ims then went to McDonalds before we retu rned to 
Yea land  and a shar ing sess ion on  "Tak ing the B ib le  
seriously" . This was a very va l id  and  i nterest ing shar ing.  

On Sunday morn ing we were u p  at 7:30 even though we 
could have done with a l i e  i n .  Yea land's Meeting for 
Worsh ip  began at 1 0:30 and i n  the meanwhi le  some went 
in sea rch  of puffba l l s .  A lovely meal was then made of 
wi ld puffba l l s, nettles and  gar l ic !  

After l u nch we went to  Swarth more Meeting and visited 
the Ha l l ,  once the Fe l l  fam i ly home and then George 
Fox's.  Among the bea utifu l furn ish ings was Fox's travel 
bed (which,  i nc idental ly, was too heavy to actua l ly  use) 
and his B i ble - one of the fi rst to be translated i nto E n g l ish.  

We used our  last energies c l i mbing to a stone c i rc le 
over looking Moreca mbe Bay.  We j u m ped i nto the coa rse 
fo l i age  of bracken and  p layed " R ing -a-r i ng-a-Roses" 
a round the stones. 

The weekend was a very worthwhi le  one for al l  of us.  We 
lea rned more about the Quaker fa ith and saw that each 
i ndiv idua l  approaches it in his or  her own un ique way 

Hazel Bell, Year 13 

THE SIBFORD FACTOR 

Every school  has someth ing  spec ia l ,  someth ing  d ifferent 
a bout it, the someth ing  that, whi le  so often being a l most 
i m possib le  to a rticu late, a l so goes to the very heart of the 
l ife of the i nstitution .  Si bford is no  exceptio n .  

I t  is often t h e  newest mem bers o f  t h e  com m u n ity whose 
comments a re m ost i ns ightfu l when approach ing  th is  
subject. They a re awa re and  a lert to the nua nces and 
i nt imat ions of  the school  i n  a way the o ld  hands can n ot 
be. 

I had no doubt that I wou ld  f ind positive feedback when I 
a pp roached the new staff and pupi ls  with a short req uest 
to put pen to paper, anonymously, of course !  You m i g ht 
l i ke to read some of what was written:  

Sibford is good for dyslexic students, like me. It's a friendly 
society, everybody friendly with everybody else. 

The work is quite hard and we have a long prep time, but 
there's a nice view of the countryside and the sport is 
good. 

I was very pleased with Sib ford. It's so different to my 
previous school. People genuinely care about one another . .  
everyone's welcomed me, which is nice. Of course, there 
are a few bad apples, but there are in every school. 

When new pupils come to the school everybody makes 
them feel welcome and brings them into a friendly Quaker 
community. 

Sibford isn't a large school, so you don 't feel lost. It's a 
school where you can be yourself and know everyone. 

It has a good tuck shop that you can buy lots of different 
things from! 

It is cold here, but the teachers are very nice! (Hong Kong 
pupil). 

I want to say "thank you " because at first my English was 
not too good, but m y  friends helped me and they taught 
me something. Thank you for their kindness. 

Everyone respects each other. 

Ed, Ross and Benny 'Fun at Oxford Ice Rink. ' 
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WHAT THE PAPERS SAY 
EXTRACTS 
FROM 

Sibford School also had successes 
with pupils Kylie Cobb, Rachel 
Dales, Jonathan Evans, Sarah 
Caines and Hannah Gale. 

THE 
LOCAL 
PRESS 

Jonathan, who gained two As, 
three Bs and three Cs, was "really 
happy" with his results and will 
study A-levels in geography, maths 
and design at Sibford. 

Sarah Caines, who has just moved 
from Saudi Arabia, was "shocked 
and extremely pleased" with her A 
and A * in geography and textiles. 

Kylie, who achieved two As, a B 
and four Cs, will go on to do a BTEC 
in general art and design, and A­
level history of art in Banbury. 

• IN TUNE: James and JuUan thrilled Judges with their music. 

Musician of the year 
title goes to James ( 15) 
A T AIW ANESE student from 
Sibford School has captured the 
prestigious title of Banbury Musi­
cian of the Year. 

James Chen, aged 15, who has 
been at the school for two years, 
captured the top prize all 4 1  final­
ists were vying for in the Rotary 
Club of Banbury's Musician of the 
Year Competition. 

There were 15 different sections 
covering wind, strings, piano and 
guitar during the competition held 
at Sibford School last week. 

James said: "I was very sur­
prised to win. I phoned my parents 
back home who were thrilled as. 
well." 
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James also won the intennediate 

piano section with his perfor· 
mance of the Romanian folk dance 
by Bella Bartok. 

It was double joy for the school 
in the competition as Julian Li 
captured the senior string section 
top prize with a performance on 
the cello of the Elegie OP 24 by 
Gabriel Faure Julian. 

Mark Paine, director of music at 
the school, said: "We are very 
pleased with the both of them. 

"After five years, since the com­
petition was started, to get the 
overall wi nner is  an excellent 
achievement. " 

• CLASS ACT: Sibford's KyJie Co bb, Hannah Gale, Jonathan 
Evans and Sarah Caines . 

• CANAL CRUISE: Orchard Close children on board the narrowboat. 

Sun shines on a rainy day 
POURING rain could not dampen 
children's spirits as they had a day 
out on narrowboat. 

The pupils from Orchard Close 
School at Sibford Gower were taken 
up and down the stretch of canal, be­
tween Lower Heyford and Somerton, 
by Oxfordshire Narrowboats owner 
Bob White. 

"I took around 10 children at a 
time in six shifts spread over two 
days," said Mr White, whose daugh­
ters Ruth, aged nine, and Beatrix, 

seven, Blso attend the school. 
"We did it because children love 

the canal, and when they are out on 
the water you can see their sheer en· 
thusiasm." 

Each trip on Tuesday and Wednes­
day last week took two hours, but 
Wednesday's downpour failed to 
spoil the children's fun. 

Thea W oollatt, aged 10, said: "It 
has been a pretty fun day. Although 
we were soaked, we had a really great 
time." 



LITERATURE SECTION 

SATS 

Dreaded the day of SA TS, 
Sometimes twice a day sometimes not, 
Science, maths and English walking all over my brain ,  
Black eye; secretaries come in  handy. 

Henry Tay/or, Year 6 

SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS YOUNG 
Wrin kles, cr inkles, false teeth and ha i r  
makes l ife at  ti mes hard to  bea r 
Visits from g randch i ldren br ing ing toys and sweets, 
make people of o u r  age young on our feet. 
We play c ricket, footba l l  and ga mes ga lore 
At the end of the day we fa l l  on the floor. 

H igh  j u m p  and long j u mp, we do our best 
then hot chocolate and bedt ime for a long 
earned rest. 

S N OW T I G E R  

Snow tiger, snow tiger 

you' re but a few.  

Snow tiger, snow tiger 

and we love you. 

Your coat so different 

Robert Game, Year 9 

i t  makes you distinct. 

That ' s  why you ' re hunted 

but you' ll become extinct. 

Snow tiger, glow tiger 

heaving a sigh. 

Snow tiger, slow tiger 

please don't  die. 

Emi/y Beer/ing, Year 8 

S P A C E  

Up high in the sky, 

Cold and dark 

With the stars shining 

Into your eyes. 

You close your eyes 

To clear the light, 

You turn around and see 

The moon in your eyes. 

Phi/ip A/-Anazie, Year 6 

LOVE POEMS 

You r  hair is like strips of gold. Even) piece of 
hair is like silver. YOIl are sweet like a pile of 
sugar. 

You look like a mermaid. YOll swim like a fish .  
You are the most sweet person I know. 

You glide like a glider. You float like a cloud. 
No one can care as much as YOll about me. 

You make rivers move. YOll make the clollds 
float.  You make clocks tick. YOll make trees 
grow. You make hearts, love. 

You r  hair grows like trees. You love animals 
alld animals love you .  You fly planes through 
the clouds. 

RUGBY 

Pushing, 
Shoving,  

Dr ink ing,  

Char/ie Wood, Year 5 

Running to the l ine .  
Tackl ing, 

Passing, 
Winning a try . 

Kicking, 
Catching,  

Over the bars.  
Clearing, 

Punting,  
Pushing into touch.  

Wet, 
Cold,  

Sl ipping in  the mud. 

Henry Tay/or, Year 6 
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Yes M iss 

" G et in here Smith" boomed the voice of my E n g l ish 
teacher. 

"Wow, she sounds mad ! "  said a passer by, probably on 
their way to the tuck shop, which is  where I wished I was 
at that very moment. I sauntered slowly i nto the classroom. 
She was writi ng the next c lass's work on  the board.  I felt 
sorry for them.  I l ooked a round the room. There were a 
few people i n  l u ncht ime detention,  and a new teacher 
mark ing work i n  the back of the c lass. 

I waited a few minutes which seemed l i ke hours. Eventual ly 
she tu rned a round and  looked at  me.  I t r ied to stare her 
down, but I d ropped my eyes to my shoes, studying them 
i ntently. I could fee l  her  look ing at me, and I felt sma l l .  

" S o  where i s  it?" s h e  asked ca lmly, referr ing t o  some long 
overdue homework . 

" E rr, we l l ,  I don't have it, but, u rm, it's at home."  

"Oh" 

"Yeah,  you see, err, I was do ing it last n ight, and,  you 
know, e rr, I sort of left it next to my bed ."  

" N ext to  your bed?" 

"Yes " .  Maybe she wou l d n't get too mad, I thought  
hopefu l ly. 

"Yes what? " she shouted .  

"Y-yes m iss" OK maybe I was wrong. I rea l ly hated it 
when she got l i ke this.  

"And at what t ime were you doing th is  work?" 

" E rm,  a bout 1 0.00" Oh dear, here we go.  

"And at what t ime do you go to bed? "  

"9.30" I whispered i n  a squeaky voice. 

"What ! " she shouted. I f l inched.  I cou ld  feel the eyes of 
the people in detention looki ng at my back i n  pity. 

"Erm,  9.30" 

"And why did you not do this work ear l ier?" 

"Erm,  I ,  wel l  I sort of went out, wel l  you see,  erm, me and 
Beckie . . . .  " 

"Rebecca and  I, you s i l ly  ch i ld ,  have I not taught you 
anyth ing ! "  

"Oh,  erm, " I  rea l ly wanted to run away, but I was rooted to 
the ground.  Why was she being l i ke this? Was it someth ing 
to d o  with the other teacher? 

" I 'm  sorry, I promise I ' l l  get it  to you fi rst th ing  in the 
morn i ng, I promise, rea l ly ."  

"And if I don't get  it, it wi l l  be a month's detent ion ! "  

"Yes m iss" I said .  Cou ld I g o  now, I wondered. 

" Now get out of my s ight ! " she shouted, and I scu rried off 
as fast as I cou ld .  

Thankfu l ly  the be l l  went, and I went stra ight to my next 
lesson fee l i ng  puzzled, 

The rest of the day went slowly, and eventua l ly  the last 
bel l of the day went. I trudged home<'i n  the ra in ,  th ink ing 
about  what had happened. When I got home I went to the 
kitchen to make a snack, and wondered whether I shou ld  
do my homework o r  phone Beckie, when Mom walked in .  

"H i  honey" she sa id,  kiss ing me on the cheek. " I 'm rea l ly  
sorry a bout shouting at you at  l u nch t ime.  I shou ld  h ave 
warned you" 

"Yea h, you shou ld  h ave, I couldn't fig u re out why, when 
I 'd to ld you at breakfast about the E ng l ish ! "  

" I  know. It's just that new teacher  wanted to know how to 
hand le  kids who don't g ive their  homework in on t ime.  
Sorry. " 

" It's OK Mom . " 

Kerry Smith, Year 10 

I am the l ight 
that has been turned on. 
I am Henry VIII who 
at l ast got a son, 
the homework that has been done. 

I am the flower 
which has just sprung, 
the bird that has just sung, 
the telephone which has just rung. 

I am the student 
that is  being taught, 
the brain with many a thought, 
the soldier who had just fought. 

Lisa Quiles, Year 8 

I was the penny lost down the dra in ,  
I was the boy a lways i n  pa in ,  
I was the horse with a neglected mane, 
I was the man forced to go to war, 
I was the g i r l who fe l l  through  the door, 
I was the cat with a damaged paw, 
I was a s h i p  sa i l i n g  home no more. 

B UT that was then, for NOW 

I am the window a l l  s h i ny and c lean,  
I am the boy who wi l l  never be mean,  
I am the p layer a lways picked for the team, 
I am the friendly g i rl l iv ing down the street, 
I am the farmer with a good f ie ld of wheat, 
I am the shoe m uch l i ked by feet. 

Jack Dunwell, Year 8 

SPA CE 

Space, a black dark cellar, 
The sun and stars are lights. 
Mars, granddad's old generals ' suits 
As the planet of war. 
And the moon, an old football from 1978. 
A stuffed dove as Saturn, 
The planet of peace. 
A hat as a flying saucer in space. 
A boy 's old toy robot on the floor 
As an alien in outer space. 
And me, the astronaut, 
'Til dad came in today . . 

Malcolm Smith, Year 6 



CRICKET 
I am the captain 
I'm going out to toss, 
There's a tall muscular boy 
He 's the other team 's boss. 

We 're going to bowl first, 
Most probably pace, 
We want them all out 
Hopefully with haste. 

I open the bowling, 
I bowl a flier. 
'L.B. w.: I shout. 
'No, ' said the umpire. 

Next ball I bowl 
He steps out his crease, 
My good wicket keeper 
Takes him with ease. 

The rest of the team 
Are no trouble at a/l, 
One is out 
A lmost every ball. 

Our team pad up 
And take to the pitch, 
Our openers win it 
Without a hitch. 

Tom Mahoney, Year 6 

I am the kiss that has never been blown, 
I am the kite that will never be flown. 
I am a stitch which hasn't been sown, 

I am a child who is always alone. 

I am the person who cannot walk, 
I am a baby who can't talk. 

I am the pig without the pork, 
I am the knife without a fork. 

I am the clock which has never tocked, 
I am the door which nobody's knocked. 
I am the padlock which is never locked, 

I am the exam which has never been mocked. 

Tamsin Young, Year 8 

" FOREST M UST LIVE" 

Forest asleep at n ig ht. 
Forest asleep at n ight, but 
d u ring  the day noisy and awake. 
Life is exciting as wel l  as fea rfu l .  
T h e  forest i s  spec ia l  and  s h o u l d  b e  kept 
spec ia l  and i mportant to the world.  
N o  one u ndersta nds this forest. 
We m ust keep it. 
If we don't keep the forest 
we wi l l  not keep l ife. 

I wa lk. I see my prey 
I creep u p, then pou nce. 
Please keep the forest. so I can l ive. 

I smell  people coming so 
I j ump up i nto a tree .. 
I look through  the leaves. 
We l ive in th is  forest. 
Let us  l ive in peace. 
Do not d isturb the forest, 
or you wi l l  destroy me.  

One n ight I hear banging.  
The forest is  gett ing da rker and 
the c louds are growing fierce. 
Suddenly l ig htn ing  flashes and thunder  roars 
as I l i e  in my den watch ing .  
The  ra i n  beg ins  to  fa l l .  
I g o  deeper i nto my d e n ,  curl u p  and sleep. 

Sun shi nes br ight and the no isy forest 
wakes me up.  
I smel l  no  h u ma n .  
I go o u t  and look for food .  
I see a monkey and  get down low. 
As it gets down off a tree I pou nce and 
it's no  longer a l ive. 

B i rds shelter from the ra i n  i n  the trees 
and bring u p  their you ng.  
Losing a tree is  l ike p u l l i n g  
a ha i r  out o f  God's head.  

The people move and I fo l l ow them.  
They c l imb a mounta in .  
I watch them every n ight. 
A storm is coming,  the ra i n  comes. 
He is angry. He is mad .  

I w ish  they wou ld  understa nd.  
He is mad they are h u rt ing the earth .  
H is  roa r of rage gets worse. 

His l ightn ing  flashes ! 
A lmost got a tree ! 
But they a re safe . 
They g o  home - we stay. 

Anya Innes, Year 8 
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ANIMAL RIGHTS 

Last wi nter I went down to my Nan's house i n  Hove, 
Sussex and at that t ime there were protesters down at 
the seafront protest ing aga i nst l ive exports. I went down 
there a few ti mes, they were there early in the morn ing  
when nobody was u p  because they wanted to  br ing 
ca lves through i nto the port and  ship them to fore ign 
cou ntries to  make vea l .  

There were thousands o f  p rotesters down a t  t h e  port 
and  they were a l l  shout ing and  wavi ng banners at the 
d rivers that were carryi ng the calves. There were 
h u n d reds of pol ice, even more than the protesters 
g ua rd ing  the lorries. There were a lot of pol ice at the 
front of the fi rst lorry and pol ice, ru n n i n g  down the sides 
of them so that no protesters could let the ca lves free .  A 
lot of people were c ryi ng and I saw one of the lorries 
with lambs in it and one of its legs was sticking out the 
side of the lorry because there was not enough room for 
them to sta nd .  The re were two levels of a n ima ls  and  the 
top level were going to the toi l et o n  the ones 
u nderneath. 

When the calves get to d ifferent p laces in E u rope they 
stick them i n  l ittle  cages so that they can on ly just stand,  
which wou l d  be for six months or so,  and they a re j ust 
fed m i l k  u nt i l  they need them for s laughter ing.  This is  
how they get vea l products and the a n imals  suffer for 
consumer pleasure. 

The protesters did win in the end at Shoreham because 
it was costi ng the pol ice so m uch money to p rotect the 
lorr ies, but it sti l l  goes on in Dover where they are 
carrying on their protest aga inst l ive a n ima l  exports. 

The on ly good th i n g  a bout the BSE scare was that they 
stopped export ing l ive catt le to E u rope. 

I fee l  that export ing l ive a n i ma ls  is  u n necessary and that 
i ntensive fa rming is  cruel  but I sti l l  eat meat and da i ry 
products. 
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Had/eigh Heasman, Year 9 

WHALESONG 

Whales. whales splashing down in to 
the sea below scraping the sea floor as 
they open their mouth. Whales. whales 
jumping up in to the air making a great 
big splashing sound. 

Gareth Homers/ey, Year 7 

SATS 

Does my head hurt 
Or have I SATS rot? 
I can't think to write much 
So I ' l l  keep it short. 

Tom Sa/man, Year 6 

WAR 

People th i n k  war is  fu n 

Because they l i ke shooti ng g uns. 

They al l  thought it  wou ld  be over i n  a month 

But then there was sorrows i n  a few months. 

People shouted and cried 

When a m i l l ion men d ied.  

Men charged to battle 

As g u n  f i re ratt led.  

They started digging g raves 

For the men who were brave. 

People were cryi ng 

Whi le  the bodies a re there dying.  

They wou l d  pray and  hope 

If the ir  fam i ly survived and coped. 

Th ink  of the men who d ied 

Who d idn 't want to waste their  l ives. 

The way these men d ied 

Was a horr ib le way to d ie.  

These men were so b rave 

They don't deserve to be in a g rave. 

What they did for us, 

Was such a b ig fuss. 

The saved the king and cou ntry 

That is  why we a re sti l l  in th is  country. 

Patrick Jesse/, Year 9 



T THE THIRD YEAR T 
This year started u n usua l ly  i n  that we held o u r  AGM i n  
J a n u a ry, 1 996, rather  than  N ovember, 1 995, on  o u r  
t rad itiona l  date on  Bonfi re N ig ht. 

