


CHRISTMAS '93 



EDITORIAL 
Time is relative they say. One more year has passed since 
we dispatched the text of the magazine to the printers. A 
year older, a year worse ? A year older, a year wiser ? 
Who can say, but the seasons have gone full circle and 
here we are again. 

Talking about the silence experienced in Quaker meeting 
recently with another Catholic (aged 14), I was asked did I 
not think the nature of meeting rather limited what we 
could do for God. Yes, I replied, but maybe God is more 
interested in doing something in us, rather than having us 
place the emphasis for action on ourselves? The thought 
was well received. 

Which brings me to the nature of education, particularly 
in a school which claims to wish to impart at least an 
introduction to a spirituality, if not the living spirituality 
itself, as Sibford does. 

FOREWORD 
FROM THE HEADMASTER 

It is once again a great pleasure to write a few words at 
the start of the Annual Sibford M agazine. 

The year has been another eventful one in the life of the 
school, ending of course with the significant departure of 
Stephen and Liz Bunney after their eight years at Sibford. 
In September, a second position of Deputy Head was 
created, and the two posts are now filled by Simon Horsley, 
formerly Director of Studies, and Caroline Homan, who 
has come to us from Kent College in Pembury, where she 
was both Housemistress and Head of Department. We 
welcome both of them to their important new positions 
and wish them many years of happiness. 

The teaching profession continues to reel from the 
breathless sequence of changes and initiatives that have 
continued during the year. There is, however, hope that a 
certain measure of stability is in sight with the conclusion 
of Sir Ron Dearing's wide-ranging review of the National 
Curriculum·. The promise of five years with no further 
major changes comes as a welcome relief to all of us and 
gives us the opportunity to hope that now genuine benefits 
of a National Curriculum may be seen in their true light. 
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Can a spirituality (i.e. a view on the nature and meaning 
of life's events) ever be taught? Personally, I think not, but 
I am certain that exposure to people who possess a 
meaningful spirituality is one of the most educational 
experiences in life. 

John of the Cross wrote, "Where there is no Love, put 
Love and you will draw forth Love." Just as love 
communicates itself, even in a void, so too does spirituality; 
these are two words that have a close association. 

The community of Sibford loves its members, not in a 
sentimental and weak way, but by actively wishing them 
well and working on their behalf. As you read these 
pages, my wish is that you detect something of this love, 
so that you may perceive the truth which our lives speak. 

I am sure that you will find in the pages that follow a 
fascinating glimpse into the life of the school over the 
past year, not only in the classroom, but in all the other 
areas of boarding and school activity that make Sibford 
such a vital and stimulating community in which to live. 
M any individual successes will be reflected in this 
magazine, and at the time of writing this, I look forward, 
as I always do, to reading the selection of original literary 
contributions from pupils of all ages. 

The magazine also includes sections devoted to the 
Parents, Staff and Friends Association, and to the Old 
Scholars Association, and I am pleased to have the 
opportunity of expressing my thanks to those members 
of both organisations who have done so much during the 
past year to support the school and develop further the 
links between us. 

I hope you will have great enjoyment in reading the 
Sibford M agazine 1994. Susie and I, and our children, 
Matthew and Naomi, wish you all a good Christmas 
season, and peace and happiness in the New Year. 

John Dunston 

P.S.F.A: Editor Frank Surry 

CO-ORDINATOR: Michael Finch 

PRINTERS: H.E. Boddy and Co. Ltd., Banbury 

which gained A * in the Summer 1994 exams. 
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WELCOME 
BETH BANNING 

I was born in Harrogate, 
but have lived in 
Leamington Spa and the 
Pendle area for many 
years. I have been a 
payroll manager for a 
multi-national company 
and have also taught 3 
and 4 year olds, acting 
as senior matron in a 
girls' boarding school in 
Cheshire in between. 

In September I forsook 
the cloth caps, clogs and 
chip butties of 

Lancashire for the sophistication of Banbury. I leave behind 
me my daughte r and two g randsons, and in Cumbria my 
son, who is in the RAF. 

I enjoy travelling, especially to E. Europe, but the highlight 
of this year's holiday was Verona and a pe rformance of 
the opera " Aida". I look forward to exploring the Oxon. 
countryside and rediscovering places I haven't seen for 
many a year. 

AN DREW BELCHER 

I was born in Sheffield, 
South Yo rkshi re , and 
u nfo rtu n ate Iy su ppo rt 
Sheffield Wednesday as a 
result. 

Before coming to Sibford 
this September, I spent 
seven years at the Royal 
Alexand ra and Albe rt 
School as a deputy 
housemaster the re. I am 
now the third member of 
their care staff to "transfer" 
across to Sibford. 

I enjoy a wide selection of sports and outdoor activities and 
look forwa rd"to a happy time with you all here in Sibford. 

DAVID BLAND 

David Bland was born in 
Ha rtlepool, Cleveland in 
1945. After leaving school 
in 1963, he worked in the 
Civil Service and in the 
SPCK Bookshop in Durham 
until 1967, before training 
as a teacher at St. Paul's 
College, Cheltenham. In 
1972, he became a teacher 
at John Fe rneley High 
School, Melton Mowbray. 
In 1986, he left teaching in 
o rd e r  to unde rtake 
publicity and p romotion 
afte r the publication of his 
biography of Aled Jones, 

the Welsh boy-soprano. He then did some pe rsonal 
historical research and temporary employment before 
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resuming a teaching career in Hertfordshire in 1990. 

He enjoys a va riety of hobbies, including choral singing 
and listening to all types of music as well as refereeing 
soccer matches and playing badminton. He is an avid 
reade r and collector of books and also enjoys t ravelling, 
visiting Greece, Guernsey and Tunisia and his holiday 
caravan in Pembrokeshire. 

David will be taking ove r responsibility for Fielding House 
in the New Year. We welcome him to a long and happy 
time at Sibford. 

AN DREW BUSBY 

Andrew joined the school last 
year as Maintenance Carpenter. 
He was born in Banbury and 
has lived there to this day. He is 
ma rried to Sue and has two 
sons aged 14 and 16. 

After school, he went to Norman 
Collisson's in Bicester and 
qualified after a 4 year carpentry 
apprenticeship, being made 
immediately redundant, a 
common enough practice in the 
1960s. Andrew has always done 

carpentry work except for a 9 year spell with British Leyland 
in Oxford, but he did not really like working inside and 
soon left to rejoin the building t rade, where his heart is. 
Now he brings all his experience to work with us at 
Sibford, where he is very welcome. 

SIMON DAKEYNE 

I am ve ry happy to be 
teaching Maths h e re at 
Sibford, having taught at 3 
other local schools over the 
last 12 years. These have all 
been fai rly la rge 
Comprehensives, so I love the 
much m o re 'family' 
atmosphere of the Sibford 
corridors, and the peaceful 
nature of the Meetings. 

I've never been quite sure 
whether I like Maths or Skiing 
best of all human endeavours. Despite giving up Maths 
study at Cambridge in favour of the chattier Economics, I 
can't stop myself working out quick ways to multiply 2.75 
by 11.9 in the quiet of the night, and often have to get up 
at 3 a.m. to draw a new Tessellation on my computer -
afte r it has been going round my head for hours. I'm sure 
you know how it feels. 

On the other hand, nothing in life is quite as much fun as 
skiing fast, surrounded by huge white peaks, and a little 
late for a rendezvous with yourfriends. Those split seconds 
when you can feel your ski-tips crossing beneath the 
snow and you know that everything is about to disintegrate 
seem to encompass the whole of life to me - a beautiful 
world, bodies that nearly behave themselves, and the 
vulnerability of our slightly overstepping the mark 
sometimes. 

I hope to be able to ski, play squash or tennis with some of 
you, and certainly show you how to multiply 2.75 by 11.9 
during my time here at Sibford. 



BARBARA HAWKRIDGE 

Hi, I'm Ba rbara a new 
membe r of the 
secretarial staff. 

My family and I recently 
moved into the 
neighbouring village of 
Tad ma rton havi ng 
spent the previous 18 
years in South Wales, 
p rior to my husband 
Mike's company 
relocating to 
Leamington Spa. 
Having been the school 
secretary at a primary 
school in South 
Glamorgan and having 
two child ren of our 
own, Emma 14 and 
Richard 12, I am 
certainly no stranger to the pleasures and pains of school 
life. 

When I am not working or planning the next room for my 
husband to decorate, I enjoy reading and horse-riding, 
but my favourite pastime is playing badminton, and I 
have recently joined the Bloxham Badminton Club, where, 
with a new coach, I hope to improve my game. 

CAROLlNE HOMAN 

I was delighted to arrive 
at The A rk in the 
beginning of August 
and, as people started 
to retu rn afte r their 
summe r holidays, I 
began to realise what a 
vib rant and f riendly 
community I had 
joined. 

I was born and b rought 
up in the South East. 
Apart from five years 
away t raining in 
Durham and Bristol, I 
have spent most of my 
adult life in Kent and 
Sussex. I enjoy the 
countryside and so I am 

looking forward to walking in the Cotswolds afte r many 
years of exploring the South Downs. During the holidays 
I hope to find time to cook, garden, visit art galleries and 
the theatre. I recently finished my M.A. in Religion and 
Education and so I want to continue my reading on 
spirituality and Quakerism. 

For the past five years I was head of R.E. and head of 
House at Kent College a Methodist boarding and day 
school for girls, just outside Tunbridge Wells. Before that 
I taught in different comprehensives in Brighton, Seaford, 
Hailsham and Tunbridge Wells. 

I first started attending The Society of Friends in Lewes 
and am a member of that monthly meeting. It is a g reat 
p rivilege to be working in a school which has at the heart 
of its philosophy that there is that of God in everyone of 
us; that all people are special and to be valued as such. 

RICHARD HUTCHINSON 

I was b rought up in both 
Mid-Wales and No rth 
Shropshire count ryside, so 
the idea of teaching in a 
school such as Sibford 
immediately appealed to 
me. 

I feel extremely privileged 
to be pioneering Spanish to 
more members of the school 
than ever before. Languages 
ce rtainly have a great deal 
to offe r all students, 
especially in terms of self­
esteem and socia l 
development. 

My own schooling had been 
at Shrewsbury and then on 
to Wolve rhampton University , studying for a B.A. Hons. 
European Studies with Spanish. During 1992 I was at the 
Unive rsity of Zaragoza in northern Spain and then I 
completed my PGCE at Manchester, before taking up this, 
my first full-time teaching post. 

I am the third of four brothers and my family often 
introduce me as " Richard the third". I enjoy most 
t raditional sports and also music. Travelling to the 
continent, especially to France and Spain, is a favourite 
activity. 

GEOFF SLADE 

I originate f rom Cardiff, 
and studied fo r my 
degree in Geography 
and Economics at 
U nive rsity Col lege, 
London. 

Afte r studying for a 
diploma in Education at 
Swansea, I took up a 
teaching post in the 
Cotswolds, whe re I 
remained f o r  thi rty 
years. 

I was Head of 
Geography at Campden 
f o r  many yea rs and 
more recently se rved 
on the Seni o r  
Management Team 
where my main responsibility was Head of Sixth Form. In 
the last five years I have developed 'A' level Business 
Studies at Campden, as well as continuing to teach 'A' 
level Geography. 

I am married and live in Chipping Campden with my wife 
Jill who runs a Bed and Breakfast business. We have two 
daughters Ceri and Laura, who, since they are 28 and 26 
respectively, no longer live with us in Campden. 

My interests revolve around sport and outdoor pursuits. 
Rugby was my main sport and naturally I support Cardiff 
and Wales. However, I spend an increasing amount of my 
f ree time in the mountains of the Lake Dist rict and 
Snowdonia. 

I am looking forward to a new challenge at Sibford. My 
first impression is of a very positive and f riendly school. I 
am sure I shall be the richer for my time here; I hope I can 
offer something in return. 

3 



DIANA THORNE 

Diana joined Sibford in 
Octobe r 1993 as 
Bursar's Secretary and 
came to us f rom the 
D ragon School in 
Oxford where she held 
the same position. 

Diana was educated at 
Be rkhamsted School 
for Girls and attended 
sec retarial college in 
Oxford. She worked in 
a local vete rin a ry 
p ractice for many years 
and then worked for 
land agents befo re 
joining the D ragon 
School. 

Diana has lived in Shenington for 26 years where she runs 
a smallholding and her particular interests are beef cattle 
and horses. 

Diana has two daughters: Peta, a teacher, and Vashti, a 
childrens' librarian. She has two g randchildren. Diana is a 
keen bridge player and skier. She is interested in all 
aspects of country life, travel and all equestrian activities. 

LYN USHER 

I am a recent convert to 
the joys of country living 
since I moved here last 
Ch ristmas with my 
husband. Prior to my move 
I lived and worked in Surrey. 

Graham and I have known 
each othe r since we were 
eleven as we were at school 
together. We have been 
married for fourteen years. 

I enjoy keeping fit and 
healthy and wo rkout 
regularly in the gym or 
pool. My golf is improving 
due to the abundance of 
local courses and walking 
is now a pleasu rable 
expe rience. 

At home I relax with my pet chinchillas and rabbits. 

TREVOR WAL TERS 

Born at a very early age. Trevor has never really got over 
the fact that he is not Myles na Gopaleen, legendary I rish 
wit and raconteur. To compensate fo r this. during 
childhood he was given to eating vast quantities of jelly 
and holding his mother's hand. Traces of this behaviour 
can still be seen in his love of end-of-term pa rties and 
close affinity to door handles. Lately he has also developed 
something of a taste for his own words, and can regularly 
be seen eating them in staff meetings and pe rsonal 
inte rviews with the Headmaster. His hobbies include 
staying awake and thinking about nothing in particular. In 
the latte r he is a recognised world leade r and might 
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challenge anybody to 
think less if he thought 
more about it. He will 
soon be taking up a new 
post in the school, at 
the end of the rugby 
pitch. Discussion has 
been rife as to whether 
he will be clad with 
blue, yellow or white 
padding round the 
bottom. As eve r, his 
mother has had the last 
word: "Pink. He was 
pink when he popped 
out, and he'll be pink 
till he pops it - and that's 
my last word on the 
matter, sonny." 

U rgent tests are being carried out to determine the effects 
of prolonged exposure at the nursery stage to the Guardian 
Women's Page instead of "Janet and John." In the 
meantime, rugby players are advised to wear Chanel. We 
wish him a happy stay here and hope that he will remembe r 
to wash. 

FAREWELL 
STEPHEN BUNNEY 

In his eight years at Sibford, Stephen Bunney swept like a 
whirlwind through the place. 

Stephen came to us from a post as Housemaste r at one of 
the othe r Quaker Schools, Sidcot. He brought with him 
clearly many fond memories of his time there, and of his 
work in the boarding house, and it was this aspect of his 
new post as Deputy Head at Sibford, taken on at a 
remarkably young age, that reflected his greatest passion. 
For Stephen was in his very fibre a supporter of boarding 
education for the sake of all it can offer young people. 
Though the demands of his work as Deputy Head were 
considerable and varied, he nonetheless regularly found 
the opportunity to spend time in one or othe r of the 
boa rding houses. In that capacity, he gave particular 
support to members of the house staff, and got to know 
the boarders especially well. He regularly lent his weight 
to moves to improve the accommodation of particularly 
the Assistant House Staff, and as far as boa rding activities 
were concerned, if no-one was available to take them, 
well, he simply ran them himself. 

But of course, the role of Deputy Head encompasses 
much more than simply boarding. The day-to-day running 
of the school is often a Deputy Head's responsibility, and 
so it was here throughout Stephen's time. He divided his 
eight years almost equally between the two Headmasters 
who worked with him. Jim Graham dubbed him 'young 
Mr. Sibford' , following the affectionate nick-name given 
to Stephen's predecessor, Ken Francis, known as 'Mr. 
Sibford'. The epithet was accurate in that there was ha rdly 
an area of school life in which Stephen's influence could 
not be pe rceived. He also took upon himself the complex 
task of constructing a school timetable, initially in company 
with one or two colleagues, but latterly taking on the 
challenge almost single-handed. Well, not quite, because 
one of his many computers was always at hand, either 
plugged in or on his knees. Indeed the affection with 
which he was permanently experimenting with these toys 
was a pa rticularly endearing feature. 



But what about the classroom? In his years at the school, 
Stephen taught Mathematics and Humanities, but often 
took up othe r subjects as and when the need arose. He 
also managed to spend one day a week for one academic 
year taking the RSA course in Dyslexic Teaching at 
Evesham. This reflected his g rowing inte rest in and 
sympathy with dyslexic children, and after he qualified, 
Stephen became an active member of the Dyslexic 
Department, where his often idiosyncratic spelling 
endeared him especially. On the sports field, nothing was 
too much t rouble or an impossible challenge for him: 
cricket, socce r, umpiring, refe reeing, not to mention his 
annual tour de force as inspiring commentator on Sports 
Day, whe re he would ensure that those coming in at the 
end of a race received just as much applause as those 
who had already arrived. 

In many ways, moments such as those were the hallmark 
of Stephen's Deputy Headship: always a supporter of the 
underdog, a champion of those to whom life had dealt a 
raw hand, in Stephen they would find a spokesman of 
unequalled ene rgy. Countless must be the children who 
have felt that after meeting Stephen Bunney they were in 
fact somebody, and this is an achievement that I know 
they will cherish throughout their lives. I suspect that it 
lies at the heart of Stephen's Ouakerism, and ce rtainly it 
was a subject on which he often ministered in Meeting at 
school. 

If anyone had tried to write a job description of Stephen's 
role with hindsight, it would have been of encyclopaedic 
length. Liz, by her tolerance and unde rstanding, made 
much of this possible. As well as being extremely active in 
her own profession as Health Visitor, she gave Stephen 
considerable support in his work at the school, and their 
home was often open to staff and pupil visitors alike. In 
fact family and school seemed almost inseparable for the 
Bunneys, as Stephen's father George remains School 
Treasurer and a senior member of the School Committee, 
having held the post now for several years. It was a great 
joy for everyone in the community, when in 1993 the 
Bunney twins William and Rosanna arrived safely. From 
then on, one of the new sights on campus was that of Liz 
- or indeed occasionally Stephen too - striding along the 
paths as they wheeled the babies round for some fresh 
air, or to watch a cricket match. (Given the family history 
of involvement in cricket, it is highly likely that both the 
children will one day make their mark in the sport.) 

Finally the time came when he and Liz felt that they 
should be moving on. The arrival of their family may have 
led them to think that a new chapter was opening, but 
once the decision had been made, it did not take Stephen 
long to obtain his new post as Head of Boarding at De 
Aston School in Market Rasen, Lincolnshire. Although it 
may not be quite the Yorkshire setting that they had once 
had in mind for their next move, I have no doubt that they 
will bring enormous happiness and fun to that fortunate 
community. Stephen has made a conscious decision to 
concentrate for the next stage of his life and career on that 
aspect of school life which, as we know, held a particular 
att raction for him. There is much work to be done 
promoting and developing boa rding afte r the massive 
upheaval caused by both the recession and rapid changes 
in the social pe rception that it has received. Stephen will 
once again be a fine representative of the virtues of 
boarding education. We all can imagine how much the 
Bunneys will enrich the new community of Market Rasen, 
just as we all already know how much we miss them here. 

We wish them both, and William and Rosanna, many 
happy years in their new environment, much success and 
satisfaction at work and as they watch their family grow, 
and may God's blessing go with them. 

JO HN DU NSTON 

AN DREW CHOWNE 1984 -1994 

After 10 years and 52 classes, it's time to say goodbye. 10 
years is not so long - it just seems it to me. After all, my 
association with the school began in 1974 when my brother 
started at Sibford. 

As I look back through my oid mark books I find 3 favourite 
classes. The 1988 leavers (set 1) were exceptional. They 
took the last '0' level in Novembe r 87 and then the first 
GCSE in June 88. Charlotte Bewsher, Imogen Crofts, Neil 
Dymott, Wendy Imonioro, Nadja Krohnert, Mark Meadows, 
Wendy and Gillian Perkins, Emma Rivers, Graham Stewart, 
Ben Taylor, Michelle Wood and the rest. Where are you 
now? I still have your pen - but the Cointreau is gone! 

The leavers 1992 (set 2) I especially enjoyed teaching. 
Andrew Campbell, Susannah Day, Beena Dean, Sarah 
Evans, Giles Gale, Andrew Gough, Samantha Payne, Ben 
St ratton-Woodward, Michael Thomson, Katy Tuthill, 
Elizabeth Wilson and the rest. Some went sailing with me, 
some played football and some went camping. Where are 
you now? 

The leavers 1995 (set 1) - Year 11 this year. I know where 
you are. Greg Austin, Judith Cave, Jennifer Chou, Laurence 
Colegrave, Ben Colman, Tim Davey, Theresa Jack, Lynne 
Mather, Ellen Salway, Jonathan Snow, Mollie Tustian, 
Erlend Webb and the rest. Thankyou for the good boy 
sweeties, Mollie and Lynne. Look after the calculator, 
Jonathan. Thankyou Theresa. And Ben - I forgive you for 
unspringing my bed. Good luck in June. 

I have enjoyed doing many activities other than teaching 
Maths during the 10 years. Sailing the Lorne Leader (a 100 
ft Brixham Trawler) a round Mull - even with a broken 
cheekbone - was a highlight. Equal with going to America 
with Jonathan Robinson and the football team. Chartering 
two 40 ft yachts in Poole Harbour was a real experience -
especially with the lifeboat being called out! Read back 
copies of the Sibford Magazine for the full stories to the 
above. 

I have been lucky enough to go on a few activities weeks 
o rganised by Andy Newbold. Fairthorne, Fairthorne, 
Fairthorne, Lake District, Lyme Regis, France and the Lake 
District. They are excellent weeks, hard work but very 
worthwhile. Have a good time in the Lake District next 
year. 

The Sailing Club, Football teams and more recently the 
Duke of Edinburgh's Award scheme have given me many 
happy, p recious, moments. As did living in Nansen as 
assistant for two years. Watching a programme on the 
aftermath of a nuclea r war with the 5th form - Paul 
Johnson, Chris Wood etc is arguably the most educational 
2 hours I have spent. 

The Staff have already heard my goodbye speech - but I 
would like to give some special thank-yous. Jim Graham 
for introducing me to Lisa, Tony and Jeanette Skeath for 
looking after me in Nansen. The Maths Department: Dave 
Goodwin, Frank Cookson, Mike and Jenny Wollerton, 
Gareth Jeremy, Diane Grey, Rolie Clarke and Derek Wyeth. 
Dave and Tony again for coming sailing with me for so 
many years - and coping so well with the lifeboat. Andy 
Newbold (and family - Tim Peter and Gill) for all those 
special moments on the activities weeks, D of E's and 
Childrens Camp - and helping with the crossword! 

Goodbye Sibford 
Andy Chowne 
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SHIRLEY CHOWNE 

Shirley Chowne's twenty one years at Sibford span a 
wide-ranging and substantial contribution to School life. 
For example a recent majo r task of Shi rley's was 
unde rtaken as Appeal Secretary wo rking for Paul 
Frampton, who voluntarily devoted much of eighteen 
months to the appeal. The result is the Sports Hall which 
opened in January 1991. 

Together Paul and Shirley helped and encouraged Friends 
to raise £750,000, an achievement we all enjoy the benefits 
of now, and which generations will also do in future. 

However, Shirley's Sibford life has not been confined to 
an 8.30 to 5.15 routine. Her family connections with the 
School run deep too. David Chowne is an old scholar and 
Andrew, Shirley's oldest son and David's brother, was 
until last year Sibford's Head of Maths. Lisa, Shirley's 
g randson Robert's mother, was until recently Sibford's 
Senior Mistress. Lisa and her husband Andy met as 
teachers here. 

Lisa's father-in-law Derek has not escaped the Sibford 
connection! The escapement (or other technical bit) of the 
Hill clock has been a perplexity for some time now and we 
have been very g rateful for Derek's patient search for the 
best way to get the clock to keep time without giving up 
on the marvellously simple and compact mechanism 
behind the huge dial by installing an electric motor. 

Retirement is most unlikely to sever Shirley's links with 
Sibford - no doubt, instead, their compass will continue to 
expand; Quo volo vagor! 

ROSALEEN CLARK 

Sadly, no sooner had we welcomed Rolie to Sibford last 
year, in the pages of the magazine, than she had to leave 
us shortly afte rwards. She made a full cont ribution to the 
school teaching Maths part-time, and we wish her well in 
her future. 

DIANE GREY 

Diane Grey is leaving Sibford after four terms with us to 
return to industry, her first love. 