With the school  decision to change the a rra ngements on 
Bonfi re N ig ht we felt that it wou ld be more appropriate to 
make an a lternative date. 

A smal l  g roup of hardy loyal supporters braved the cold 
weather  i n  January to meet i n  the Staff Din ing Room. We 
tried very hard to concentrate on the matter in hand,  but 
with th ree outside wa l ls, watch ing  the ever increasing 
snow fa l l ing ,  made it very d ifficu lt. The agenda was 
speed i ly achieved and  a new committee a ppointed. 

The Comm ittee have met twice a term to pursue the 
objectives of the organ isation .  

The object of  the Association  is  to  advance the ed ucation 
of the pupi ls in the schoo l .  I n  fu rthera nce of th is o bject the 
Association  may:-

a.  Deve lop more extended relat ionsh i ps between the 
staff, parents and others associated with the school .  

b .  E ngage i n  activities which support the school  and 
advance the education of  the pup i ls  attend ing  it. 

c. Provide and  assist in the provis ion of faci l it ies o r  
items for education  a t  t h e  school  ( not p rovided 
f ro m stat u t o ry f u n d s )  as t h e  c o m m ittee i n  
consultation  with govern ing  body sha l l  from t ime 
to t ime determi ne. 

The Com mittee consists of Cha i rman,  Vice Chai rman,  
Secretary, Treasurer, 2 staff representatives chosen by 
the staff, 2 school  representatives ( Head, Deputy Head) ,  
and 5 pa rents. 

Discussions h ave been robust with healthy debate over a 
wide range of issues. Fund ra is ing events a re a reg u l a r  
featu re, and  t o  th is end t h e  Ch ristmas Fayre reappeared 
on the school  ca lendar  in  Decem ber, 1 995. This was 
pr imar i ly  an Antique Fayre with some c raft and  activities 
for pupi ls; a bly o rgan ised by Angela Wa lsham. 

Refreshments a re a reg u la r  " i ncome earner" which we 
have cont inued to provide at  var ious school events (school 
d rama prod uctions, summer  prom conce rt) .  

We have suggested I nformation Even ings for parents and 
staff, combi ned with a soc ia l  gathe ring ,  but we need 
topics for d iscussion to be made by you. 

The PSFA d ispenses its fu nds by way of g rant appl ications 
made to the Committee. These a re considered by the 
Head a n d  B u rsa r in order  to e n s u re su i ta b i l ity a n d  
dup l ication o f  fu nd ing from other sou rces. 

PSFA G RANTS MADE D U R I N G  1 996 

To: M a rgaret Fe l l  G i r ls Boarding House 
(Toaster - Sandwich Maker - Kett le)  

To: CDT Depa rtment 
(For  CAD System )  

To: Hort icu lture Department 
(For Weathe r  Stat ion)  

£200.00 

£1 000.00 

£242 . 1 7  

. - . .. 

.--

. " - _ .... . :. . .... ---. ... 

PARENTS STAFF AND FRIENDS OF 

SIBFORD SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 

To: Sports Depa rtment 
(For M u lti Gym Cyc le)  

To:  Texti les Depa rtment 
(S i l k  Frames and Text Books) 

£467 .00 

£300.00 

Parents, staff and friends cont inue  to meet and  s ing  
together  i n  The Chora l  Society. We meet on  Thu rsday 
after school to rehea rse for the var ious events. The 
h igh l ight of the yea r is undoubtedly The Carol Service at 
Ch ristmas when the atmosphere in the school  ha l l  is 
magical .  The Chora l  Society took part in  the Summer  
Prom Concert, when  we sang with The  Banbury Symphony 
O rchestra. Perhaps some of us are re l iv ing our  youth but 
it is fun and a good opportu n ity to meet others and  
exchange news, views i nvolving pup i ls. 

A g ro u p  of pare nts from fou r  fam i l ies have assisted in 
he lp ing the i r  respective sons/daughters represent S ibford 
at the school's Equestria n  Nationa l  One Day Events. The 
evidence is  on  the d isplay boards beside the school  foyer 
opposite the entrance to the h a l l .  

T h e  p u p i l s  took part i n  events h e l d  over Easter a t  Gawcott, 
Bucks and in Sussex at Borde H i l l .  

The co-operat ion o f  both p u p i l s  and parents, and  o u r  Chef 
d 'Equ ipe, Di Howes, is a good example of the objectives 
of o u r  Associat ion.  The tr ip to Sussex i nvo lved sta b l ing  
overn ight, bed and breakfast for adu lts, and  was utterly 
exha ust ing in  the relentless wind and d rivi ng ra i n !  

However, Rachel ,  Caro l i ne, S imon a n d  Robbie equ itted 
themse lves a d m i rably, the i r  horses behaved i m peccably 
and the experience was i nva luable .  

I wou ld  l i ke to record thanks to the " back-room staff" of  
the Howes, Raby, Da les, Garne and Cle land fa mi l ies. 

The PSFA provided Tea & Sympathy for new pa rents at 
the beg i n n i ng of the new school  yea r in Septem ber, 1 996. 
We were unsure of the response at this new venture and  
were completely overwhel med by  the  turn out !  Th is  tota l ly 
v i n d icates the fee l i n g  of the  C o m m ittee that these 
occasions provide a socia l  forum for the excha nge of 
views, op in ions and  i nformation .  We provided a shoulder 
for some and mora l  support for others, particu l a rly those 
l iv ing a broad. 

The o rgan isation is, I fee l ,  at something of a c rossroads. 
Whi lst fund ra is ing is one of the or ig ina l  objectives and 
undoubted ly we need to sha rpen u p  o u r  act i n  th is respect, 
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we a re a lso vital to the fac i l itating of exchange between 
pa rents, staff a n d  fr iends in the fu rthera nce of the  
advancement of  the school .  

The nomination of  a parent, Zara H u nt ingdon,  on to the 
School Comm ittee, has ra ised our  p rofi le  th is  yea r  and 
my g ratitude for a l l  her  efforts and giv ing of her  personal  
t i m e  to att e n d  meet i n g s .  H e r  i n vo lve m e n t  i n  t h e  
appoi ntment of t h e  new Head o f  S ibford was a task not 
envisaged but which clearly demonstrates the co-operation 
between the PSFA and  School Comm ittee. The presence 
of a cu rrent parent at the del i berations of the Committee 
fu lf i l s  the  hopes a n d  a s p i rat ions  of previ o u s  PSFA 
Com m ittees. 

We look forward to welcoming Sue F reestone and working 
with her.  The Comm ittee welcome ideas and suggestions 
from you i n  order to represent and  i m plement the wishes 
of the members of our Assoc iation .  

Jane Cleland - Chairman 

PSFA BOOK AWARDS FOR ACADEMIC 
ACHIEVEMENT 

PRESENTED AT F I NAL ASSE M B LY J U LY 1 996 
by JANE CLELAND CHAI RIPSFA 

Year 2 Ben Carty 1 0.00 

Year 3 Beatrix Wh ite 1 0.00 

Yea r 4 C la i re Prizeman 1 0.00 

Year 5 Jenn ifer Preston 1 0.00 

Year 6 Lucy Duckett 1 0.00 

Year 7 Tamsin  You n g  20.00 

Yea r 8 Dan ie l  Anderson 20.00 

Year 9 James Chen 20.00 

Year 1 0  S ian  Mather 20.00 

Yea r 1 1  Jonathan Evans  and  Sarah Cai nes 20.00 Each 

Yea r 1 2  Hazel Be l l  and  Rosie H i lferty 20.00 Each 

Yea r 1 3  Victor Lau 25.00 

Total £235.00 

� 
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PSFA ANN UAL ACCOU NTS 

August 1 995 to July 1 996 
£ £ 

Open ing balances 
Cu rrent Alc 22 .94 
Deposit Alc 6,363 .96 
National  Savi ngs 3 1 5.27 

Total 

Income 
Su bscr ipt ions 2,935.50 
I nterest 6 1 .42 
O rcha rd C lose fu ndrais i ng 46.80 
Fa i r  447 .77 
L ibra ry Book Appea l 40.00 

Tota l i ncome 3,531 .49 

Grants and expenses 
Bola Ba l l  590.00 
RSPB 60.00 
Rad io m i ke 1 00.00 
M usic fo lde rs 385.00 
Wendy House 600.00 
School Magazi ne 449.63 
Advert is ing 1 75.43 

Tota l expenditure 2,360.06 

Excess of i ncome over expenditure 

Closing balances 
Cu rrent Alc 
Bus iness Alc 
National  Savi ngs 

Tota l 

G ifts i n  k ind :  
Two vouchers each  worth £52 from 

G i l lman  and Soames 

For the coming yea r: 
Outstand ing g ra nts:­

Margaret Fel l  
COT CAD system 
Books for leavers 
Weather station for RS 
M u ltigym cycle 
S i l k  frames and books 
Tota l 
Funds ava i la ble for g rant mak ing :  

Funds expected from closure of 
National  Savings Accou nts 

56.3 1  
7,502 .02 

3 1 5.27 

207.00 
1 ,000.00 

1 74.30 
242. 1 7  
467.00 
300.00 

£ 

6,702 . 1 7  

1 1 7 1 .43 

£7,873.60 

2,390.47 
£5,483. 1 3  

FOSS Accou nts 
£ 

44.58 
7 1 .25 

355.61  

No.  1 38027 1 20 + i nterest 
No.  1 38027 1 2 1  

Sports C lub  

Total 

Aud itors Report:  

No.  1 38053366 + i nterest 

£47 1 .44 

The a bove accounts g ive a n  accu rate view of the financ ia l  
position of the Parents, Staff and Frii3nds of  S ibford School 
Assoc iation .  

S igned 

Septem ber 1 9th 1 996 



OLD 

SCHOLARS' 

NEWS 

"Ye Menne of Sheep-ford wendath withersoever they wi len" 
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PRESIDENTIAL PROFILE 

The 1 997 reunion will be the fifty-first that I ' ve attended since 
leaving Sibford in 1 944. The simplicity of the war-time regime 
had its strong points and I yearn for the tiny SOSA mag. and the 
economy of D. I .Y .  reunions, though would probably not enjoy 
sleeping on the thistle-filled pal liasses in the bel l  tents. 

My S ibford years left me reasonably domesticated, tolerant and 
with an unbiased view of the sexes. I recall a fortnight on the 
Broads: eight old scholars crammed into a six-berth cruiser without 
a single cross word being exchanged during 2 1 0  miles of cruising. 

My first year of higher education was spent at Leeds School of 
Printing. Much of my spare time I spent at the H.Q.  of LV.S.P.  
with whom I did my Alternative National Service as a e.O., doing 
demolition work in London's  docklands, and pick and shovel 
relief work in the Swiss Alps. 

Demob. and i t  was back to B irmingham Col lege of Art to get my 
A.T.D. Three years' freelance si lversmithing was followed by 
thirty-two years' craft teaching. The most rewarding period was 
spent developing modular technology courses with an innovative 
team, in Hertfordshire, involving computer control and robotics 
with pneumatics, fluidics, electronics and mechanics. Technical 
drawing had progressed to Graphic Design with Model making. 
Then came the New Curriculum and definitely time to take early 
retirement. 

Rosamond and I settled in Stratford-upon-A von. I have a cellar­
workshop, where I do wood carving, a computer complex in the 
loft and, as an extension to our tiny garden, an allotment beside the 
canal. 

The Friends' Meeting House is a few paces up the hill and with a 
small meeting, I ' m  actively involved there too. 

New hobbies? Having spent the last three years scuba diving I ' ve 
now replaced this with metal detecting. 

Here is  a little poem that came to me at last year's reunion whilst 
lying in bed. I had just noticed the replacement walnut tree in the 
Paddock and was musing on what the old tree could have told us. 

THE PADDOCK WALNUTS 

There grew a walnU! where we wooed, 

Strange stories told or billed and cooed. 

Oh! horror alld complete dismay, 

For high above us sat Ma J. 

"Don 't move. " she cried, 

With threat imp)ied. 

"I 've watched your tricks. 

Continue thus a minute more; 

A punishmellt ! have in store. 

I 'll drop on you like a tOil of bricks. " 

Alas it was not us who erred. 

The walnut her demise 
preferred. 

It creaked alld groaned, 

Her weight bemoalled. 

III truth there at our very feet 

A new tree now is foulld. 
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l. Pililip Morris 
President 1 996-97 

REUNION ROUND-UP 

The Anllual Reunion was held over the August Ballk Holiday between 
24th alld 27th August 1 996. The weather mallaged to hold fair 
despite dire forecasts. Over the weekend more than 1 90 persons 
attended alld enjoyed an excellent Reunioll. One of SOSA 's best 
kllown supporters is Mavis Stiles (flee Mutch), who was at Sibford 
betweell 1 946-49 alld writes this year's report: 

The 1 9 96 O l d  
Scholars '  R e u n i o n  
was imminent and no 
invi tation had been 
received - had I been 
m i ssed off t h e  
mailing-list o r  had the 
correspondence gone 
walkies? - I settled for 
the latter. 

This year I invited Pat Ethel Wright, Diana Lloyd alld Mavis Stiles 

Parsons (nee Warren) 
to join us. Pat, despite a visit to the Reunion of two years ago, had 
not stayed at Sibford since the 1 940' s. I was at the School with her 
sister Sheila. (Bunny to her friends ! )  

The journey t o  Sibford via Hemel Hempstead was fi l led with many 
emotions. My first drive up and visit was in January 1 946 as a new 
pupil - there was no 'beforehand vetting' of the School in those 
days. We went in Father's Austin Seven, registration number 
CVO 897 (I cannot remember my own car registration number! )  
with trunk firmly roped onto the rear of the car. Then I remembered 
the many times that my late husband David and I had travelled the 
same route to enjoy Old Scholar Reunions at Sibford. How would I 
cope this weekend? 

lames Thompsoll 

A visit  into Fielding House to check 
on the accommodation arrangements 
showed that ninety including the 
helpers (they were bil leted in Nansen 
Boys now refurbished as a girls house 
and renamed Margaret Fel l ,  much to 
the disgust of former Nansenites ! )  
were booked in .  I was sharing a room 
with my grandson Daniel, and Pat 
was in the room opposite on the top 
corridor in Fielding. Oh!  things had 
changed since last year: the inside of 
the House had been redecorated; new 
furniture in the bedrooms and new 
beds - such luxury !  

Fire doors had also been fi tted 
everywhere so may I suggest to the 

powers-that-be that a 'flow trai l '  might be of help in sorting out the 
maze of doors - I did walk in on a sleeping bearded gentleman ( no 
names - no pack dri l l ! )  in the small hours - unintentionally, honest! 

The foam-fil led chairs remain in the lounge - no good for those with 
back problems - and the house kitchen has been enlarged and a fire 
door fitted there too ! 

By coffee time many old scholars and friends had arrived. At lunch 
our President, Margaret Fairnington, welcomed everybody including 
the School Committee guest for the 
weekend, Pat Dannahy. The dining­
room was fi l led with many familiar 
and not-so-famil iar faces; Ashley 
S h i r l i n  had worked so hard to 
encourage many younger old scholars 
to attend the Reunion - well done 
Ashley. 

The Annual General Meeting was well 
at tended.  It is good t o  see the 
Committee wel l  supported, they work 
very hard on our behalf. One of the 
main i ssues was the change of date for lo Butcher (nee Farqulwr) 



Rebecca Hare, Ashley Shirlin and Nicola Grimes 

the 1 997 Reunion (it  has been held at the August Bank Holiday for 
many years) to the Spring Bank Holiday at the end of May. Make a 
note of the new date in your diary now! 

The Leslie Baily Address was given by Peter McCurdy, no stranger 
to those of us who were at S ibford 1 962-67. Peter has been responsible 
for the reconstruction of the Globe Theatre at Southwark and his 
fascinating talk was supported with very clear slides. (I wonder how 
many old scholars remember the late George Edwards pointing out 
the site of the original Globe Theatre during one of his London 
walks.) lan Weatherhead hopes to take a party of interested old 
scholars to the Theatre early next year. 

The chi ldren, including our President' s two grandsons Barnabas 
and Nathaniel, had great fun during the ' Happy Hour' mainly thanks 
to H ilary Waterfield, and what would we do without the back-up 
from Russell Steed and his audio equipment? There was comment 
from the chi ldren "What happened to all the other adults?" - you 
were missed but no doubt enjoying the President ' s  Party ! 

Without Choral, Sunday would not be the same, but rumour said 
that it was cancelled as no pianist could be found - shame on us old 
scholars ! Nevertheless two-dozen-or-so found themselves in the 
Oliver Studio without music, one copy of Songs of Praise and two 
sheets of hymns. Oiana Lloyd found middle C on the piano and 
Choral began ! Our School Committee guest, Pat Oannahy, sang a 
song which she had recently learnt whilst in Italy at an international 
non-violent communication study group: 

Sing us beautiful 
Each and every day 

Sing liS beautiful 
III our own sweet way 

I see God ill you 
I know God in me 

So sing LIS beautiful 

We then all joined in .  

The Meeting House at the Gower was soon filled - again so many 
memories of speakers and messages down the years - I wish I could 
remember them al l .  I t  is  encouraging to find so many chi ldren 
joining the first part of the Meeting. Afterwards refreshments and 
time for a chat and an ideal setting for photographs. Having driven 
our School Committee guest to the Meeting House I returned with 
her via Temple Mi l l  and the Crabtrees' smallholding where we saw 
their collection of rare-breed sheep and pigs; stroked the cows and 
Shafer hens; viewed the gander and his newly-acquired lady friend 
and the lovely HaFninger pony. It is good to make time to look and 
l isten. 

Sports in the Sports Hall after Sunday roast proved popular for 
players and spectators alike, under Guy Kingham's professional 
guidance. It is good to see all age groups mixing. The young old 
scholars are very supportive towards the young offsprings of old 
scholars and their friends. Some crept off for a swim in  the recently 
re-roofed, at enormous expense, swimming pool. 

The lawn at Holly House makes an ideal setting for afternoon tea -
diets are thrown to the wind when faced with a large collection of 

home-made cakes - the last one sadly as guests 
of John and Susie Ounston. They were in the 
middle of moving to pastures new. 

I have a great affection for Holly House which 
used to be the home of Roland and Eva Herbert. 
I was invited to Sunday dinner during my first 
term where I found their daughter Margaret 
was visiting and who was responsible for my 
attending Sibford, as I had met her in Yorkshire 
the previous year. I also slept in Holly House 
for two terms, which was partly used as girls' 
accommodation during the forties and fifties. GIIY Kinghalll 

After tea, more chats and croquet and then it was all smiles for the 
annual group photograph - thank you Russell and lan. 

President ' s  Choice was a collection of poetry for the young and not 
so young delivered with a difference by Jill and Barry Wilsher. 
Their performance was most entertaining and gave poetry a new 
meaning. 

Many old scholars supported the theme ' Bad Taste' at the fancy 
dress barbecue. I never fai l  to be amazed at the different 
interpretations at a fancy dress - often a lot ofthought and organisation 
for such a l imited time. I do not think the three ladies dressed and 
heading for the Red Light area of London managed to get any 
further than the Elm. (Sorry you were embarrassed on the stairs by 
the fashion parade, Ashley l )  

In  the 1 950s w e  all walked t o  the E l m  for rockets three nights 
running - no l ifts in cars in  that era. Nevertheless i t  was a lovely 
moonlit night and we gave a good account of ourselves. 

Monday morning was bright but on the chil ly side. After breakfast 
the cars, fi l led with drivers and passengers, set off on the annual 
Treasure Hunt organised this year by Raymond and Ann Bond. It 
was good to see them visibly involved in a Reunion once again .  Lisa 
Waterfield and family were the last to go and were able to take on 
board a stranded Julian Sandiford. The Treasure Hunt was won by 
Ruth Aldworth (nee Liz lones), which was some l ittle consolation 
for having had her car broken into the day before - even S ibford is 
no longer immune from vandals. Al l  the entrants said how much 
they had enjoyed the route of the Treasure Hunt. 

After lunch the afternoon walk of one-and-three-quarter-hours 
duration was led and paced by Michael Van B lankenstein, most of 
us need to take two paces to M ichael ' s  one! I understand that all the 
walkers enjoyed the excursion through the Oxfordshire countryside, 
many returning with red faces from the exertion. 

For the less energetic there was an invitation to visit Arnold and Ina 
Lamb's garden in  Sibford Ferris. I have watched their garden develop, 
since their retirement from farm ing, with great i nterest and 
admiration. Their bungalow was built on land which had been part 
of the garden that once belonged to Malvern House, which had been 
the home of Or. Richard Routh, the son of S ibford's  first Head. 
Hidden in the undergrowth was his neglected and rare Victorian 
alpine rockery which is now alive with many exotic and interesting 
plants and the rock-pool is home to much wildl ife. Another section 
of the garden contains a collection of wild flowers and the vegetable 

The YOl/ng brigade 
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III Amold alld Ilia Lamb's garden - lallet Steed, leall 
Osbome, Arnold Lamb, Mavis Stiles alld David Haines 
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Tea Time! Hugo Finley et al 

plot was looking very productive. This garden gives a sense of 
peace and contentment and holds many happy memories for me. 
The Lamb' s  garden, which is known as 'Back Acre ' ,  along with 
others in the vil lage, has been open under the National Gardens 
scheme for the last few years. 

B ack at Fielding a welcome cup of tea was served and while the 
younger children enjoyed a special tea, the rest of us dressed ready 
for drinks with the President, followed by the Presidential Dinner. 

Mark Harrison, the Catering Manager, did us proud with the menu -
marinated mushrooms and crusty bread, chicken supreme in a grape, 
cream and rosemary sauce or stuffed aubergines, all served with 
new potatoes, honey glazed carrots and a Mediterranean vegetable 
medley, raspberry flan and cream, and finally coffee and mint 
chocolates. Mark has been promoted, so sadly i t 's  goodbye. 

I sat at a table with three Pats - Dannahy, Grimes and Parsons - I did 
wonder if  laughing-gas had been added to our water, as my sides 
ached by the end of the meal. Apologies for disturbing the peace of 
the other diners ! 

Pat Grimes then introduced the President who gave a very touching 
address - one can know someone for years but really know very l ittle 
of their l ife. The School Committee guest responded to the President's 
address by thanking old scholars for a lovely weekend - she was 
certainly a l ive wire and has become a paid-up member of SOSA. 
The retiring Head also said a few words and read a passage from 
Paul Eddington' s  autobiography, describing the conditions and the 
food when he was at S ibford between 1 937-43. (Our President, 
hailing from the same era, confirmed Paul ' s  writings !) John Dunston 
continued by presenting Irene Coxon-Smith and Jeanne Southam 
with a small gift each as a thankyou for their support and for all the 
cakes that they had baked during his period of Headship. 

M argaret introduced us to the incoming Head, Sue Freestone, who 
had accepted an invitation to attend the Presidential Dinner. We 
sincerely hope her period at Sibford wi l l  be long, successful, healthy 
and happy. 

The President then gave a vote of thanks to Mark Harrison and his 
staff for feeding the inner man and to the Committee and all those 
who had helped towards a successful Reunion. The prizes were also 
handed out to the winner of the Treasure H u nt, Ruth Aldworth, and 
to the winner of the Table Tennis Tournament, John Farr. 

Once the tables had been cleared it was time for Auld Lang Syne and 
Rockets and not forgetting Mini-Rockets - another successful 
weekend was drawing to a close. 

Tuesday morning is always a l i ttle flat - bags to pack, goodbyes to 
say and the homeward journey. I was able to hide my emotions 
behind my video camera, or 'Toy' as Mike Finch calls it. I felt  rather 
alone as the rest of my family were visiting my daughter Julia in  
Australia - Oh ! and by the way what happened to  the young old 
scholar who met up with my grand-daughter Charlotte at S ingapore 
Airport - you were on your way to S ibford for the Reunion? . . . .  but 
which Reunion? 

Postscript 

Since my early childhood I have had a spelling problem - I would 
get the cane weekly at my Primary school by the Headteacher 
simply because of this - and it resulted in my having a "hang up " 
about it over many years. 

I studied horticulture at Aylesbury college for many years but felt 
unable to take the RHS examinations. For some time Pat Grimes 
had tried persuading me to be assessedfor Dyslexia and so eventually, 
last November at the age of sixty-two, I visited the Dyslexia Institute 
at Staines and, after nearly two hours of tests, it was found that I 
have a typical Dyslexic pattern. 

The psychologist complimented me on the way I have unknowingly 
handled the problem - I even managed to pass the School Certificate 
in 1 949 - and he said he thought it was brave of me to pay him a 
visit! Sibford staff have been helping children with Dyslexic problems 
for thirty years-or-so, but unfortunately I was born too early to take 
advantage of their expertise. The weekend report has been a difficult 
challenge! 

RACHAEL DA VIS gives a recent leaver's perspective of the 
Reunion: 

The 1 996 old scholars Reunion 
was the third I have attended since 
leaving Sibford in  1 993.  I first 
attended the weekend simply 
because 'a l l  my friends were 
going' ,  and I knew it would be 
the last opportunity to see many 
of them before beginning my A 
l e v e l  s t u d i e s .  I was  t o ta l l y  
unprepared for the young old 
scholar's experience! 

Every year I arri ve with Paul Levy Rachael Davis and El/en Sal way 
and Chris Legg on the Friday 
afternoon and meet the committee. Then Julie Greenhil l ,  Mike 
Herm and Guy Kingham help us settle i n  by taking us for pre­
weekend drinks at the B ishop Blaize! There is quite a strong core of 
young old scholars from '93 and this year i t  was great to see more 
1 995 leavers attending the Reunion. 

I have always found that the more I join in  with the events of the 
weekend, the more I enjoy the Reunion. Apart from serving hundreds 
of cups of tea, and waiting at the Presidential dinner, the events we 
always participate in are the Golden Doll Trophy Hockey Match, 
and the Motor Treasure Hunt. ( My first year, about twenty Young 
Old Scholars were squashed into a minibus, adding a few local 
taverns to the route ! )  This year Paul, Chris and I excelled ourselves, 
fol lowing the whole route twice and still fai l ing to answer the first 
question! This year was the first time I have attended the Leslie 
Baily address. The topic was the restoration of the Globe Theatre, 
which was of special interest to me, due to the fact that I am 
studying Drama at Aberystwyth University. 

I have always found that there is  something so special about the 
SOSA weekend. The affection amongst friends, often spanning 
decades, is truly awe-inspiring. I feel very lucky and honoured to be 
part of a network that extends to almost every corner of the Earth, 

iulie Greenhill alld Nicola Grimes puzzle it out. 
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and I often meet people with Sibford connections during my travels. 

For all the young old scholars who feel that the weekend could be 
potentially boring and authoritarian, I recommend that you try it 
once; party with us, celebrate S ibford's  long and proud tradition, 
and I can promise you' l l  be hooked for l ife, like myself and other 
friends' 

EASTER YEAR GROUP REUNION 

Ashley Shirlin writes 

Once again the old scholars in their late twenties to early fort ies met 
for a reunion. To make a change to the previous London venues, on 
the T.S.  Queen Mary and Jamie' s Wine Bar we decided to brave a 
weekend at the School. Considering how few people had been back 
to Sibford we were extremely pleased that 1 20+ people came along. 

A few of us arrived on the Friday as an advance party. Unfortunately 
sl ightly too lengthy a planning session at the Bishop B laize that 
evening resulted in our fragile greeting of the first arrivals on 
Saturday morning. Once again people travelled from far and wide to 
attend with people coming from Australia, B runei, the USA and, of 
course, all four corners of Britain. 

Lunch was a quiet affair as most people remember the dining room 
as being at the Manor, rather than behind Fielding, and a feeling of 
disorientation was apparent. Sti l l ,  as familiar faces appeared the 
atmosphere became more relaxed and the afternoon was devoted to 
rel iving old memories around the school. A non-Sibford friend of 
mine who came along was particularly i nterested in someone's 
stories relating to Lister Boys' bike sheds and the garden at the 
Manor. Although we always attract people for the first time each 
year this was the fourth or fifth of these gatherings and so there is far 
less reminiscing amongst the 80 or so who have attended the majority 
of the Reunions and more chat about the previous year's events. 

Following tea the usual pre-Hop preparations took place much as 
they had done some 20+ years ago, although the aroma of 'Brut' had 
now been replaced by that of 'Aramis' ! The School had kindly 
arranged a bar next to the Tuck Shop and so the evening commenced 
with a leisurely drink and a chat. Simon Austing and his band 
performed in the old gym (now the Oliver Studio). This was foll owed 
by a traditional Hop with Jenny Charlier and Catherine Hunt, amongst 
others, manning the disco. The music may have changed from Jimi 
Hendrix, Gary Glitter and The Jam to Garage, House etc. but 
otherwise things were much as they once were for a few hours. 

About 1 .00 a .m.  it was time to return to the dorms and common 
rooms around the School. We had arranged to sleep people in 
Fielding and Penn, Lister and NANSEN boys, although as to whether 
the sleeping plan was adhered to is anyone' s  guess. In any event 
several parties took place although I can only comment on the one in 
Penn. Twenty or so of us retired to the common room to chat and do 
sil ly things. Nat\llie Carapetian agreed to wear her hot pants in  
return for donations to  charity. My chum Bart then col lected a 
greater amount by wearing the same item of clothing. Stephen 
Johnson told some outrageous jokes, Edwina Bezant expanded our 
vocabulary of insults and we concluded with Rockets. By now dawn 
was approaching and reality had begun to set in, so a search party 
was raised to discover the whereabouts of a certain Mr. Gebbett 
who, true to form, was found loitering outside the Manor. He had 
presumably forgotten that the girls had left twenty years ago. 

Breakfast was a quiet affair although the as(orted offspring of the 
Ivan Clark, Rowena Pugmire and 
Carmel Price famil ies tried their best 
to l iven up the proceedings. 

Slowly but surely bodies began to 
surface, pack and go home although, 
should the School wonder who the 
comatose bodies in Lister are, please 
return them to the Little and Clarke 
and C o l l i n son fam i l ies  after  
re minding them to pay for their 
accommodation. 

The final gathering was at the Pear 
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Tree in Hook Norton where ' Doss' (John Gilchrist) was rumoured 
to imbibe each Sunday lunch time, but presumably he had been pre­
warned and did not appear, much to the disappointment of Alun 
Evans, Ann Pollock and Kevin and Anna McGeoghegan amongst 
others. We had a great time, possibly the best so far of these events, 
and we should like to thank the School for their hospitality (and 
understanding). 

THE 1 996 PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 

Given by Margaret Fairnington on the 26th August 1996. 

Before [ came to Sibford, aged ten years, I had absorbed an exciting 
vision of what boarding-school l ife would be like from books by 
Angela B razi l  - a l l  midnight feasts and madcap japes and 
opportunities to be a heroine. Also, as all lessons would be on the 
premises I wouldn't have to get up so early ! 

In these respects, of course, Sibford was a deep disappointment. 
However, the introduction was consoling. A number of us were sent 
here a few days early to escape from the bombing and we were able 
to feel that this was fun, until term began and everyone else arrived. 

Alas, I didn't  take to boarding-school l ife and home l ife was slipping 
away. My parents, under cover of war-time needs, had real ly  
separated but  without ever saying so .  They both kept moving around 
and I found myself spending the longed-for holidays with various 
relatives, with or without my immediate family, sometimes after 
last-minute decisions by distant adults. 

I became quite unable to concentrate on any work and left school a 
year early. Whose decision this was I never knew but I certainly felt 
gui lty about everything, the way that chi ldren do. It took a long time 
to recover from all this, bit-by-bit and many years, before I realised 
that my troubles were not all rooted in school !  

So why did  I ever come back to  SOSA Reunions? Wel l,  one reason, 
I think, was my happy memories of the Reunions that used to take 
pla'ce at Whits un, every other year. The School was in session (no 
home leave in  those days ! )  and the old scholars were bil leted in the 
vi l lage but shared many of their activities with us children. I 
remember getting to know several friendly adults on walks and 
picnics, and enjoying their entertainments. Besides, the atmosphere 
was changed for the weekend and the food improved! Then I was 
prodded by Judith Kelf-Cohen ( Kelly),  who had been one of the pre­
school starters too, and who now l ived near to me and she brooked 
no argument and, of course, the experience was lovely. 

Like School itself, everything was pretty spartan and that was, in a 
way, part of the fun .  We slept in various degrees of discomfort, in 
School or vil lage; did al l  the chores and catered for ourselves; 
walked for miles; Rockets at the Elm every night; roared with 
laughter during all the formal activities - AGM ' s  were hi larious! 
And, of course, we flirted al l  the time. (Some things don' t  change ! )  
Frank Ro.llett was good at leading walks through a kissing-gate and 
explaining the custom. Brian Hooper came in a car (a car ! )  which 
was an open top, sporty number. Its' doors were fastened shut with 
string, so he and his privileged passenger had to climb over them!  

It was a wonderful way for us to  re-discover ourselves, and each 
other, as young adults. I suppose it is the very happy memories of 
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those Reunions and their healing friendliness that has attached me 
so strongly to SOSA. I love coming, every time, and feel a special 
connection with everyone I ' ve known from those early gatherings, 
as well as with the people I have known since childhood. 

Of course, the School itself had helped and had formed my character, 
much more than I could see when I was young. Reflecting on my life 
and the Sibford connections, I suddenly had a vision of some richly 
embroidered Indian cloth - velvet perhaps, or silk - with lots of 
colours and patterns, bright and dark and l i ttle discs of mirror sewn 
into it here and there. Coloured threads from teachers and others 
were woven in and out; beginnings of patterns, re-appearing and 
developing at different stages, formed a large web. The pieces of 
mirror were moments of serendipity, of recognition of something 
that was right for me. 

In  the dark band that was my chi ldhood I saw gleaming bits: times 
of l istening to classical music, of learning to play the piano, of 
taking part in plays. My favourite lessons were Art and English. 
Barrie and Sheila Naylor started all  this off! Three other English 
teachers have all  inspired me tremendously, two of them here at 
Sibford, the third I met at a much later stage. 

After Barrie left we had the amazing, flamboyant Spaniard Casto 
Alonso - instantly christened ' Bonzo ' .  He was only here for two 
years but had a profound effect on me and on many others. His 
energy and enthusiasm, his dark good looks, his eccentric clothes -
about twenty years in advance of his time - were stunning. He taught 
by encouraging creative writing in groups and he also made us 
aware of political ideas and organised debates and discussions. His 
daughter, Leonora, born at that time, is now a music adviser for 
schools in London and is a member of my Meeting, where she 
greatly encourages all the children. 

Then there was Gladys Burgess, who had presence! She would walk 
into a lively classroom and stand there for a moment and we would 
all become quiet and attentive. Her lessons were meticulously 
prepared, we had a thorough grounding in grammar and literature, 
wrote our own poetry and criticism and acted in c lassroom 
Shakespeare and school plays under her direction. She insisted on 
original thinking and writing and tried to draw out everyone's  best ­
and more. 

Last summer, I attended a Shakespeare week at Woodbrooke, the 
Quaker col lege in Birmingham, and heard Peter McCurdy give his 
story of the reconstruction of the Globe Theatre. At the end of it he 
mentioned casually that he'd been at S ibford. What a wonderful 
moment that was ! On the same course, l i l l  Wilsher, who with her 
husband Barry gave us our President's choice this weekend, was 
one of the tutors, taking us through exciting acting workshops. 

Another teacher who looms large in my memory is  Frank Parkin. I 
don' t  think I actually learned any maths or geography, both of 
which he officially taught, but when-ever he could be diverted (not 
difficult) into his real interests which were: large-scale world 
events; possible outcomes of power struggles between America and 
Russia; Chinese population expansion, or a slight tilt in the earth's 
axis - he was riveting and mind-expanding. 

I suppose it was subversive. The War was going on but we were kept 
muffled from its news. Radios were heard only rarely and the one 

After Meeting. Hugh Maw. Christine Weather/lead. Philip Manasseh. 
Guy Kingham. Nick Bennet!, Dap17.ne Maw and Paul Framplon 

Don Ryan. Mike Farr and lim Hilling 

newspaper available was The Times, which possibly didn' t  attract 
many readers at School - certainly not me! 

I t  is interesting to reflect on subversion. Early Quaker history, 
which we learned about for a whole year from Dorothy B righam, is 
ful l  of resistance to punishing authority. Ordinary, humble people 
who courageously and stubbornly accepted the consequences of 
their own refusal to conform. More recent h istory, that of 
conscientious objectors in the first world war, had given us,  here at  
Sibford, two such heroes, though neither of them ever mentioned 
this. Frank Parkin had been a soldier when i t  came to him that ki l l ing 
was wrong. He could have been shot for that, as indeed many were. 
He spent some years in prison i nstead. The Headmaster of my time, 
Arthur lohnstone, had been in Dartmoor along with Harold Pugmire 's  
father and uncle, as  indeed was Claire Smith's  father and also 
Wilfred Littleboy, after whom one of the dormitories is named. 
Harold tel ls me that the prison was cleared for them - "one thousand 
of the best brains in the country". 

By the Second World War, official thinking had changed enough so 
that ' Bonzo' had been excused mil itary service because he had 
friends in many countries whom he might meet in battle. A Quaker 
school was, nevertheless, a subversive unit in time of war. For some 
of the boys who had to face m i litary service when they were 
eighteen, the dilemmas must have been agonising, every choice of 
conscience meaning a defiance of one authority or another. 

In the state of mind that I was in when I left school, finally, at fifteen 
and with no certificates, I had few choices. I came to London and 
started working i n  a big shop, which I hated. London was 
unbelievably drab at that time, just after the war, and when the shop 
I worked in was shut, so was everything else. However, I found a 
Saturday afternoon drawing class at St.  Martin's School of Art and 
eventually was accepted as a full-time student. In those days, art was 
something you could take up if you weren't academic and I remember 
some very fine painters who could hardly explain anything in  
words. 

It is actually very difficult to put into words things that are expressed 
in colours and shapes and l ines; i l lusions of space and form, l ight 
and shade, atmosphere and mood. One absorbs these slowly, by 
experience and reflection, l ike understanding Quakerism. I t  was a 
marvellous discovery for me - but curtailed by my parents' emigration 
to South Africa. I would not go. 

lanet Sewell. Irene Coxon-Smilll al/d leal/l1e Southam 
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There fol lowed several struggling years, doing al l  sorts of things to 
earn a l iving and trying to paint. I was suddenly asked to teach two 
evening classes, which I accepted before I had time to pani c !  I found 
myself to be a natural teacher and particularly aware of the difficulties 
of people coming to study from all kinds of backgrounds and coping 
with many kinds of obstacles at home. When I was about nine I 
wanted to be a missionary. Well ,  I teach l ike a missionary, trying to 
open peoples' eyes. 