Sibford is fortunate in being the school which benefitted 
from Diane's cheerful, hardworking and direct presence, 
both in the classrooms and the staffroom, as well as on 
school t rips out. Our loss really is industry's gain. Good 
luck, Diane! 

JANICE JOHNSON 

Janice joined Sibford on a temporary appointment and is 
now no longer teaching with us. We are grateful for the 
energy she gave to the school and are pleased to report 
that we shall remain in touch with her through the Society 
of Friends in Banbury and th rough the Association of 
Teachers and Lecturers, on whose Executive she se rves 
for Oxon. 

GIDEON HEDLEY 

Gideon, the son of Stuart and Evonne Hedley of Lister 
House, has left Sibford after se rving here for two years as 
a resident student and then as Care Assistant to begin 
t raining as a paramedic with the Ambulance Service. It 
had long been Gideon's wish to join one of the eme rgency 
se rvices, and now that he has been accepted, all the 
school community wishes him great success and fulfilment 
in his chosen career. Every time we see a mobile phone, 
we think of him! 
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CAROL YN LOVEJOY 

After 9'/2 years in the school, working in the laundry 
initially and then as House Staff and Care Assistant in 
Nansen Girls and latterly the Manor, Carolyn has left 
Sibford to train as an assistant manageress with the new 
Sainsbury's store in Banbury. Her son, Andrew, completed 
his GCSEs here in the summer of 1994 and is now studying 
in the town, where the family will live. The school 
community will miss Carolyn, who always gave generously 
of he rself, and we wish much happiness and good luck to 
her and to Ron, her husband, in the future. 

GILL MANTHORPE 

Gill was with us for six years at Sibford, joining us from 
Banbury Technical College to take over the running of 
Fielding House and to organise the Care Course in the 
Sixth Form. Gill at once made her mark in the House by 
filling it with plants, flowers, pictures and laughter. This 
was greatly appreciated by all those in the House. 

Recent years have seen considerable changes in post­
GCSE education, and during this period Gill's experiences 
helped the school implement its own changes successfully. 
Vocational education became the distinctive hall mark of 
sixth form education at Sibford. 

Later, Gill became Head of Sixth Form and under her we 
introduced the Certificate of Pre-Vocational Education, 
followed by the Diploma of Vocational Education, in our 
curriculum. Her background in further education provided 
an excellent grounding for the implementation of these 
courses and gave us a link between school and college. 

Gill has now become Teacher Training Co-Ordinator at 
Tile Hill College in Coventry, and we all wish her eve ry 
success in her new work. We wish the whole family, Gill, 
Paul, Emma and Tom, much happiness in the future as 
they settle down in Sibford Ferris, where they have chosen 
to settle. 

Thank you , Gill. 

IN MEMORIAM 

JODY SHARP 1977 - 1994 

"He so loved the country" 



HOUSE REPORTS 
FIELDING 

There have been many memorable experiences shared in 
Fielding over the last school year. We function on a two­
yearly cycle, a new intake of students arri�ing to replace 
the leavers. The Upper Sixth have to deal with the changes 
- the loss of old friends, many of them particularly close, 
and assume, to a degree, leadership roles. The process of 
adjustment is both challenging and exciting. 

Like any house or home the day-to-day functions and 
structures can seem monotonous but sharing a home 
with 30 other young people has so many enjoyable and 
pleasant moments, such as pool games, cushion fights, 
shared walks and music and late night chats. 

It had to be Gill's idea to engage some of the members of 
the house in the stage-management of a room change. 
Imagine coming home to the house after a long day's 
work experience and walking into your room only to 
wonder whether you actually existed! Bed, furniture, 
posters, books, every object that helped define you a

.
s a 

person is gone. The shock is enough to send you. rushing 
to the bathroom, only to discover your room IS there, 
accurate in every detail! Naturally, everything was moved 
back, but all that effort appeared to be worth the laughter. 

Kareoke is fun, and with Gill in charge everyone was no 
shrinking violet! Jackie Penny was excused because of 
laryngitis. And the house discovered they had some tal�nt; 
Edmund Vip, Andy Wan and Lucy Cole were all overnight 
stars. 

In spite of the frequent moans of the 6th Form
. 

about 
being cut off from the real world and there being no 
special provision for young adults in Fielding and Sibford, 
the list of memorable outings mentioned seemed 
considerable. Particularly memorable is the Christmas 
Dinner at Pizza land in Banbury, a ten-pin-bowling trip 
with old scholars and a trip to Lazar Quest. All agreed that 
the final outing to Chipping Norton to play skittles was the 
social event of the year. It was the last outing for the 1993/ 
4 Fielding House student body and staff. It was good that 
Stephen Bunney was able to be there so that we could 
wish him well. The evening proceeded in an extremely 
cheery manner but ended in a dramatic way with a 
tremendous thunderstorm and a power cut. The drive 
home across country in the deluge damped people's spirits 
a little but was also a final unifying adventure. 

Already, this Autumn Term we are having visits and phone 
calls from last year's students, who, in spite of assuring 
us that they were anxious, nay desperate to leave, seem 
to be drawn back! No doubt we will see many of them on 
Bonfire Night. 

Peter M ace 
Jackie Penny 

GILLETT HOUSE 

Andy Glover started last year's report by saying that 
Gillett was 'back in business', and how true Andy's 
statement was. The boys and staff soon settled into a 
routine and the house soon became a second home for 
the boys and a home for me. 'It feels homely': not my 
words, but the words of the many visitors we have had to 
Gillett over the year, and time after time the same words 
and the same term, 'homely', This is due largely to the 
boys who have gone out of their way to make everyone 
feel welcome and a part of the House. 

Johnny Cowan practising his survival skills outside 
Gillett - you never know when, on the long walk up to 
The Hil/, you may find yourself stuck for months in the 
snow!! 

Gillett is like a large family and like any family we have 
our ups and downs; sometimes the plans we made at the 
beginning of last year came true and others didn't. Plans 
to build our own darkroom never developed, so we started 
the garden instead but due to lack of green fingers that 
too hasn't been finished, but our re-decoration programme 
has been going well with the help of the boys and press­
ganged members of staff. We have finished the common 
room and entrance hall, the kitchen has had a number of 
improvements made to it over the past year and we have 
on-going plans for refurbishing our games room. 

Thanks to the generosity of some parents a number of the 
improvements have been made possible. We ha�e 
received over the past year a snooker and table-tennis 
table, rugs and settees for our common room and even a 
stereo unit. I would like to say a very big thank-you to 
those parents for their support and I hope that many more 
parents and friends of Gillett will feel able to help us in the 
same way in the years to come. 

It is at this point I want to mention the staff team we have 
in the house. Alison Pearce the House Assistant has been 
a driving force in keeping the house on track throughout 
the year, and I look forward to working with her for many 
years to come. Andy Glover was our Housemaster for the 
first year and under his leadership the House became 
what it is today, a happy and safe environment to live and 
play in, so many thanks to him also for making my first 
year at Sibford such a good one. And a thank-you also to 
the attached staff for a ll their support; Andrew Newbold, 
Karen Turburfield and our newest colleague, Simon 
Dakeyne. I hope his time at Sibford is a happy one. 

During the last year we have held a variety of house 
events including a trip to Lasar Quest and two BBQs, one 

James Tsai playing pool. 
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Simon Hawkins and Chris Freeman making the most of 
their spare time. 

in Sibford's wet season (flaming June?) with Mark Davis 
and Jeseda Kiatnawanand holding umbrellas over my 
head so I could finish cooking, and the other in blazing 
sunshine with the School's very expensive gas bar-b-Q 
which came without any instructions. So on the advice of 
an unnamed boy, I used charcoal to cook with. I understand 
my mistake now and I hear they are still trying to scrape 
burnt pieces of sausage off it. 

It just remains for me to say good-luck to Gillett's old 
scholars in all they do, and to wish that all in Gillett have a 
successful and fun year. 

Paul. J. Ludlow 

LlSTER BOYS' HOUSE 

Our Jumble Sale held on Open Day in support of E.C.G. 
School, Kpassa, Ghana, raised £300, and £200 of this has 
been sent out along with photographs, letters, magazines 
as our contribution towards its continuing success and 
development. We are looking forward to hearing from the 
pupils and teachers again soon and we thank all who 
contributed in any way to our fund-raising scheme. 

Our House Council which has run since 1982 continues to 
be a successful vehicle for listening to students needs and 
ideas and develops a sense of co-operative responsibility 
and involvement in decisions concerning the welfare of 
everyone living in Lister. This year the secretary is John 
Matthews and decisions have already been taken to update 
our stereo system, make a positive effort to continue to 
improve our garden areas and maintain lists and requests 
for maintenance routines. 

We are about to enjoy the benefits of a new heating 

Jumble Sale for Ghana School 
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system which has been long overdue. The electric fans 
have been removed having toiled timelessly but 
inefficiently since 1962 to be replaced by storage heaters 
which now give us a pleasant ambient heat all the time 
instead of short bursts of comfort. All areas of the House 
will be warm enough for pleasant and creative activities 
to take place and we have now reached our target of 35 
beds allowing an activity space in each dormitory area, an 
aim which we began last year. 

Gideon Hedley has left us after two years, the last one as 
Care Assistant, to begin his Para medic training with 
Oxfordshire Ambulance Service and it is reported that he 
has thoroughly enjoyed his first few months in his new 
career. Paul Rae has joined us as our new Care Assistant 
from Penn and he has already shown that he has much to 
offer all of us in organising pupils' routines, welfare and 
activities in a friendly and generous manner. We look 
forward to a long and happy association together. 

Ben Colman is our new House Captain ably supported by 
three Deputies this year: Tim Davey, Bart Kerswell and 
Daniel Oates. This promises to be another positive, amiable 
and constructive year led by an able group of senior boys. 

Stuart Hedley 

MANOR HOUSE 

The atmosphere in the Manor has changed in many ways 
since the beginning of the new school year. 

Now we have said goodbye to last year's 5th years and 
warmly welcomed the new 1st years, the house is smaller 
and slightly quieter, but no less manic. 

This year the Manor has agreed to support and raise 
funds for Cancer Research and we hope it will be as 
successful as our last charities. 

The return of Janet Gregory, with new help from Diane 
Howes, has brought smiles to the faces of Manor Boarders. 

All the girls in the Manor would like to take this opportunity 
to renew their thanks to Lesley Norton and Carolyn Lovejoy 
as well as welcoming the new Deputy Heads. We all hope 
this year will be as successful as the last. 

Judith Cave - Year 11 

This year we see fewer girls boarding in the Manor, which 
for the girls is a bonus as it means more space for them. 
Financially it's not such good news. Our aim this year is to 
improve the social side of our house, and we have lots of 
exciting ideas in the pipeline, some of which we hope to 
fulfil within this coming year. The Manor staff would like 
to welcome all the new girls who have settled into 
boarding-school life very quickly; here are some of their 
views of their first few weeks in the Manor. 

"I was really homesick when I came to this school, but 
now I have made some good friends. I find weekly boarding 
has helped me settled in. " 

"The Manor is a place of fun and freedom, even though 
we have to go to bed the same time as Orchard Close. " 

"I enjoy the Manor. We do a lot more, but you have to 
make more of your spare time because you have more 
responsibilities. I want to stay a long time because I enjoy 
it. " 

"I think Sibford is a nice school. The Manor is great. I like 
m y  dorm and my new friends. I also like all the sport. " 



"I like the Manor because I have more free time. The 
Manor is homely and totally different to Orchard Close 
and it is not so bad having to go to bed at the same time as 
Orchard Close. " 

Well, those are some of the views of the new-comers. All 
very positive, which makes the staff feel very good. Long 
may it last! 

Carolyn Lovejoy 
Lesley Norton 

ORCHARD CLOSE BOARDING HOUSE 

The year in Orchard Close began with sixteen boarders. 
The mix of half established and half new children proved 
beneficial to the community . 

As the full boarders attend school within the environs of 
Orchard close it was thought to be beneficial for a varied 
weekend programme of off-campus activities to be 
provided. Even on the coldest weekends, in the middle of 
winter, an effort was made to get out and about. The cries 
of "Do we have to?" invariably changed to "Can we come 
again?" or "That was great!". 

In-house "mini discos", with flashing torches, proved fun 
on Saturday evenings. 
Highlights of the weekends were visits to Adventure 
playgrounds. Bourton-on-the-Water and The Slaughters 
continued to be popular places for exploring river beds in 
wellingtons. 

This September, four of the boarders remained to welcome 
eight new residents, plus a new matron, Beth Banning. 
They have settled quickly with the help of James Bond, 
Gail Mills, Phil Mendl and Oorothy Griffiths, the attached 
staff in Orchard Close. 

This group of boarders also love the outdoors and sport. 
As soon as the light evenings came, "The Piece" was 
used constantly by the children. They have enjoyed 
rounders, cricket and a variety of games in this lovely 
open space behind Orchard Close. Since this current term 
commenced weekend visits have already been made to 
Burford Wildlife Park, the Oasis, Swindon and Moreton 
Arboretum. 

Finally my fears last year were that I would gain a family 
as Tamsin acquired more and more "house brothers" and 
"house sisters". In fact I have lost a daughter to the 
Boarding House. Recently a new pupil was heard to ask, 
"Why does Tamsin sometimes go into Mrs. Young's 
house?" 

Elizabeth Young 

PENN HOUSE 

Creature comforts continue to be a feature of our rolling 
programme of improvements to the House this year. With 
more space in a number of the dormitories, it has been 
possible to create more of a "bed sit" feel to them. The 
generosity of our parents has also led to the appearance 
of new furniture, new books for our House library, and a 
substantial amount of food for consumption at our end of 
year barbecue. 

Bruno Haward made a very good job of House captain, 
remaining calm and reliable throughout. He is succeeded 
by Jon-Paul Hewick who has already shown the signs of 
leadership and responsibility for which he was chosen. 
We hope for great things from Johnny Snow as his deputy 

and from Paul Roberts as he takes charge of the House 
sporting activities. 

On a sporting note, it was gratifying to see that Penn has 
maintained its tradition of success on the games field, 
despite, perhaps, the armchair rugby playing nature of its 
Housemaster! We continued to score decisive victories in 
a variety of sports and after-match parties became quite a 
feature on winning days. 

We were enormously grateful for the dedication and 
involvement of Paul Rae and Martin Gulliford as Care 
Assistant and Third Man, respectively. They have left their 
mark on the House, and many boys are grateful for their 
support and friendship. 

This year we welcome Andrew Belcher and Tony Skeath 
to the House staff team. Their experience in boarding care 
will, I am sure, prove invaluable. 

Our Thursday House Meetings for Worship have been a 
regular source of inspired thought, each providing 
fascinating insight and illumination on a wide variety of 
topics. To all the contributors and to everyone who has 
helped Penn to continue this year as an enjoyable "home­
away-from-home" - thank you. 

Mike Spring 

LEAVING SIBFORD. 

It seems impossible to describe what it really means to 
me. EVERYTHING, would probably be the easiest answer. 
The truth is, although I drove away from the little crowd 
gathered outside the Manor on a summer's day almost 
six months ago; it wasn't then that realisation dawned. 
Then, I could only imagine the incredible feeling of 
loneliness and insecurity that would slowly envelop me 
throughout the following months. As I cried then, it was 
only for the friends I had so recently left; I was unable to 
grasp the true implications of what was happening to me. 

Change is difficult, I am told. I don't agree. It's not the 
change that hurts, it's coming to terms with it. For once in 
my life, I had no choice. I had calmly and rationally decided 
my future and my sense had made it clear to me what I 
had to do. The logic of the situation just made it harder. 
Although, that night, and for weeks after, the tears 
streamed down my face as I thought of what I had left 
behind, this was only the tip of the iceberg in terms of 
what I must overcome. It felt as though I was leaving 
behind a way of life. It meant so much to me, I wasn't sure 
I could do it. 

As I made my first journey to Sibford on a grey, rainy day 
in September 1990, I felt alone and afraid. I had little 
knowledge of what lay ahead of me. I was quiet and shy, 
with only a long family history at Sibford to recommend 
me, but still people were friendly and the atmosphere 
seemed to welcome me and draw me in. 

As I was led to the dorm, by the friendly housemistress, I 
saw Clare, who was also new. We helped each other 
through the first few days and celebrated our youth 
together for the next few years. Clare, Lisa and I joined I 
forces against the world. They introduced me to happiness, 
insanity, excitement and true friendship. I haven't been so 
close to anyone before or since. 

The fifth year was amazing. We had reached the height of 
maturity and independence, or so they told us! Yes, we 
were independent but we enjoyed every moment, 
becoming more immature with exam stress. I just didn't 
think the exams would happen, but soon everything we 
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had been working towards for the last two years was 
over. Some months before, the whole of our year had 
begun to respect each other and enjoy each other's 
company. We knew that these were people we might 
never see again. The thing about boarding school is that 
you get so close to people and get to know them so well. 

There was a huge build-up to the end of term. We relaxed 
after the exams, looking forward to the long holiday that 
would follow. It didn't seem real, though, as we counted 
the few days we had left and exchanged sad glances. I felt 
as though I was on the edge of my life, looking down. 
After Sibford, nothing seemed definite. Sibford was our 
life. Surely it went on forever? What would we do 
otherwise? But already our year were leaving in dribs and 
drabs. Desperate to maintain our school connections, we 
signed up for Kid's Camp, Old Scholars', and arranged to 
meet for a final D. of E. expedition in the summer holidays. 

'No more running up the hill, late for breakfast', I began. 
The others joined in. It brought tears to our eyes as the 
memories came flooding back to us, but it was the only 
way. 

'No more creeping around the corridors at night' 
'No more tramping through the mud to get to Meeting on 

Sundays' 
'No more lying on the field in summer' 
'No more being juvenile on the swings after tea' 
'No more water fights', from Clare, 
'No more begging for extensions on prep' 
'No more writing letters in Science' 

A SCHOOLBOY'S LETTER HOME 

Philip Tsui sent this letter home during the year. His 
father thought we might like a translation. 

1. Dear Father, Mother and Sister, how are 
you? 

2. You told me you would write to me, but I 
haven't received any letter yet! 

3. Anyway, have you met the Headmaster? 

4. I need to do an Art project based on 
drawing the Chinese dragon! 

5. I have only three school days this week. 

6. It is because I went to a picnic on Tuesday 
and learned driving on Thursday. I was 
having fun! 

7. I have bought three pairs of shoes, one pair 
each for mother, father and sister. Of 
course, I will get the money back for them! 

8. When mother goes to Canada, please ask 
her to bring back my swimming goggles, 
which I put in a little box on the bookshelf in 
my bedroom. 

9. O.K. Wish you all the best. Please pay the 
regular visit to grandma and give her my 
regards. 

10. Bye bye!! The end. 

'No more gossiping in maths', from Lisa, 
'No more Banbury Leave!' 
'No more dossing, or crude jokes in Foot & Nut.' 
'No more speeches in Morning Meeting' 
'No more printing-out at 2 a.m., Clare!' 

The list was endless. It should have been. Sibford 
comprised our lives, well, 94.9% of them! We said 
emotional goodbyes to the few teachers who were still 
around, clearing up the Hill after Open Day, and headed 
off for the partying that was to follow, that night. We 
wanted to leave Sibford with as many good memories as 
possible. 

Sibford has given me so much; security, a home, an 
. education, great friends and a huge sense of belonging 

and enthusiasm for life. I don't miss these things - I still 
have them with me, now. I hope I've given something 
back, too. God knows, I owe it. What I have to do now is to 
learn to use what I have. There IS life after Sibford, but it's 
even better to take Sibford with you when you go. That's 
what I've realised in writing this. 

After reading this to Paul, he said to me, "You have to 
send it to Sibford. Some people just don't appreciate 
what a great place it is". 

I don't think anyone realises just what they have until it's 
gone. 

By Naomi Cordiner. 
Year 11 1992-93 
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AROUND THE CAMPUS 

DEPARTMENT OF ART AND DESIGN 

During the year the department has continued to diversify 
the menu on offer to our students. With the additional 
help of Lesley Norton and Penny Spring, the Art experience 
of the junior years has been both exciting and va ried. 
P rojects have ranged f rom the design of plates for 
childrens' picnics to the full-scale architectural plans for a 
luxury home. Some interesting designs emerged from 
the challenge to design a lino-cut book plate based on 
studies of Swiss Cheese plants. Other junior projects have 
included modelling face masks from plaster bandage, 
designing the paintwork for a mobile playgroup bus, re­
c reating Roman mosaics , ca rving medieval-st �le 
gargoyles, making stained glass windows as well as carner 
bags for High Street shops. 

The G.C.S.E. g roups have, once again, produced excellent 
results in the summer examinations with almost 100% 
receiving g rades A to C, and Leo White being awarded 
Sibford's only 'A star' g rading. Examination submissions 
varied widely in style and medium - a feature of our work 
which always attracts the notice of moderators or othe r 
visitors to our exhibitions. There was some beautiful work 
in paint by such students as Sophie Rogers and Tara 
Kennedy, while Jenny Taylor's weaving was ext remely 
competent and creative. Visitors to the exhibition could 
not fail to be d rawn by Edwa rd Robinson's witty 
assemblages, nor by Leo's large drawings and 'sea shore' 
mobile. Phillip Tsui produced some fascinating work on 
the history of the Chinese Dragon, and Katie Jamison's 
g roup of witches with attendant goblin was eye-catch.ing. 
In studying the lives and works of well-known artists, 
Ruth James and Bruno Haward p roduced superb projects, 
celebrating the work of Auguste Macke and Bridget Riley, 
respectively. 

In Year 10 there has been some pleasing work following 
ou r explo rations of the fo rms of ce rtain f ruit and 
vegetables. ' Motherhood' has proved to be a popular and 
stimulating coursework theme, giving rise to some good 
painting and some sensitive ca rvings. Pa rticularly 
memorable was Jessie Kenna's delicately-modelled study 
of pregnancy. 

We achieved a 100% pass rate at 'A' level with sculptural 
work of very differing styles from George Bayraktar and 
Simon Ingham. Their personal studies of Shona Stone 
Sculpture and the work of Henry Moore respectively 
p rovided valuable focus to their work. 

We have established an excellent link with industry in the 
form of Durox Building Supplies of Essex who manufacture 
the expanded cement bJocks which we use for teaching 
carving skills. They have recognised the educational 
potential of their products and have supplied Sibford at a 
gene rous reduction, and deliver the blocks free of charge. 
We, in return, send the company ph010graphs of our work 
in their stone. 

I have been enormously grateful to Penny and to Lesley 
Norton for their help and expertise in the teaching of our 
students. The new textiles syllabus which has b rought 
another dimension to the Art and Design experience has 
been a welcome development, and I look forward to further 
collaborations. 

Michael Spring 
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BUSINESS STUDIES DEPARTMENT 

The Business Centre has certainly been well used by a 
variety of students and staff, and I feel has achieved the 
desired effect and atmosphere with which it was designed. 
Fourteen(14) students had come to the end of their GCSE 
teaching in Yea r 11 and had ente red f o r  2 
examinations(70%) along with 1 piece of course work (30%), 
while 30 other students who had embarked on their first 
year of study in year 10 were beginning to realise exactly 
what was involved for studies at this level. 

The Sixth form vocational g roup ( 10 students in total) had 
also come through in relation to their vocational inte rest 
in Business Administration. All of the above students I hope, 
have benefited from their time of study within the centre. 

Successes were achieved at GCSE and also 100% passes 
for year 13 students, who were awarded their City and 
Guilds Diploma of Vocational Education in preparation 
for their next stage in life. It was a real pleasure to see 
Lionel Morrison, Ben Perkins, Kristoffer Oiestad, Grace 
Mo and James Clubb, moving on with success into further 
prog rammes of study/work within the Business fi.eld. 
Another pleasure was seeing Amonn AI-Mahrouq achieve 
his Diploma also, within 1 year only, and then deciding to 
stay at Sibford for a further 2 years of Business Studies at 
GNVQ Advanced level. 

One of the major highlights for me and the students was 
the trip to Prague (mentioned last year in the early planning 
stages), and I have to say thank-you to Se�n Kenny, 
Michael Burke, and Rebecca Farme r along With all the 
Sixth form students who made the trip so memorable. We 
ce rtainly had 5 full days - "mixing business with pleasure" 
and for me personally it will always have a special place in 
my memory. 

The following ext racts are from Amonn's log, whi?h he 
kept as part of his portfolio evidence, and I would like to 
share them with you, as well as some photographs to 
commemorate our time in this wonderfully interesting 
city. 

Pam Gibson 

BUSINESS STUDIES TRIP TO "PEARL OF 

EUROPE" - CZECH REPUBLIC 

My 17th birthday, brilliant - going to make sure that I 
have a supe r day. Hang on, just remembered, Prague 
Business Trip, ah, that means up at the crack of dawn, 
2a.m. tomorrow morning! Maybe not so good after all! 

Saturday 12.  2. 94. 
The journey to the airport was fantastic, hardly a car on 
the road. The majority of our group slept all the way. I am 
far too excited. We arrived at London, Heathrow at 6a.m. 
still far too early for some of us ! Eventually, we all boarded 
and finally took off at 7.40a.m. WHEW! What a relief. 

Breakfast was very welcome. I really must commend the 
Czech Airline on their food, which was superb! We all 
moved our watches forward an hour and settled down to 
catch up on some of our missed sleep. At 10.30a.m. we 
started our long, slow descent into Prague Airport. A 
small, I mean small, coach was waiting to whisk us off to 
the Kosik Hotel. It was built entirely of concrete, eight 
stories high and sitting right in the middle of nowhere, not 
a very pretty sight. Once inside, however, my impression 
soon changed. It was lovely and warm and the staff seemed 
extremely friendly. I shared a room with David; it was 
clean, with a washbasin and shower. 



Sunday 1 3 .2.94. 
Up by 8a.m. and down to breakfast. The restaurant was 
basic but the food was not too bad. There was a fairly 
wide choice, fried eggs, (ugh!) bacon, bread, jam, cake, 
coffee, tea, apple juice, at least I think that is what it was 
meant to be! Today, we have a guided tour of Prague. 
First stop, The Castle, Seat of the President. It stands high 
above the city, on a large hill. The River Vltava winds its 
way far down below. I could really feel why Smetana was 
so moved to compose his music as a tribute to his 
wonderful country. It was all just so beautiful, idyllic! The 
Castle dates back to the 7th century and is made up of a 
complex of many ancient churches and buildings. We 
watched the changing of the guard. My heart went out to 
the band, it was absolutely freezing. How they managed 
to play I just don't know! Do they know where their 
fingers are I asked myself. Onto St. Vitus Cathedral. This 
was one of my most breathtaking experiences ever! It was 
absolutely beautiful. The stained glass windows were 
something I will never forget. We saw treasures from 
King Charles IV Collection, including his crib. Some of the 
walls were covered in precious and semi-precious stones. 
All the Country's historic treasures are housed here. The 
Cathedral was very well preserved and cared for. Yana, 
our friendly Czech guide made our tour very interesting 
and spoke excellent English. 

Monday 1 4.2.94. 
2 p.m. We have an appointment with the Commercial 
Secretary, at the British Embassy. I'm really looking 
forward to it. We were warmly welcomed and ushered 
into a large Conference room. The Secretary emphasised 
their main role was to assist British Businesses export 
their goods to the Czech Republic. He said that Prague 
was changing rapidly, moving forward all the time. 
Germany and Austria are investing in the Republic as are 
British Gas and Bass Brewery. The Environment is at 
present a very big issue with the people here. The Czech 
Government is very strong, although it has its problems. 
The people want to see more privatisation of companies 
and free markets. Barclay's Bank is evident here. Credit 
cards are just beginning to be introduced, although cash 
is still preferred to cheques. Watch out! Pickpockets are 
rife throughout the city, so take care! 

Tuesday 1 5.2.94. 
Yet another early start and busy day. A visit to Kaucuk 
Chemical Refinery. We were met at the plant by a guide 
who told us that the Czech Republic is known as "The 
Pearl Of Europe". Last year 100,000 tons of plastic was 
produced here. They have their own power plant on site 
which supplies all the power to Prague. Isotopes and 
crude oil are produced mainly here. The Refinery is hoping 
to build a pipeline to Russia from where it imports all its 
raw fuels. In 1999 they hope to connect with Arab and 

Charles Bridge over Vltava River 

St. Vitus Cathedral 

German pipelines. There is a large research department 
and the Refinery is very advanced. I enjoyed the visit and 
found it very interesting. I was impressed with the 
cleanliness and general running of the plant. 

Wednesday 1 6.2.94. 
Today we have a visit to the Staropramen Brewery at 
11 a.m. Hooray, no need to be up at the crack of dawn and 
rush our breakfast. This Brewery is one of the largest in 
Central Europe. At present, they are negotiating with Bass 
Brewery for a 34% sale of shares to them, will take about 
6 months to complete. The Company want to modernise 
their plant but not change any of the technology in 
producing the beer. They feel it must still be made by man 
and not machines. This is the only way to produce good, 
quality beer. BEER IS THE PRIDE OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC. 
The Company produces a third more beer than the Country 
can drink. 20% of strong beers are exported throughout 
the World, and exports to the U.K. have just been increased. 
We were given plenty of free samples, but advised not to 
mix the varieties - or they doubted whether we would 
make our way back to the hotel. I found the dark beer to be 
very "drinkable", you could really taste the hops. I would 
certainly enjoy another visit here anyday! 

Thursday 1 7.2.94. 
Time to leave! After breakfast we all went for our final 
look round this beautiful city. The weather was bitterly 

Pa.rty to Prague - Kozo Aburagi, Amonn AI-Mahrouq, 
Mlchael Burke (Staff), James Clubb, Lucy Cole, Rebecca 
Farmer (Student Teacher), Hugo Finley, Pam Gibson (Party 
Leader), Headley Hillier, Sean Kenny (Staff), Leonardo 
Maggi, Lionel Morrison, Grace Mo, Kristoffer Oiestad, 
Benjamin Perkins, Davis Tyers, Yuk Lam Wan (Andy) 
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cold and snowing! Maybe home is a good idea after all! I 
feel absolutely shattered. Problems at the Airport with the 
weather conditions. Every time the groundstaff de-ice the 
plane and the runway, it ices up again before we can take 
off! Are we ever going to get away I ask myself, with 
visions of being here until Spring! Eventually we make it, 
up and away, what a relief. Would you believe we ended 
up stacked over Heathrow for half an hour Are we ever 
going to land??? At last my feet are back on the ground 
again. Collected my baggage and was off home. This trip 
gave me the opportunity of experiencing how business is 
conducted in a foreign country. I sincerely hope that 
similar Business trips organised by school, will be available 
in the future, to other interesting countries. 

Amonn AI-Mahrouq, 

OFF WITH THE OLD AND ON WITH THE NEW 

G NVQs - General National Vocational Qualifications, or as 
we at Sibford think - Great New Venture for Quality 

September 94 saw the introduction into the Business 
Studies Department of the above new qualifications, and 
out went the City and Guilds Diploma of Vocational 
Education. 

A growing tide of enthusiasm exists for these qualifications 
and now the whole concept of GNVQs is receiving 
enormous support with over 200,000 students in Great 
Britain registered for these awards. The three major 
awarding bodies - City & Guilds, RSA and BTEC are heavily 
involved. 

The Government intends that GNVQs together with NVQs 
( National Vocational Qualifications designed for delivery 
in the workplace and not schools/colleges) will replace 
most other vocational qualifications and become the main 
national provision for education and training. 

GNVQs are aimed at both full-time and part -time students 
of all ages. They are particularly designed for delivery in 
full-time education for the 16-19 age group and possibly 
for the 14-16 age group where units can be fitted into 
programmes at key stage 4 of the National Curricu l um. 

One of the main objectives of GNVQ is to provide a 
genuine alternative to A-level qualifications for the 
increasing number of students staying on in full-time 
education beyond the age of 16. In pa rticular the GNVQ 
Advanced level is designed to have the eq uivalent of 2 A 
Levels and the GNVQ Intermediate, to be comparable in 
achievement to 4/5 GCSE's at Grade C or above. 

The Assessment of GNVQs is very rigorous and combines 
assessment of activities/projects together with knowledge 
tests for mandatory units of study. 

Core Skills 
G NVQs also provide a broad-based Vocational Education. 
In addition to acquiring basic s�ills and a body of 
knowledge which underpins a vocational area, all students 
have to achieve a range of core skills in Communication, 
A l?pli.c�tion of .Number and Information Technology 
(signif icantly d ifferent to GCSE English, Maths and 
Computer Studies) 

The development of Problem Solving and Personal Skills 
is encouraged too and is useful for recording in students' 
National Records of Achievement, now firmly in place 
and widely recognised by employers etc. 

Higher Education 
Students in the UK have already achieved awards in the 
above programmes and have applied to Higher 
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Educational Establishments. Admissions Tutors there are 
now seeing the first GNVQ entrants into Higher Education 
onto HND and Degree Courses - all very encouraging. 

Employment 
GNVQs cover skills and knowledge underlying a broad 
occupational area and therefore demonstrate to an 
employer that the student has a good knowledge of the 
area, if they wish to enter the World of Work. 

Sibford Students - developing industry and education 
l inks 
In the department at present we have 8 students on the 
Intermediate programme and 2 on Advanced - all very 
e�couraging. Even as I write, students are getting to grips 
with the new qualifications and their requirements for 
evidence to be produced for assessment, as well as 
preparation for tests. 

The Units of study should involve as much insight as 
possible into real working applications. Students are 
desperate to be "adopted" by small, medium or large­
sized business organisations, who can offer them real up­
to-date experience (not necessarily work experience), but 
more as "mentors" to assist them in acquiring knowledge 
and seeing how it is practically applied in Business today. 

They are also quite rightly keen to listen and learn from 
employers or employees working in the field, who would 
be prepared to give them an insight into certain topics. 
e.g. marketing, production, business administration, 
customer service, personnel and training etc .. 

If you feel you could assist with any of the above or have 
any other suggestions please let us know. 

Watch this space for further developments and please 
s upport us if you can. 

CAREERS GUIDANCE 

Saturday 19th March saw the fruition of a good deal of 
hard work and planning by Caroline Bond. Caroline had 
contacted a large number of Old Scholars who had left 
Sibford in recent years and asked if they would come back 
and talk to present students about their own experiences 
in training and working in their particular field. 

The date chosen for the event coincided with the football 
match between Old Scholars and School and a number of 
visitors were able to give time to the Careers Event in the 
morning and play soccer in the afternoon. About twenty­
five 'experts' were seated around the hall and large signs 
indicated the areas of work and training that they were 
prepared to discuss. Students from years 10 to 13 were 
able to chat informally with whom they chose and many 
took advantage of the opportunity. 

Caroline had emphasised to the school students that they 
would be hearing individual opinions and experiences 
that are not always the same for everybody. Also, in most 
cases, the Old Scholars have only just started their careers 
so are not likely to have worldwide knowledge; they are 
still climbing the ladder themselves. 

The occasion was an undoubted success and while offering 
thought-provoking information for the school students, it 
also helped to foster links between them and the many 
Old Scholars who attended. We were very grateful to 
those past pupils who gave time to the event and 
particularly to Caroline Bond whose initiative and hard 
work brought about the Careers Fair. 

M.R. Wollerton 



DRAMA DEPT 

MIDSUMMER DREAMS 
or 

We Done Good, Trev 

a flighty little number in ten weeks 

starring 

Sylvia Cohen as a wicked woman with corset 
Tom Lane as a rather nice chap with face 

George Bayraktar as a pair of jodhpurs with sideboards 
Adam Keeling as a large growth of hair without comb 

James Clubb as a kung with a bit of fu and puck thrown in 
George Byrne as a head in a hole 

Cathy Gornall as herself 

and introducing 

Erlend Webb as General, the dog's body 

WEEK ONE 
The light comes up to reveal a room empty except for General, the dog's 
body, who is moving a single stage block to the opposite corner. He has the 
air of one who has been here before. 

Voice off: 

Pause 

Voice off: 

General: 

Voice off: 

Pause 

Voice off: 

No, that's not quite right. 

What about this corner? 

This corner? 

Where it came from. Try that. 

Yes. Try that. 

With the air of someone who has been there before, General gets up and 
begins the return journey. 

Black out 

WEEK TWO 
The same room, empty except for the body of a dog, lying exhausted and 
asleep across a stage block placed, somewhat randomly, nowhere in particular. 
A notice on the wall says, "AUDITIONS: BEFORE TEA" .  

Silence 

A bell goes in the corridor. 11 is no longer before tea. 11 is tea. The bell stops. 
Outside there is quiet. Inside nothing much happens. 

Silence. 

A cough. The door opens. Tom Lane appears. 

Tom: Er. . . .  

Voice off: 

Blackout 

WEEK THREE 

Brilliant! You can have the part. 

The room, the dog trudging wearily around it as if pushing a stage block. 
There is, in fact, no stage block. However, there is a very loud noise outside. 
11 is a cross between two horned creatures having a nuptial argument and a 
shaggy dog eating a duck. 

The door bursts open. Enter Sylvia pursued variously by Tom and George. 
The strange noise is coming from somewhere between George's sideboards. 

George: Give her a kiss! I said GIVE HER A KISS! 

Sylvia whinnies. 

Tom kisses her. 

They both collapse. George is left waving his jeroboams at nobody in 
particular. 

Blackout 

WEEK FOUR 
The room once more, though now it is teeming with native wildlife. A 
Mapletoft bird hops across from stage right, its megaphonic whooping 
making the uproar around it sound like a whisper. The shy CIeland cat pops 
its head round the door and decides to go off hunting elsewhere. Five 
Bumpkins are making very loud hay round and round the room and Tom 
Sutcliffe is practising wearing a hat. Underneath a pile of empty cassette 
boxes in the corner, there is a stage block on which a dog desperately searches 
for the next sound cue. 

Enter Sylvia (stage left) 

Sylvia: (Opening her mouth as if to sing)Y .. . . . .  (the sound 
you make when you don't make any sound). 

George Bayraktar with the three fairies, lan Scott, Sarah 
Spittle and Stephen Bunney 

Ellen's song comes over the speakers. 11 is not Sylvia's song. 

Sylvia waggles her lips a bit, speechless. She is not Ellen. 

The Bates family enter. They stand next to Sylvia for about as long as is 
humanly possible and smile at the video camera. 

Blackout 

WEEK FIVE 
The sound of drums, a blast of smoke, and a light that nobody can see under 
the stage. 

The drums stop, the darkness continues, the light under the stage continues 
to enlighten nothing in particular, or, indeed, at all. 

There is a sense of waiting. 

And waiting. 

A weak voice is heard, distantly, underground. 

James: Do we come out now? 

A hole appears and two people crawl out, followed by a red fog. Neither 
person seems actually still to be breathing. 

Voice off: 

Blackout 

WEEK SIX 

You missed your cue, guys. 

Another room, one with a door, through which we can hear the sound of the 
Bumpkins beating each other with blades of grass. Occasionally ,oe Bumpkin 
can be heard bunjee jumping out of the lighting box, and there is a long 
pause whilst Freddie adjusts his bra. In the room, an anonymous member of 
the Science Department is having her ear severely bent. Louby Lou, a small 
bird with a big twitter, is perched on it, cheerfully warbling for all she is 
worth. 

Anon: (finally) Hurrumpht 

Leaves in a proper hurrumpht. 

Louby Lou: Hurrumpht, hurrumpht. . . .  (to nobody in particular). 

In the corner a Flippy is doing what a Flippy does, and on the sofa there is a 
dog taking a well-earned rest under a pile of discarded set plans. 

Blackout 

WEEK SEVEN 
A red fog. A head in a hole in the red fog. 

Voice off: 

Blackout 

WEEK EIGHT 

Yes, that's it ! !  

The same hole. A different head in the hole and the head in a fog. 

Voice off: 

Clara: 

Pause 

Blackout 

Cia ra, what ARE you doing in the hole? 

Just seeing if it works, Sir. 
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The whole cast, or most of it anyhow 

WEEK NINE 
A theatre auditorium, with all the decorum and sense of occasion that it 
implies. There is a full house. A girl with particularly horrendous dress 
sense stands amongst them. 

Cathy: I could see his YOOVOLIAR!! 

Crash 

Beneath her on the floor is another girl, on her back, smiling manically and 
waving her legs in the air. What she is doing and why she is there, nobody 
seems to know. She doesn't seem to know either, so she alternates between 
eating popcorn out of a bag in her right hand and throwing it in the air, 
randomly. 

Ca thy continues, bravely. 

In the lighting box, a dog, not entirely sure what it is doing there, plays 
sound cues to the audience over the main speakers. Randomly. 

Mrs. Bates and family have said goodbye to the video camera and have 
finally found some seats. 

ElIen's song appears. 

ElIen doesn't  . .  

Blackout, hurriedly, to the sound of "Steve Wright in the morning!" 

WEEK TEN 
And so it is the morning. After the night before. We are in the room again, 
now as empty as it was at first. All that remains is the dog, curled up and 
sleeping with exhaustion, centre stage. Strange dreams flit across his cue 
sheet, of large growths of hair making asses of themselves and being accosted 
by panda-footed fairies, and of large overgrown teachers making fairies of 
themselves and being accosted by asses. 

The director appears, stage left. He has the air of one who has been here 
before. 

He stands by the dog and looks at the far corner of the room. 

Slowly, he begins to move the dog away from centre stage. 

Ghostly Voices Off: No, that's not quite right. 

Pause 

Silence 

Blackout 
Trevor WaIters and Erlend Webb 

E.F .L. DEPT . 

The autumn term got off to an excellent start with a 
combined E. F. L. and 6th form t rip to the Houses of 
Parliament. This was a repeat of a visit made two years 
before and was greeted with equal enthusiasm this time. 
The chance to tour the parliament buildings, meet a real 
M.P. and find out how decisions are made was of special 
interest to ou r overseas students, allowing them to 
compare our system of government with their own. 

In February 1994 the younger E.F.L. students teamed up 
with Year 7 on a trip to Oxford. They visited the Ashmolean 
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Museum, a Synagogue and the Friends Meeting House, 
returning via the Rollright Stones. 

This September we started our programme of visits with 
a behind-the-scenes tour of the Royal Shakespeare Theatre 
and the 'Shakespeare Sights'. 

For the first time in recent years a native-speaker of English 
was assigned full-time to the department to assist with its 
work. Geraldine (Geri) Chin arrived in January '94 from an 
Australian sum mer and quickly settled in. Since then she 
has been a great help to both myself and the students, 
assisting them with their prep and coursework; offering a 
sympathetic ear to pupils far from home; helping me plan 
work and excursions and generally making an invaluable 
cont ribution to the work of the department. She even took 
ove r my teaching com mitments for a week while I 
recovered from a spell in hospital ! 

By the time you read this, Geri will already have finished 
her third term and will be contemplating her return home. 
Our sincere thanks to her and good luck with her university 
courses. 

For the third consecutive sum mer we ran our one-term 
Intensive English Course for overseas students. The idea 
for the course came when we had a succession of pupils 
arriving at the beginning of a new academic year, eager to 
start G.C.S.E. courses. Unfortunately, in some cases, their 
English was not of the required standard. By bringing 
them to Britain one term earlier we hope to dramatically 
imp rove thei r general fluency and understanding of 
English. 

Over the half-term break the students were accommodated 
within the school and t reated to a full social and leisure 
prog ram me o rganised by Paul Ludlow and assisted by 
Geri. 

Finally, I think it is worthwhile mentioning the academic 
achievements of our Year 11 and Year 13 students, in their 
public exams. It is easy to forget just how difficult it is to 
study in a foreign language and get G.C.S.E. grades in a 
range of subjects, sometimes with just two years' study; it 
can be very demanding. This year, grades of 'C' and 
above have been awarded to E.F.L. students in Business 
Studies, C.D.T., Integrated Humanities, Maths, Art and 
Design, Drama and Chinese. Congratulations and good 
luck to all our students who are going on to further levels 
of study. 

Andy Glover - Head of EFL Dept. 

A Trip to Cosford Aerospace Museum 
A View from one E.F.L. Student: 
All the third and fourth year E.F.L. students and some of 
the students who are doing History G.C.S.E. went to the 
Aerospace Museum at R.A.F. Cosford, which is one of the 
largest aviation collections in the U.K. There are over 
seventy aircraft on display. We left school at 9.00am and 
we came back at 5.00pm. 
When we arrived there was a guide to show us around 
and he told us the story of flight, of the aeroplanes and the 
people who made it possible. I saw the Spitfire, Mosquito 
and Liberator. All those were from World War 1 1 .  I also saw 
the Vulcan and Victor which are just two of a large aircraft 
collection after the war. 
Next, we went to a small room which was new. In there 
were some rockets and missiles, like the V1 and V2. It also 
had some models showing how they set up rockets and 
missiles which was very interesting. The best thing was 
we could walk under the wings of the mighty Vulcan 
Bomber and see the famous Spitfire. 
After lunch we had some f ree time so I went to the 



Joseph, Billy, Maggie and Nancy - four of our students 
from Hong Kong. 

museum shop and looked around. Then I had a snack in 
the Wings Restaurant and then saw the collection of 
military and civil transport aircraft. This included the oldest 
surviving Comet jet liner, the Trident, Junkers JU52 and 
the huge Belfast Freighter. 
I think it was a great day out and I saw many new things. 
That was the only aerospace museum I have ever been to. 
I hope I can go to another in the future. 

Johnson Wong - Year 1 1  

ENGLISH DEPT. 

The Department's main concern this year was to see 
through the first group of our Year 11 pupils who would 
be sitting the new syllabus with its emphasis on a terminal 
examination rather than on coursework. We feel our 
students acquitted themselves well. 

In the Sixth Form we experimented for a year with a City 
and Guilds course in Communication Skills, which went 
well, but has now been overtaken by the GNVQ. English at 
both GCSE and A level standards is still offered in Fielding. 

In Year 10 we have launched a new Media Studies GCSE 
course, and hope to be doing several interesting things 
during the next two years as we explore the world of the 
mass media. Tim Blott, the editor of the Oxford Mail, has 
already been very helpful, supplying us with 200 redundant 
agency photographs, and we shall be visiting the 
newspape r itself in the New Year. Tim himself, or one of 
his colleagues, will be visiting the school to meet the 
pupils as part of their course. 

October 6th saw national Poetry Day and Sibford hosted 
poet John Foster on the 7th while a party of fifty went to 
see and hear poet Brian Patten's performance at Chipping 
Norton Theatre a week later. 

The Everyman Theatre in Cheltenham were very helpful 
when Year 9 spent a day with the actors performing a 
Belfast setting of "Romeo and Juliet" earlier in the year. 
The impression made on some was so powerful that, 
when they returned to Sibford to class readings of the 
text, they spoke with Belfast accents ! ! 

Many of us were also able to see Derek Jacobi as Macbeth 
in the RSC interpretation of the play at Stratford. All in all, 
a good year. 

Sean Kenny - Head of English 

GEOGRAPHY DEPT. 

A generous gift from the PSFA has enabled us to buy a 
fully automatic weather station. This will constantly record 
wind speed, wind direction, temperature, hours of 
sunshine, rainfall, atmospheric pressure and humidity for 
Sibford. It gives accurate readings comparable t o  
Meteorological Office data. The current weather can be 
displayed on its Computer screen, and so too can graphs 
of the weather. Daily summaries of the weather are stored 
for a total of 58 days. 

For the price of a phone call, the Met. Office will fax the 
weather maps and satellite photographs currently being 
used, so the combination of our own data together with 
Met. Office information will lead to some interesting 
investigations. The Science and IT classes will also benefit 
from this addition to our resources. 

On the fieldwork front, we had a very successful field 
weekend near Aberystwyth and are preparing to go again 
in October. 

Brian Holliday - Head of Geography. 

Measuring and recording the beach profile at Borth. 
Dan and Paul are measuring the difference in the depth 
of shingle on either side of the groyne. 
Tom and Fabian are measuring the angle of slope of the 
beach with the clinometer. 
Jon-Paul , Danny and Jonathan are measuring the width 
of the beach. 

HORTICULTURE DEPARTMENT. 

Once again, Sibford's Horticulture Dept. has had a very 
productive year with an abundance of flowers, fruit and 
vegetables being harvested this autumn. The students 
were once again involved in a Tree Planting Scheme, 
headed by the DVE horticulture students from the Sixth 
Form, planting up a corner of The Piece beyond the rugby 
field. 
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John Dunston presenting the Gold Award to (I to r) 
Richard Taylor, Jo Fox and Adam Keeling, for the best 
kept vegetable garden. 

The same Sixth Form students had a successful three­
week period of work experience, involving them in forestry, 
floristry, and work in both a garden centre and a tree 
nursery. I would like to congratulate Tom Eadie, our Head 
Boy for 1993-94, on gaining a place at Cumbria College to 
study Forestry, and James Tipper, who has gone on to 
Merrist Wood College to study Woodland Management 
and Arboriculture. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank my 
brother, Roger Price, for taking over the Dept. and the 
running of the walled garden during my absence between 
November and April. I arrived back at the school in good 
health and in time to enjoy the garden at its best in the 
summer term. 