My dark periods of frustration, despair and struggle have been 
enriched by many coloured. threads of friendship and chance, 
changing the pattern. Doing A levels  at forty healed a lot of my inner 
conviction that everyone was educated except me. Bright mirrors 
have reflected my inner self at moments of recognition: finding 
painting, teaching and religion - coming to Meeting after years of 
atheism - and love. The deaths and i llnesses of loved ones have been 
compensated for by the births of my grandsons. And I ' ve amazingly 
found love again, and I feel connected and secure. 

I THE 20TH LESLIE BAILY ADDRESS I 
This year's Leslie Baily Address was given by an Old Scholar 
Peter McCurdy, who was at Sibford between 1 962-67. Peter 
has his own company who specialise in historic timber-framed 
buildings and has been responsible for the design and 
construction of the new Globe Theatre at Southwark in London. 
The address covers his fascinating and inspiring story of the 
reconstruction and follows in the splendid traditions of Sibford's 
excellent Arts and Crafts heritage. 

O n  leaving Sibford Peter 
completed his education at the 
local Grammar school and then 
trained in A rchitecture and 
Ca b in e t  M a k ing. Th ese 
disciplines led almost naturally 
to his work in the analysis, repair 
and conservation of historic 
timber-framed buildings. He has 
been involved in that field since 
1 9 7 7  a n d  s e t  up h is o w n  
specialist company M cCurdy 
and Co. in 1 979. 

He has worked on a variety of 
historic timber buildings for 
m u s e u m s ,  p rese rva tion 
organisations etc. both in this 
country and the U.5.A. 

He was awarded a Churchill 

Peter McCurdy travel fellowship in 1 983 to 
c o n t i n u e  h is research i n to 

historic buildings in Canada and the U.S.A. 

THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE GLOBE 
THEATRE 
INTRODUCTION 

Leading UK timber-frame specialist Pete� McCurdy has now 
nearly completed the fabrication and on-site erection of the 
basic framework for the reconstruction of Shakespeare's 
'Wooden 0'.  The Globe Theatre, an open air, polygonal  
playhouse, where over a thousand people will  soon be able to 
sit in three covered gal leries, with a further 500 stan ding in the 
yard, wil l  use timber from more than 1 000 English oak trees. 
The 'Wooden 0' measures 1 00ft across and 54ft to the top of 
the stage and would, i f  uncoiled, represent a building over 
400ft long. 

To work on the re-creation of Shakespeare's Globe Theatre 
represents perhaps the most chal lenging, exciting and at times 
probably the most frustrating timber-framed project on site i n  
the UK. Peter McCurdy has worked o n  the detailed design, 
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fabrication and erection of the entire timber structure which 
began back i n  1 98 9 .  However, for US film d i rector Sam 
Wanamaker, the project's original inspiration a nd driving force, 
the Globe was a personal crusade dating back a further 40 
years. 

Sam Wanamaker's quest began i n  1 949, when on a visit to 
London in search of the remains of Shakespeare's great theatre, 
he found only a plaque on a brewery wall near the banks of the 
River Thames marking the spot of the original Globe Playhouse. 
Wanamaker, a lover of Shakespeare, was amazed at the lack of 
a permanent monument and vowed to build an authentic 
reconstruction of the Globe as a fitting tribute to England's 
famous playwright a nd dramatist. He immediately set about 
this Herculean task, which would occupy him until his early 
death in 1 993,  trying to generate interest, secure a suitable site 
and to raise funds for the project. 

Final ly, in 1 970, there were signs of progress; the Shakespeare 
Globe Trust was established to raise funds, with HRH Prince 
Phi lip as the Patron and Sir John Gielgud as the Honorary 
President. The same year the local council in Southwark offered 
the Trust a 0 . 8  acre site, at a peppercorn rent, beside the R iver 
Thames at Bankside, opposite St Paul's Cathedral. Initially the 
professional team was Pentagram Design as overall project 
architects, Buro Happold as Structural & Services Engineers 
and Boyden & Co as Quantity Surveyors. 

The next few years represented a frustrating period, with 
numerous political, legal and practical problems, which meant 
that actual construction work didn't start o n  site until  1 9 87, 
although during this time shreds of i llustrative material and 
historical documentation were beginning to come to light. 

The particular challenge facing all  those involved with the 
reconstruction of the Globe was the lack of real detailed evidence 
of what the theatre actually looked like or how it had been 
built. This is always the vital starting point for any reconstruction 
project and normally i nvolves months of painstaki ng research 
in order to build up a picture of what a historic building might 
have looked l ike. This conscientious a nd thorough process 
marks the difference between a sense of integrity and informed 
approach to an historic reconstruction, compared with that of 
mere stage-set fabrication. 

A further difficulty was that the original Globe Theatre, built 
by master carpenter Peter Street i n  1 5 99, burned to the ground 
within 14 years, after a spark from a cannon being used during 
a performance ignited the thatched roof. However, a similar 
but sl ightly more elaborate theatre was immediately rebuilt o n  
the same foundations a n d  this t i m e  stood u n t i l  1 642 when i t  
w a s  closed a nd pulled down b y  the Puritans, along with other 
theatres of the period. 

PRELIMINARY RESEARCH 

As soon as McCurdy & Co was brought into the Globe team, 
to assist with their initial research Peter McCurdy began to 
draw on five familiar areas of i n formation: contemporary 
panoramic views and maps; il lustrations of other theatres of 
the period; documentary evidence - such as building contracts 
and accounts; examination of some of the stock of surviving 
buildings of a similar date; and the Company's special ist 
understanding and knowledge of the carpentry methodology 
which was in use in England for between 600-700 years. 

A nalysis of an i l l ustration by Hollar, showing London with the 
second Globe from the top of Southwark Cathedral, enabled 
scholar John Orrel to propose the theory that the overall 
diameter of the theatre was 99ft. Consulting with McCurdy's 
own k nowledge of carpenters' setting-out procedures of the 
day, a final dimension of 1 00ft was established. Secondly, by 
looking at i l lustrations of the similarly dated Swan Theatre and 
Norden's view showing the first Globe, some idea of the interior 
arrangement of three levels of galleries, and a stage with a 
projecting roof, began to emerge. Some of these features such 



as courtyards and timber-frame gal leries can still be seen i n  
surviving coaching inns,  which a s  a b u i l d i n g  form were 
forerunners of the open air playhouse. 

On the archaeological front u n fortunately little could be 
discovered, as the actual foundations of the origin a l  Globe lie 
beneath existing buildings. Likewise the remains of the nearby 
contemporary Rose Theatre a re covered over by a large modern 
office block, the policy of the day being to leave the remains 
underground until such time as they may be excavated and 
conserved properly. 

Documentary evidence was more helpful, as building contracts 
exist in full ,  giving precise instructions to the Master Builders 
of both the Fortune Theatre, also built by Peter Street, a year 
after the Globe i n  1 600, and also the Hope Theatre, built in 
1 6 1 3 .  These not only detail the depth of auditorium bays as 
1 2ft 6ins from front to back and give the floor to floor heights 
of 1 2ft for the ground floor, 1 1  ft for the first and 9ft for the 
second floor, but also give sizes for some of the key timbers and 
indicate the quality and type of materials to be used. 

Peter McCurdy regarded examination of some of the stock of 
surviving buildings as a primary source of information, especially 
in the case of the Globe, bearing i n  mind the lack of other 
tangible evidence. By looking at other buildings of the same 
period in London, one can understand methodology, carpentry 
techniques and other skills in use by the City of London 
carpenters around this date. I n  addition to his  extensive 
knowledge and records of historic timber-framed buildings 
Peter McCurdy visited more than 50 further buildings, making 
survey drawings and recording sizes of timbers and jointing 
arrangements, to build up an overal l  picture of the sort o f  
timber details being used at the time. 

In particular McCurdy's current work o n  the design of the 
tyring or stage house and stage canopy has involved trying to 
find similar examples of how to span the vast distance of more 
than 40ft, which is similar to that of Hampton Court Great 
Hall .  Secondly, the design and construction of a polygonal 
building, like the Globe, presents interesting chal lenges in terms 
of the setting out of the constructional details at key connections. 
McCurdy travelled throughout England and even Wales to 
examine a whole range of polygonal buildings ranging from 
chapter houses and dovecotes to market crosses and guild hal ls, 
whilst a former royal hunting lodge built by Henry VIII in 
Epping Forest provided an exact model for the Globe Theatre 
stair towers. 

After many months of preliminary research Peter McCurdy 
was able to agree the basic di mensions, design and layout of the 
Globe with John Greenfield,  the project a rchitect from 
Pentagram Design. On plan the Theatre would be 1 00ft in 
diameter giving a circumference of 300ft made up from 20 
sides o r  bays, each three storeys high, thatched in Norfolk reed 
with l ime plaster. In front of the tyring house the covered stage 
was to project into the centre of the circle, its canopy roof 
spanning an awesome 46ft and supported o n  only two round 
timber columns.  

FABRICATION AND ERECTION OF THE FRAME 

In 1 992 McCurdy & Co went to select oak timber for the first 
two bays of the frame, some of which came from the famous 
Forest of Dean. A s  the Globe reconstruction is a long-term 
monument, compared with the original which was built as a 
speculative building for entrepreneurs, it was agreed that the 
timber frame should be entirely of English oak, although the 
possibility of using softwood for some seating and other 
secondary elements is still  being discussed. 

Once felled the wood was converted and delivered to McCurdy's 
workshops in Stanford Dingley where the first sections of the 
theatre were set out ful l  size. As the availability of funding has 
controlled the rate of progress of the project this has meant that 
normally only two o r  four bays could be worked on at any one 
time, a fact which al lowed the workshops to accommodate the 
necessary sections of the structure. 

As experienced by Peter Street and his carpenters back in 1 5 99, 
McCurdy & Co were working with unseasoned, green timber 
which was not square. Carpenters throughout time have had to 
evolve systems for setting out their buildings and for marking 
j oints which take account of the fact that they are working with 
material  which is not square, this being one of the principal 
differences between joinery and cabinet making. Furthermore 
every scribed j oint is unique and identified with a carpenter's 
numeral as seen o n  historic timbers. 

For practical and cost reasons most operations began by using 
modern tools, although virtually everything is finished by hand. 
The Company also has a policy o f  setting out and dimensioning 
the structure using 'rods', both in the workshop and on site, 
which as wel l  as being the traditional method is a lso least likely 
to cause errors in reading measurements. This is particularly 
important i n  a circular building where a n y  errors could 
accumulate into a disaster where both ends meet. 

Initially, i n  January 1 9 92, McCurdy & Co was asked to make 
the first two demonstration bays in the basement of the site. 
Nearly a year later, after the concrete slab had been laid, at 
piazza level, the scene was set for the erection of the first four 
bays o n  their permanent site. The timber was to be erected onto 
brick plinths, using replicas of a brick found o n  the site of the 
Rose Theatre. Once the bricks had been laid in their lime 
mortar Peter McCurdy began the crucial task of setting the sills 
on which the timber structure woul d  be supported. As the 
structure is al l  prefabricated off-site it was vital that the si l ls be 
set absolutely level as there would be no further opportunity 
for correction at the erection stage. 

The primary timbers of the structure were actually erected and 
positioned using fairly sophisticated modern technology such 
as tower cranes and scaffolding. This was to ensure that the 
building was put u p  as professionally and safely as possible but 
it hasn't compromised the final result. Peter McCurdy's historical 
knowledge was vital in this stage of the work as there is an 
implied sequence in the way that a complicated structure, such 
as the Globe, must be both fabricated and erected. This also 
dictates the way that things go together. However this ideal 
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sequence was compl icated by the fact that the programme of 
work on site has a lso been dictated by other factors such as 
availabil ity of funding and the events to mark Shakespeare's 
birthday. The first four bays were built in pairs, either side of 
what would eventually be the stage, which was not the logical 
sequence and has led to a few practical hiccups in terms of 
joint ing up later bays. 

The Globe will  be the first major build i ng erected i n  central 
London, since the Great Fire of 1 666, to have a thatched roof. 
This has q u ite natura l ly caused m uch debate over the necessary 
fire engineering and proofing measu res which have had to be 
incorporated in the final design . This has now been resolved 
between Pentagram and the fire a uthorities, with some minor 
design modifications to the roof, and the bays have duly been 
thatched. 

Plastering began i n  May 1 994 and again this i nvolved a 
significant amount of research into materials and techniques 
used ll1 contemporary buildings. The final  choice has been a 
mixture of li me, sand aggregate and either cow or goat hair 
which is appl ied to the laths with n o  cement or setting agent. 

' 

Peter McCurdy's company is presently working on the Stair  
Towers, the Stage and Tyring House and secondary items such 
as the floor structure and staves for the lath and p laster infi l l .  
The Sheldonian Theatre in Oxford has provided the model for 
the design of the raked seating and the balusters are being made 
on a traditional pole lathe and turned from riven oak.  

Sam Wanamaker's original d ream of bui lding a faithful and 
a uthentic reconstruction of the Globe Theatre has grown into a 
major project called the International Shakespeare Globe Centre. 
This complex of inter-related buildings which spread across the 
one-acre site at Bankside is intended to serve the world's keen 
interest in the performance of Shakespeare and also to become 
a new tourist attraction for London .  The focus will of course be 
the Globe Theatre itself but a lso planned is  an Education 
Centre; a n  aud io-visual Archive & Library; the I n igo Jones - an 
elegant indoor private theatre, built to the great architect's 
surviving design, which will be used for concerts, poetry readings, 
1 7th Century plays, lectures and recitals; a small Cinema and 
Lecture Hall running regu lar fi lm and television programmes 
and finally a Grand Piazza surrounded by shops, apartments 
and resta u rants. 

Sadly both Sam Wanamaker and Pentagram's architect Theo 
Crosby have died without seeing the results of their hard work 
and enthusiasm. At present the hope is that the construction 
programme will a l low the Globe to be used for a short season 
of p erfor m a n ce s  this  yea r with a view to the whole  
reconstruction and fitting out being completed by the Summer 
of 1 997. 
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PAUL CLARK EDDINGTON, CBE 

1927-1995 

Some Personal Glimpses - Collected by Michael Farr 

Paul started as a Sibford scholar 
in September 1 937, a year before 
my younger brother John and J 
arrived. However we were then 
a l l  new as boarders, since Paul 
had commenced as a day scholar 
w h i l e  s taying w i t h  J o s h u a  
Lamb's famil y  in the Ferris. 

Because Pau l ' s  l ife and work 
have been well  covered already, 
both in the media and in his 
autobiography (published shortly 
before his untimely death on 4th 
November 1 995), it would be 
tedious and pointless for me to 
go over a wealth of detail which 
has been chronicled elsewhere. 

Even his days at Sibford were generously narrated in his book. It is 
only a few personal memories of his friends and contemporaries 
which remain for us to grateful ly recal l ,  and some of these [ have 
gathered together here. 

Paul and I, both aged 1 1  and c lassmates, were from the outset the 
closest of companions ("joined at the hip" in N ineties parlance). We 
were of course members of a wider circle of school colleagues but 
we two were general l y  regarded as a pair - "That pair" as Arthur 
Johnstone used to say ! 

The Schoolboy Paul 

Paul was noted for his sensitivity and for his artistic leanings and he 
was nicknamed 'Con' Eddington. This was certainly not because he 
was a con man, a term unknown to us in those days. He was a 
'connoisseur', a person of discernment, an aesthete. 

Hopefully the fol lowing l ittle poem, composed by Paul in 1 939 and 
miraculously preserved for us by his teacher, BatTie Naylor, 
demonstrates something of his innate sensitivity -

The Eagle 
The Eagle, king of Birds 
Hovers high o 'er the seas 
Majestic beyond words 
He towers above all trees. 

He lives in lonely mountains 
His reign there is supreme 
He drinks from hidden fountains 
He is the king, I ween. 

The appellation 'Con' was known to be used unkindly by some il l­
informed enough to think that Paul was straightforwardly conceited 
and snobbish - but that was a mill ion miles from the truth. 

His qualities were perfectly apparent to me and to all his close 
associates. For one thing, Paul and I were of one mind in our 
abhorrence of humbug and injustice. We were quite passionate 
about it - as only youngsters can be at the time in their l ives when 
they view everything in black-and-white! 

Family and Home 

Paul was extremely un-snobbish about his distinguished family 
connections. For example, his relationship to the world-famous Sir 
Arthur Eddington, a prominent physicist of similar stature to Stephen 
Hawking or Albert Einstein, was a fact acknowledged with obvious 
embarrassment. 

Likewise his direct l ineage connections with the Quaker shoe­
making Cl arks were played down. H i s  paternal grandfather - born 
Wil l iam Clark - was a renowned artist who, for professional reasons, 
had modified the family name to 'Clark Eddington' .  



Paul ' s  real pride of kinship appeared to be in his local family 
connections, primarily with the Lambs of Sibford, among them the 
aforementioned Joshua. By that route also (as he was always pleased 
to remind us) he was a kinsman of Roland Herbert, our popular 
handicrafts master, by way of Roland's  marriage to Eva (nee Lamb). 

Paul made no secret of his topsy-turvy home life in London. While 
his father l ived alone nearby in  straitened circumstances, his mother's 
home was a lUxury apartment which went with her position as 
manageress at the upmarket Chesil Court in Chelsea. The Farr 
family had originally hailed from Chelsea, which meant that John 
and I had a host of relations there. Our home was a short Underground 
ride away in Harrow and consequently we made a point of exchanging 
visits during school holidays. 

Pau l ' s  father, Albert Clark Eddington, was a gracious, gentlemanly 
person, although clearly one who had seen better times and who was 
now embarrassed by his reduced condition. He was working as a 
rather unsuccessful furniture salesman when we met him. Paul told 
us he was a compulsive gambler who had proved to be completely 
unable to exist within normal domestic budgeting. This harsh reality 
had compelled his mother to separate from him. 

According to Paul and his sister Shirley, the parents when they 
occasionally met were still mutually attracted and in love, but their 
hard-headed and ever realistic mother knew that, for the sake of 
family stability, there could be no turning back. 

Scholarship, Tastes and Talents 

As I recall,  Paul displayed no particular scholastic talents at Sibford. 
He and I - although i n  so many ways dissi milar - were very alike in 
that one respect: laid-back and under-motivated ! 

Nevertheless we both took a keen interest in the cartoonists who 
contributed to "Punch", the sadly defunct humorous weekly (although 
recently revived) which was placed in the Library and bound annually 
- forming a fascinating collection spanning the decades. I was an 
admirer mainly of the i l lustrators' tastes in humour while Paul was a 
close student of their artistic styles. He was able with considerable 
ease to produce cartoons which might have originated from the pens 
of Pont, Si l lince, Langdon, Reynolds, Fougasse or Anton. 
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Copy of Paul's signature and self-portrait, Jrom Merle larrett's (nee 
Beech) autograph book which was Olle of herfirst elltries ill 1948, whilst 

she was still at Sibford. 

Such talents were surely inherited with the Clark Eddington genes, 
although the source of his equally sharp mimicking ability (shades 
of the actor to come) was not so apparent. Maybe that was a gift 
from his Irish mother's side: from 'The Land of Poetry and Song' . 

In his autobiography Paul revealed how he was sometimes a target 
for bullying at School, either physically from older thuggish boys or 
verbally from a level of authority which ought to have known better. 
I can testify to incidents of both varieties, which obviously left their 
mark on the sensitive lad, but there is nothing to be gained from 
dwel ling on them here. 

Village Friendships 

However, in his book Paul also made kind mention of the family of 
Joe and Min Canning, whose B&B accommodation at The Old Malt 
House in the Ferris was patronised between the 1 930' s and 1 960's  
by generations of parents and o ld  scholars. Joe, a small-scale 
dairyman, was at the same time a talented tenor singer, the vil lage 
barber (later being the contract barber for Sibford boys) and the 
local farrier. With a twinkle in his eye, he demonstrated to us how he 
always disinfected the cl ippers with l ighted meths before applying 
them to a human neck!  

More recent S ibfordians wil l  doubtless remember their children, 
Mick and Josie Canning, who operated a taxi service for many 
years. 

Joe was an easy-going countryman, free from any guile or class­
consciousness, who was ever-helpful to our generation of lads, inter 
alia with aiding and abetting our minor misdemeanours ! I believe 
that Joe and his always generous Min had a greater influence on 
Paul's  maturing process than his book reveals - more perhaps than 
he himself appreciated. At a time when his family l ife was becoming 
increasingly chaotic, and the instances of mental torture within the 
School were affecting him, he could depend on the Cannings' 
welcoming home as a haven of sanity. 

Joe used to counsel that "rules are there for the guidance of wise 
men and for the adherence of fools" and when - in our final year - we 
two were appointed to the Prefect Team, he said it was thanks not to 
our exemplary conduct but rather to "years of undetected crime". 
Joe was more than half-right, as instanced below ! 

Paul himself recalled one incident from our schooldays which he 
took wicked delight in recounting to my wife Ei leen. It was at the 
time of his last SOSA visit, when he accompanied us on a day trip to 
the 1 984 Reunion. Upon looking in at the swimming pool, he told 
Ei leen how it  reminded him of a Saturday in the summer of 1 942, 
when he and I had been helping with the Dyers' haymaking. The 
Dyers were Min Canning's family and, with wartime labour shortage, 
a l i ttle brawny help was always welcome. 

In keeping with tradition the host farmer nourished his helpers with 
'doorstep' slices of bread and cheese, plus copious draughts from a 
barrel of potent 'scrumpy' ,  col lected by pony-trap from the Brailes 
cider press. 

We had taken our towels with us because we were due to participate 
that afternoon in the boys' swimming sports. Naturally we had 
delayed our departure for the pool until the last moment, so that 
eventually we had to jog-trot back. I confess to having no clear 
recollection from that point on, but Paul said he remembered us 
quickly stripping off (the boys swam "in the buff' in our day) and 
then a few minutes later catching sight of me, stretched out ful l­
length on the springboard, semi-comatose and distinctly green­
around-the-gi l ls.  Paul remarked "It was not a pretty sight", quite 
needlessly - because Eileen had worked that out for herself. 

Apparently a diplomatic master directed Paul and other boys to get 
me dressed and they propel led me back to the dormitory - and there 
I was left to sleep it off! [Looking back, I suspect said master was 
aware then, close to term-end, that Arthur Johnstone was about to 
announce my appointment as next Head Boy, with Paul as a member 
of my Prefect Team. Hardly the appropriate moment to get us 
carpeted. As Joe Canning said: "Years of undetected crime".] 

Now, after more than half a century, there are few ex-staff surviving 
to add contributions here. However, Grace Al lan was one of two 
junior teachers at S ibford during our last year. She and her col league, 
the late Jean Morley, were for a while Canning guests and they were 
sometimes privy to our escapades (of the kind recounted here and 
also in Paul 's  book). Grace writes with some delicacy: "You and 
Paul Eddington are quite l ively characters in my memories !" 

For the remainder of their l ives both Palll and I made a point of 
keeping in touch with the Cannings, sometimes lodging with them 
but invariably visiting while in the neighbourhood . 

The Budding Actor 

Hedley Quinton, at S ibford shortly after us, recalls a typical evening 
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get-together at the Cannings' home - during a Reunion weekend -
when Joe sang ' A l l  the Days of the Kerry Dancing' and Paul (the 
young repertory actor) recited 'The Green Eye of the Little Yellow 
God ' .  

David Haines reminds m e  o f  something which I had forgotten: I 
actually appeared on the same stage as Paul Eddington ! It was in one 
of the famous Gladys Burgess productions, "Pride and Prejudice", 
when Paul skilfully interpreted the role of Mr Bennet while I 
fumbled with that of the Rev. Collins. 

Phi  l ip  Manasseh, another of Pau l ' s  younger contemporaries, 
remembers him just as so many of us did: "A person with no guile. 
A great resilient character with dignity and charm." The admiring 
Pip, who had also seen Pau l ' s  early acting in School plays, later 
followed his stage career in B irmingham. One of his memorable 
appearances was in " 1 066 And All That" in 1 947. 

Brother John recal ls  Pau l ' s  stay at our home during a post-war 
Christmas. An especially hi larious incident then was remembered 
by our Harrow circle of friends for years afterwards. 

Ever the 'ham' ,  Paul had undertaken the dramatic rendition - at 
Peter Wil liams' party - of a piece of doggerel.  It was entitled 
' Piddling Pete' (the details of which John prefers to forget) and Paul 
had his audience in  stitches! Paul always had the happy knack of 
blending-in and generating goodwil l  wherever he moved in this 
world. 

Lapsing and Reviving of Friendship 

Although Paul and I remained closely in touch into our early 
twenties - i.e. for a few years after the War - particularly while we 
were both working in B irmingham (Paul at the B irmingham Rep 
and me at Fort Dunlop preparing for my Far Eastern posting), we 
foolishly allowed things to drift in the 1 950's when we became 
preoccupied with marriage and with raising our fami l ies. 

I continued to work abroad for most of the two fol lowing decades 
and my next meeting with Paul was when I dropped in backstage at 
the Criterion Theatre, Piccadil ly Circus. We were then in our mid­
forties. 

Happily, from that evening (when we promptly went out for a 
wonderful reunion supper) we remained in fairly regular contact. I 
was working on and off in London and, when our diaries permitted, 
we took time out for leisurely lunches. 

Health Problems 

I recall with a pang now that i t  was on an occasion in - I think - 1 988, 
when I dropped by for a chat at the Queen 's  Theatre, while Paul was 
changing for a Wednesday matinee of "Forty Years On", that he 
casually showed me some blotches on his torso. He said they were 
painless and, while they remained out of sight, he didn ' t  propose to 
worry too much about them. Thus far the doctors had not precisely 
diagnosed his condition. Little did any of us know that the writing 
was then on the wall .  

He was already enduring physical disabilities with remarkably little 
complaint (these included diabetes and ankylosing spondylitis - an 
extremely painful inflammation of the joints) and it was natural 
enough that Paul should try to ignore a condition which seemed so 
trivial.  My brother John remembers spotting Paul hobbling painfully 
along the pavement in  his home town of Chjchester, while he was 
appearing there in the mid eighties. Paul - ever the pro - straightened 
up as soon as John accosted him, but he acknowledged the constant 
misery of his condition, which he was obliged to conceal in his 
professional l ife. 

One of his favourite conversation pieces was to extol the v irtues of 
Doctor Greasepaint. He meant that surge of adrenalin which enables 
an actor to rise above his aches and pains when 'the show must go 
on' .  

A n  Ideal Marriage 

Although Pau l ' s  book repeatedly refers to the debt which he owed to 
Tricia, his wonderful wife, it would be remiss of me not to touch 
upon that aspect also. She was truly one-in-a-million and, without 
her constant support and encouragement, Paul would never have 
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risen to  the heights of  stardom .  I t  required so  much dedication and 
sheer hard slog and - knowing Pau l ' s  temperament as well as I did -
1 am certain he would not have made it without Tricia gently 
goading him on. 

Uncomplicated Relationship 

Despite enjoying our rekindled friendship, we were neither of us 
seriously involved in the other' s working l ife. We occasionally 
shared our day-to-day concerns, and I suspect that Paul, in his 
goldfish-bowl world, was sometimes pleased to have the ear and 
counsel of a genuinely disinterested l istener. Certainly on my part I 
drew great strength from the revival of a relationship which demanded 
nothing more than mutual affection, candour and loyalty. 

Maintaining contact after my retirement was less easy, although we 
continued to keep in touch via phone calls and correspondence. 

Thanks to my nomadic l ifestyle, I have usually had problems with 
cultivating long-term friendships. Looking back now, from the 
standpoint of my seventieth year, I recognise that my two closest 
and most valued confidants have been my brother John and Paul 
Eddington. My experience has been well described by the also much 
travelled Henry Adams, who said: "One friendship in a l ifetime is 
much; two are many; three are hardly possible." 

Paul on the other hand seemed to have won not merely the respect 
and admiration of his professional col leagues but the genuine 
friendship of a great number of them. Among the many mourners 
attending his funeral were famous figures both from the world of 
entertainment and from public l ife generally. 

I give thanks for Paul Eddington's  l ife and, like so many others, for 
having been a part of it .  

'So Far, So Good', Autobiography by Paul Eddingtoll. Hodder& Stoughton. 
Hardback £ 1 7. 99 Paperback £6. 99 (Audio version Hodder Headline Plc 
338 ElIstOIl Rd. London NW I 3BH) 

DOROTHY BRIGHAM 1 906 - 1 995 

A tribute by AIlIl Taylor (lIee Scaife) 1945-50 

Dorothy Brigham in 1 958, retiresfrolll 
Sibford 

To write about the l ife of 
Dorothy Brigham, and to try 
to portray her true worth to 
society is not easy, as she 
was such a private person. 
She seldom pushed herself 
to the front to be noticed, 
but laboured away in what 
she believed. Her standards 
were very h igh ,  w i th a 
Quaker basis to them all .  

This is  the end of an era. 
The Big Three, as they were 
nicknamed, Dorothy Prior, 
G l adys B urge s s  and 
Dorothy Brigham gave to 
S i bford Friends School  

something special ; they worked as  a caring, teaching, loving team, 
finding the best of worth in their pupi ls  during the years 1 928- 1 963. 
Gladys Burgess oversaw the team and worked from 1 933- 1 963. 
Dorothy Prior with her electric sense of humour, love of music and 
life, came in 1 93 1  from Lisburn School, Antrim and retired in 1 958. 
Dorothy Brigham came from Westfield College to teach History 
and Scripture in 1 928 and retired with Dorothy Prior in 1 958.  

Dorothy Brigham was born in  Darlington, the third daughter of John 
Cresswell Brigham and Eleanor his wife, (nee Lingford. )  The family 
home was a Georgian house surrounded by warehouses of books, as 
her father was an antiquarian book seller. Dorothy attended Polam 
Hall School in Darlington together with her four sisters and brother. 
Polam Hall  at this time was run by Miss Baines and she influenced 
Dorothy throughout her l ife. After Polam she went to the Mount 
School, York, leaving after becoming Head Girl for her final year 
1 924-25. When she went for an interview to Westfield College, 
London, with her father, she tel ls us of the wonderful journey home 



The staff, early 1 930s. 

When i llness caught up with 
Dorothy she moved to Lamel 
Beeches ful l  care home in York, 
another lovely Quaker home, 
but this did not last as long as 
she had hoped. She moved to a 
Nursing Home at Newcastle on 
Tyne to be near her relatives. 
Here she felt contented and 
fairly happy along with many 
retired teachers who also needed 
extra care. She supported the 
Pagets D i sease Society and 
always hoped that with research 
they would find a cure for this 
disabling di sease. 

Back row I to r: Alan Whiteside, Gladys Burgess, Miss Sykes, lessie lohnstone, Dorothy Prior, 
A rthur lohnstone, Beth Knight, Barrie Nay/or, Reg Westcott and Roland Herbert. 

Many of our readers would only 
know Dorothy as a teacher. She 
had a s incere Quaker presence 
which poured out to those who 
were privi leged to come close 
to her. Her historical knowledge 
was  al  ways  accurate and 
meaningful .  I personally have 
lost a true friend and aunt. Front row I to 1': Margaret lones, Frank Parkin and Dorothy Brig/will. 

by cargo boat from London to Newcastle via the Tyne. The joy of 
sai l ing up the Tyne l i ved on with her. 

At a young age she had the responsibi l i ty of winding up her father's 
vast antiquarian book business as he died at 57 years of age. 
Railway trucks of books were shipped to Sothebys of London and 
Kerrs of Kendal, and rarer volumes to museums. 

Dorothy was also an early car driver, firstly a l ittle Austin 7 and later 
a Morris 8 .  The drive from York to Sibford in the 1 930' s was no 
mean task (before the Motorways). I remember winding my way 
from York, Nottingham, Derby, Leicester and on to B anbury and 
taking a whole day over this mammoth journey. 

At Sibford, Dorothy taught history and scripture for 30 years. She 
made history live as many old scholars confirm when speaking to 
them. She arranged many external visits to historical places of 
interest and followed them up with theoretical work in classes; the 
Rollright Stones, Sulgrave Manor, Broughton and Warwick castles. 
Dorothy also organised visits to Junior Yearly Meeting for her 
pupi ls .  

On retirement from Sibford, Dorothy Brigham moved to Kendal 
Girls High School to continue teaching history and rel igious 
education. A few years earlier she had purchased a lovely pink 
Lakeland stone cottage overlooking the Lyth Valley, named Heron 
Syke. She was never happier than when she was exploring the many 
lanes, mountain passes and estuary views, historical buildings and 
many Quaker haunts of the past; these she introduced to the younger 
generation of her large extended fami ly. There was always a welcome, 
the fire l it ,  chairs drawn up and a good chat fol lowed, always 
seeking to know how the visitor was getting on, and guidance was 
often given. Dorothy entered into vil lage l ife and had many dear 
friends. They always helped each other in the vi l lage, particularly as 
the steep hi l l  out of Brigsteer to Kendal was always a problem in the 
winter. 

Kendal Meeting was a happy, busy Meeting to attend and Dorothy 
took an active role. 

In 1 984 Dorothy gave up her cottage and moved to Gatesbield 
Quaker Sheltered Housing in Windermere. This lovely home had 
been given by Stanley and Emily Davies to the General Meeting. 
Stanley and Emily Davies had left a wonderful mature garden 
planted in the 1 920s with some rare bushes and the house contained 
many examples of their wood carving as they were craftsmen of 
repute. Even the garden gate has a little frog on top. During Dorothy' s 
days at Gatesbield, Windermere Meeting for Worship was established 
in Gatesbield dining room. This is still an active and thriving 
Meeting today. 

We list below details of other Old Scholars and friends who 
have passed on since the last magazine: 

WINIFRED FARRANT (nee Bowers) was one of SOSA' s 
oldest members. We received news of her death in December 
1 995 . She was a Life-member of the Association and was at 
Sibford between 1 9 1 5- 1 9 1 8 . 

CHRISTINE FLINN, who was at Sibford between 1 948-52, 
died on 3rd July 1 996 aged 59. Christine taught in the Bahamas 
for a while and then ran a bookshop in  Key West, Florida. The 
Flinn family were known to many S ibfordians when they lived 
for many years at Home Close next to the Ark. 

MAUREEN GRAHAM died peacefully on 1 5th June 1 996. 
Maureen, who was the beloved wife of S ibford's  former Head, 
Jim Graham, faced her long and distressing i l lness with great 
courage, clarity and determination. Her attitude transformed 
her i llness into a healing gift, using it to grow in her spirit and in  
doing so  bringing joy and inspiration, amongst a l l  the sadness, 
to those around her. 

We received news in August of the death of RICHARD HARRIS 
who died in December 1 995. Richard was at Sibford between 
1 930-34 and was a Life-member of SOSA. 

MAY HOCKLEY (nee Harrod) died on 22nd May 1 996 aged 
83. She was a Life-member of SOSA and was a part of one of 
S ibford's  great dynasties being one of James and Mabel H arrod's  
surviving daughters. Her  own children Elizabeth Cordiner, 
Ruth Byrne and David Hockley were all old scholars as is  her 
grandaughter Naomi Cordiner. She was also the aunt of Chris 
and Pat Grimes. 

JEAN MORLEY, who was a much respected teacher at S ibford 
between 1 942-45, died in January 1 996. Jean was a Life­
member of SOSA. 

NICHOLAS PHILLIPS, who was at S ibford between 1 953-58, 
died on 1 3th July 1 996 aged 53.  Nick was one of six brothers 
who all attended Sibford during the fifties and sixties and who 
came from Buckingham. 

ELSIE RANDALL (nee Wells) who died on 1 2th March 1 996, 
and was at S ibford between 1 9 1 3- 1 7  and was a member of 
another of Sibford's  well known dynasties - the Wells family.  
Her brothers were Gordon and B il ly  and her sister was Marjorie. 
She was the widow of another SOSA legend and former 
President, Harry Randall CBE. 
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THE SOSA COMMITTEE -

PAST AND PRESENT 

A contribution /rom Michael Finch 

With the election of Ashley Shirlin as SOSA ' s  eighteenth General 
Secretary, on the retirement of Mike Farr, it seems an appropriate 
time to review and reflect on the make-up of the Committee both 
past and present and to remember with gratitude those who have 
served and are serving the Association so admirably. 

Whilst delivering his final report as General Secretary at last August's 
AGM, Mike Farr paid tribute to the Committee for "Their dedication 
and time generously and freely given."  Many more would add to 
that a considerable "thank-you" to M i ke, for his enthusiastic, caring 
and painstaking time as Secretary during a difficult period for the 
Association. 

At the 1 95 1  Annual General Meeting, Edward P. Kaye, SOSA's  
first Secretary, suggested that there ought to  be  an  Honours board 
for General Secretaries for they shouldered the main burden of 
executive responsibility for the Association and, although his 
suggestion has never been implemented, a l ist has appeared in  the 
Magazine from time to time to honour their contribution. 

1 903- 1 9 1 2  
1 9 1 2- 1 9 1 8  
1 9 1 9- 1 925 
1 925- 1 932 
1 932- 1 934 
1 934- 1 938 
1 938- 1 944 
1 944- 1 946 
1 946- 1 948 

1 948- 1 950 
1 950- 1 959 
1 959- 1 965 
1 966- 1 968 
1 969- 1 977 
1 978- 1 98 1  
1 982- 1 987 
1 987- 1 993 
1 993- 1 996 
1 996-

Edward P. Kaye 
Nell ie M i llard 
Henry J. Randall 
Frederick E. Goudge 
Reginald W. B arber 
Howard Quinton 
James C. B ai ly  
James C.  Bai1y and l rene Coxon - jointly 
lrene Coxon & E. Jeanne Cottrell 

E. Jeanne Cottrell 
John N. Coxon 
Lil ian D. Ward 
Alfred J. Holland 
Michael R. Finch 
Philip G.  Manasseh 
Paul Frampton 
T. Ian Weatherhead 
Michael D .T. Farr 
Ashley J. Shirlin 

(now Southam) - jointly 

The other main executive officer on whom heavy responsibility 
falls is the Treasurer and we find from the records that fifteen 
members have served in that capacity and they are; Nell ie M i l lard, 
Harry Randall, Fred Goudge, Percy Whitlock, Percy Hodgetts, 
Lionel Geering, :John Coxon, Alfred Holland, John Taylor, Martyn 
Edwards, Arthur Harrison, John Mil ler, Colin Cox, Paul Frampton 
and Michael Finch. 