Angy Bovill - Head of Horticulture. 

HISTORY DEPT. 

THE BA TILE OF CROPREDV BRIDGE 
On Wednesday 22nd June, Year 8 went to Cropredy to 
have a Civil  War experience day. We saw the old church, 
the blacksmith and shoemaker and lots of other th ings. 
We watched a mock battle and saw what the cannon and 
shot guns were like. Our leader, who took us around, was 
called Julian and he explained details about helmets and 
swords, for example with the handle of the sword you 
could hit your opponent on the head and knock him out ! 
And with the spike on the front of the helmet you could hit 
the other person between the eyes which would easily 
break his nose. 

When somebody was badly hurt on the battlefield, say a 
shot had gone into their leg and smashed it, it would have 

Civil War Experience, Cropredy 
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t o  b e  amputated o n  the field without anaesthetic, because 
they didn't have it then. The surgeon would use a saw to 
saw it off. 

HUMANITIES 

,(/ ,v Rachel Shepherd Year 8 

Footsoldier 
Rupert Bruce-Chwatt Year 8 

During the Spring Term, the Religious Studies and History 
departments jointly organised a 'Humanities Day' in Oxford 
for pupils in Year Seven. The programme was designed to 
support RS work on Judaism and History work on Roman 
Britain. Here is one pupil's account: 

On 4th February 1994, Year Seven went on a school trip to 
Oxford. We went to a synagogue because we were 
studying Judaism in RS, and later we went to the 
Ashmolean Museum because we were studying the 
Romans in History. 

We had the first lesson on Friday, then we all got on the 
bus and it took us about an hour to get to Oxford. We 
arrived at Oxford at 11 o'clock, and after unloading our 
lunch at the Quaker Meeting House we made our way to 
the Oxford Synagogue. 

We were at the synagogue for an hour. Wh ile we were 
there we had a talk on the Jewish religion, we saw the Ark 
and the Torah scrolls and, because it was nearly the 
Jewish festival of Purim, we heard the story of Queen 
Esther. 

After leaving the synagogue, we made our way back to 
the Quaker Meeting House where we ate a picnic lunch in 
the garden before walking a few yards down the road to 
the Ashmolean Museum 

At the museum we were given a guided tour and we were 
able to see all the exh ibits on Roman Britain. We stayed at 
the museum another hour to do project work for Mrs 

Enjoying a relaxing lunch break in the garden of the 
Quaker Meeting House, Oxford. 



Gregory, and I bought a Roman bracelet at the museum 
shop. 

Fina"y, we returned to our coach and made our way back 
towards Sibford. On the way we stopped at the Ro"right 
Stones, an ancient stone circle near to Sibford. We arrived 
back at School just before 4.30. 

Abigail Bodey - Year 7 

Counting the Rollright Stones at a steady pace! 

A TYPICAL ROMAN RECIPE 
Barley soup with dried vegetables 

• Soak dried peas and lentils overnight. 

• Boil some crushed barley in a saucepan, and 
when it is tender add olive oil. 

• Meanwhile chop some leeks, beetroot, fennel 
and cabbage and boil these with some herbs. 

• When they are done add some broth and 
pour over the peas and barley, putting some 
chopped cabbage on top. 

This would be an everyday meal for working people. 
Sometimes they would add meat, especially things like 
brains or liver. 

Patrick Jessel - Year 7 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

Information Technology has continued to thrive at Sibford 
School during the last academic year. The two key themes 
of the year have been upgrading and expansion. 

The school network has benefited most from the upgrading 
which has taken place and it is a salutary reminder of the 
speed of change within the world of IT that only two years 
after the establishment of the network with what, at the 
time, was state of the art equipment, we have felt it 
necessary to upgrade. A" network computers have now 
been fitted with a RISC-OS 3 conversion and the central 
hard drive on the file-server which had 40 megabytes of 
memory has been replaced with one which has 500 
megabytes of memory. From the pupil's point of view the 
most important change is the installation of a laser printer 
on the network which allows for very fast printing which 
is essential when a" ten computers need to be printing 
out at the end of a lesson. It also provides very high 
quality output. 

Expansion of provision has occurred in a number of key 
areas. Educational Needs has acquired three RISC-OS 3 
hard drive computers. These have been so heavily used 
that we cannot imagine how we survived without them ! 

Orchard Close which has been using the network for two 
years has now acquired its own machines for use in the 
Orchard Close classrooms. The coming year will see yet 
more use of computers throughout the school. 

Simon Horsley 

GCSE INTEGRATED HUMANITIES 

As part of our module work on "Health and Welfare", we 
looked at what life is like for people who are disabled or 
differently abled. Part of this discussion involved looking 
inward at our own assumptions and, perhaps, even 
prejudices. 

The task that was 
set was to su rvey 
the High Street in 
Banbury to look at 
access for a person 
who is wheelchair 
bound. Some in the 
group also wanted 
to look at public 
attitudes towards 
such people. 
Responsibility for 
planning, carrying 
out and assessing 
this tas k was Measuring a counter 
completely in the 
hands of the pupils (except for minibus driving! ) The 
most difficult aspect of the task was to divide up the High 
Street into areas so that each group would assemble 
enough information. One group actually made use of a 
wheelchair while the others made use of measurements 
taken prior to the trip. 

Door width 

Our findings were 
fascinating, and in 
some cases, very 
disturbing. Ordinary 
tasks like using a 
p ublic telephone, 
posting a letter, 
paying an electricity 
bill, getting cash 
from " a hole in the 
wall", pushing a 

"walk button" on a pedestrian crossing, were a" virtually 
impossible. Inside the shops, things weren't much better ­
doors were too small, steps prevented entry, aisles were 
narrow with little turning space, shelves and counters 
awkward to reach. 

Some shops were acceptable in terms of mobility, but the 
attitude of their staff was strained or less than helpful. 
Some of the smaller shops were more amiable, but felt 
that the cost to them to provide access to someone 
wheelchair bound was, sadly, prohibitive. 

The group who had the 
whee lchair with them 
looked carefully at the 
public view of a person 
in a wheelchair. They 

I 
met a woman on her own 
in a wheelchair and 
asked her about her life. 
She told them about the 
physical difficulties of 
her life, but what often 
distressed her more, she Cash dispenser 
said, was people "not 
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Telephone calls 

talking to me as a 
woman, but as a little 
girl." 

Not only was the visit 
to Banbury a successful 
and interesting part of 
the GCSE assessment, 
I believe it actually 
made ou r pupil s 
question their own 
values. 

"Ever since I was little I have been quite scared of any kind 
of disabled person. I thought they were different from 
me ... 1 didn't change until I went into Banbury and found 
out all about the hassles there are and what a hard time 
some people give them." 

Talking to someone who uses a wheelchair 

"I didn't know how badly made some wheelchai r facilities 
are .... I never realised how much they need swing doors 
and how few there are ... !" 

"When I was in the wheelchair I said to my friend, 'It feels 
very inconvenient sitting here." A lady said, 'Don't worry, 
you're very pretty.' " 

Maggie Guy - Integrated Humanities. 

LANGUAGE MATTERS. 

Although we did not manage to cross the Channel last 
year, the Department enjoyed several trips out. In the 
Autumn Term, Year Seven were invited by the Warriner 
School to join them at a pe rformance of a travelling 
French theatre. The show was entirely in French and most 
entertaining, involving much audience pa rticipation at 
which, I am pleased to say, Sibford excelled (we were 
sitting in the front row!) We hope the troupe will pay a 
return visit to the area. 

Amon AI Mahrouq tries his French on the telephone. 
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In the Summer Term it was the turn of the Seniors to 
expe rience the talents of a travelling theatre of a more 
cultural nature when we went to see a production of 
Molie re's play 'Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme' at the Oxford 
Brookes University. Although it had been specially adapted 
for schools, none of the play's original satire was lost, and 
the final scene was pure farce - hilariously funny, even if 
you hadn't followed all the intricacies of the plot! Again, 
we hope for a return visit this year. 

Another annual fixture I hope will be an excursion to the 
Europa Centre near London for Year Eleven students. The 
centre is transformed into a French town (Haricotville ! )  
for the duration of our visit and pupils are able to try out 
their GCSE French on the native speake rs who are manning 
such institutions as the customs, the bank, the shops and 
the restaurant. It was all very authentic and we almost 
forgot we were still in Angleterre, even on the coach on 
the way back! D'accord, Edward? 

Jean Rudge - Head of Modern Languages. 

A group of Year 1 1  pupils, including Leo White, Patrick 
Kennedy and Matthew Franklin, getting to grips with 
exchange rates. 

LEARNING SUPPORT 

It was good when, in the Autumn of 1993, Learning Support 
moved from downstairs and up into Room 26, previously 
the Business Studies room. The room is still being 
developed and we have some excellent resources including 
a brand new computer and printer, which we should be 
sharing with EFL next door. Howeve r, as we have not yet 
acquired a trolley for this wonderful machine we appear 
to be the sole beneficiaries. 

This meant that at the end of the Summe r Term we were 
able to provide a fairly intensive Touch Typing Course for 
all those who felt that handwriting was a real problem for 
them and who wanted to develop the skills which would 
allow them to produce word-processed coursework in 
Years 10 and 11. One computer, it turned out, was not 
enough and we took ove r the IT Room whenever it was 
free towards the end of the Summer Term. 

Apart from the touch-typing I will not forget the time in 
class when a student, who heard his work read back to 
him by the computer, laughed so much that he had to 
disappear to the toilets rather urgently! 

This Autumn will mark a new venture which, I hope, will 
become an annual event: Year 11 are helping me to 
o rganise a trip for Years 8 and 9. We a re going to 
Bournemouth to a small family-run hotel and from there 
will be visiting local places of interest, and exploring 
some of the beautiful countryside nearby. Reports on this 
new venture will be found in the next issue. 

Clearly, we don't intend to deprive students from othe r 
years of opportunities and I am hoping to plan other trips 
during the course of the next year. 



It is good to see so many of our LS students participating 
fully in the wider life of the school, in games teams, and in 
musical and drama activities. I was particularly proud of 
the performances of Joe Hare and Eddie Bates in the 
Summer Term Production. 

This Autumn we have had our first intake of LS students 
who are working on GNVQ courses. Fiona Pigeon will be 
supporting them in their vocational areas and at other 
times in the Library and 6th Form Resource area. We wish 
them well ! 

Jackie Penny 

MATHS DEPT. 

This has been a year of considerable activity and change 
for the Mathematics Department. Last September, we 
were joined by Diane Grey as a very welcome, youthful 
addition, sharing her time with Science teaching. Her 
previous career, which included selling lighthouses and 
buoys to tough-minded engineers, proved to be a very 
useful background to teaching at secondary level. 

This September we are joined by Simon Dakeyne and Lyn 
Usher, both of whom are most welcome to Sibford and to 
the Dept. 

In the early part of the year, we saw a good variety of 
coursework from Years 10 and 11, which ranged from an 
investigation into packaging tennis balls, to planning 
firebreaks to optimise profits in a tree plantation. Later in 
the year, Year 9 were exposed to the demands of the 
controversial Key Stage 3 SAT s. This year's batch of tests 
proved to be a more sensible slimmed-down version, 
which provided us with very useful all-round information 
on progress, and occasionally an indication of potential in 
some unexpected quarters. 

During the year we have worked as a Dept. towards a 
greater awareness of the needs of pupils with learning 
difficulties and the steps that we can take as classroom 
teachers to ensure that our work is more clearly 
understood. 

Sadly, in July we said goodbye to Andy Chowne after his 
long spell as Head of Dept. One can only have great 
admiration for a man who can succeed so well in his job 
whilst also singlemindedly pursuing and completing an 
Open University Maths degree. We wish him every success 
at his new post at Bablake School in Coventry. 

A DIARY OF MUSIC 

Autumn Term 1993 

Thursday 21st October 

Dave Goodwin. 

Choral Society recital at St. Olave's Church, City of London - a 
delightful setting for this recital, but the Choral Society comfortably 
outnumbered the audience of businessmen and women. 

Thursday 1 1  th November 

Lunch hour Recital, given by the String Ensemble with instrumental 
solos by Lynne Mather, Simon Robinson, Jennifer and Sophia Chou 
and Alex Idnurm. 

Tuesday 7th December 

Carol singing around Sibford Village - ending up at the Headmaster's 
House for mulled wine and mince pies! 

Thursday 9th December 

School Carol Service. 

Spring Term 1994 

Saturday 5th February 

Heats of the Young Musician of the Year Competition - competitors 
from all over North Oxfordshire perform in instrumental classes 
throughout the day, each seeking a place in the final. 

Thursday 1 0th February 

Lunch time Recital given by Alex Idnurm (flute) and Mark Paine 
(piano). 

Saturday 5th March 

Final of the Young Musician of the Year Competition - streamlined 
this year to four and a half hours (it was five and a half, two years 
previously) and won by a violinist. 

Wednesday 23rd March 

Spring Term Concert - programme printed below. 

Summer term 1994 

Saturday 21st May 

Return visit of Bernard d' Ascoli to give a solo piano recital - playing 
works by Beethoven, Faun�, Debussy and Chopin, Bernard d' Ascoli 
gave us an evening of exquisite music making, equally memorable to 
that of his inaugural recital on our concert grand piano. 

Thursday 9th June 

Choral Society Concert in the chapel at All Saint's Convent, Oxford. 

Saturday 25th June 

Banbury Symphony Orchestra Summer Concert. 

Thursday 30th June 

Choral Society BBQ at Shrubbery Cottage. 

Saturday 2nd July - Open Day 

The Wind Ensemble provide light music to accompany cream teas 
taken on the lawn. 

Open Day Concert given by Catherine Wyn-Rogers (Mezzo Soprano) 
and Martin Pickard (Piano). Music for a Summer's Evening lived up 
to all expectations, truly delightful singing and a warm summer 
evening! 

SPRING TERM CONCERT 
Wednesday 23rd March 1994 

Programme: 

Four Songs by Graham Westcott 
James and the Giant Peach 
The Just So Stories 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
Professor Branestawm 

sung by all Orchard Close and Year 7 pupils 
conducted by Zak Co le and Mark Paine 

Canzon a 4 by Giovanni Gabrielli 
Two Latin American Dances by Bruce Fraser 

Rumba 
Tango 

The Wind Ensemble 

Nicola Sale, Alison Prestidge 
Lynne Mather, Caroline Richardson, 
Matthew Herbert 
Ammon Al-Mahrouq, Alice Retif 
Ellen Salway, Simon Robinson 
William Brooker-Carey 
Jonathan de Turberville 
Tom Eadie 
Paul Gatt, Zak Cole 

Salut d'amour op 12 by Edward Elgar 
James Brash - violin 
Mark Paine - piano 

Hooligan Strain by Keith Ramon Cole 
Ammon Al-Mahrouq - saxophone 
Mark Paine - piano 

Miniatures by Frank Bridge 
Minuet 
Gavotte 
Allegretto 

The Piano Trio 
James Brash - violin 
Paul Gatt- violoncello 

- flutes 

- clarinets 
- saxophones 
- trumpets 
- tenor horn 
- euphonium 
- trombone 
- percussion 
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Mark Paine - piano 

Just as the Tide was Flowing by R. Vaughan Williams 
Linden Lea by R. Vaughan Williams 
Five Eyes by C. Armstrong Gibbs 

The Choral Society directed by Mark Paine 
John Dunston - piano 

Maple Leaf Rag by Scott Joplin 
Ellen Sal way - trumpet 
Mark Paine - piano 

Air by G.F. Handel 
The String Ensemble 
James Brash, Sarah Sealey, Kate Hobby - violins 
Paul Gatt, Tom Lane - Violoncellos 

Dolphin Summer and Wind Addiction by Leo White 
composed using EMAGIC NOTATOR software on the Atari 1 040 
STE computer with Korg 05R/W sound module 

Prelude op 28 No. 15 ("Raindrop") by Chopin 
Paul Gatt - piano 

Sonata for Trumpet by Henry Purcell 
First and Final Movements 

Simon Robinson - trumpet 
Mark Paine - piano 

The following pupils passed music exams with the Associated 
Board of the Royal Schools of Music. 

Nicola Sale 
Alison Prestidge 
Jonathan De Turberville 
Oliver Fairweather 
Matthew Herbert 
Lynne Mather 
Lynne Mather 
Caroline Richardson 
James Brash 
Amonn Al-Mahrouq 

Flute 
Flute 
Euphonium 
Cornet 
Clarinet 
Clarinet 
Piano 
Recorder 
Violin 
Saxophone 

ORCHARD CLOSE 1993-4 

Grade 2 with Merit 
Grade 3 
Grade 1 
Grade 3 with Merit 
Grade 1 
Grade 4 with Distinction 
Grade 5 with Distinction 
Grade 3 
Grade 6 
Grade 5 

M.w.P. 

Our fifth year started with major changes in the hierarchy. 
It was with great regret that we bade farewell to Mike, 
Penny, Amy and Isaac Spring, who moved to Penn House. 
Taking over, Elizabeth Young has worn her two hats, as 
head of house and as teacher, with style. The year has 
produced a bumper crop of children, up to 43 for the 
summer term, 15 of whom graduated into the secondary 
department in September 94. To help us deal with the 
hordes, Gail Mills was recruited to work mainly with the 
intake of 7 and 8 year olds. Over the year Gail has proved 
to be not only a splendid teacher, but with her Outdoor 
Life skills and experience has opened up a host of new 
opportunities for the children - about which more later. 

T h e  main 
theme for the 
Autumn term 
was animals, 
starting wit h 
t h e  human 
ones, and the 
e n g r o s s i n g  
topic of what 

they eat, like to eat and should be eating. Progressing to 
other creatures, studies were enhanced by outings to 
Cogges Farm Museum and the Cotswold Wildlife Park for 
the younger children while the older ones visited the 
Science Museum in London. Both the exhibits and the 
building itself are breathtaking. Our enthusiastic coach 
driver also took us on a tour round the famous London 
landmarks on the way home. 

More frivolously, the whole of O.C. went to see Beauty 
and the Beast on ice, at Birmingham's N.E.C. The whole 
Disney works! We also held our own Christmas Event, 
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where parents were invited to come and see an informal 
show about the work that had been covered during the 
term. This included a spirited re-enactment of Aladdin 
(not on ice .... ) and a Maths scene starring the humble 
Unit, the middle class Ten, and the lordly Hundred, all in 
their own places until a nought and, even worse, a Decimal 
Point, started to change their sense of values. 

In January, the incoming Australian students must have 
wondered, coming straight from hot, sunny beaches, why 
this was called the Spring term. Phil Mendl was allocated 
to Orchard Close and for his three terms here has helped 
us in many ways in and out of the classrooms. All those in 
O.C. will be sorry to see him return home at Christmas time. 

During the Spring term, the theme was Transport, a subject 
close to all of our hearts, especially living in a village 
where public transport is a rare commodity. We had a 
visit from Hugh, who was at the school in the twenties. He 
told about journeys on the school coach of his day, and 
was thrilled to see himself on the ancient school "movie" 
in charge of the school donkey! An approaching roar on� 
dark March evening heralded the arrival of a selection of 
motorbikes from the Banbury Motorcyclists club who gave 
us a guided tour round their bikes. 

We also went to the Motor Heritage Museum at Gaydon; 
to Cowley, where the year 6 watched Rover cars move 
from design sheet, through the precision of the assembly 
line robots and humans (who had more of a sense of 
humour ... ), to driving off the end of the production line; 
froze at Didcot Railway Museum before returning to 
Banbury in the luxury of a 1994 train (on time, no strikes), 
and the younger children went to see how life on a canal 
boat would suit them. 

The summer term was as always the busiest. The first 
three weeks were spent largely in producing the world 
premiere of the play, "My Holiday" another Bennett 
original, with many additions from the cast. All the children 
took part and thoroughly enjoyed the experience which 
not only included acting, but designing the scenery, the 
programmes, lighting and sounds (masterminded by Phil 
Mendl) and arranging for refreshments afterwards. For 
the first time, we used the Oliver Studio, thanks to Trevor 
Wa iters' generosity in letting us encroach on his territory. 
The play was set in Doradito, a busy spot on the Costa del 
Sol, w h ere t he arc hetypical English family found 
themselves mixed up in dastardly kidnapping and diamond 
smuggling plots, with attendant film stars, detectives 
paparazzi and many more diverse characters. ' 

The theme this term was "Changes", looking at the idea 
from many different angles. One part of the project was 
contrasting our lives with those in the time of the Civil 
War. We visited the Sealed Knot encampment at Cropredy 
where the children had a chance to polish up their battle 
skills with pikes and cannons, see inside the tents, work 
the blacksmith's bellows, and see a great many more 
aspects of life as portrayed by the admirably dedicated 
Sealed Knotters, men, women and children. We arrived 
as a motley crew sporting costumes that attempted to 
project us back in time, waving banners and singing tunes 
which would have been more recognisable by the U.S.A. 
army than the Civil War one. 

Year 6 plus a few 5s spent a week at Dinmore activity 
centre, where they all abseiled, canoed, etc, with their 
customary ent husiasm and still had the energy to 
participate in evening events. Gail Mills set the example 
by proving her skill in all areas and even Mary Bennett 
managed to fire a few arrows! All ended in total exhaustion 
but felt that they had learnt a lot and made new friends 
among the children from the other school sharing our week. 



Th is article 
makes Orchard 
Close sound like 
a holiday camp, 
but of course 
there are many 
days when the 
children battle 
with the set 
curriculum and 
a lot of solid 
learning is 
achieved. We 
are lucky being part of a secondary school because the 
children have the chance to be taught by specialist teachers 
in some subject areas - this year Year 5 and 6 have learnt 
LT., F.T., Science, Music, R.S. and P.E. with secondary 
staff and using their facilities in the Hill. 

Everyone was saddened by Christine Jones leaving for 
family reasons in July, but the boarders are lucky enough 
to see her at the weekends, when she is still with us. Her 
successor, Beth Banning, has already made herself very 
much part of the O.C. scene. 

We are shortly to celebrate our first full five years, and as 
we do we look forward to many more productive and 
interesting years to come. 

Mary Bennett. 

ORCHARD CLOSE CURRICULUM 

Orchard Close Transition Programme 
Friday, 30th September the Senior School was the venue 
for the second successive year for the Transition evening. 

The programme commenced at 5.00 p.m . . in. �he Sport.s 
Hall. Children participated in warm-up act ivit ies, Circuit 
training and a badminton demonstration. A buffet �nd 
welcome in the Foyer was followed by parents watching 
groups of children working in the Science Laboratories, 
Food Technology Centre and Information Technology 
Base. The programme was completed by a musical 
presentation. 

The evening provides parents with an opportunity to watch 
their children and Senior School teachers in action. The 
programme has been initiated to make the transfer from 
Orchard Close to Senior School as smooth a process as 
possible. It also provides an enriched curric �lum 
experience for the older children as they reach the higher 
levels of educational requirements. Finally they are able 
to benefit from the excellent Senior School facilities and 
Specialist Staff. 

Teachers involved in the programme for 1994-1995 are:-
James Bond Head of Craft, Design and Technology 
Chris Cox Head of Science 
Tracy Knowles Girls' Physical Education 
Mark Paine Director of Music 
Sarah Spittle Food Technology 
Graham Thomas Head of Physical Education 

Records of achievement 
Orchard Close is now closely shadowing the National 
Curriculum. In July 1994 the First Records of Achievement 
were initiated. 

Key Stage 1 
The Age range has been extended to include six year olds. 

E lizabeth Young 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Junior Rugby Team Unbeaten 
The Standard of Rugby at Sibford has shown a steady 
improvement over the last four years. All the 1993 t�a:ns 
finished the season playing disciplined and entertaining 
Rugby. 

The highlight of the season was the unbeaten Junior XV. 
The team comprised seven year 7 and eight year 8 boys 
who gave determined performances against some strong 
opposition. The success of the team was ��e to �he overall 
team commitment to giving the opposition little or no 
time and space in which to play and allowing the explosive 
and speedy duo of David McMahon and Andrew Walker 
to spearhead the attack. This was truly a team effort, and 
with many other players on the verge of a team place the 
future of Sibford Rugby looks bright. 

Team members: P. Colegrave, J. McLaren, A. McLaren, F. 
Huntington, D. McMahon, A. Walker, H. Birks, D. Wong, C. 
Harper, D. McLagan, L. White, G. Byrne, G. Seller, J. 
Viney, O. Fairweather, J. McDonald. 