Magazine Editors over the years total eighteen and they are; Elizabeth 
Foster-Brown, Leslie Baily, Leslie Thomas, Leslie Cross, Stephen 
Wall, Brian Wright, Mavis Stiles and Beryl Wright jointly, Loraine 
Brown, Michael Van Blankenstein, Lister Mathews, Phi lip Manasseh, 
Philip Beckerlegge, M ike Spring, Dominic Griffiths, Michael Finch, 
Caroline Bond and now Mike Farr. 

Louis Wright became the first Membership Secretary in 1 945 and 
he served in that capacity in two spells for a total of twenty-three 
years! Others who have held this office are, John Coxon, Irene 
Coxon, Monica Taylor, Gordon Wells, Grace Beckerlegge, M ichael 
Finch, Ashley Shirlin and now Cindy Poulton. 

The office of Reunion Secretary was created in  1 963. How we ever 
managed without one before defies description and the members 
who have held that office are; Malcolm Rudlin, John Canham, 
Michael Finch, Ian Wright, Kate Long, Nicholas Bennett, Russell 
Steed, Simon Barfoot, Nick Briggs and Julie Greenhill ,  now into a 
record seventh year. 

As early as 1 9 1 2, the Owning Meetings of the School recognised the 
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growing importance of the Association by appointing a SOSA 
representative to the School Committee. A second representative 
was added in 1 948. This brought a great new vision to the School 
Committee, not only from an historical and personal insight of the 
School but also from fresh new talents who, although in sympathy 
with the Society of Friends, were not necessarily members of the 
Society. 

Charles E. Brady OBE, one of SOSA's most distinguished members, 
who chaired the Annual General Meeting for many years, became 
the first SOSA representative on the School Committee and others 
who have undertaken this vitally important role have been: Harry 
Randall CBE, Lionel Geering, Percy Whitlock, Leslie Baily, Henry 
Lawrence, Miriam Carter, John Coxon, Vera Rollett, Louis Wright, 
Lil ian Ward JP, Michael Finch, Leslie Thomas, Jeanne Southam, 
Paul Frampton, Arthur Harrison JP, Nicholas Bennett and Russell 
Steed. 

A formidable l ist of talent to follow, but the new Committee wil l  no 
doubt serve as diligently and devotedly as their predecessors. 

THE PRESENT COMMITTEE 
It will be of interest to members, especially those who cannot attend 
Reul1iolls, to have an il1sight into the composition oJthe Committee 
and to put names to faces with a series of profiles. 

J. Philip Morris - President 

Philip is SOSA 's current President and you can read his profile on 
page 42. 

Julie GreenhiII - Vice President/Reunion Secretary 

iulie is another of those dedicated SOSA members who has mallaged 
to combine two offices at the same time! 

It is also worth mention.ing that her partnership with Mike Herm 
(whose profile is given later ill this article) began whell they were 
both still at Sibford - another of those famous Sibford dynasties! 

On leaving school in 1 983,  which came as a shock to my system, I 
did not know what to do as a career or more importantly how to earn 
any money. For a short time, I worked in a betting shop to keep 
myself going and to think seriously about what type of career I 
would like to do. Eventually, I found work in the travel industry at a 
tour operators sel l ing holidays to London ! I stayed at that company 
for six years, where I was very happy, before I was made redundant 
with 40 colleagues. That incident actually did me a great favour, as 
I am now a successful Manager and have worked for a further three 
companies. I enjoy what I do and have made many friends in the 
industry. 

I have been on the Committee for 10 years, but in reality have been 
involved with SOSA since I was at school. 

Ashley Shirlin - General Secretary 

I was born in Stockton-on-Tees in 1 958 where I remained for three 
months. Over the next 7/8 years my family l ived in S ierra Leone, 
Ghana, Uganda, Birmingham . . . . . . . . .  My mother and I then settled in 
Banbury where I l ived until boarding at S ibford from 1 969-74. 1 
took my A levels in Banbury and then went to university in York to 
read Economics & Econometrics. Upon graduation in 1 979 I moved 
to Essex where I worked in Information Technology. For the last 6 
years J have worked in the City, still in IT, for a Japanese - and 
currently a Swiss - insurance company. I met my wife Carol when I 
first moved to Essex. We married in 1 98 1  and have two chi ldren -
James (7)  and Maria (5) .  I am an ardent Leeds United fan and 
additionally attend as many international Soccer, Rugby and Cricket 
matches as possible. Unfortunately, my own sporting participation 
has been somewhat curtailed since shattering my elbow playing 
football in  Belgium in 1 990. (You should have seen the other 
player! )  

Michael Finch - Treasurer 

[Mike barely Ileeds allY illtroductioll, havillg served SOSAJor thirt)'­
sevell years, he has ulliquely held every office in the Associatioll, as 



well as being a senior member of the School staff between J 982-95. 
His contribLllion to Sibford must surely be described as awesome, 
Ed. ] 

I was a pre-war baby having been born in Birmingham in 1 938, and 
as my so-called friends tell me, I heralded the Munich cris is !  I was 
born into a Quaker family and so became a birthright member of the 
Society, although thankfully, the Society no longer makes distinction 
between members. 

I went to Sibford as a pupil between 1 949-54 and was not a very able 
scholar, being far more interested in sport and girls!  When r left 
S ibford to go and seek my fortune, r started with a firm of architects 
in Birmi ngham to pursue what I thought would be a good career but 
changed my mind after a short time and took up an apprenticeship as 
a Draughtsman with GEe. 

r stayed in Design Engineering, apart from a brief sojourn as an 
Education Welfare Officer, for the best part of thirty-years, until I 
went to work at Sibford in 1 982. 

My main interests include being Grandad to three lovely grand­
children; sport, especially my l ifelong fascination with Aston Vi l la; 
Drama, I was heavily involved with a number of drama groups for 
many years mainly in an acting role; the environment, and of course, 
looking after the lovely Wendy ! 

I am now looking forward, hopefully, to an early retirement so that 
I can pursue many other interests that I haven' t  had time for up to 
now. 

Cindy Poulton - Membership Secretary 

1 attended Sibford, as a day pupi l ,  between 1 970 & 1 977 following 
in the footsteps of my father, uncles, cousins and sister. This was not 
my first encounter with Sibford. I was 1 2  days old when I made an 
appearance at the SOSA gathering the year my father, Lewis Poulton, 
was President. During my final year at School I held the position of 
Deputy Head Girl. 

On leaving school I worked as an Assistant Matron of a Boys 
Preparatory School in Northamptonshire. In 1 979 I commenced 
Nurse Training in Northampton and spent ten years there, becoming 
a Ward Sister after eighteen months - a fairly rapid progression -
hence r was fol lowing in my mother's footsteps. 

In 1 990 I returned to Oxfordshire to work at the Horton General 
Hospital - l ike many others today I found myself redundant in 1 993 
and that led to my move to North Wales to develop a unique post of 
Senior Nurse Specialist in Urological Cancers. 

I have now come full circle in relation to SOSA - I was a Committee 
member in my first three years as an old scholar. My friends are now 
spread far and wide and my family have moved to Devon, so most 
week-ends are spent in my car travel l ing up and down our motorway 
network. My summer months are spent with many friends coming to 
stay in Wales for their holidays and at week-ends I am often at 
S i lverstone Motor-racing Circuit, watching the racing and working. 

Michael Farr - Magazine Editor 

1 was born and raised in Harrow. At Sibford from 1 938 to 1 943. An 
indifferent scholar but sometime Nansen House Captain, Soccer 
Vice-Captain and 'Phantom Head Boy' (a few contemporaries 
remember that I actually shared the year of J 942/43 with Geoffrey 
Winter). 

My brother John and two nephews, David and Chris Farr, were also 
Sibford scholars. 

My working l ife has been distinctly varied. Wartime and early post­
war: Fleet Air Arm aircrew, fol lowed by brief involvement with 
family building business. From age 20 to 32: worked overseas i n  
Rubber Factory Management - first with Dunlop in Malaya (now 
Malaysia) later with the West Nigerian Development Corporation. 
Also a part-time Police Inspector with the Malayan Specials -
during some particularly hair-raising times. 

Switched to pharmaceutical marketing in my early thirties. Employed 
by British, American and German drug houses both at home and 
overseas. 

In J 963 - in my late thirties - I entered the newly emerging computer 
industry (commencing as a trainee Systems Analyst with I B M ) .  
Thereafter engaged in  a variety o f  consultancy assignments; 
principally financial in the City of London, but also abroad. Retired 
in 1 99 1 ,  after 1 2  years as a Micrographics Specialist with NCR Ltd. 
That was my longest period with a single employer - fol lowing the 
best traditions of "ye menne of Sheep-ford" ! 

Twice married. Three daughters, a step-daughter, a step-son and an 
ever growing army of grandchildren (one grand-daughter and seven 
grandsons at the last count.) 

Hobbies and interests include travel, D . I .Y . ,  photography, cryptic 
crosswords, civic affairs and reading. I was once a better-than­
average badminton player (even playing at international level whilst 
overseas), but I gave that up a few years ago at the insistence of my 
creaking bones. 

I l ive with my wife Eileen in Hythe, Kent. Our home is nearby to the 
Channel Tunnel, which we have been privileged to use several t imes 
- even before its official  opening - thanks mainly to fam ily  
connections. 

After my last position as General Secretary, I am looking forward 
now to an absorbing - and hopefuly a rather less hectic - spell as 
SOSA's  Editor. 

Nicholas Bennett - School Committee Representative 

When I left Sibford in 1 957, not being very academic, I looked at the 
various options, ruled out anything where I was going to be stuck 
indoors and eventually settled on horticulture. 

After a spell with a local nursery and three years as an apprentice 
with a local authority I went to col lege full-time for a year near St. 
Albans. After that I had two very important years as a student 
gardener at Cambridge University Botanic Garden and from there I 
did another ful l -time year at college before beginning permanent 
work with London University at Wye College in Kent. 

After a while I moved to Nottingham University and so to my 
present position as Gardens Officer with the Leicestershire Museums 
Service. 

Sibford continued to be an important part of my l ife however, with a 
father who had been at both Sibford and Saffron Walden and an 
elder brother who was at Walden, I was already well into SOSA 
Reunions. In consequence I was soon persuaded to join the SOSA 
Committee and I seem to remember a certain M ike Finch was on at 
about the same time - I wonder what happened to him?( ! )  

I eventually became Reunion Secretary and later President and in  
1 989 I became one of  SOSA ' s  Representatives on the School 
Committee. 

SOS A has been represented on the School Committee since 1 9 1 2  
and I feel privileged to be able to help i n  some small way i n  the 
management of the School. 

RusseIl Steed - School Committee Representative 

When I was asked if I would write a few sentences about myself as 
a Committee member, I looked up my Presidential profi le and 
decided to make a fresh start. 

I had six happy if uneventful years at S ibford. Having two attempts 
at 0 levels set me on the path to A levels and an engineering career. 
I worked for nearly thirty years in power stations before taking 
economic advantage of the downsizing of the industry. I am now an 
Engineer Surveyor inspecting electrical installations and equipment, 
and lifts. 

I have kept in touch with Sibford since leaving and have been to 
most Reunions. I did a spell as Reunion Secretary. I am now on the 
School Committee at an interesting time of considerable activity. 
Little did I realise what I was letting myself in for. 

Janet and I got married last year and turned both our quiet well 
ordered single l ives into considerable turmoil .  We came together 
through belonging to the same Friends' Meeting and enjoying 
walking. 

55 



Hugo Finley - Assistant Reunion Secretary 

Since departing Sibford, where I spent seven years, I have been 
living in Chichester, a cathedral city in Sussex. I acquired the post of 
Assistant Reunion Secretary to SOSA in 1 996 after being Committee 
member for a year. Hopefully I wil l  go on to be Reunion Secretary at 
some later date. I sti l l  keep in contact with most of the friends I 
made at S ibford and meet up at the annual Reunions held at Sibford. 

Educationally I have been doing an Advanced GNVQ in Business 
Studies at Chichester College, al}d picking up extra qual ifications in 
Information Technology, for example RSA qualifications. I am 
hoping to go on to do a BA Honours degree in Business and 
Computing at a University in  September 1 997. 

Margaret Fairnington (nee Kissack) - Retiring President 

I was one of the war-time generation at Sibford; the one that seems 
to produce more returnees to SOS A than other groups. 

I left Sibford early, at fourteen, and went to the local grammar 
school for girls only - for one year. This experience produced 
interesting comparisons with S ibford, which came out best ! 

I gave up school and came to London. For a few years I did a variety 
of things including getting myself into art school. I wasn't there 
very long because my family emigrated to South Africa, but I ' d  
learnt enough t o  move into film animation and eventually into 
teaching drawing and painting to adults in  evening classes. I knew at 
once I was a born teacher and found ways to improve my skills in 
this area over the next few years. I was also painting seriously. 

One part of Sibford's  education that seems to have sunk in is the 
religious aspect. I was a birthright Friend but drifted away in  my 
teens. When my husband Andrew died, I made a timid visit to 
Hampstead Meeting and had an amazing religious experience. At 
last I knew that this was where I belonged and it's sti l l  an essential 
part of my l ife as is the gentle friendship of SOSA. 

Pat Grimes (nee Baker) - London Branch Joint Secretary 

I was at Sibford from 1 946-49 fol lowing in the steps of my mother 
and my father's sister. I completed my schooling at home in King's 
Lynn and then went on to Teacher Training Col lege in  Leicester. 

On qualifying I spent 5 years class teaching in a junior school there 
before going to Lebanon to teach for two years at the National 
Col lege of Choueifat. Here [ taught English as a foreign language to 
5-9 year olds. This was such hard work I gave up teaching for a 
while, took a crash course in shorthand/typing and worked for 4 
years as secretary to a farmer on the royal estate at Sandringham. 

Chris and I met at the OS Reunion in 1 970 and married the fol lowing 
year. I gave up teaching again to raise the family and then returned 
part time to teach English as a second language to Bangladeshi and 
other ethnic minority chi ldren in St. Albans. I finally retired last 
summer and am now thoroughly enjoying BEING and not DOING ! 

. . . .  alld the other half! . . . . . . . .  . 

Chris Grimes - London Branch Joint Secretary 

I was at S ibford from 1 95 1 -56 following in the steps of my mother, 
Gulie, the daughter of lames & Mabel Harrod, legendary Heads of 
the School. Both my parents were teachers and I was determined I 
was not going to follow them, knowing all the heartache that went 
into it. I had enjoyed Technical Drawing while at S ibford, so 
thought this was something that I would l ikt; to do for a l iving. This 
led to my becoming an engineering draughtsman, which route I 
followed until redundancy in 1 99 1 .  I am now involved with our 
local Oxfam shop, and otherwise enjoy B EING, with Pat. 

Hilary Haddleton (nee Thornton) - Midlands Branch Secretary 

At Sibford 1 947- 1 950. Trained as a nurse at the Radcliffe Infirmary 
Oxford 1 953-57 and then went to London to train as a midwife in 
Woolwich and Deptford. 

Following this, I worked as a nurse in Bermuda for a year and then 
Canada for 1 6  months. 

I returned to England and, after a short spell at the maternity 
department of the Churchill Hospital, I took a post as Nurse/Midwife 
for Dorchester-on-Thames area. 
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In 1 966 John and I were married. We l ived for a short time in 
Wolverhampton, where our son James was born, moving to Solihull 
in March 1 968 where we have been ever since. Louise and Emma 
were born here. I started back to work, on occasional night duty 
when Emma was 1 0  and then onto the NurselMidwifery Bank for 
some years. 

Now I am a Pensioner and we are looking forward to our first 
wedding next July, when our son marries Claire. 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
Adrian Douglas 

Hello! I 'm Adrian Douglas and I left Sibford in 1 993, after completing 
five years there. I am also the grandson of John Mi l ler, who was 
Bursar for twenty-five years before his retirement in 1 990. 

After leaving Sibford I completed my A levels at Bootham. This is 
another Quaker school with similar values and ethos to Sibford, 
which is something I believe in very strongly. 

After achieving good grades I took a year out to work in Sainsbury ' s  
Supermarket in Banbury. This has given m e  many additional skills 
for life - understanding, patience, and mostly a realisation as to what 
l ife is l ike in the outside world! 

This Autumn I started a four-year chemistry degree at University 
Col lege London, which will  hopefully lead me into the field of 
secondary teaching. 

Being elected to the SOSA Committee means a great deal to me and 
was one of my ambitions when I left Sibford. I feel privi leged, at 
such an early age, to be given this opportunity and I hope to serve to 
the best of my ability. 

My years at Sibford were very happy ones and they gave me so 
much that has been essential to my life after school. The continuation 
of SOSA is  important to me., for I believe it to be the building blocks 
of the School. 

Tim Gebbett 

Having left S ibford in the summer of 1 977 and completed my A 
levels at I tchen college in Southampton, I started a career in 
electronics at the RAE Farnborough. Seven years later, and having 
made numerous changes in career direction, T left, and joined Times 
Newspaper in London. I worked on various titles for four years. 
Becoming disil lusioned with the newspaper industry, I left and 
joined Plessey in Basingstoke, again as an engineer. Seven years on, 
I now manage the Internal Voice and Data Communications for 
Global-One, which is a joint venture between US Sprint (which 
bought Plessey), France Telecom and Deutsche Telecom. 1 am 
married to Lecky, live near Winchester, with Thomas, who is  four, 
and Isabella who is nearly one, oh, and not forgetting Biscuit (the 
dog) who is seven. With Ashley Shirlin, I have located over 300 old 
scholars who have been invited to the ' School Ties' Reunions over 
the last five years, in Brighton, London and most recently Sibford. 

Michael Grimes 

I left Sibford in 1 99 1  with a strong desire not to work in an office, so 
two months later I was doing just that. I spent a year working as a 
volunteer assistant administrator for The Leaveners, the Quaker 
youth arts project, and a further three months as a paid one. 

I then enjoyed a brief flirtation with the dole office, fol lowed by a 
stint trying to persuade people that they needed double glazing, 
even though they didn' t, and besides they could surely do with an 
electric up-and-over garage door. When this became too much 
(three times a week for a month) I would sneak into London to be 
assistant administrator for the Puppet Centre Trust. 

Now two years out of school, I left the South and headed to 
Manchester for a year, where I did a community arts course - no 
useful recognised qualification but, of course, invaluable experience. 

When I finished that I spent the next year pottering about Mi lton 
Keynes, co-running shadow-puppet workshops in primary schools 
and theatres, and helping lug large scale puppet shows around the 
south of England - this, bizarrely enough, included setting up an 
enormous firework display on the Swansea rugby pitch. 
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And now I ' m  back in an office, assistant administrating. This time 
it's for The Citizenship Foundation, an independent educational 
charity devoted to helping young people acquire the skills, knowledge 
and wil l  it takes to successfully participate in society. This job 
includes desk-top publishing, ideal for lazy people who hate physical 
exercise - suits me fine. 

Nicola Grimes 

I wasn't  a pupil at Sibford but feel  more a part of it than the school 
I attended ! SOS A has been part of my life since I can remember with 
both my parents and later my brother being Sibford pupi ls. 

Since lea'ving school I have gained a Degree in Criminal Justice and 
spent a year as a volunteer carer first in  Reading then in London. I 
am currently contemplating my next move whilst living in Sheffield. 

Michael Herm 

After leaving Sibford School in 1 983, I had no idea what sort of 
career to pursue. I initially wanted to work in the travel industry but 
I was told that I was too young and to return when I was 2 1 .  By some 
strange means I found work in a retai l  bookshop and actually 
remained with the same employer for ten years selling educational 
and recreational books to the public as wel l as schools, companies, 
hospitals etc. I now work for a small independent car hire company 
in south London which I enjoy immensely and have learnt a great 
deal about cars and their mechanics. 

My main interest is  sport, football in particular. I am a fan of 
Charlton Athletic and still play Sunday League Footbal l .  

I have been on the SOSA Committee for three years, but have been 
involved with old scholars for ten years. 

Guy Kingham 

I left Sibford without any career aspirations. Sport was always at the 
forefront of my l i fe and jobs in Sports Centres and as a l ifeguard 
came and went. I ended up working briefly at Sibford as a Sports 
Coach. Next stop was Sidcot, another Quaker School, where I 
stayed for four years acting as sports coach, housemaster, sweet­
shop manager and organiser of numerous school trips. 

I eventually took the plunge into further education and obtained a 
2: I honour degree in teaching at Cheltenham and Gloucester College 
of Higher Education. 

As most people do, I had a wonderful time at college and made 
many friends.  I am presently teaching in a co-educational 
comprehensive school in Eastbourne. It is slightly larger than Sibford, 
with a roll of over 1 ,000, but it is sti l l  a very enjoyable challenge. 

Paul Jon Levy 

My name is Paul Jon Levy. I left Sibford in 1 993 .  After I left Sibford 
I continued my education at another Quaker school, Bootham in 
York. There I did A levels in biology, English l iterature, and General 
Studies and an As level in politics. I thoroughly enjoyed my time in 
Bootham, and it was interesting to be at a boarding school in a city, 
which meant I could escape to the shops and see the real world!  
After leaving Bootham I had a gap-year; I spent t ime working as a 
production runner on a fi lm set. Now I am going to University 
College Chester to study a BA(Hons) in drama and psychology. I n  
m y  free time I enjoy cinema and theatre, and a m  a member o f  the 
Quaker Youth Theatre. I am looking forward to serving on the 
Committee, and expressing the views of J1Y year group and the 
younger old scholars. 

Ellen Sal way 

My name is El len Salway. For all those who were at the 1 996 
reunion in August you may recall me as the one with purple hair. 
I ' m  1 7  years old and I am currently in  my fi nal year at St. Edwards 
school in Oxford studying A level English, history and politics, 
which I hope to pursue as a career. I attended Sibford for six years 
( 1 990- 1 995) including a year in Orchard Close when it first opened. 
My other interests include Hockey, Rowing, Rugby, playing the 
trumpet and singing. I ' m  very pleased to be able to sit on the 
Committee. 
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James Thompson 

James has been on the Committee for twelve months and is  another 
of the growing band of young old scholars who are taking an active 
interest in SOSA. James left S ibford in 1 994. His grandfather also 
went to S ibford. 

T. Ian Weatherhead 

[lOll is another of those long serving old scholars who needs little 
introduction, having been General Secretary for six years as well as 
being a former President. Ed. ] 

lan has had a long and varied career since leaving Sibford in 1 964. 
He started his working l ife at the Metropol itan Police College at 
Hendon and then spent three years 'on the beat ' .  

l a n  was then selected a s  a management trainee with Thomas Cook 
B ankers, at that t ime owned by the Government,  and was 
subsequently posted to Washington, New York, Melbourne, Sydney, 
Auckland, Hong Kong, S ingapore, Delhi,  Bombay, Colombo, 
Johannesburg and final ly to Florida and a second stay in  New York! 

Much of that time was spent in the development and marketing of 
the local currency issue of travel cheques and the promotion of 
foreign exchange dealings, together with the marketing of various 
business programmes worldwide. 

In 1 974 he married Christine Nelson in Florida and they now have 
three chi ldren - Trenham ( 1 9  years), Mary ( 1 7  years) and Richard 
( 1 5  years). 

In 1 976 he returned to England when he was appointed personal 
assistant to the Chairman of the Thomas Cook Group. In 1 977, lan 
joined the London Chamber of Commerce and Industry, whose 
work is primarily directed towards two-way trade, assisting British 
companies with their various needs and in  developing business with 
North America, the Caribbean, North East Asia and also the 
Aerospace Industry. 

In 1 993, Ian was promoted to the management board and is now 
responsible for all International events and for the Aerospace 
Industry. 

His personal interests include - travel, photography, tennis, snow­
skiing and, when he can, water-skiing. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO 

A short scrapbook of 
1946 - half a century 
ago including 
contemporary photos of 
the Whitsun Reunion 
and comments by the 
Head of that time 
- A rth ur ]ohllstone. 
Looking at the list of 
attenders at the Reunion, 
it's quite revealing to 

find that many of the 
people named appeared 
at this year's Reunion! 

I to r. Edward Kaye, lames Harrod and part 
view of Paul Call1dwell 

Those recognised include TOIlY ManasseiJ, SUIIl Ewan, Celia Law, 
Geoffrey Long alld A mold Kaye 



The new Joint-Secretary ( Jeanne Southam. right) ill pensive mood. 
Beside her, Betty Friend (nee Elliker) talks to Rosemary Dew·dell. 

Standing with her bag in hand is Bessie Dearden. beside her President 
husband. Going right from there are Henry Lawrence, SOil Kingsley, and 

Arnold Kaye. On the left is Hilda Jenks (ha/fturning towards the camera), 
Birmingham secretary. 

Amongst those present at the Whitsun Reunion 1946 were: 
Betty and Richard Atkins; Elin, Jim and Roger Baily; Leslie, Margaret 
and John Baily; John Baseley; Diana Baxter; Erle and Jessie Bissel l ;  
Conrad and Sheila B lackie; John and V ivian Bolam; Mr and Mrs 
George Bond; l van and Nancy Bottoms; Kitty Braun; Winifred 
Brigham; Francis Brookhouse; Mrs Buckley; Grace Bunker; Hans 
Berg; Bessie and Howard Campion; Al lan, Elizabeth and Leslie 
Cam; Arnold and Marion Castree; Paul Cauldwell; Joan and Geoffrey 
Coli ins; Raymond Connel l ;  Jeanne Cottrell  (Southam); Elizabeth 
Cox; John and Irene Coxon; Leslie Cross; Jeanne Darling (Little); 
John, Bessie and Rosemary Dearden (John was President); Joyce 
Dodsworth; Eric Dumpleton; Joan Ebrey; Anthony Eddington; Paul 
Eddington; Marion Ehlers; Stan Ewan; Mike and John Farr; Al ix  
Feist; Peter Fielder; Monica Foss (Simpson); Basi l  Franey; Betty 
Friend; Derek Gaffee; Maurice Gardener; Lionel and Edith Geering; 
Hugh Gibson; Patrick Godwin; Eva Guillery; Peter Gutkind; Dorcas 
Han'is; James Han'od, Patricia Harvey-Lee; Heinrich Hautman; lan 
Hedger; John and Margaret Hicks; Rosemary Hil l ;  Elizabeth Holden; 
Alfred Holland; Roy Hoskins; Harry Iles; H i lda Jenks; Arnold and 
Edward Kaye; Frank Kaye; Ronald Kennedy; M argaret Kissack 
(Fairnington); Mr and Mrs Charles La Croix; June Ladell  ( Dawson); 
David Laity; Betty Laughton; Barbara Lavender; George Law; 
Henry, Elsie and Kingsley Lawrence; Hi lda Lissaman; Chris Little; 
Joan Lock; Geoffrey, Al ice, Tom and Judith Long; Anthony and 
Meriel ( Hunt) Manasseh; Geoffrey Moore; Jane Morland; Lucy and 
Phil ip Morris; Alex, Christine and Edna Norman; Jean and John 
Osborne; lan, Janet and Ruth Parsons; Margaret Perry; Robert and 
Patricia Phi llips; Wilfrid, Mabel, lan and Tony Pollard; John Poplett; 
Doris, Howard, June, Kenneth, Loraine (Brown), Ronald Quinton; 
Joy Reynolds; Kathleen and Dudley Rice; Margaret Rundle; 
Marguerite Rush; John Saunderson; Charles Schnurmann; Barbara 
Seccombe (Abercrombie); Erwin Seifert; M ichael Selby; Jack 
Simpson; John, Junior and Prisci l la Smith; Claire Southwell (Smith); 
Pam Sutherland; Muriel Stone; Wendy Stone (Seville); Ursula Strong 
(Pugmire); Ann Sweetman; John Sykes; John A.Taylor; Elsie and 
John Taylor; Maureen Tennant; Kenneth Tettmar; Betty and John 
Thelton; Leslie and Valmai Thomas; Barbara, Francis and Victor 
Thomson; Graham and Sheila Trout; Frances Van Cooten; John 
Wallis; John and Lilian Ward; Eva and Resi Weinberg; June Wheeler; 

John and Mike Farr (Busy as 
ever -fifty years ago!) 

Francis Thomson giving the facts to a 
line of young old scholars which 

includes Hugh Gibson and Derek Gaffee. 

Beryl and lshbel Whitaker; Marjorie Winter; Otto Wolf; Margaret 
Wootton; Edith Worrall ;  Louis and Doris Wright; Peggy and Peter 
Yeoman. 

Mr. Johnstone's Notebook! 

The School continues to be packed. We have entries as far 
ahead as 1 954 and it was a pleasure recently to enter the name 
of Mr. Harrod's grandson for 1 950. (Ed. Of course, Chris 
Grimes!) Several old scholars have written to enter the names 
of their children. 

We receive many letters and visits. We have had a letter from 
Rendel Levonian, who was doing part of his medical course in 
hospital at Nazareth. An old scholar of 1880-84 called to tell of 
old times. 

The village is going ahead with its hall and before many years 
we expect a good hall near the church. Our School is still of 
some service meanwhile. Last summer three village brides held 
their wedding receptions in the Gym, and the village music 
club, meeting here regularly, provides a good series of classical 
concerts. It is interesting to record that, for the first time, our 
school orchestra entertained visitors at General Meeting. 

We have renewed our visits to the Stratford theatre and this 
year boys and girls have been to see "St. Joan ", " Twelfth 
Night ", "As You Like It " and "Macbeth ". The Junior Yearly 
Meeting party went to London again - its first visit since 1 939. 
They had an interesting trip up the Thames and went sight­
seeing in Westminster before settling down to discussion at 
Friends House. 

We welcome Mr. Darlington and Mr. Prior on their return to 
the staff after six years in which they have done relief work. Mr. 
Prior spent a year in Addis Ababa and several months among 
displaced children in Austria. In September, Mr. Parker (who 
was a master in 1 934 for one term while a student at 
Woodbrooke) took on responsibility for mathematics. Miss 
Hardy has left after eight and a half years as secretary and is 
replaced by Miss Southern. 

There has been a revival of correspondence with boys and girls 
in other lands and more than 130 have correspondents in 
various countries. Most of the letters are written in English -
Dutch, French and Scandinavian youngsters can write English 
much more readily than we can write their language. One boy 
wrote in Esperanto. 

ANNUAL REUNION 1 997 

Please note that the Annual Reunion 
next year wil l  be held over the 
Spring B ank Holiday weekend 

between the 24th - 27th May 1 997 
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And a message /rom those born be/ore 1946 .... . . .  . 

"We were born before television, before penici l l in ,  polio shots, 
frozen foods, Xerox, plastic, contact lenses, videos, frisbees and the 
Pi l l .  We were before radar, credit cards, split atoms, laser beams and 
ballpoint pens; before dishwashers, tumble driers, electric blankets, 
air conditioners, drip-dry c1othes . . .  and before man walked on the 
moon. 

"We got married first and then l ived together (how quaint can you 
be?) .  We thought 'fast food' 

·
was what you ate in Lent, a ' B ig Mac' 

was an oversized raincoat and 'crumpet' we had for tea. We existed 
before house husbands, computer dating, dual cars and when a 
'meaningful relationship' meant getting along with cousins and 
'sheltered accommodation' was where you waited for a bus. 

"We were before day care centres, group homes, and disposable 
nappies. We never heard of FM radio, tape decks, electric typewriters, 
artificial hearts, word processors, yoghurt or young men wearing 
earrings. For us ' t ime sharing' meant togetherness, a 'chip' was a 
piece of wood or fried potato, 'hardware' meant nuts and bolts and 
'software' wasn't a word. 

"Before 1 946 ' Made in Japan' meant j unk, the term 'making out' 
referred to how you did i n  your exams, 'stud' was something that 
fastened a collar to a shirt and 'going all the way' meant staying on 
a double decker to the bus depot. Pizzas, McDonalds and instant 
coffee were unheard of. In our day, c igarette smoking was 
'fashionable' , 'grass' was mown, 'coke' was kept in the coal house, 
a 'joint' was a piece of meat you ate on Sundays and 'pot' was 
something you cooked in. 'Rock music' was a fond mother's lul laby, 
'Eldorado' was an ice cream, a 'gay' person was the l ife and soul of 
the party and nothing more, while 'aids' just meant beauty treatment 
or help for someone in trouble. 

"We who were born before 1 946 must be a hardy bunch when you 
think of the way in  which the world has changed and the adj ustments 
we have had to make. No wonder we are so confused and there is  a 
generation gap today . . .  B UT 

BY THE GRA CE OF GOD . . .  WE HA VE SURVIVED! " 

ANON 

THROUGH THE G RAPEVINE 

Or 

"They who Wendath withersoever they wilen" 

We have news and profiles of Old Scholars from near and far! 

Caroline Bond ( 1 982-87) 
. Caroline, who until recently was the SOSA Editor o/the Magazine, 
couldn 't escape from us that easily - so after years of 'persuading ' 
others to submit a profile we managed to extract one from her! 

When I left Sibford i n  1 987, I went to The Mount in York to study A 
levels in English l iterature, music, geography and General studies, 
and then took a 'year out' to study 
drama at Stratford-upon-Avon and gain 
another A level in Theatre Studies. 
Applications to several drama schools 
gained me a place at RADA to study 
Stage Management but the prospect of 
l iving in London without a grant and 
without earning did not fill me with 
relish; I lasted five weeks in the 'big 
smoke' ! 

I joined the family publishing business 
whilst I decided which educational 
route to take and found that a part-time 
degree at Oxford Brookes University 

60 

Carolille BOlld 

allowed me to study, work and own a house at the same time, so 
providing by far the best of both worlds. I am now in my fifth and 
final year of an Honours degree in English and Music but being a 
modular course, I have also been able to study Italian, book publishing 
and marketing and take t ime out to visit Australia !  

I sti l l  work in the family business as  editor of the four magazines for 
schools and colleges that we publish and generally like to keep my 
eye on the hockey ball at weekends, although I now have another 
project to occupy my time. 

Somewhere along the line I sold my house in  Swalcliffe and, with 
Paul, bought 65 acres of land which requires a considerable amount 
of work, particularly in the neglected and overgrown 2 acre wood 
(has anyone heard of, and fancy, a working weekend on a farm?) 
which certainly needs some tender loving care. At present I am 
trying to set up a free-range egg production business on site which, 
so far, has involved a lot of research and plenty of paperwork. 

AND CONGRA TULA TIONS . . . . .  . 

The wedding took place on Saturday 1 2th October 1 996, at Whichford 
church, near Shipston-on-Stour of Caroline, and Paul Mil ls .  We 
wish them both a long and happy life together. 

Nigel Fletcher ( 1 968-73 )  
Since leaving S ibford in 1 973 I went t o  the local art school in 
Banbury to embark on the art career i t  seemed I was to follow. 
However I was not sure whether it was art or cooking that I enjoyed 
more. I suppose being able to cook bacon, egg and chips and a 
Victoria sandwich i sn ' t  enough to convince people that I would be 
the next Keith Floydl  

So it was that I went through the art school system, completed the 
i l lustration course at Harrow School of Art and left clutching my 
Diploma - now to venture forth and find out what i t  was l ike in the 
real world. 

I moved to Leeds, where my brother Stephen was fol lowing a hotel 
and catering course, and tried to find work as a freelance i l lustrator, 
which meant trudging around advertising agencies trying to convince 
Art Directors that they should use me for their next art campaign. 

It soon became clear to me that I needed a regular wage to support 
the freelance career and I found ajob with a screen printer in Batley, 
West Yorkshire, in a large old mill  in  the shadow of Fox' s  biscuit 
factory. I churned out endless drawings of 'Smurfs' and 'Mr Men' 
for use as car stickers - I didn ' t  stay long ! 

The next four years I spent working for the Yorkshire Post as 
graphic designer in a modern, open-plan style bui lding, a complete 
contrast to the old mi l l .  I hated it, but the money was good and I 
learned a lot. 

During the fol lowing three years, whilst at a new studio, I realised 
that I should take the plunge and make a serious effort to work for 
myself again. The fact that my boss was having all  the expensive 
holidays and new cars, while I was doing all the work, convinced me 
- so along with my young fami ly I moved back to Sibford Ferris and 
set up a small studio where the old Post Office used to be at the top 
of Mannings Hi l l .  

That was twelve years ago and although I now l ive in Shutford I am 
sti l l  working for myself. I l ike to paint and exhibit at  least once a 
year but someday I ' ll give up commercial work and concentrate on 
painting. 1 usual ly paint landscapes but have a fascination for old 
bui ldings and sheds, allotment 
sheds in  particular, the more 
dilapidated the better! Many of 
my paintings can be seen in  the 
Wykham Arms in  Sibford Gower 
- remember the Wykham Arms ? 

If anyone wishes to contact me I 
can be found at: 'The Weavers 
Shop ', Cooks Hill, Shutford, 
Near Ballbury, axon OX] 5 6PH. 

Nigel Fletcher 



Kageha Marshall (nee Gay Watts) ( 1 974-78) 
Kageha Marshall came to Sibford School in the second year in 1 974. 
She was in Nansen Girls and spent four years as a boarder. Kageha 
was adopted by a Quaker family at an early age and originates from 
Kenya. 

I t  was a great relief for Kageha to come to Sibford as it gave her an 
opportunity to meet other pupi ls in similar circumstances as herself, 
chi ldren who were fostered or adopted. She has always found 
Quakers to be very supportive. 

Kageha is married and has two daughters. She li ves in Bristol and 
goes to Redland Meeting. In the summer of 1 995, Kageha and her 
family returned to Kenya with the aid of a Quaker travel bursary. 
She was able to visit Western Kenya and retrace her steps. This was 
the area she originated from and she met her natural family for the 
first time in over thirty years. 

Kageha MW'shall with her two daughters - Natasha and Gemma - al/d 
with her 'extended ' family durillg a visit to Kel/ya ill August / 995. 

This experience has led Kageha to write about trans-racial adoption. 
She has just spent the summer of 1 996 making a documentary film. 
The film is about her life and will be shown on HTV in the Spring or 
Autumn of 1 997. She hopes this film will support other people who 
have survived difficult circumstances which can occur in fostering 
or adoption. Visiting Kenya was one of the most important events in 
her life! 

Emma Louise Day ( 1 985-90) would like to be remembered to all 
the friends she made whilst at Sibford and also her teachers (especially 
those in the Dyslexia Unit) for giving her the encouragement and 
confidence to 'go for it' . She is on her way ! Having obtained her B .  
Tech. i n  Science last year, she has begun her studies at Aberdeen 
Uni versity, taking a degree in zoology and marine biology. 

We recently heard from our affable old friend Derek Gaffee ( 1 938-
43) who sends greetings to all old scholars who might remember 
him. Despite the trauma of a recent car accident, Derek is now ful ly  
recovered and enjoying retirement with his  wife Doris and taking an 
active part in all aspects of village l ife at  Biddenden in Kent. He also 
tel ls us that his brother Peter Gaffee ( 1 942-46) has now moved 
from Zimbabwe, where he l ived for many years, to South Africa. 