Junior XV Kingham Hill won 10-5 
Cotswold won 25-15 
Banbury won 33-0 
Warriner won 12-7 
Drayton won 27-17 
Kingham won 12-10 
B.G. N. won 19-0 
Cokethorpe won 52-0 

Played 8 Won 8 

Athletics - We are the Champions! 
The school has enjoyed much success on the athletics 
track over the past few years. This year brought a new 
challenge with the Quaker Sports being hosted by Saffron 
Walden. Seventy-seven athletes from Sibford on two 
coaches made the journey and the now familiar bumble 
bee T-shirts produced a very creditable team performance. 
Sibford won the overall competition with 488pts to Saffron 
Walden's 444pts and Sidcot's 434pts. Rachel Shephard 
was presented with a special award for her outstanding 
performances in the 100m and High Jump. 

Sibford Athletes are now respected throughout the area 
having completed another season of matches against 
local schools which left the boys unbeaten for the third 
season and the girls with one narrow loss against Blessed 
George Napier and good wins against Kingham Hill and 
Banbury School. 

Each year more and more athletes from the school have 
won selection to the area team for the County 
Championships. This year was outstanding with the 
following representing the area: 

Kate Deacon (1500m), Elliott Jennings (Triple Jump), 
Caroline Cleland (800m and Long Jump), Theresa Jack 
(Hurdles and Long Jump), Gemma Smith (Hurdles), 
Richard Taylor (800m), Helen Tredwell (High Jump), Tara 
Kennedy (High Jump), Jonathan Williams (400m), Tom 
Rought (High Jump), Artur Glover (200m), Graeme Killick 
(100m, Shot and Long Jump), J. Cox (Reserve for Discus). 

Graeme Killick makes final of All England 
Schools Athletics Championships 

Graeme Killick came to Sibford in 1992 with an already 
proven talent in athletics. In his two years at the school he 
participated in all areas of sport at the school, setting a 
fine example to all. How many 100m runners in the country 
would be willing to turn out on a cold and damp day to 
run in a district Cross Country match or risk damaging the 
legs that have produced their athletic success by stepping 
onto a rugby or soccer pitch every week? 
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Having given so much to 
the school it was j u st 
reward when he won 
sel ection to repr esent 
Oxfordshire in the long 
j ump at the All England 
Schools Championship at 
Telford, in J uly. To be 
eligible he had to j ump 
aro und 6.40m which is 
longer than most schools 
pits ! Graeme could have 
qualified for selection in the 
100m but for a nagging 

Well done, Graeme! hamstring injury which he 
was to be plag ued by for 

most of the season. In the long jump competition Graeme 
gave a very good account of himself by coming in the top 
eight in the country. 

It is worth noting that Graeme is not obsessive about his 
athletics, as he still has time for a social life, a point that 
some teenagers should remember when giving up sports 
and activities they enjoy in o rd er to " really " enjoy 
themselves. 

Graham Thomas ( Old Codger) 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

1994 has been a year of t ransformation for Religious 
St udies, both nationally and at Sibford. Nationally, we 
have seen the publication of new guidelines for the subject 
in the form of the publication by SCM of Model Syllabuses. 
At Sibford this has challenged us to review the RS provision 
we are making for o ur pupils, leading to the revision of 
the School's Religious Studies syllabus, Living With 
Questions. 

The revised syllabus seeks to integrate the national 
requirements of the subject with the need at Sibford to 
provide a syllabus which offers an insight into the Society 
of Friends and which feeds into the wider objectives of 
education at the School - in pa rticular supporting the 
Quaker ethos at Sibford and the moral and spirit ual 
development of our  pupils. 

In the Main School the new syllabus is being introd uced 
on a rolling programme, beginning with this year's Year 
Seven. Already, p upils have had the opportunity to 
undertake an innovative st udy of the spirit ual dimension 
of the individ ual, exploring the experiential context of 
religious beliefs and attit udes. If the s uccess of this 
introductory module is anything to judge by, pupils at 
Sibford have much to look forward to as the new syllabus 
unfolds over the coming years. 

Michael Burke 

SCIENCE 

Changes. The start of each school year means changes. 
Change to the timetable, Year groups, teaching sets and 
daily organisation. Five, maybe six classes milling about 
me in the Science foyer, it's morning break and I am 
rediscovering one of the mixed pleasures of working in 
any school, playground d uty. Cup of tea, vulnerable to 
upset is balanced in the palm of one hand while with the 
other I search in my jacket pocket for that familiar object 
beloved of teachers on playground duty. I find it, tangled 
with some keys, a paper clip and a piece of chalk, the 
Acme Thunderer. 
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T u t o r  G r o u p s  a re to be 
registered and will do their 
Prep in the rooms where the 
respective staff do most of 
their teaching; it's not ideal 
but as always these changes 
have pros as well as cons. 
This year (1993/94) will see 
some of Yea r 11 sitting the 
first GCSE in Salters Single 
Science and we are hesitantly 
optimistic for their results in 
the s u mmer. Now in 
September '94 we know that 
most have done as predicted 
with the usual few who have 
done better than expected or 
not so well. Changes again. 
We have a new teacher, Diane 
Grey for Year  10 Salters 
Double Science and three 
gro ups of st ud ents rather 
than two as in previous years 
following this cou rse, with 

-

t 
A titration to find the best 
bleach Yr 70 

Andrew Newbold and Anthony Skeath completing the 
Double Science teaching team. The introduction of Key 
Stage 3 Salters Science also continues, the most noticeable 
part being the piles of new textbooks for Year 8; and now 
today joined by those for Year 9. Because the SAT's for 
Year 9 have been set for mid May we decide to leave the 
assessment of AT1 until after the written tests thus putting 
off the steep learning curve and heavy burden of 
"Investigations " until later. In retrospect this worked well 
as it fitted nicely into the last few weeks of the year and 
gave Year 9 st udents a good focus around which to 
maintain their enthusiasm for work. We will follow the 
same pattern this year. 

I glance at my watch. I 
warn those stan ding 
close and chatting with 
me, (another redis­
cov e r e d  pleas u r e  of  
playgro u n d  d u ty,) to 
move back a pace or two. 
The expected shrill blast 
from the Acm e 
Th u n d erer does not 
emerge as I blow hard 
into it. Instead a weak 
whistling sound escapes. 
I blow again. A cloud of 

Complex chemistry Yr 70 c�alk dust and some fluff 
flies past my eyes and 

the full shriek of a pea-whistle on song brings order out of 
playtime chaos. I find I am deafened and surrounded by 
momenta rily frozen bodies. Ears still ringing, I read out 
lists of classes and direct them to laboratories. More 
changes. A new school year has started. 

Chris Cox 

SPECIFIC LEARNING DIFFICULTIES 

When members of the department were asked to recall 
last year's highlights for this report, every event seemed 
to involve a party. There was the Year 7 Christmas "tea" 
of savouries, cake and pop at 9. 1 0  one morning to say 
goodbye to Petrina when she returned to Australia. Then, 
of course, at the end of the year, we sent off in style 
Stephen Bunney, our  first dyslexic Maths specialist, while, 
in April, eager and c u rious colleagues joined us for a 
Weekender clothes party which raised £50 towards 
computer equipment for the department. 



The arrival of two 
new A4000 
computers at the 
beginning of the 
year did much to 
e n c o u r a g e  
e x c e l l e n t  
presentation, and 
g reat pe r­
s e v e r a n c e  

Freddie Huntingdon, David Anker, Kate p a r  t i c  u I a r I y 
Hobby and Nicola Barker of Year 7. among Yea r 11 

s t u d e n t s  
preparing for their GCSE examinations. There were some 
splendid results among our dyslexic candidates and we 
particularly congratulate Hanna Ford, Ruth James, Katie 
Jamison, Sophie Rogers and Leo White. During the 
Summer we heard that two of our former students, Richard 
Aylmer and Robert McBreen, had achieved superb 'A' 
level results and have both gained places at Durham 
University. 

M e a n w h i l e ,  
some young e r  
members of the 
department have 
been s pending 
their lunchhours 
behind masks at 
K a r e n 
T u r b u r f i e l d ' s  
intensive touch­
typing sessions. 
Those whose 
own commit­
ment has 
matched that of 
the i r  teache r 

Chris Freeman, Vicky Lane, Deborah 
Peers and Simon Hawkins of Year 8 
on a non-uniform day practising their 
thinking skills. 

have become very proficient indeed, with Christa Yates so 
far leading the field. As we have so many typists and lap­
top users, we were asked to take part in a research project 
to discover whether typing improves the spelling test 
scores of dyslexics . We await the results with interest. 

James Scott and Sylvia 
Cohen of Year 10. 

Elisabeth Escher has been 
awarded her RSA Sp.L.D 
Di ploma, and has 
particula rly en riched ou r 
work with seniors through 
her  close links with the 
English Department. David 
Goodwin is just reaching the 
end of his R S A  cou rse, 
enabling him to offe r 
specialist Maths help within 
the department, and Rachel 
Dumbleton attended a 

Daniel Gates, Jessie Kenna, Anna Wheeler and Angus 
Grant of Year 10. 

week's Maths course run by Professor Sharma in August, 
which will enhance her work with the Orchard Close 
dyslexics. 

And finally .... Erlend Webb had an essay printed in the 
British Dyslexia Association magazine on the sheer 
impossibility of English spelling. 

Karen Turburfield - Head of Sp.L.D. Dept. 

ERLEND TAKES TO THE LETTER PAGE 
Erlend Webb had this lette r printed by the British Dyslexia 
Association in their journal last year. 

Needless to say, it represents no one's views except his 
own, and we are pleased to see him being offered a public 
forum for his views. Well done, Erlend. 

Is Spelling Important? 
I think spelling is a waste of time because in the modern world we have the 
technology to make a system that would enable us to communicate without 
any great difficulty. The other reason is that before 1476 they had never used 
the correct spelling of any words and some people may have used three or 
four different spellings of the same word. Even after that date, Shakespeare 
spelled his name in different ways. 

In the modern world community today there is a great need for 
communication. The art of writing is one of immense importance to this 
world. It is a way of expressing emotions, a way of letting others know 
things you know or simply a way of talking. Yet there are telephones, tapes, 
CD.s, computers and spell checking systems. But they can not think for 
themselves. They are only microchips. 

In some other countries like Italy for example they spell phonetically 
which means "according to speech-sound". This is how I spell. I think it 
would be a very good idea if everyone spelt like this. 

The most annoying thing people can say to me is "Go and look it up in 
a dictionary" - YOU CAN'T IF YOU DO NOT KNOW HOW IT IS 
SPELT!! The definition of dictionary is "a book that contains words in 
alphabetical order so that you can find ou t the meaning".  Yes they are a good 
thing if you know most of it or have a very knowledgeable idea and they are 
good for meanings. But if I tried to look up "crystal" I would look it up like 
this, "cristal". There is only one wrong letter but it is a crucial letter. I 
would have immense difficulty in finding the correct spelling. There are 
"spelling dictionaries" but you still have to hear the sound. 

I think we should keep on with a bit of spelling but we should not go 
over the top and we should make a good vodafone system so we should not 
have to do much writing in the future. 

Erlend Webb 
Sibford School 

THE 

TECHNOLOGY 

DEPARTMENT 

In Se ptembe r 1994 
four practical areas of 
the school;  C DT, 
Textiles, Home 
Economics and Child 
Development, joined 
together to form a 
new and dynamic 
T e c h n o l o g y  
Department. 

It should p rovide 
greater co-ordination 
and unity of direction. . . .  
One of the objectives Dressmg table mirror m cherry 
of the new department inlaid with. rose wood. 
is to assess the needs Gregory Si/man. Year 1 1. 
of p u p ils studying Winner of the Dring Cup for fine 
techno logy, and craftsmanship 1994. 
p rovide the best 
facilities possible, 
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including extending the C.A. D. and I .T. prOV I S i on, 
upgrading graphics, and reviewing the use of specialist 
textiles and food preparation areas. 

The new department will continue to offer the lunchtime 
clubs, Saturday morning activities, and afterschool 
sessions which have proved so popular with our students. 
So whether you are a year 11 studying GCSE's, or a year 7 
interested in technology, please do use these facilities. 

The students who left in the summer of 1994 achieved 
many outstanding examination and personal successes 
in the various technology subjects, and I would like to 
congratulate all those students on their hard work and 
dedication. We wish them all well for the future. 

COT 
It has been an exciting and 
busy year in the workshops, 
with the decision to bring 
Design and Communication 
students in to the practical 
area. This has meant 
forming a new design and 
resource base from what 
was an existing store room 
and office a rea. John 
Viggers, our technician, 
started the work in the 
summer term, by 
integrating the storeroom in 
room 11 to take wood, metal 
and plastic materials. 

James Bond 
Head of Technology 

John Viggers 
amalgamating the old 
woodstore into a combined 
materials storeroom for 
Design & Technology. 

Old metalstone walls have been 
removed to create one larger 
central area. 

Over the summer 
holidays the main­
tenance department 
(together with John 
Viggers) took out 
two full gable walls, 
and the electrics 
were redirected. 
(Thanks David). The 
heating pipes were 
also moved to give 
extra room. As I 
write, a rather large 
hole, which used to 
be an outside door, 
is being bricked up. 

The room is currently developing with fixed work surfaces, 
plan chest, display boards and CAD facilities, and is a real 
improvement. It should provide a clean and productive 
area for all ages of student, from foundation to 'A' level. 

A scanner/cutter was purchased (as demonstrated by 
Mollie Tustian on Open Day). It scans a design and cuts it 
out in coloured vinyl. This is a popular and useful CAD 
tool, that should make models and folders look more 
professional. We hope to improve further the CAD facilities 
in the near future with new computers, graphics tablets, 
and software. 

There was an interesting trip to the N.E.C. to visit the 
triennial Inter-Plas exhibition, which featured leading 
manufacturers from the world of plastics technology. Sonic 
welding, gas injection moulding, and blow moulding were 
a few of the processes demonstrated. We took Year 11, 12 
and 13 students as part of their studies; they all came back 
with arm loads of samples! 

James Bond/Stuart Hedley 
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Child Development 
This year we have been fortunate in having two babies to 
study on a regular basis:- they were Roseanna and William 
Bunney. As they lived on campus it was ideal for us to 
visit them, and with Liz Bunney's expertise as a Health 
Visitor her special instructions have been unsurpassable. 
We have seen the twins from the age of 7 days, together 
in their cot, to the stage of walking round their play pen 
and bewitching us with their antics. Kevin and Liz Wyles 
brought their triplets into class on another occasion. My! 
what a handful, and delightful children Lee, Rachel and 
Mark are. Lisa Chowne brought in Robert and Penny 
Spring brought in Isaac, so we have had lots of 
opportunities to see children of all ages and stages of 
development. 

Our trips included the Horton Maternity Hospital, where 
we had a lecture and tour of the unit, seeing the new 
babies in the wards with their mums, and also those tiny 
ones requiring incubators for a short time. We also went 
to Jack-in-the-Box nursery at Hook Norton. We've had 
visits from the Practice Nurse at the Sibford surgery. Gill 
Soden with a representative from the Family Planning 
Association, and Rona Thorogood, the Health Visitor, came 
to tell us about her duties in the community. It has been a 
busy year in the Child Development Department, and the 
theory continues in tandem with all these special 
events. 

Food Technology 
This year the newly­
named Food 
Technology Department 
has expanded with the 
inclusion of Yea r 6 
pupils. These Orchard 
Close pupils come into 
the main school to 
undergo a 'taster' 
course sampling a 

Judy Davies 

variety of tasks which Sampling their wares! 
they will be expected to 
cover in greater detail 
in later years. 

Keith Floyd, eat your 
heart out! 

Last year, during the transition 
evening, the Year 6 pupils 
demonstrated one of the skills 
they had learned and delighted 
the parents with a mouth 
watering display of pizza 
making! Meanwhile, back in 
senior school, Year 9 were 
busily ca rrying on their project 
'Foods from Around the World' 
where many unusual and 
exotic foods were sampled, 
aided naturally by our strong 
contingent of E.F.L. pupils! 

Our two departmental visits 
this year were to the Ideal 
Home Exhibition and the Good 

Food Show where a wide range of products were available 
for sampling. The quality of the visit to the Good Food 
Show was enhanced by tremendous displays of culinary 
expertise from some of the most famous chefs in the 
world. 

Sarah Spittle 



RESIDENT STUDENTS 
Geraldine Chin 
I'm Geraldine Chin, but 
to most peop le at 
Sibford I am known as 
Geri. I come from the 
Australian capital of 
Canberra and I am at 
Sibford as a resident 
student for the 
Austra lian schoo l/  
cal endar year, January 
to December. 

Like most other 
resident students who 
come to Sibford, I am 
taking a year out 
between col l ege and 
university to broaden my horizons and to experience life 
on the other side of the world. As of February 1 995 I wil l  
b e  settled back into life a t  home and wil l  b e  studying Law 
at the Australian National University. 

The majority of my time at Sibford has been spent with 
Andy Glover and the ove rseas students in the EFL Dept. 
This has been an interesting experience for me and I can 
honest ly say I am rea lly going to miss al l  of the students I 
have worked with. 

I have real ly enjoyed everything I have been a part of at 
Sibford and I would like to thank everyone who has made 
me so welcome in their country. 

Zak Cole 
I am the s o l e  New 
Zeal and resident 
student here at Sibford, 
though I am sorry to 
say I know nothing 
about sheep rearing, 
and little more about 
rugby and the A l l  
Blacks. My home town 
is Auckland, where I 
attended Kristin 
School, completing the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Baccalaureate in my 
final two years. 

My interests extend to 
all areas of school life, though it was for my interests in 
music that I was specifically selected to be the resident 
music student at Sibford this year. My tastes in music 
have been described as "alternative" by some, but any 
myth that my music is nauseous is untrue!! 

Despite having survived being known for some time to 
members of Lister House as " Jesus" due to my beard and 
sandals, I consider myself very fortunate to have been 
enabled to work in the Music Dept. alongside Mark Paine, 
who is a great enthusiast and working companion, in 
Sibford's warm, friendly environment. Highlights of my 
year include helping create " A Right Mid-Summer Night's 
Dream Up" and venturing around the Continent and the 
U K. In the new year I' l l  be studying Management and 
Economics at Otago University in Dunedin, N.Z., though I 
doubt Sibford will be far from my thoughts. 

Thanks everyone for a great year. Haere Ra ! 

Phillip Mendl 
I arrived here in Sibford 
in early January after 
completing Year 12 at 
Radford C o l l eg e ,  
Canberra. Blind to what 
this year was going to 
bring, I was assigned 
to Orchard C lo s e ,  
which at first I thought 
was something to do 
with the horticu lture 
department. Then to 
my amazement I was 
thrown into the junior 
schoo l.  I have been 
involved with Orchard 
Close's production of 
" M y  Ho l iday" , with 
their sport in school and also in taking soccer, cricket and 
rugby teams, My duties and extra time spent with both 
the pupi ls and the staff have been enjoyable, and I know 
that back in Oz. I wi l l  miss Sibford very much. The 
experiences that I have had wil l  never be forgotten and I 
thank a l l  those involved in making this year the most 
AWESOME year. 

When I get back to Australia I wil l  be going to Tafe (similar 
to Tech) to study business management and business 
law. 

Pascale Montessuy 
Bonjour! I am Pascale , 
the French assistant. I 
usua l l y liv e in 
Grenoble, in the French 
Alps in the S.E. part of 
the country. I have 
studied German at 
univ ersity for three 
years. For those of you 
who understand the 
French system, my 
degree is a " Iicence". 
Next year, I p lan to 
study hot e l  
management, because 
my dream is to have 
my own hotel or camp 
site in the south of 

France or somewhere near the sea. 

I am here at Sibford ti l l  the end of the school year, so if 
you need help with your French, or you'd just like to talk 
with me in French, there's no problem! Don't hesitate to 
tel l  me. 
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lan Scott 
I was born in Sydney, 
Australia, and I have 
lived my whole life in 
the same area, except 
for 1 5  months when I 
lived in Papua New 
Guinea. I completed 
my High er School 
Certificate ( equivalent 
to A levels) in 1 993 at 
Knox Grammar School 
and came to Sibford to 
take a year's break from 
study. 

At Sibford I have 
worked in the PE Dept. 
covering a wide variety 

of sports and activities, all of which I have enjoyed, 
especially basketball, and, above all, rugby. I have also 
been involved in Penn Boys Boarding House and it's been 
great to be part of the friendly and relaxed atmosphere 
there. 

My year at Sibford has been a wonderful experience, both 
in term time and in the holidays, during which I have 
managed to travel to much of the U K  and Europe. I would 
like to thank both staff and pupils for making me feel so 
welcome and a part of the Sibford community. Despite 
the time I've spent here, I'm looking forward to returning 
to Australia to start a B. Engineering degree at University 
and to see family, friends and warm weather and beaches 
again. 

OUT AND ABOUT 
ACTIVITIES WEEK - SUMMER 1994 

The summer term again lent itself to another excellent 
activities week for Year 7 and Year 8 pupils. This year the 
adventure took place in the Lake District on the shores of 
Lake Windermere at the YMCA Lakeside Centre. 

After a good journey we settled into the campsite in 
plenty of time before our guided tour on Saturday 
afternoon. Activities started Saturday evening and 
continued until our departure the following weekend. 

Split into three groups, we were launched into activities 
such as archery, abseiling, rock climbing and canoeing of 
various types. Initiative problems proved challenging but 
helped team spirit and co-operation. The 'Krypton Factor' 
assault course, the ropes course and the vertiginous aerial 
runway proved a challenge for most but were activities 
within which everyone had success. 

One of the many highlights durin� the week was the 
canoe bivouac which saw us paddling up Lake Windermere 
in Canadian canoe catamarans to a field where we erected 

shelt ers and 
slept under the 
stars. Cooking 
for ourselves 
and washing in 
the lake, sitting 
in the b est 
weather w e  
could have 
hoped for in the 
peace and 

Mr. Chowne looks on. . . love the hat, Andy! tranquillity of 
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Jennifer Wright 
I decided to have a year 
out of Australia to 
travel before attending 
university in 1 995 to 
begin a B. Teaching 
degree. Sibford was 
the perfect answer. I 
could spend the year 
gaining experience in 
t eaching and other 
skills, me eting new 
people and, above all, 
seeing the sights of 
Europe. It's been very 
useful, because after 
four months here I 
realised I am not cut 
out for teaching, so it 
was back to square one, really ! !  

I have spent my time helping in the Learning Support 
Dept., mainly with Years 7 and 8, and with the Drama 
Dept. I had much pleasure helping with " A Right Mid­
Summer Night's Dream Up" and the Year 7/8/9 Drama 
Night. I have really enjoyed my year at Sibford and when 
I now return to Australia I will be beginning a course in 
Business Retailing instead! Thank you all. 

the night was a moment which could not really be 
recaptured but will go in the memories of all of us for a 
very long time. It is not without comprehension that so 
many classics have been created in the area. 

The lake provided many hours of swimming for those 
bravados amongst us despite the temperature of the water, 
and the occasional dip for those who were not too keen ! 
We lived amongst the wildlife, with many ducks, rabbits 
and hedgehogs. Andy Chowne hit the jackpot when he 
awoke to find one of our prickly friends asleep on the back 
of his legs. 

Food was 
delivered in 
c o p i o u s  
a m o u n t s  
three times a 
day and sleep 
was wel­
comed after 
hot choc­
olate every 
evening. I feel 
v ery proud T. k · h 1 1  
that I was part a mg to t e waves en masse . .  

of this experience but know that the week could not have 
gone so smoothly without the excellent organisation from 
Andy Newbold again and the tremendous support from 
all the staff at Lakeside. 

We hope to return for another enlightening experience 
later this year. 

Diane Grey 



THE DUCK 
It was Thursday morning and we had just completed the 
assault course. We were now going to go group canoeing. 

We got our paddles and life jackets. Then we all walked 
down to the jetty where the group canoe was. We all 
chose our seats. We had to sit in pairs. Adam, our 
instructor, sat at the back and steered. 

We paddled out to a pair of islands and went between 
them. As we were going past them Abby pointed out a 
baby duck that was trying to stand up but having trouble. 
By now the rest of the girls in the boat were standing up 
and asking Adam if they could go and help it. Adam said 
that we couldn't help it. He asked them to sit back down 
and to help push us off the rocks we were grounded on. 
As we started to paddle back all the girls wouldn't paddle 
because they thought that it was wrong to leave the 
duckling to die. So it was just the boys that paddled us 
back to the jetty. 

LAKESIDE 
On Saturday morning Yrs 7 and 
8 left for a YMCA place in the 
Lake District. It was by a lake 
called Windermere. We arrived 
five hours later and unpacked in 
our tents. 

After we got settled in we were 
split into groups and our 
instructor, Adam, showed us 
around Lakeside. 

On Sunday we started our 
activities; we had three sessions 
a day. We did things like archery, 
map reading, rockc l imbing, 
abseiling, rope courses etc. 

Andrew Walker (8) 

Simon Hughes rock 
My favourite activities were climbing. Year 7. 
a bseiling and aerial runway. 
Aerial runway is a long metal rope going from the top of a 
tall tree, across the lake to a smaller tree. What you have 
to do is climb the larger tree, clip yourself on to a pulley, 
sit on the edge of the platform and lean forward so you 
come off the platform. You sail along the rope and stop at 
the bottom. 

Sarah Sealey (8) 

THE COAST TO COAST WALK 1994. 

The coast to coast walk from Robin Hood's Bay to St. 
Bee's Head -
190 m iles -
o r g a n i s e d  
and led by 
Gill and Andy 
Newbold was 
an unqual­
ified success. 

Our group of 
16 was a 
curious mix 
of age, 
e x p e r i e n c e  
and interests, 
and it was The group in Robin Hood's Bay at the 
this very start of the walk 

diversity which turned out to be its greatest asset. The 
youngest member, 8 year old Peter Newbold, set the pace 
and standard early on. He and his brother, Tim, were so 
determined to finish the walk. By the time we had 
completed the first 60 miles or so, our group had acquired 
a remarkable cohesion and single-mindedness which 
overcame the many o bstacles, both physical and 
psychological which beset us on our route. 

We traversed 
c o u n t r y s i d e  
b e a u t i f u l  
a l m o s t  
e v e r y w h e r e ,  
yet extremely 
varied in 
c h a r a c t e r ,  
i n c l u d i n g  
m o u n t a i n s ,  
hills, val leys, 
rivers, moors 

C . h IAI Sh d N'  and sea-cliffs. rossmg t e. vvater- e on me 

T k· th h' h Standards Rlgg a mg e Ig 
level route, we strode along the elevated wilderness of 
the North Yorkshire Moors with its ancient tracks, silent 
except for the occasional chook of partridge or grouse; we 
walked the rolling hills of the Dales, where a lone wheatear 
or curlew called in the morning; and we scaled the 
spectacular peaks of the Lake District and looked upon 
hanging gardens of birch and rowan, translucent streams 
and glistening lakes. 

The weather was glorious and we enjoyed downhill 
tumbles in heather, rolls in bracken, slides on scree, 
scrambles on rocks, footbaths in streams and mad dips in 
bogs ! We played cards, Trivial Pursuit and football, picked 
bilberries and ate wonderful food provided by Gill Newbold 
from her desperate forays into towns as we became 
hungrier and hungrier, and cooked by Andy Newbold. 

For all of us who finished in a torrential downpour on St. 
Bee's Head, the Coast to Coast was a fine achievement, 
not merely in terms of distance covered, heights scaled, 
or levels of fitness attained. For all of us, and in particular 
for the younger members of the group, it was a journey of 
personal enrichment, a discovery of the human capacity 
to extend beyond limits set by oneself or others. Neither 
Elva, nor I, had believed we could achieve so much. 

Brenda O'Casey - mother of Elva. Year 10. 

THE JUNIOR PILGRIMAGE 

During the Summer Term the Religious Studies 
department organised Sibford School's first ever Junior 
Pilgrimage, for pupils in Year Seven, to Jordans. The day 
was designed to support the School's Quaker ethos, 
providing new pupils with an insight into the history of 
early Quakerism, and to support Year Seven RS work on 
The Society of Friends. Here is one pupil's account . . .  

It  took us over 90 minutes to get to Jordans on the coach, 
and when we arrived we went into the Refectory, which is 
the place where the first Quakers used to have secret I 
meetings. In there we had squash and biscuits, which 
were very nice. We learnt that the door there was from the 
Mayflower ship - which I sort of believed - and we heard 
all about the history of Jordans. 
Next we went to the Mayflower Barn, where they were 
getting ready for a Quaker wedding the next day. The roof 
of the barn was the hull from the Mayflower, the ship 
which took the first settlers to America. I live in a barn, so 
it looked a lot like mine. We learnt a lot about the history 
of the barn, which was very interesting. 
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The Mayflower Barn at Jordans, allegedly made from 
the hull of the Pilgrim Fathers' ship. 
Then we walked down a pebbly path to Jordans Green 
where we had a picnic lunch and heard all about the 
cricket problem that they had had there. We stayed th�re 
for about 90 minutes, eating our lunch in the sun, plaYing 
on the swings and running races. 

Next we walked down to the Meeting House, where we 
saw the gravestones of William Penn and his fa 1!1 ily. Then 
we went inside to find out more about the Meeting House 
and about the way in which Quakers worship. 

All in all I had a very nice day out, and I would love to go 
again. 

Kathryn Knowles 

1 994 KIDS CAMP 

This year Kids Camp started o n  Monday 11th July after 
summer term ended. The helpers arrived early on Monday 
morning to organise sleeping arrangements and unpack 
for the week ahead. 

The children from 
t he P h oenix iii�H� S c hool arrived 
earlier t han the 
c h ildren from 
Stormont. T h e  
kids were eager to 
select partners 
and start playing, 
so t h a t  w h e n  
Stormont . d i d  
arrive Fielding Tara Kennedy, Edward Robinson, 
House was filled Jenny Taylor and others greet the 
wit h w hat to an minibuses. 
onlooker would 
appear to be organised chaos ! 

Katie Jamison and Lucy Cole with 
young friend. 

That afternoon we 
set off to Lamb's 
Farm in a tractor 
and trailer, very 
different from 
London buses. The 
c hildren swarmed 
around the farm, 
eager to explore 
and to touch 
e veryt h ing. We 
returned to dinner 
at Sibford after 
which the children 

had lessons and we rested. At the end of the hour we were 
greeted with beaming smiles and full accounts of what 
they'd been doing. 
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Later there were 
o r g a n i s e d  
activities, such 
as drama, 
swimming and 
t r a m p o l i n i n g ,  
which was very 
popular. We 
h elpers were 
encouraged to Trampolining in the Sports Hall. 
" h e l p "  but 
whether we helped or hindered is a different matter. 

Activities finished around 8:00 p.m. so the kids only had a 
short time to shower and change and have their biscuit 
before bed. After the children were asleep, the helpers all 
collapsed of exhaustion, and this was only the first day! 
Before we too could retire to our rooms, we had group 
discussions about the day and any problems we had 
encountered. Each day thereafter followed this routine. 

For me the week's highlights were the outings, like kite 
flying on the Avon Dasset hills, visiting La�b's Fa!m and 
Hatton rare breeds farm, and my two favourite outings, to 
Cotswold Wild Life Park and horse riding around Radway. 
These two hold special memories for me, of smiles and 
laughter on every child's face. 

Inevitably Friday 
arrived after a 
week that passed 
quickly. T h e  
morning was 
filled with fun 
races and games, 
but after lunch 
t h e  minibuses 
were packed and 
the tears began to 
fal l .  M a n y  Erlend Webb and friends ! 
goodbyes were 
sad ones. Although I did feel tired but rewarded when 
they left, Fielding did seem lonely witho

.
ut the �hild�en's 

voices. With everybody helping and pulling their weight, 
it created a sense of community and equality, and this is 
what Sibford is all about. 

Vicki Howes Year 11 .  

OUTDOOR LIFE CLUB O.C. 

Having suggested the idea of camping quite casu�lIy to a 
few members of the Year 6 pupils and left them to circulate 
this amongst the rest of their friends, I found myself 
inundated with many questions: "When?, Where?" and 
more significantly "Can I come?". The result, in �he Spring 
Term, saw the formation of the O.C. Outdoor L ife Club. 

We started meeting at lunchtime, once a week, and 
between Phil Mendl and myself covered topics ranging 
from 'How to put up a tent' to 'Treating injuries on a 
campsite'. Occasionally within the vicinity of O.C. the 
poles of a Vango tent could be seen waving in the air as 
people pondered on the fact that eventually they would 
have to sleep in this strange construction and confused 
children ran around the campus clutching a crumpled 
map trying to figure out how an outline of a rectan�le 
could possibly represent the Sports Hall a�d un�usp�ctlng 
visitors would step cautiously over bodies lYing In the 
Recovery Position. 

At the end of six weeks we packed the bus. The children 
had been responsible for the planning of the menu (wit h a 
guiding hand), fetching and carrying tents, water bottles 
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and all their own personal kit. We set off with the bus full, 
including the additional Staff, Michael Burke and Geri 
Chin to our camp site at Cranham, Gloucestershire. On 
arrival, we were met by my resourceful and organised 
parents, Mick and Joan who had volunteered their services 
to watch the fire and coordinate the cooking for the 
duration of the weekend - Honest! 

Supervising the erection of tents and collection of firewood 
provided m uch entertainment for all those involved. 
Games in the dark were organised along the lines of 
escaping convicts and tea m  ga mes - all designed 
purposefully and rapidly failing to burn energy. Supper 
was cooked on and served around a glorious fire, and the 
evening ending with the inevitable Ghost Stories before 
bed. 

This first camp was plagued with "the O.C. bug" which 
we thought we had left behind. If you were lucky enough 
to have avoided it at school don't worry - it was almost 
guaranteed to get you elsewhere, most inconveniently at 
camp! and at 2.00 a.m. first to fall, Me! followed closely by 
Cristina. Later by Luke, Nicola, Katy, Michael Burke, Geri 
and Ph il. Somehow through it all everyone will confess to 
having a great time. 

The time, as ever on such events passed far too quickly 
and before we knew it we found ourselves packing up the 
bus to go home .... short of several people that had arrived 
with us, but all still f ull of the enth usiasm that had initiated 
the Ca mping idea in the first place! 

Since March this year we have returned to Cranham Woods 
site with another group of 13 children in June, again to 
enjoy the wonderful location and good weather. This time 
Jenny Wright came along. Th ankfully by this time we had 
shaken off "The Bug". With the warmer weather and the 
longer days we spent our time walking and exploring the 
woods and the Nature Reserve. 

Enthusiasm seemed to spread through O.C., spurred on 
by the wilful determination of the Year 3-5 pupils that they 
should not m iss out on such a fun experience! So it was, 
towards the end of the S u m mer Term, that the remaining 
children from O.C. set off to disturb the tranquillity of 
Blenheim Farm, Shutford. 

Now imagine the scene. The sun has risen on a late June 
morning, the dew fresh on the grass, children happily 
playing rounders, the birds are either not yet awake or 
have left for quieter nests, and the teacher stands patiently 
u mpiring the ga me occasionally scowling at her watch ... it 
is 4.15 a.m. The sum total of sleep - negligible! 

We enjoyed a warm fire and a hearty breakfast, thanks to 
Mrs Taylor, walked off for a gentle stroll around the lake, 
returning to school late morning. Now the children decide 
it is time to sleep! By 1.30 p. m. strewn around O.C. are the 
flopping bodies of several hardy ca mpers, above the sound 
of readers the odd snore, and t h ud as someone falls off 
their chair! 

It appeared a success at the time, and a term on these 
children are planning their own camp in Gloucestershire 
for late October and with another already in the pipeline 
for the Spring. It seems the ru mours and stories from 
returning participants are going to fuel the interest in this 
Clu b  that began as a casual rem ark one wet l unchtime! 

QC S a i l i n g  
During the Spring Term a gro up of Year 6 p upils 
investigated the properties required in a boat to make it 

an efficient means of Water Transport. What better way to 
demonstrate to them how they work than an afternoon on 
the water. This first visit to Farmoor Reservoir was made 
possible by Andy Chowne and Dave Goodwin who helmed 
Wayfarers on a breezy sum mer's afternoon. 

A term on, we now visit Farmoor weekly to try our own 
hands at sailing. Our first outing provided a gusting, 
rough afternoon on the water, strong enough to dampen 
the hardiest sailors, but we were not to be beaten and 
have since enjoyed some calmer evenings with breezes 
sometimes dropping completely! 

Half-term will see the end of this particular course of 
Sailing, but already there is a group waiting for the boats 
to be launched in the Spring so that they can take their 
turn at the helm. 

ORCHARD CLOSE ADVENTURE 

PLAYGROUND 

Gail Mills 

Children in Orchard Close have always expressed a desire 
for an Adventure Playground. Five years ago pupils and 
staff were planning and discussing ideas. Mary Bennett 
raised over £400 with pupils between 1989 - 1993. Friends 
of Sibford School investigated a n u m ber of companies 
and equipment, including "HAGS" which has been 
eventually selected to provide Phase 1. 

After so m uch preliminary work plus the generous gift of 
£3,000 from the Parent, Staff and Friends Association in 
Septem ber 1993, the dream started to take shape. 

An Adventure Playground Committee was formed. A range 
of activities and events was organised throughout 1994. 
These plus generous donations brought in over £1,500. 

The first Phase consisting of a roundabout and group 
swing was put in place on October 16th. 

Phase Two and Three will require further funding. If you 
would like to help in any way please contact one of the 
Orchard Close Adventure Playground Com m ittee: Mary 
Bennett, Ginny Dale-Green, Brian Morphy, Graham Sale, 
Elizabeth Young. 

Elizabeth Young 

THE QUAKER PILGRIMAGE/FOX TROT 1994. 

If one were to think that the Quaker Pilgrimage was a bout 
long and boring talks to do with Mr Fox and his loyal 
followers and clim bing up steep and remote mountains in 
the m iddle of nowhere, talking to nothing but sheep all 
the time, then you couldn't be more wrong!! I think that 
everyone on the pilgrimage, not only those from our 
school, but all who have been on s uch an adventure, 
would agree that they will never forget it because of the 
love, admiration and respect we experienced towards old 
and new Friends and friendships. 

One of the first things we were told when we were I 
introduced to our old but lovely hippy-type Quaker guides 
was that we didn't have m uch time together, so we had 
better use it well. Looking back on that first rather timid 
and very quiet bus journey to the Lake District, we can see 
that by the end we had made a lot of progress together. 

As a group we did a lot of travelling, visiting many 
important places of Quaker interest, chip shops (!) and other 
places of beauty. To get there we would either journey in the 
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Brigflatts Quaker Meeting House, 
Sedbergh, Cumbria 

very c h i c  a n d  
s o p h i st i c a t e d  
red b u s  or ride 
i n  the a nc ient 
b lue bus. Fel ls ( 
or to those who 
d o n 't s p e a k 
C u m b r i a n  
" hi l ls" )  played a 
large part i n  the 
w e e k e n d .  
Pend le H i l l  was 
one of our fi rst 
stops as it i s  
w h e re F o x  
c a m e  t o  

understand h i s  pu rpose i n  l ife. U pon the summit we were 
told about Fox's seekings and his vision on the same 
mounta i n  top, a l l  those years before. 

After this i ntroduction, we d rove to our accommodation 
which was a hostel which had previously been a school in 
Yealand Conyers. Here we played games to get to know 
each other, games which became ever more intimate and 
si l ly. Over the next two days, we visited severa l Quaker 
sites and most i m portantly, Swarth more Ha l l .  We also 
saw the Quaker Tapestry i n  its new home i n  Kendal .  

For me, I f ind that I have learned a lot  about myself 
spi ritua l ly and have been able to answer questions about 
my bel iefs. I feel sure you don't have to be a Quaker to 
appreciate the background of such an i nteresting and 
mysterious g roup of  people. I also made many friends, 
learnt qu ite a few corny jokes and a few ski l ls as to how to 
torture an orange ! !  

ROLLER-SKATING CRAZY 

Simon Palmer in the lead on the 
bend, closely followed by Robbie 
Catterall and the posse. 

had your own skates, one could 
rol l  the weekend away. 

The event c u l m i nated i n  a 
r o l l e r-skat i n g  d isco a n d  a l l  
a g ree i t  was a s m a s h i n g  
success. Litera l ly for a few, who 
had to visit the Horton Hospita l 
for p laster casts, but a l l  inju ries 
were m inor, thankfu l ly. We look 
fo rwa rd to the next ro l le r­
skating weekend soon ! Wel l  
done, Caro l ine. 

John Dunston, the first 
time ever on skates and 

he didn't fall once! 

SIBFORD CRICKET CLUB 

Ruth James Year 1 2  

Over the weekend 
of Septem be r  2 4  
and  25th,  S ibford 
went ro l ler-skating 
c razy ,  even t h e  
Headmaster ! ! 

C a ro l i n e H o m a n  
organ ised the visit 
of a ro l ler-skati ng 
service specia l is ing 
in sc h o o l s  a n d  
youth c lubs, and for 
the smal l  cost of £3, 
or on ly £1 :50 if you 

The v i l lage cricket c lub once aga i n  ended the season as 
holders of yet another cup, this t ime winning,  at their fi rst 
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attempt, the fourth d ivision ofthe South Northants League. 
Their old riva ls, Wroxton, were runners-up. 

Sibford School hosted not only the c lub's league matches, 
but a lso cup games and many friend l ies. Home and visiting 
teams a l l  enjoyed a good game on an excel lent wicket. 
Many thanks to Sibford School and their groundsmen. 

Roger G i lbert. 

THEY PLOUGH THE FIELD AND SCATTER 

THE GOOD SEED ON THE LAND. 

So runs the l ine 
of o n e  of o u r  
w e l l - k n o w n  
h y m n s ,  a n d  it 
m a kes a good 
t i t l e  for  t h i s  
spec i a l  feature 
on the farming 
fa m i l ies whose 
c h i l d ren a re at 
S i bford ,  a n d  

Woodwork room in the early 1930s who have been 
here in the past. Many of these fam i l ies are loca l ,  but 
some are from further afie ld .  What fo l lows does not c la im 
to be a complete account, but rather a taster. . . . . . . .  . 

Tay lor  is a common name at S i bford, it being the 
nomenclature for th ree loca l farm i ng fam i l ies. 

Swalcl iffe G range is an arable farm of 360h farmed by 
Mike and Barbara Taylor, together with their fami ly. James 
left Sibford with good GCSE results in 1993 and we trust 
R ichard wi l l  do the same in the summer of '95. Victoria 
began Year 7 this Septem ber. 

The fami ly  have long connections with Sibford, both 
grandfathers attending the school .  Wi l l iam Sabin, from 
Temple Mi l l ,  attended 1 9 1 6-20 along with his two brothers, 
one of whom, John Sabin from Lea Farm, Hook Norton, 
then educated his three chi ldren, Joseph, Hugh and Angela 
at the schoo l .  John Taylor and his sister, Ruth both 
attended about 1 920 when the fami ly  fi rst moved to the 
G range. Ruth's daughter, Angela Mortimer was educated 
at Sibford and later taught pottery at the school.  

Barbara tel l s  us that she and Mike chose to educate the 
present generation at Si bford because of the special  
attention ch i ldren receive for their educational needs and 
the smal ler  classes. They feel James's exam resu lts bear 
out their choice, and of course, being local ,  the chi ldren 
are able to carry on their da i ly i nterests around the fam i ly 
home and the farm. 

R i c h a rd " loves be ing  o utdoors and a l ways havi n g  
someth ing t o  do" .  He is sure he wants t o  continue farming 
and  foresees larger machinery and a bigger ro le for 
computers. He rides and plays rugby for the school.  Victoria 
l i kes to feed the ca lves in October and a lso loves to ride 
her pony on the open spaces. One day, perhaps, she'd l i ke 
to own a r iding schoo l .  

The Taylors of  B lenhe im Farm are at  present represented 
at Orchard Close by Henry, who tel ls  me he loves getting 
d i rty and having lots of space, a long with shooting and 
motor-bi ke r id ing.  Perhaps not surpris ingly he th inks 
"townies" see farming fol k  as " m uddy old people" ! !  He 
too wants to be a fa rmer and foresees larger tractors 
pu l l ing even bigger machinery to get the jobs done more 
qu ickly. H is  sister, Sal ly, is an o ld scholar (class of 1 992) 
as is h is brother, Ben, who has recently completed his 
degree from Liverpool .  

Yet a nother farming Taylor was Jenny, who left Sibford 
this sum mer with her GCSEs. She comes from Hook 
Norton. 

Gywn and lan Mather of Hai lcombe Barn Farm, South 



N e w i n g t o n ,  h a ve fa rm i n g 
connections loca l ly going back 
a centu ry, but with S ibford 
on ly si nce 1 989, when their 
d a u g hter ,  L y n n e ,  e nt e re d  
Orchard Close, fol lowed a year 
l at e r  by S i a n .  T h ey fa rm 
l ivestock, m a i n ly, and  both 
g i rls wou ld  l i ke to work with 
an imals  in  the future, Lynne 
possibly as a vet. 

Lyn ne is one of the many g i rls 
at Sibford who enjoy playing 
rugby, though she compla ins 
"The boys often don't pass 
you the ba l l " .  However she 
enjoys the school because " it's 
very friendly and because of 

a l l  the activities on offer ."  Sian l i kes art and the fact that 
we are a smal l  sized schoo l .  Their  m u m  tel ls me she and 
her husband chose Sibford "having heard of its reputation 
as a school with a fam i ly atmosphere, where the pupi ls' 
progress and personal  happiness a re of equal i m portance 
to staff." 

Another Yea r 1 1  gi rl who is interested in  the possib i l ity of 
veterinary science, and who a lso attended Orchard Close, 
is Mo l l ie Tustian .  Her father farms a m ixed arable and 
sheep operation in  Epwel l ,  about 1 80 acres. He a lso acts 
as an agricu ltural consu ltant. 

When Mol l ie's parents m oved to Epwel l  in 1 982 they 
chose Sibford, despite the fact that one of their boys had a 
fu l l  scholarship to an Oxford school,  because the school 
offered the "wider curricu lum we were looking for. " Al l  
th ree chi ldren attended the school and the boys, Patrick 
and James, have now moved on to higher education .  

Laurence, Pau l  and Mi les Coleg rave come from U pper 
Lea Farm, Swa lcl iffe, again just a few m i les from the 
school.  Pau l  in  particu lar  loves working on the farm and 
wants to continue the fami ly  connection.  Paul  is another 
fearless Sibford rug by player, although he enjoys tennis 
best, as does Laurence. M i les prefers a rchery.  Pau l  
suspects city folk  may see cou ntry people as "bu mpkins" 
but is tolerant of their wayward views. Al l  th ree boys are 
musica l .  Laurence is a gentle g iant i n  Year 1 1  and wou ld  
l i ke to  enter the  fi nancial  world. Mi les lurks i n  Orchard 
Close, awaiti ng the big t ime on The H i l l .  

Two sisters from another local farming c l a n ,  the Jack 
fami ly, a re qu ite different in  that Theresa, i n  Year 1 1  
(another rugby demon) doesn't th ink  she wi l l  cont inue the 
farming trad ition,  whi le Lorra i ne in  Orchard Close wants 
to be a pig farmer, no less. When asked how they thought 
town folk  m ight view farming people, Theresa's reply was 
"Over the fence" whi le Lorra i ne countered with the view 
that "townies are boring." I think Lorra ine and her brother, 
Duncan, a nother Old Scholar, are the r ight ones for the 
job! ! Brakelands Farm wi l l  be safe in their  hands. 

More high fl iers a re the Cobb sisters 
in  Orchard Close, Emma and Anna, 
together with their  e lder s ib l i ng,  
Kyl ie, in  Year 1 0. Both Emma and 
Anna enthuse about trampo l in ing, 
and al l  the g i rls love r iding and the 
involvement of the entire fam i ly with 
t h e  farm w h i c h  is l ocated at  
Wigginton .  

James Edwards i s  in  Year 1 0  a n d  his 
sister, Lizzy, is a recent Old  Scholar.  
The i r  home is New Barn Farm in  the 
Gower, but the fami ly  do not farm 
as such. Andrew Edwards i nforms 

me that he and his wife chose Sibford because of the 

school's ethos, "a caring 
a p p ro a c h  w h i c h  
p e r m e ates fro m t h e  
teachers down through 
the students and is there 
for a l l  to see."  

Al ista i r  McLa ren i n  Year 
9 and his brother, James, 
i n  Yea r 8 a re f rom 
Croughton. Thei r g reat-
grandfather came from Durham orig ina l ly  and bought 
The Warren from the Cartwright estate i n  1 947 after years 
of be ing a tenant. His g reat-grandsons love the farming 
l ife and want to conti nue the fa rm, again with bigger 
machinery ( ! )  Al ista i r  even claims to love getting u p  at 
7 :00 i n  the morn ing to get the sheep ready for market. 
Both boys enjoy their sports, cricket and rugby especial ly. 