Sylvia Williams (nee Webster) ( 1 948-55 )  sends best wishes to all 
old scholars who might remember her and says that she has been in 
touch with John Richards ( 1 947-53) ,  an architect who l ives and 
works in Jersey and his sister Margaret Rhodes ( 1 950-55) who 
lives in Bromsgrove. Their uncle, incidentally is George Hather 
( 1 928-33), another of those Sibford dynasties !  

She has also heard from Eleanor Smith (nee Blunsom) ( 1 949-55) .  

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS 

It i s  with  part i c u l ar 
pleasure that we inform 
mem bers and readers 
that at the last Annual 
General Meeting the 
Pres ident  besto wed 
H o n o rary L i fe 
Membership on Mi ke 
and Wendy Finch for 
t h e i r  o u t s t a n d i n g  
s e r v i c e  b o t h  to  t h e  
School  and to t h e  
Sibford Old Scholars' 
Association. This news 
was greeted with delight 
by the meeti ng. 

GOLDEN WEDDING! 

Congratul ations to J ack and 
Monica S impson ( nee Foss) 
who celebrated their Golden 
Wedding anniversary on 27th 
July 1 996. Here 's  to the next 
fifty ! 

Mike alld Wel/dy Finch 

Jack al/d Monica Simpsol/ 

THE GEOFFREY LONG BOOK PRIZE 

The President was pleased to announce that the Geoffrey Long 
Book Prize for the best contribution by a present scholar in the 1 995 
Magazine had been awarded to Tom Lane (year 1 1 ) for his piece 
entitled - Kids Camp 1 995 "The Return". 

BRANCH REPORTS 
London Branch 
[ took over as Secretary of this branch in the Autumn of 1 995 and 
since then have been discovering what it entai l s !  

Thanks to Ashley Shir l in ,  my predecessor, we now have a 
comprehensive list of Old Scholars who l ive in the London area and 
1 am in the process of writing to invite each of them to join in the 
branch activities. 

We have had one event since August 1 995. This was held in early 
December 1 995 when Chris and 1 welcomed old scholars to our 
home in St. Albans for an Advent lunch fol l owed by home 
entertainment of poetry reading and recorded music. Twelve old 
scholars were present and another sixteen replied showing an interest 
in the branch. 

Next year 1 hope we shall be able to report an increase in both the 
number of members and the number of events. 

Pat Grimes 

(Address and telephone number appear in the list of Officers and 
Committee on page 64). 

Midland Branch 
The Midland Branch of SOSA has had two meetings since the last 
report. 

Hilary Haddleton, the Branch Secretary, reports: 

"Our first meeting was the New Year party on 28th January and it 
was held as usual at Selly Oak Meeting House in Birmingham. This 
lunch-time event was enjoyed by some forty-four old scholars and 
friends including our President, Margaret Fairnington, who had 
kindly travelled up from London. 
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After a splendid lunch, (Old scholars do eat well - it must be 
something to do with alleged inadequate diets at Sibford!) Philip 
Morris gave an abridged version of his Leslie Baily Address and 
told us about his scuba-diving holiday in the SeycheJles. 

A traditional Rocket rounded off an excellent afternoon at about 
4.00pm." 

The second event of the year was held at the honi.e of Hilmy and 
John Haddleton. and Wendy Finch reports: 

"We were del ighted to visit the home of Hi lary and John on Saturday 
22nd June at Solihull .  About twenty of us enjoyed their excellent 
hospitality and were entranced by their splendid garden where it 
was hard to believe that we were in  the middle of the vast West 
Midlands conurbation. 

The u n doubted 
highlight of the day 
was the present­
ation made by the 
B ranch to I rene 
Coxon- S m i th in 
recognition of her 
l o n g  service as 
Branch Secretary. 
She was presented 
with a microwave 
cooker and a sun­
lounger and was so 
taken by surprise 
that for once she 
had very l i ttle to 
say ' 

We were also able 
to watch P h i  l i p  

Hilary Haddlelon makes lite presenlation to fI'ene M 0 r r i s '  s 
Coxon-Smilh (lefT) fascinating video of 

h i m s e l f  scu ba­
diving in the Seychelles and to witness the amazing underwater l ife 
that abounds there. 

The male 
population then 
disappeared to 
watch the final 
stages of Euro 
96 o n  t h e  
television with 
England beating 
Spain - just ! 

Our thanks to 
Hi lary and Johrr 
for an  
e x h i l a r a t i n g 
day." 

N e x t  
H i l ary 
readers 

e v e n t :  
a s k s  

t o  
re member and 

fI'elle tries out her new sun-lounger with Hilal)' alld 
Johll Haddletoll in al/elldance 

make a note of � 
the New Year Party which will  be held at SeJly Oak Meeting House 
in Birmingham at 1 2 .30pm on Saturday 25th January 1 997. She will  
also be delighted to hear from other Old Scholars who do not attend 
and may wish to. Her address and telephone number are printed in 
the Officers and Committee l ist  shown on page 64. 

South-West Branch 
There was a meeting of the South-West Branch held at Jeanne 
Southam ' s  home "Di lkush", in Nailsea 0[1 June 22nd. 

The group enjoyed a sunny day on the verandah and after lunch paid 
a visit to the RAC Control Centre next to the A lmondsbury 
interchange on the M4-M5 motorway. The group were taken to the 
top of this unique building where they had panoramic views of the 
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A smiling group al a galhering of old scholars al Jeanne SOlllham 's home 
at Nailsea 

countryside around. The guide explained how the RAC deals with 
its national emergency calls. The group were i mpressed with the 
modern technology and the up-to-the-minute equipment that is  
used. 

Afterwards most people returned to Dilkush for tea and voted the 
day a great success. 

Jeanne Southam 

OLD SCHOLAR SPORTS EVENTS 

At the time of writing, ( 3/7/96) the temperature is  sti l l  wel l  below 20 
centigrade and it was weather similar to this that unfortunately 
caused the cancellation of the annual "Ashes" cricket fixture between 
Old Scholars' and the School which should have been held on May 
1 9th. 

The soccer match, however, went ahead as normal on a very cold 
day (as normal ! )  on January 2 1 st .  Once again the old scholars' team 
was triumphant, winning by five goals to three. 

SOSA put out a very useful side, including many of the previous 
year' s squad (mustn' t  change a winning team !) ,  and including for 
the first time Paul Mathews and the ever-fit Nigel Fletcher. 

The winners were presented this year with a magnificent new si lver 
cup donated by Mark Bennett (who again bought new boots for the 
occasion and vowed they would he his last ! )  and Ashley Shirlin. 
The sight of the trophy will, I am sure, spur the School to end this 
winning sequence by SOSA when they meet again. Of course I wil l  
not pick a severely weakened side to make this  possible. (Sorry 
Michael Jenkins for leaving you out this time.) 

To avoid being overlooked i n  what are hugely enjoyable events, 
please contact me two to three weeks in advance of the matches. My 
address and telephone number appear in  the l ist of Officers and 
Committee on page 64. 

Brian Holliday 



SOSA EDITORIAL 

This corner of spare space allows me to thank all those members 
who kindly contributed photographs and articles, which I hope 
readers wil l  agree have been of a particularly high standard tbis 
year. 

Modern technology has also enabled our printers to improve the 
conversion of coloured photographs to monochrome - a constant 
problem in the past. 

Perhaps you will  have noticed too our switch to a serif font (i .e. 
'curly' print characters) .  Not only does this seem to be more reader­
friendly, but it 'compresses' the words, permitting 1 0-20% more 
narrative per page. 

I am a newcomer to magazine production and I have to record my 
special thanks to the technical staff of Messrs. H.E.  Boddy, our 
Banbury printers, for their guidance and constructive suggestions, 
to Helen Doyle for her painstaking proof reading and - most especially 
- to Mike Finch, without whose all-round help, our half of the 1 996 
Sibford Magazine would never have seen the light of day. 

THOSE WHO ATTENDED 
THE ANNUAL REUNION 1996 

Mike Farr 

Amongst those who attended for all or part of the Reunion weekend 
or who were seen at sometime were: 

Barbara Abercrombie and Tom Evans; Ruth Aldworth; Andy and 
Lynn Arnold; Nick Bennett; Diana Baker; Grace BeckerJegge; Loma 
Bergstrom; Lee B ishop; Kay, Suzie and David Bohm; Ann and Ray 
Bond; Michael and Prisci l la Bond; Fel ix  Bourgein; Vaughan 
Bradbury; Loraine and Phil ip Brown; Moreen Budgeon; Jo Butcher; 
Eric Clements; Elizabeth and Naomi Cordiner; Frank Cookson and 
Stella Wilson; Sara Cowie; Norman Coxon; l rene Coxon-Smith; 
Clem and Margaret Cox; Stephen and Nevi l le Cox; Vonne Crook; 
Margaret Dale; Pat Dannahy; Rachael Davis; June Dawson; Adrian 
Douglas; Helen Doyle; Heather Downard; John, Susie, Mathew and 
Naomi Dunston; Jan, Romy, Joost and Bryony Elias; Isobel Evans; 
Margaret, B arnabas and Nathaniel Fairn ington and M u rray 
Alexander; Teresa Fairweather; John Farr; Mike Farr; Mike and 
Wendy Finch; Andy, Clare, Michael and Alexandra Finch; Hugo 
Finley; Ruth Fletcher; Nigel Fox; Paul Frampton; Sue Freestone; 
Ken and Elisabeth Francis; Tim Gebbett; Irene Glaister; Jul ie 
Greenhi l l  and Mike Herm; Chris, Pat, Michael and Nicola Grimes; 
Jane Gunston; Rebecca Hare; David Haines; David Hand; Arthur 
and Pamela Harrison; Pippa HalTison; Phill ipa Harman; lan Hedger; 
Ben Hedges; Robert Hockley; J im Hi l l ing; Wendy Holden; Simon 
and Isobel Horsley; Caroline Homan; John Hughes; Chris Hyde­
Piper; Claire Irving; Toby Jameson; Judith Kelly; Ronald Kennedy; 
Guy Kingham and Jane Ashdown; David Laity; Amold and Ina 
Lamb; Tom Lane; Julia Langrishe; Margaret Le Mare; Chris Legg; 
Paul Levy; Jeanne Little; Diana Lloyd; Philip Manasseh; lan Martin; 
Daphne and Hugh Maw; Peter, Anne, Daniel and Lorna McCurdy; 
Mark Mercer; Philip and Rosamond Morris; Mary Mitchel l ;  Jean 
Moore; Jean Mi l ls; Anne Muir; Brian and Jean Morphy; Barrie and 
Shelia Naylor; John and Kay Ogden; Jean and John Osborne; lan 
Parsons; Pat Parsons; Harold Pugmire; Nancy Pugmire and her two 
chi ldren; Cindy Poulton; Tim Pye; Eleri Ricci; Daniel Rose; Don 
Ryan; Ellen Salway; Julian Sandiford; Janet and Joe Sewell ;  Jim 
Shields; Margaret Shelley; Ashley, Carol, James and Maria Shirlin; 
Connie Shirl in;  Adrian Shirl in;  Jack and Monica Simpson; Claire 
Smith; David Carlton Smith; Jeanne Southam; Janet and Russell 
Steed; Stafford Steed; Mavis Sti les; Cherry and Joel Taylor; James 
Thompson; Francis Thomson; Sheila Trout; Margaret Stuart-Turner; 
Michael Van B lankenstein; Tim Wardle; Hi lary, Hester and Luke 
Waterfield; Lisa Waterfield and Kevin, Niza and Lucy Schone; Ji l l ,  
Rebecca and Thomas Wathen; John Watson; Katie Weeks; Yvonne 
Wrathal l ;  l an,  Christine and Richard Weatherhead; Ethel Wright; 
lan and Jenny Wright; B i l l  and Doris White. 

Total known 1 98 - sorry if we' ve missed anyone ! 

NOTICES 

ANNUAL REUNION 1 997 

Please note that the Annual Reunion 
next year will be held over the 
Spring Bank Holiday weekend 

between the 24th - 27th May 1 997 

AGM MINUTES 

Please note that, as last year, 
the SOSA AGM Mi nutes 

for 1 996 wil l  be provided separately 
to members of the Association 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 1 997 

SOSA versus School soccer 
match. Please contact Brian 
Holliday if you wish to play. 

Sunday 1 6th March 1 997 
kick-off2. 30pm 

Midland Brancb New Year Party 
Selly Oak Meeting House 
All are welcome 
Please contact Hilm')' Haddleton 

SOSA versus School cricket 
match. Please contact Brian 
Holliday if you wish to play. 

Satlwday 25th January 
Start 1 2.00 noon 

Sunday 1 8tb May 1997 

SOSA Annual Reunion 
Contact Julie Greenhill 

24th until 27th May 1997 

(N.B. all telephone/addresses for contacts appear in the list of 
Officers and Committee on page 64.) 
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SIBFORD OLD SCHOLARS' ASSOCIATION 

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 1 996- 1997 

PRESIDENT: 
(Until Aug. 1 997) 

VICE-PRESIDENT: 
(Until  Aug. 1 997) 

J. PHTLIP MORRIS. 
7 Maidenhead Road, 
Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Warwickshire, CV37 6XR. 
Tel .  0 1 789 20433 1 

JULIE GREENH ILL. 
64 Dundee Road, 
South Norwood, 
London, SE25 4QJ. 
Tel. 0 1 8 1  65657 1 5  

GENERAL SECRETA RY: ASHLEY J .  SHTRLIN.  
(Unti l  Aug.  1 999) Kamari, H igh Street, 

Canewdon, Essex, SS4 3PU. 
Tel.  0 1 702 258609 

TREASURER: 
(Until Aug. 1 997) 

MICHAEL R.  FINCH. 
Oakapple Cottage, 
The Square, Middle Tysoe, 
Warwickshire, CV35 OSJ. 
Tel. 0 1 295 680570 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: LUCINDA POULTON. 
(Until  Aug. 1 998) 

REUNION SECRETA RY: 
(Unti l  Aug. 1 997) 

ASSISTANT REUNION 
SECRETARY : 
(Until  Aug. 1 999) 

MAGAZINE EDITOR: 
(SOSA S ECTION) 
(Until Aug. 1 999) 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
REPRESENTA TIVE: 
(Until  Dec. ] 997) 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
REPRESENT A TIVE: 
(Until Dec. 1 999) 

RETIRING PRESIDENT: 
(Until Aug. 1 997) 

BRANCH SECRETARIES: 
LONDON: 
( No specified retiring date) 

M I DLAND: 
( No specified retiring date) 
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1 Aelwyd Isaf Cottage, 
Moelfre, Anglesey, 
Gwynedd, LL72 8LA, Wales. 
Tel .  0 1 248 4 1 046 1 

JULIE GREEN H ILL. 
64 Dundee Road, 
South Norwood, 
London, SE25 4Q1. 
Tel .  0 1 8 1  65657 1 5  

HUGO FINLEY. 
42 North Street, Chichester, 
West Sussex, P0 1 9  I NF. 
Tel. 0 1 243 53 1 7 1 3  

M ICHAEL D.T. FARR. 
1 7  Napier Gardens, Hythe, 
Kent, CT2 1 6DD. 
Tel.  0 1 303 267670 

A. NICHOLAS R. B ENNETT. 
36 Leicester Road, 
Thurcaston, 
Leicester, LE7 7JG. 
Tel . 0 1 1 6  2364206 

RUSSELL STEED. 
50 St.Francis Road, Olton, 
Solihull ,  West Midlands, 
B9 1 1 EB .  
Tel. 0 1 2 1  7074720 

MARGAQ.ET FAIRNINGTON. 
1 40 Fellows Road, London, 
NW3 3JH. 
Tel .  0 1 7 1  5863623 

CHRISTOPHER and 
PATRICIA GRIMES. 
53 Chestnut Drive, 
St. Albans, Herts., AL4 OER. 
Tel .  0 1 727 85052 1 

HILARY HADDLETON. 
8 Park A venue, Solihull ,  
West Midlands, B9 1 3EJ. 
Tel .  0 1 2 1  7050462 

COMM ITTEE MEMBERS: 
TIMOTHY C. GEBBETT Melbourne Vil la, 
(Until Aug. 1 998) 10 Brownhil l  Road, 

Chandlers Ford, 
Hampshire, S05 2EA. 
Tel. 0 1 703 254728 

NICOLA GRIMES* 
(Until Aug.  1 998) 

34 Birkendale Road, Upper 
Thorpe, Sheffield, S6 3NL. 
Tel.  0 1 1 4 2332982 

( *  Appointment wllil Aug. 1998 to be ratified at the next AGM.) 

JAMES 1. THOMPSON 
( Until Aug. 1 998) 

ADRIAN M.  DOUGLAS 
(Until Aug. 1 999) 

PAUL 1 .  LEVY 
(Until  Aug. 1 999) 

ELLEN SALWAY 
( Until Aug. 1 999) 

CO-OPTED MEMBERS: 
M ICHAEL GRIMES 
(Until  Aug. 1 997) 

M ICHAEL HERM 
(Until  Aug. 1 997) 

GUY KINGHAM 
(Until  Aug. 1 997) 

T. IAN WEA THERHEAD 
( Until Aug. 1 997) 

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS: 
HEAD 

DEPUTY HEAD 

B URSAR 

STAFF REPRESENTATIVES: 
BRIAN HOLLIDA Y 
(Until  Aug. 1 998) 

PAUL LUDLOW 
(Until  Aug. 1 997) 

HEAD BOY and 
HEAD GIRL TEAM: 

1 Lodge Close, Lock Road, 
Marlow, Bucks., SL7 I RB.  
Tel .  0 1 628 472004 

30 R iley Drive, Banbury, 
Oxon. ,  OX 1 6  7DS. 
Tel .  0 1 295 266645 

36 Fairfax Road, London, 
NW6 4HA. 
Tel .  0 1 7 1 58670 1 9  

Lime Tree Cottage, 
Burford Street, Lechlade, 
Gloucestershire, GL 7 3AR. 
Tel.  0 1 367 253297 

33 Hartland Road, London, 
N W I 8DB.  
Tel. 0 1 7 1  4825087 

64 Dundee Road, 
South Norwood, 
London, SE25 4QJ. 
Tel. 0 1 8 1 65657 1 5  

1 3C St. Annes Road, 
Eastbourne, East Sussex, 
B N2 1 2AJ. 
Tel. 0 1 323 643363 

35 Ossulton Way, 
Hampstead Garden Suburb, 
London, N2 OJ Y.  
Tel. 0 1 8 1  4583455 

SUSAN FREESTONE 
Tel. (Office) 0 1 295 78044 1 12 

SIMON C. HORSLEY 
Tel. (Office) 0 1 295 78044 1 12 

R. B RIAN MORPHY 
Tel. (Office) 0 1 295 78044 1 12 

Ammescote, Main Street, 
Sibford Ferris, Banbury, 
Oxon. ,  OX I 5  5 RE. 
Tel.  0 1 295 780500 

Gillett House, Sibford School, 
Sibford Ferris, Banbury, 
Oxon, OX 1 5  5QL. 
Tel. 0 1 295 788 1 37 

* HAZEL B ELL, FABIAN 
COLLIS,  ROSl E  H ILFERTY 
and ANDREW W A ITE. 

( *AIl), two from the above names may attend) 



THE ANNUAL REU NION 1996 



Walled Garden viewed from the Manor in full bloom, July 1996. 
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