Tom Lane (Year 1 1 )  and Adam Bell (Year 8) are not loca l ,  
but  they are from farming backgrou nds. Tom's fam i ly are 
arable farmers i n  Upper Snodsbury, Worcestersh i re, and 
Adam's mum is the fa rmer on a smal l  40 acre farm in  the 
Lake District. Adam's not sure about farming, but certai n  
h e  wants to remain amongst the lakes, whi le Tom wou l d  
qu ite l i ke t o  make a career out o f  t h e  theatre, despite the 
fact that some members of his fam i ly keep leaving h im 
land i n  the  hope of  encouraging h im to  farm it ! !  

John Fenemore in  Year 
1 1  l ives on a 375 acre farm 
at Wa rkworth a n d  h i s  
fami ly have been farmers 
for wel l  over a century, 
s pa n n i n g t h re e  
generations. He came to 
Sibford in Year 8 from 
B r e d o n  S c h o o l  i n  
G loucestershi re a n d  finds 

the school friendly and relaxed. He wants to spend a few 
years on the farm after completing his GCSEs and then to 
go on to agricultural col lege. Al ready John confidently 
i nforms me that greater d iversification wil l be essentia l  
for the farmer of the futu re ! 

F ina l ly  we come fu l l  c irc le to Lucy Cole, i n  the Sixth Form . 
Lucy is a dou ble cousi n (on both sides of the fam i ly) to 
Richard and Victoria Taylor with whom we began this 
story. Lucy took Horticulture as part of her studies because 
she loves the open air, just as she enjoys working with 
a nima ls. Lucy's mother, Jenn ifer, was at Sibford 1 962 - 67 
and her grandmother, Monica Taylor, was a scholar from 
1 930-35. Many thanks to the fami ly  for the use of the two 
photographs from the past. Lucy came to continue her 
education i n  Fielding, not wanting to do A levels, and says 
she enjoys the flexib i l ity of courses Sibford's sixth form 
offers. 

Our school was establ ished in 1 842 as a rura l  school with 
a strong agricu ltural bias. The presence of Horticu lture 
and the work of the wal led garden within our cu rricu lum 
a re testament to  th is  trad ition.  But  so too is the  long 
association between the school and members of the loca l 
f a r m i n g  
community. 
Long may it 
continue, to 
the m utual  
enrichment 
of both . 

Ed itor. 

Monica Taylor, third row up, second from 
left 1930-35 
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FOG 

A low dark grey cloud 
Covering the land with 
Its power, 

B lack  magic 

I think it is 
Its thick mist 
That covers the horizon 
With its smoke 
And makes you feel funny. 

I HATE FQG. 

Jonathon Titcombe Year 6 

AUTUMN SADNESS 

The days of baking rays have drifted 
Into mist. 
I miss the days of sun. 
I have to put up with 
September dew. 

I ' m  used to the heat 
Cold to me's new. 

I adore the sight of ripe green leaves, 
Not purple-dark, 
The sight makes me blue. 

The chilled winds blow out the sun 
As if it were a candle. 
The murky grey clouds 
Are taking control. 
The sun scrounges for survival. 

Oh well ,  however much I weep 
I ' l l  have to wait three more 
Seasons before I need my 
Sun cream to slosh on. 

WHAT A PITY. 

Andrew Peers Year 5 
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LITERATURE SECTION 

POEM 
Feel ings painfu l ,  
Feel ings sweet, 
B leed ing nose, 
Ach ing feet. 

Visions of horror, 
Visions of war; 
Visions of beauty, 
Loved m uch more.  

Tastes of sugar, 
Tastes of wine; 
Tastes of lemon, 
Tastes of l i me. 

Smel l  of flowers, 
Smel l  of sick; 
Smel l  of food, 
You can a lmost taste it !  

Stephen Clarke. Year 9 

THE FOREST 

The forest was as dark as a bat's wing on 
"'- The stroke of midnight. 

No light passed through the tall ,  forbidding ferns, 
And no light has since the dawn of time. 

Neither time nor age matter in the forest, 
Untouched by human impurity. 
Day and night are as one in the eternal blackness. 

The only sound that echoes out of the black is 
A hooting of a distant owl, 
And the scampering of night creatures returning 
To their burrows. 

Stuart Mason Year 9 

I WALKED ALONE 

I walked alone, 
Along the hill top green, 
I walked alone, 
Alone from home, and hearing the waves 
moan. 
Along with friends I could have been, 
The sight a good one to have seen. 
I walked alone. 

I saw my love 
Across the room, a glance 
I saw my love. 
Turn away from me, my turtle dove, 
For me, your looks, they do enhance, 
Looking, staring, SNAP ! !  in a trance, 
I saw my love. 

It shone so bright 
That the light blinded me. 
It  shone so bright, 
It carried on for all the night. 
It really was a beautiful sight, 
It shone so hard, with all its might, 
I t  shone so bright. 

I touched a star. 
It made me feel purposeful,  true. 
I touched a star, 
And as I reached out afar 
It felt soft to cuddle up to, 
I thought, with my hand, but it went through. 

I touched a star. 
I walk alone. 

Vickie Lane Year 9 



THE JOURNEY 

The soft haze of summer hangs limply over the meadow where I l ie.  
My mind is clean and clear. I have no worries and no nasty thoughts. 
My head is propped on my sweatshirr as I rest looking at the sky. A 
crow flies overhead, making a raucous, harsh noise, but doesn't  
disturb the peace. My nose is itchy with the pollen from the dusty 
air. The distant drone of a lazy crawling combine, reaping the rich 
harvest of the late, sunny summer. My ears hear the sounds that loud 
people would describe as silence; birds singing in the distance, 
cattle mooing; my brain builds a 3D picture of sound. I see the layers 
of clouds moving at different speeds on the varying summer breeze. 
The long meadow grass is tall and sways gently all around me. The 
carpet of buttercups covers the meadow as it rol ls away down the 
gentle slope towards the small winding river below. 

I become aware of being watched and sit up slowly; raising my 
tranquil body limply on my arms I look around slowly surveying the 
scene. My heart jumps, pumping a surge of adrenalin through my 
body as my eyes see the jet black horse standing in front of me. He 
stands only a few feet away with his ears pricked ready to receive 
any sounds I may make, his dark eyes twitching, testing to see my 
reactions. I do not know how he could have come so close without 
my noticing; maybe I was not meant to notice. My body calms itself 
when I see the horse is not going to hurt me. I get to my feet slowly 
but swiftly; the horse takes a step back cautiously. 

I am no longer startled. I feel I know the horse like a friend. I 
walk to his side and touch his neck slowly with my middle finger. 
He doesn 't seem to object so I move my hand slowly down to his 
shoulder. I feel safe with him and there is something that makes me 
feel as if! have known him forever. I slide my hand over his muscle­
bound neck and pull myself up on to his back. 

Sitting up above the meadow grass, I can feel the summer 
breeze in my hair; the air is fresh and warm. The horse starts to move 
forward slowly, walking with elegance, then into a trot as he turns 
back on his path gracefully. I am confused. I didn't tell him to move, 
but still  I feel safe and I trust him. He breaks into a canter. Adrenalin 
rushes round my body as I realise that he is going to jump the hedge 
out of the meadow. His speed increases as we near the hedge. I grip 
tight with every muscle in my body, contracted to breaking point; 
then with one smooth faultless move we rush into the air, joined 
together, formed into one object. 

We meet the ground as if it was made of feathers. We glide 
through the grass with effortless sweeps of his legs propel l ing 
us at speed across the large grassy field leading towards a 
semi-precipitous slope down to the river. Still I trust 
him, my driving force, I know he will  not harm 
me. We start to slow as we draw near to the 
edge of the slope, walking. 

We begin our descent towards the river that runs at the bottom. He is 
not hesitant or unsure; he never pauses to think, he just keeps on, 
sometimes he slides, but it doesn 't  seem to bother him. He picks his 
way carefully through the sharp, jagged boulders that lie precariously 
resting on other rocks. The granite stone produces sharp clicks when 
his hooves make contact with it, sometimes creating showers of dust 
that has settled on the hard, dark grey surface. 

I don' t  try to help him or guide him; he doesn 't  need my help. I 
just lean back to keep my balance as his body twists and turns under 
me. We reach the foot of the incline; I look up in awe at the large, 
steep rocky face he has just carried me down without any trouble. 
He senses my admiration and takes the opportunity to rest before 
tackling our next obstacle, the river. 

We do not pause for long, moving on towards the sparkling 
river that runs just a few yards away. He keeps walking, his eyes 
focused on a point in the distance. He seems mechanical, unstoppable 
and very determined. He carries me slowly down the bank into the 
river; the cool water rises higher and higher past his hocks, then 
slowly seeps into my shoes and wets the bottom of my jeans, 
climbing up my leg like icy fingers. I can feel the current is pushing 
against my right leg with considerable force, and still the cold water 
climbs higher up my leg. The water now incarcerates all of my body 
from the waist down making me shiver. 

Just as I start to doubt my horse ' s  judgement the water begins to 
recede, and with a few swift steps, we are on the other side of the 
river. He turns sl ightly as if to admire his achievement and then he 
breaks into a slow canter and we begin to travel, with grace, across 
the flat meadows that run alongside the winding river. I begin to 
wonder when or if he will  ever stop and take me back to the field 
near my home. This thought scares me slightly and as much as I try 
to forget it, it keeps coming back into my mind. 

Then as if he could read my inner thoughts he starts to turn in a 
large arc and heads back towards home. My jeans cling to my legs 
with a damp, cold wetness. He begins to increase his speed as we 
approach a narrow part of the river then, without any warning, he 
launches himself into the sky and sails swiftly through the air, 
landing lightly on the opposite bank. My heart is racing and I feel 
slightly dizzy. 

He doesn 't  pause on the other side, he just carries on at a flat­
out gallop tearing across the meadows. 
He has chosen a different route back 
which doesn't  involve ascending the 
steep incline. We begin to climb gentle 
ro l l i n g  h i l l s  to the top of t h e  
escarpment, from where we both 
started this journey together. We reach 
the top and turn briefly to look back 
down on the winding little river and 
the buttercup-fi lled meadows that l ie 
beneath us. Then, gathering speed and 
power we cross the last field and 
prepare for the final jump over the 
hedge. We soar through the air back 
into the field where I lay only one hour 
before. 

He slows down and eventually stops 
and I pat him on the neck before I 
dismount. I lower my body to the 
ground. My l e g s  are shaky and 
unsteady, but  I manage to stand with 
the support of my new friend. I pat him 
again and utter the only audible sound 
I have made all afternoon. We turn and 
walk away. I know that I will  see him 
again because he will  always know 
where I am and what I ' m doing, 
because he is part of me. 

Leo White Year 1 1  
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THE PERFECT PLACE 

Tall anned soldiers marching by, 
'To save our state' their blatant lie, 
The barking of machine-gun fire 
Seems to call out ' Liar, Liar,' 
A little child looks up with awe, 
He knows not about this war. 

Daydreams of a perfect place, 
A land where freedom rules with grace, 
Then, evil sounds destroy the light, 
The dreams become as dark as night, 
Creaking of an opened door, 
Horror, terror, dream no more. 

The youngsters' eyes look up with fear, 
Knowing death is very near. 
The body to the floor is hurled, 
A five-inch bullet destroyed a world. 

Stuart Mason Year 9 

EYEBRIGHT 

Eyebright, 
A sea of black 
Tenthousand treats, 
A hundred prickles, 
Sticking out to 
Puncture my precious skin .  

A bite, 
A chew, 
A g lorious fee l i ng,  
A taste of l ife. 

The sight, 
The burning temptation, 
I g rabbed, 
I ate, 
I adored, 
It was fin ished. 

Tamsin Young Year 6 

AUTUMN TIME 

The leaves have turned from green to red and gold, 
Year fol lows year, its mysteries to unfold. 
We look back to the old year, as it s l ips away 
Taking with it the days of work and play. 
Some see the fal ling leaves as throwing off the old, 

TO A FRIEND 

I sha l l  wa lk  i n  the sun alone, 
whose golden l ight you loved: 
I sha l l  sleep alone 
and sti rring, touch an empty place: 
I sha l l  write un interrupted; 
wou ld  that your gentle touch 
could stay my moving pen just once again.  

I shal l  see you r  true l ove, 
but none to match your l iving g race: 
I sha l l  hear music, 
but not so sweet as the whisper 
which told me you loved me.  

I sha l l  fi l l  my days, 
but I shal l  not, cannot forget: 
sleep gentle, dear friend, 
for whi le I l ive you sha l l  not die.  

Asha Buxton Year 12 

THE CHEAT 

An exam,  qu iet apart from 
The pens a long the paper 
And the buzz of m i nds 
Thinking i n  deep thoughts 
And strange thoughts. 

Adm i ring this picture of 
Hard work is a taste of 
Sour evi l - a person 
Looking, looking l i ke 
A hawk on its prey 
Some work to copy ! 

His eyes i n  his head 
Sh ift ing around the buzz 
Are strong as ever the 
Hand of his waiting claw. 
He reaches out and without 
A sound it becomes his. 

Others feel  sad to part with the trees clothed in the autumnal red and gold. 
We look back over the year which has flown 

He has a sm i le on his face, 
Like the Devi l 's i m p. 

So fast, with its joys and sorrows receding into the past. 

Asha Buxton Year 12 Michal Mintowt-Czyz Year 10 

36 



A GCSE ENTRY 

A video interpretation of Tennyson's poem 
"The Lady of Shalott" 

Characters 
Rose Morris -

Jason Pinkett -

Lloyd Horseman -

( Lady of Shalott) Is a young lady who 
has moved from her home i n  the 
country to a house in the city. She 
beg ins a new job working in  a large 
co m pa n y .  She i s  very l o n e l y i n  
Camelot and her fami ly  a re far away. 
She is  shy and finds it hard to make 
n ew a cq u a i ntances ,  so s h e  h a s  
iso lated herself from the rest of the 
city. 

(S ir  Lancelot) Is a man who has l ived 
in the city for most of h is l ife. He 
works in the same company as Rose, 
but is on the board of d i rectors. He is 
l i ke l y  to be p r o m oted to V i c e ­
Chairman soon,  very popu lar  with the 
ladies, clever and pushy. 

(King Arthur) Is a fam i ly man.  Like 
Jason he has spent most of h is  l ife i n  
the city o f  Camelot and is Chairman 
of the company. He is very lonely 
despite his posit ion.  

The Knights of the Round Table a re the rest of the 
Management Team to which Jason belongs. 

I nterpretation -

THE FILM 

using the video, I am going to explore 
the theme of isolation and the way i n  
which Rose holds herself prisoner i n  
h e r  private world .  I a m  going t o  use 
the magic m irror as the means by 
which Rose l ives her l ife outside home. 

SCENE 1. - Rose and her fami ly  together with her fiance in  
the countryside. It is  late sum mer and the f ie lds are fu l l  of 
crops. Everyone is happy. Just in view, on the horizon, is 
a smal l  town. Whi lst we a re looking, the sky darkens and 
the town seems to be bui ld ing itself. It i ncreases in  size, 
destroying the fields and homes in its path .  It is now a 
city, the city of Camelot. 

SCENE 2. - Winter i n  the city. Rose is alone i n  a ta l l  grey 
bui ld ing,  surrounded by more of the same. She is d ressed 
in deep red .  

The l i ne "overlooks a space of flowers" wi l l  be  interpreted 
through the mi rror. I n  the mi rror in her bedroom, Rose 
sees images of how her l ife used to be, before its tota l 
destruction.  I mages of her fami ly  and fiance appear and 
then are replaced by co ld  i mages of  a g rey bu i ld ing on an 
is land surrounded by a moat of b lood.  As she conti nues 
to l ive in a world of greyness, she is losing a l l  the l ife force 
from inside herself. Her appearance is g rey and her red 
dress has colour seeping from it. 

SCENE 3. - Rose at work, shunned by the other workers. 
They shun her because she is strange and d ifferent. She 
feels and acts l i ke an outsider. "But who hath seen her 
wave her hand?" This l ine expresses what her workmates 
feel about her. They have never seen her wave or be 
sociable. 

SCENE 4. - Lloyd Horseman sitting in  a large roo m .  It is 
white with a huge round black table i n  the m iddle .  He 
heads the table and there a re e ight chairs around it, 
occupied by the d i rectors. Jason sits to his rig ht. A l l  the 
others are in  d iscussion except for Lloyd, who gazes out 
of the window, focused on the bright red sun above the 

g rey bu i ld i ngs of Camelot. He wears a dark su it, for he is 
i n  mourn i ng,  havi ng lost his reason for l iving . .  He has 
made the money he wanted, built the company he dreamed 
of, raised his fa m i ly and  now he feels useless and  
redundant. "And by  the  moon the  reaper weary/P i l ing 
sheaves i n  up lands a i ry . . .  " These l ines wel l  describe the 
l ife of L loyd Horseman.  He is the reaper, pi l ing sheaves of 
money i n  an ever uph i l l  strugg le  to survive. He has a 
vision of Jason attempting to m u rder h im as he sits 
trapped at h is table, old and sen i le. Like Rose, he is afra id 
of change. 

THE CAMERA THEN TURNS TO JASON 
I n  contrast to Lloyd and Rose, Jason wears colourfu l 
clothes. "Al l  i n  the blue unclouded weather/Th ick jewel led 
shone the saddle leather" He speaks with his hands during 
the meeting, seeking attention and praise from Lloyd, 
emphasising his own i deas. 

The meeting ends and Jason returns to his office. H is  
secretary enters a nd he dictates a letter. He advances 
around the desk, and as he speaks he makes advances 
towards the gir l ,  who leaves the room.  "A red cross knight 
for ever kneeled to a lady i n  his shie ld" .  This l i ne reveals 
how Jason sees h i mself as a lady's man. Now that he has 
been rejected, he is angry. As if to complement his anger, 
a storm breaks outside. 

SCENE 5. - Rose is sitti ng at her window dressed i n  white. 
There are bars across the pane, created by Rose's 
obsession with self-i mprisonment. As she looks out, a 
group of nuns pass by. A look of jealousy crosses Rose's 
face as a young couple stand in the street below. She 
does not stay long, but returns to her m irror where she 
sees i mages of death. "A funeral with p lumes and l ights." 
The body being carried to the heart of the city is Rose's 
own. She turns away. She says in a soft pathetic voice, " I  
a m  half sick of shadows." 

SCENE 6. - Rose again at  work. Lloyd and the management 
team are touring the shop floor. Th is is when Jason and 
Rose meet. He is overpowered by her and is a lso looking 
for someone to nu rse his damaged pride. She fa l ls  for h im 
i mmediately since he is the on ly man she  has  met since 
she left home. It is desperation which brings Rose to 
Jason. She needs a means of escape from her prison ,  
even if it is self-made. Rose returns with Jason that n ight 
and they become lovers. I n  the morning he is gone. Afraid ,  
she returns home.  Looking i n  the m irror, cracks appear. 
She runs to the window, but cannot escape the hand 
reaching from the cracked m irror. "The curse is  come 
upon me" ,  cries Rose. 

SCENE 7 - It is  winter and the storms a re fierce. We move 
to the home of L loyd Horseman who is standing by the 
bank of the river which flows through the city. He wants to 
escape h is  l ife but cannot k i l l  h imse lf. As he turns to go, 
we see the shadow of a smal l  boat d rift ing a long the river. 
" Heard a carol, mournfu l ,  ho ly ."  Rose is in the boat sti l l  
wearing her white d ress a n d  s inging to herself, words 
which a re lost in  the wind.  

SCE NE 8 - The next morning, Rose's body is found i n  the 
boat at  the riverside entrance to the firm where she worked. 
Her peers, the g i rls with whom she worked, do not even 
notice her in death, but L loyd, Jason and a l l  the men see 
her, and cross themselves in fear. They see her because 
they a re more aware of what her death sign ifies. They fea r  
h e r  c o l d  dead body just as they fear anyth ing that can 
touch them. Lloyd looks down at Rose as though he 
wishes it  was he who was ly ing there. 

Jason feels no gu i lt that he may have caused her death.  
He on ly feels that it is a shame that such a beautifu l gir l  
has been lost. "She has a lovely face./God i n  h is  mercy 
lend her g race." 

Jessica Day Year 1 1  
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TTHE PSFA VEAR T 
This year has been the fi rst fu l l  year of the new Parents 
and Staff association and to some extent we have been 
fee l ing our  way, but we sincerely hope that the parents, 
staff and of cou rse the ch i ldren wi l l  see a tangib le benefit 
from the work that the PSFA put in over the years. 

Lynda Herbert was our  or iginal  Chairperson and I must 
thank her for the enthusiasm she showed i n  tryi ng to 
organise us i nto a cohesive comm ittee. U nfortunately due 
to personal  reasons she had to reti re; we a l l  wish her wel l .  

Each year t h e  comm ittee is elected a t  an Annual  General 
Meeting.  The AGM is the parents' opportun ity to review 
the work of the  PSFA i n  these ear ly  t imes of the  
organ isation, to  reflect on the  year's activities, and put 
forward your ideas. 

So now FOSS has ended and the new association is up 
and ru),n ing but without the FOSS work com m itment I 'm 
sure the school wou ld  not be where it  is today. 

The transfer from one organ isation to the other was fai rly 
s imple. There was a fee l ing of 'carrying on'  what many 
others had contributed. The change however was more 
appa rent on the finance side. When the decision was 
made to change the name and the emphasis of the 
organisation the financia l  aspects of the 'old'  and the 
'new' bod ies had to be addressed. The monies held with i n  
FOSS h a d  t o  b e  transferred and with Brian Morphy, the 
School's Bursar, our Treasurer, Eric Rix,  completed the 
formal ities. 

Eric Rix - Treasurer of PSFA 

When FOSS became the PSFA at the end of October 1993, 
it transferred its funds to its successor. 

The funds handed over were:-
a/ Bank current and Deposit account balances £6559.77 

Investment AlC ba lance 

Life Membership a/c balance 

b/ Loan to S ibford School - for Sport's Ha l l  

c/ Fund ing  Comm itments to  for 
Theatre Lighting  

Net funds handed over by FOSS to  PSFA 

£ 296.77 
£ 63.80 

£6920.34 

£1 000.00 

£ 1 873.43 

£6046.91 

FOSS had operated for seven months of its financia l  year, 
which started on 1 st Apri l ,  at the time it dissolved and had 
an excess of income over expenditure of £ 1 599.7 1 . ln  that 
time on the income side the main  contribution had been 
£ 1 583.01  net receipts from the Favours Auction. 
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I n  the five months since it began the PSFA has spent 
£ 1 1\45, £408.58 more than its i ncome. It is the committee's 
intention to make further g ra nts to the School out of its 
in herited funds. 

So with the offic ia l  plans put into operation it is now 
perhaps opportune to record how the year panned out. 

THE YEAR'S EVENTS 

The th ings we organ ised this year have been varied and 
the outcome ofthese endeavours has shown an increased 
provision to the school in  practical ways such as a set of 
B l i nds for the LT. room,  a Weather Reporter for the 
Geography Department, ten d i rectional Compasses for 
the Duke of E d i n b u rg h  Awa rd Scheme, ten sets of 
head phones for the Modern Languages Department and 
a co l l ect ion of A rt H i story M a g a z i n e s  for the  Art 
Department. 

N 

None of the activities which produce funds wou ld ever be 
as successful as they are without the su perb efforts of a 
very hardworking Comm ittee who a re a lways ready to 
undertake anyth ing necessary to make the very best of 
any project, even though they may wel l  have many other 
persona l  com m itments. So to parents; Les Bel l ,  Chris 
C larke, Jane Cleland, Sheila Duncan, N igel Fairweather, 
Kath Morris, Eric Rix (Treasurer), Richard Tustian,  Angela 
Walsham (Secretary) and our Cl:lair u nti l  June 1 994 Lynda 
Herbert, as wel l  as the staff; the Headmaster, John 
Du nston, the then Deputy head, Stephen Bunney, the 
Bursar, Brian Morphy, Sarah Spittle and Liz Young - Thank 
you al l  for your hard work duri ng the fi rst fu l l  year of the 
organ isation. 

So the future at Sibford now includes the PSFA; it is up to 
parents, as an i nherent part of the School, to show what 
can be done, either by committee work or just 'being 
there'.  E ither way, just as for the pupi ls, a commitment is 
requ i red - we therefore look forward to a fu l l  b looded 
PSFA serving the needs of the parents, the school and the 
ch i ldren.  

The events that were organised d u ring the yea r were 
fa ir ly varied and encom passed both i nformation evenings 
as wel l  as those of a socia l  nature. Various sub-groups 
were set up where appropriate, not least the Catering G roup. 

Jane Cleland - PSFA Catering Group 

The Christmas Fayre 

With very l ittle past i nformation  to go on it was a lot of 
guessing and estimating. Kath Morris fou nd t ime from 
organising the sta l l  holders to head me in the right d i rection 
- 200 ro l ls, a l ist for the Cash & Carry, Cake & Drink  for 
300 and so it went on. On the day I found myself a lone in  
the little kitchen - where were a l l  the people I was assured 
wou ld  turn up on the day to help? 

� e::: 
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A very helpfu l l ittle band of pupi ls from Orchard Close 
gave their t ime. 300 teas were served - home-made 
cakes d id  arrive and washers-up stalwartly stood at the 
s ink. Thank  you to all those who helped. 

The Charity Walk 

Parents organ ised refreshments after the Cha rity Wal k  in 
May which were very wel l  received. A few parents who 
had partici pated in  the wa lk  appreciated the hot tea at the 
end of their efforts. 

Sports Day 

Sports day was clear and rai n-free if somewhat windy. 
The cans of drink disappeared l i ke l ightn ing.  Plough man's 
lu nches were on sale for parents but eventua l ly  eaten by 
the chi ldren.  It wou ld  be n ice to see a few more parents at 
these functions and we hope to have refreshments a lways 
ava i lable.  Our  g ratitude to Kath Morris, Stephen Bunney, 
Sarah Spittle and Gwyn Mather for a l l  their help.  

Exeat Teas 

Exeat teas have been avai lable on Su nday evenings i n  
Orchard Close between 7 :00 a n d  8:00pm for boarders' 
parents. A smal l  but regu lar  group of parents attend this 
and I'm sure it is appreciated 

The other events were wel l  received a lthough I do feel a 
much greater i nterest from parents would have made 
them just a l ittle more worthwhi le. 

Dr Nigel Fairweather - Parent and General Practitioner 

On February 3 rd the PSFA a rra nged a ta l k  on the 
" Contempora ry Drug Scene" i n  the Ol iver Studio for 
parents and staff. The speakers were Pau l  Khyberd of the 
Thames Va l ley Pol ice and lan Morrison of the Chi ltern 
C l inic, Oxford, who k ind ly deputised for a col league at 
short notice. 

Mr Morrison told us about his work with young addicts, 
who are trying drugs ranging from cannabis to coca ine.  
He described how it is necessary to be tolerant and flexib le 
to gain their confidence and mentioned the " methodone 
bus" which visits parts of Oxford, d ispensing th is substitute 
for "ha rd "  drugs. 

Mr Khyberd handed around a sample of can nabis, after 
putting l ight to it, so that we could recognise the smel l ;  
persona l ly, I d id  not f ind the smel l  very d istinctive ! 
Samples, or photographs, of other drugs were a lso passed 
around. LSD was on l ittle paper c i rcles with motifs l i ke 
" M r  S m i ley".  "Crack" was i rregu lar  wh itish crysta ls, 
looking l i ke shed m i l k-teeth. We were told that drug 
pushers were the main  target of pol ice attention.  

There was a l ively question-and-answer session,  and the 
Headmaster, M r  John Dunston, explained the school's 

attitude, incl ud ing its responsib i l ity to the pupi ls as a 
com mun ity. 

Parents were interested to know what warning signs to 
look for; this cou ld be anyth ing from cigarette papers for 
rol l ing " reefers" to foi l  on which cocaine is heated. Solvent 
m isuse could prove fatal when tried for the very fi rst t ime, 
whi lst another "sniffer" apparently managed to buy sprays 
" by the dozen" and get a discou nt. 

Although cannabis is often thought to be i nnocuous, M r  
Khyberd said i t  cou ld  have a harmfu l effect on various 
bod i ly organs. However, the main objection to cannabis is 
that it tends to lead on to " hard "  drugs. 

Two useful " Parents' G u ides" were handed out: These 
can be obta ined free from:  Health Publ ications U n it, 
Heywood Stores, No 2 Site, Manchester Road, Heywood, 
Lancashire OL 1 0  2PZ, quoting ref: DAPG ( Drugs) or SA PG 
(So lvents) .  

The subject ofthe National Curricu lum is always something 
of a 'grey' area for most parents, so the Committee felt 
that a school explanation for the parents giving the up-to­
date situation  wou ld  be much appreciated if hand led in a 
friendly atmosphere, so an event organ ised i n  the new 
Business Stud ies area. 

Simon Horsley, the Director of Studies 

On Friday the 1 0th J une, S imon Horsley, the Director of 
Studies, presented a short ta lk  to interested parents on 
the National  Curricu lum.  This exa mined its history, the 
i nterpretation which Sibford School has made of it and 
the future of the National  Curricu lum i n  the l ight of the 
Dearing Review. 

The history of the National Curricu lum starts in the late 
1 980's with the 1 988 Education Reform Act. A " National  
Curricu lum"  was proposed which wou ld  ensure common 
school ing for a l l  pupi ls  attending state-maintained schools. 
It wou ld  cover four  " Key Stages" and would define the 
content of a l l  subject areas. Each subject a rea was d ivided 
into fou r  or five atta i nment targets and each atta i nment 
target was defined at ten criteria-referenced levels. The 
aim was to produce a defined and coherent body of work 
wh ich  a l l  E ng l i sh a n d  Welsh c h i l d re n  wou l d  have 
exper ie nce of d u r i ng t h e i r  pri m a ry and secon d a ry 
education.  A un ified system of criteria-referenced testing 
would give accu rate i nformation about pupi l  performance. 

That this system would  prove very cum bersome soon 
became obvious. S ibford School took a very pragmatic 
approach to the new cu rricu lum.  As an Independent School 
we were not requ i red by law to fol low it; equa l ly it wou l d  
have been fool ish t o  ignore the wealth o f  good advice and 
practice conta ined with i n  it .  The school adopted large 
pa rts of it, but was wary of applying orders in Modern 
Languages and Technology where it seemed they wou ld  
not enhance the  education of  pupi ls. 

The Dea r i n g  Rev iew has v i n d icated m a n y  of o u r  
reservations about the more bureaucratic elements of the 
or iginal  National  Curricu lum.  The school has joined i n  the 
national  consu ltation about the recommendations of the 
Dea r ing Review and we a re now await ing the fi na l  
publ ication of  the new National  Curricu lum i n  January 
1 995. 

We look  fo rwa rd to prese nti n g  further  i nfo rmatio n  
eveni ngs i n  the future. 

39 



D u r i n g  t h a t  term t h e  m o re s e r i o u s  t o p i c s  were 
counterba lanced by a more socia l  event. 

lynda Herbert 

The Socia l  evening at the Oxford House in Chipping Norton 
playing N i ne-pin bowl i ng on their superb skittle a l ley is 
becoming an annua l  event. On March 1 9th members of 
staff and parents joined together for a very convivia l  
evening demonstrating their  ski l l s  (or otherwise). The 
evening inc luded a del icious finger buffet. After a tense 
team effort, a knock-out com petition was won by Brian 
Ho l l iday. The evening ra ised a creditable £1 35 and our  
t h a n ks a s  u s u a l went  to Ste p h e n  B u n n ey for the  
organ isation.  

One major item that the PSFA has been instrumental in 
he lp ing  with is  the proposed a dventure p layground  
adjacent to  Orchard Close. 

The PSFA Adventure Playground 

The playground has been in the m inds of the staff of 
O rchard Close for many years but the expense of the 
equ ipment has a lways been a major hurd le  to overcome. 
When the subject was ra ised again last year it did seem to 
the PFSA com mittee to be something the new organisation 
could get to g ri ps with .  The PSFA kicked off the fund­
raising with a donation of £3,000 and over the year were 
very much i nvolved with the work in bring ing the idea to 
fru it ion. Other events were held throughout the year and 
the proceeds of them a l l  went toward the overa l l  costs of 
the fi rst phase. The skittles even ing mentioned earl ier 
was one, together with donations from Mr & M rs Davey 
(£1 00), P H Goodman & Sons(£20) Sainsburys(£50)

' 
BBB 

Arch itects(£1 0),  Prosperi(£20)
' 

Karcher UK(£50), Combined 
Precision(£1 00) and the Bunney Reckitt Trust(£200). M rs 
Da le-G reen organised a sponsored Dinner and the Funds 
col lected by Mary Bennett were a l l  made ava i lable. 

The fi rst phase of the Playground is ordered and due to be 
completed in October. Th is phase wi l l  inc lude a round­
about for the younger ch i ldren and a group swing.  The 
whole project is l i kely to cost between £1 0,000 and £1 5,000. 

One item lynda Herbert was very i nterested in was being 
able to give awards to pupi ls who had made great personal  
efforts throughout the year and so this year the committee 
instigated a Book Award to various pupi ls throughout the 
school. 

'" 

The Annual PSFA Book Awards 

The PSFA decided d u ring last year to instigate an annua l  
award to  those pup i ls  i n  each year who had made a very 
substantial  effort in academic achievement throughout 
the previous three terms. The awards were presented by 
Angela Walsham the Secretary of the PSFA at the Schools 
Final Assembly i n  July 1 994. 
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The awards were presented to:-

Year 3 
Year 4 
Year 5 
Year 6 
Year 7 
Year 8 
Year 9 
Year 1 0  
Year 1 1  
Year 1 2  
Year 1 3  

Scott Pannel l  
Emma Cobb 
Zoe Langford 
Sarah Cruikshank 
George Byrne 
Deborah Peers 
Fel icity Day 
Lynne Mather 
Jessica Day 
Tom Sutcl iffe 
Lionel Morrison 

We wish them all the very best for their future especia l ly 
those who leave the school and further their Life education. 

One further area which the Comm ittee had been working 
on was the comm u nication between parents and Sibford 
Genera l  Meeting which represents the Owning Friends 
Meeti ngs of the schoo l .  

S ibford School is owned by th ree general meetings: 
Berksh i re & Oxfordsh i re, Bedfordsh i re & Warwickshire 
and Staffordsh i re .  Representatives of those meetings, 
together with representatives of 7 other General Meetings 
who su pport the school make up the Sibford General 
Meeting which meets once a year, usua l ly i n  November, 
to discuss the stewa rdsh ip  of the school and the work of 
its govern ing committee. 

M ichael Hutchinson former Clerk of Sibford General 
Meeting 

The Sibford General Meeting Comm u nication G roup was 
an ad hoc g roup set up fol lowi ng Sibford Genera l  Meeting 
i n  November 1 992. Its membership was made up of 
mem bers of SOSA, the School Comm ittee, the school and 
P S FA fo r m a l l y  FOSS.  I t  was set up to c o n s i d e r  
communications with parents, their part ic ipation i n  the 
l ife of the school,  and the options for representation of 
pa rents on the School Committee. 

. 

The G roup, convened by the then Clerk of Sibford General 
Meeting, Michael Hutchinson, found that there was a l ready 
m uch effort in  com munication with parents and that the 
school was well aware of the need to continue to deve lop 
and mainta in such comm u nication. However there was 
some evidence of feel ings of isolation, a lthough significant 
im provements had been noted since 1 992. 
The G roup exa m i ned ways of i m proving the present 
situation and made recommendations. 



1 .  The group felt that it is i m portant for the School 
Committee to be seen to gather views adequately. It 
has suggested a n  ad hoc forum of members of the 
School Com mittee, meeti ng i nformal ly with members 
of the PSFA from t ime to t ime.  It feels that the 
development of i nformal opportu nities for School 
Committee members, staff and parents to meet and 
ta lk  must be centra l to informing communication and 
t a k i n g  up i d e a s  a n d  s u g gesti o n s .  The S c h o o l  
Committee should review this process regu larly. 

2 .  On an operational  level ,  t h e  School Committee can 
review day-to-day organ isation  and response to 
pa rents, and identify issues in  common. Out of this a 
pol icy should arise which the School Comm ittee could 
com m u n icate to S i bford General Meeti ng .  Such 
business could appear on the Sibford General Meeting 
agenda regu larly. The Headmaster wil l a lso pick up 
other issues relating to com munication with parents, 
and refer to them in the regular  presentations to 
Sibford General Meeti ng. 

3.  With reference to increased parental representation, 
the g roup felt a need to be aware of what the law says 
about the role of parents on a govern ing body. Any 
parent serving on the School Comm ittee could not be 
a representative of any other body, but wou ld  have to 
serve as a n  i n dependent member of the School 
Comm ittee i n  the same manner  as others, from 
whatever source the nomination came. 

The g roup  exa m i ned options for partic ipation  of 
pa rents with i n  the Schoo l  C o m m ittee a n d  has  
recommended that a parent should be nominated to 
the Schoo l  C o m m ittee through  a j o i nt S pec i a l  
Nominations Comm ittee, consisting of mem bers of 
Sibford Genera l  Meeting Nominations Committee and 
representatives of parents. This process could begi n  
a t  once through co-option b y  t h e  School Committee, 
and at the same t ime the process of extending the 
practice to become part of the ru les of government 
could beg in  through a m i nute of the Sibford Genera l  
Meeting and its owning Monthly Meetings. 

4. The group a lso recom mends that an i nvitation be 
made for representatives of the PSFA to attend Sibford 
General Meeti ng.  

-� 

So what for the next year? 

First and foremost the decisions from General Meeting 
wil l  show us one d i rection.  But, of course, plans are 
a l ready afoot to put together an informative and enjoyable 
programme throughout the year, whether it be assisting 
at school events or organising specific parent-orientated 
information or socia l  occasions. But what we rea l ly need 
next year is  you - a l l  parents, to show some enthusiasm 
for the new organ isation.  

Events are organ ised for the u lti mate benefit of al l  the 
ch i ldren that attend the school and for that reason your 
part ic i pation is  a n  i ntegra l part of the fabric of the 
organ isation. 

To conclude I come fu l l  c irc le and reiterate the message 
that I fi rst read some time ago from a past chair of FOSS i n  
t h e  year when my then 'l ittle' son Francis fi rst joi ned 
O rchard C lose: Anyone interested in Sibford and its 
activities is welcome at any or all of our events. Parents 
are automatically updated through termly newsletters; 
but anyone can obtain information on our events by 
contacting any of our committee - whose addresses and 
telephone numbers are always available. 

---_ . . ........... --. . . .  ...., . .. --. . .  ...., . . .  ;;;,,;; . . ....., . . •. 

We look forward to: 
meeting 
seeing 
hearing from 
l istening to 

please tick the appropriate 
boxes and diarise 

Frank H Surry 

o f-
o f-
o f-
o f­

you. 

Parent and Acting Chair of PSFA 
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OLD SCHOLARS' NEWS 
"Ye Menne of Sheep-ford wendath withersoever they wi len" 

PRESIDENTIAL PROFILES 

We a re both old scholars of S ibford, having been born 
i nto Quaker fami l ies with long connections with the school.  
Pat's mother became a scholar  i n  1 9 1 9, fol lowing a cousin 
who had started i n  1 899. Ch ris' mother was born i nto the 
school in 1 908 to the then Headmaster and Headmistress, 
J ames & Mabel Harrod. These connections have been 
cont inued at least unti l recently and include Chris' sister, 
Diana,  and our  son, Michael .  

We fi rst met at the August 1 970 reu n ion, and d iscovered 
that both our mothers, and Li ly Ratheram, had been good 
friends while at the schoo l .  We thought, therefore, that we 
ought to get married, which we did the fol lowi ng year, so 
that our mums could re-un ite after a 50-yea r gap. 

At the time of our marriage, Chris had spent all h is working 
l ife as an engineering draug htsman.  Pat, however, had 
trained fi rst as a teacher, teaching for a n u m ber of years in 
Leicester and for a couple of years i n  Lebanon, but changed 
course for a while and worked as a shorthand typist. She 
spent a short t ime i n  a sol icitor's office and 4 years in a 
farm office on the Sandringham estate, before return i ng 
to teach ing,  which was again i nterrupted when we got 
married. 

In 1 972 Michael was born, to be joi ned by N icola 1 9  
months later, and we continued comi ng t o  the August 
reu nions as a fam i ly. Although N icola never went to school 
at Sibford, she often visited Michael with us and sti l l  
enjoys coming to O l d  Scholars, having become a Member. 

As the ch i ldren g rew up, Chris was able to develop h is  
i nterest i n  Folk Dancing, inc lud ing Barn Dance ca l l i ng,  
and Pat was able to start teach i ng again.  She fi rst jo ined a 
volunteer Home Tutor scheme help ing m i nority ethn ic  
women learn Eng l ish, which led i n  due course to accepting 
a post as a part-t ime Section 1 1  teacher i n  a smal l  m u lti­
ethn ic  J .M. 1 .  school ,  where for 70% of the chi ldren Engl ish 
is their  second language. 

When Chris lost his l ifet ime job he decided to become a 
student again,  spending 2 terms at Woodbrooke, the 
Quaker study centre i n  B irmingham. Difficult at t imes, but 
worthwhile, and it led to his jo in ing our local Oxfam shop 
as a v o l u ntee r .  St i l l  
i nvolved with Oxfam,  he 
n o w  a l so  w o r ks fo r 
TALC,  a c h a r i ty  t h a t  
s e n d s  l ow-cost hea lth 
e d u cati o n  m ater ia l  to 
developing countries. 

S ibford, though, is  sti l l  a 
focal point i n  our  l ives, 
and  we l i ke to th ink  that 
it may cont inue to be 
i m p o rt a n t  t o  futu re 
g e n e ra t i o n s  of o u r  
fam i ly. 

Pat & Chris Grimes, 
Joint Presidents 1994-95 
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SOSA REUNION REPORT 1994 

The weather was perfect as we d rove to Sibford through 
lovely countryside; a good start for what was to be a good 
weekend.  We arrived in time for l u nch, a lthough the 
helpers, inc luding a group of recent leavers, had obviously 
been busy much earl ier, gett ing rooms organ ised and 
provid ing coffee in  Fie lding.  

Pre-Iunch beverages 

Our fi rst shock was the sight of a n  unexpected ly bearded 
and extremely suntanned Guy Kingham checking us in to 
the mea l .  On reflection, I th ink the beard su ited h i m .  Guy 
seemed to be everywhere d u ring  the weekend,  ably 
assisted by Mike Herm, James Thom pson and David 
Watl ing .  Our President, lan Weatherhead, welcomed us 
and i ntroduced our  Committee guest for the weekend,  
Christopher Coffin, who was accompan ied by his fami ly. 
We were told that this was the 90th Old Scholars gathering. 

Looking around the d in ing-room, it appeared that there 
were more Old Scholars resident for the weekend than 
usual .  J u l ie Greenh i l l ,  our  indefatigable and efficient 
Reunion Secretary, confi rmed later that she had found it 
d ifficult to fit everyone i nto the ava i lable accommodation  
as there were so many of us .  There seemed to  be more 
fami l ies with ch i ldren, and more young people, which 
was good. I have a lways thought that it is a n  ideal venue 
for a fami ly weekend. Lots of space and lots of active 
things to do. Anyway, a l l  the ch i ldren,  from toddlers to 
teenagers, seemed to be enjoying themselves and those 
who had been before were renewing friendsh i ps forged 
at previous reun ions. 

Some of us spent the afternoon at the Annual  General 
Meet ing .  W h i le we were wrest l i n g  with matters of 
i m portance to the Associat ion,  I u nderstand that the 
ch i ldren had a great t ime i n  the swim m i ng poo l,  which 
was reported as being unusual ly and most comfortably 
w a r m  t h i s  y e a r .  O u r  Pres i d e nt 's  wi fe, C h r i st i n e  
Weatherhead, took o n  the task o f  su pervising the chi ldren 
in  the pool during the weekend.  Parents must have been 
especia l ly gratefu l to her. 

The programme said that at 6.30 we were to have an 
' Ind ian Supper'. This proved to be a most imaginative and 
enjoyable meaL I kept hearing complementary things being 



John Watson and Chris Grimes Ruth Gardner Preparing breakfast 

Philip Brown President's Choice Jeanne Southam 

!'::ii�i!!!! 

Carol Davis and Janet Williams The 1994 SOSA Tennis Champions The President serves the drinks 
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said about this and other meals provided for us, and at the 
end of the weekend we rightly congratu lated the catering 
Manager and his staff for the efforts they had made. 
School food was never l i ke this. 

The Presidentia l Choice, held i n  the O l iver Studio, was a 
memorable occasion. Our  President had i nvited a choir  of 
six assorted men from St John's Church, Ham pstead, to 
s ing for us. They cal led themselves "The Harmoneers" ,  
and  sang a wide range of  popular  m usic i n  harmony and 
unaccompanied. The group included two counter-tenors, 
who took a bit of getting used to at fi rst. The g roup were 
g reat fun as wel l  as being excel lent musicians, and had us 
a l l  enthral led. They started with songs such as 'Raindrops 
Keep Fal l ing on  My Head' and 'Ai nt We Got Fun', and went 
on later to some famil iar Glen M i l ler, Beatles and Elvis 
pieces. We were g iven snatches of opera, but only in  fu n. 

'Happy Hour' fol lowed and was ai med specifica l ly at the 
ch i ldren .  My i nformants to ld me that there were grown­
ups there as wel l ,  but that they d idn 't always do as wel l  as 
the ch i ldren i n  the games. There seemed to be plenty of 
h i l a rity a n d  bal l oo n  popp ing  g o i ng on at C h rist ine  
Weatherhead's i nstigation.  

Happy Hour 

Some of the adu lts and  older young people seemed 
i nexpl icably to have disappeared at �is point. I can't tell 
you exactly where they all went to as after 'Happy Hour' 
fin ished I was keeping a n  eye on some of the younger 
ch i ldren who wanted to have a midn ight feast (actua l ly  a 
ten o'clock feast, but who's counting?)  and whose parents 
had gone for a wa lk  up Mannings H i l l .  I d id  hear rumours 
the next day that there had been some late n ight goi ngs­
on at Traitors Ford and that some people d idn 't get to bed 
u nti l  3.30. Remi nds me of when I was a young Old Scholar. 

Sunday was sunny again.  After breakfast there was a 
good turn-out for Chora l ,  with John Dunston at the piano. 
Everyone was i n  good voice most of the t ime - u nt i l  
someone (we'd l i ke to know who it was) suggested a 
hymn that no-one knew and we a l l  went emba rrassingly 
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Wendy Finch and Christine Weatherhead 

si lent. However we recovered enough to finish with a 
resounding 'Jerusa lem'.  

Meeting at the Gower was a time for recol lection and 
thankfu lness for what Sibford has meant to us.  There 
were more ch i ldren in Meeting than I have seen in  recent 
years. After fifteen minutes with us they went out for thei r 
own program me, rejo in ing us for the usua l coffee and 
chat outside the Meeting House. 

After Meeting there was a new item on the programme -
'Pre-I unch beverages at the Bishop Bla ize'. I had forgotten 
what a magn ificent view there is from the garden of this 
particu lar  hostel ry so, together with the sight of the 
President going round with jugs fu l l  of Hook Norton a le 
and soft dr inks, this made a pleasant i nterlude before 
return ing for a nother good mea l .  

Sunday afternoon was a time for everyone to  do their 
own thing. Lots of activities were organised, or one cou ld  
just do nothing in  the  sunshine. Some of  us even managed 
a brief nap!  M ichael van B lankenstein took the most 
i ntrepid among us for a ram ble. This year he kept it s imple 
and the seventeen people and two dogs who went d id  
manage to get back before we began to get  anxious about 
their fate. Others played footba l l  or basketba l l  in  the new 
Sports Ha l l ,  went swim m i ng or rode bicycles. The table 
tenn is  tables were well used. 

At fo u r-t h i rty we ass­
em bled for tea on Hol ly 
House lawn. There were 
t h e  u s u a l  m o ut h ­
watering cakes, made by 
J e a n n e  S o u t h a m  a n d  
I re n e  Coxo n - S m i t h ,  
which w e  a l l  appreciate 
so much.  The two smal l  
c h i l d re n  of the h e a d ­
master shared their toys 
with us, and their s l ide 
was a g reat attraction for 
t h e  yo u n gsters .  T h e  
croquet set was a lso out 
so that those who were 
knowledgeab le  i n  t h i s  
sport could instruct the 
rest of us w h o  were 
u n u se d  to the f i n e r  
p o i nts .  W i t h  s o m e Nick Bennett 



d ifficu lty we got ourselves organ ised for the photograph.  

After an 'Ita l ia n  Buffet' su pper we l istened to the Lesl ie 
Bai ly add ress, g iven this year by Ann Wi lson who works 
for Barnados as the Mid lands Area Fund-raising Manager. 
I th ink it l i kely that Russe l l  Steed was working beh ind the 
scenes, as he does throughout the weekend when his 
electronic wizardry with microphones, videos or tape­
recorders a re requ i red.  Then up to the E lm for Rockets, 
i nc lud ing rea l  rockets, one of which made just the right 
sort of noise. Afterwards some took the by now well­
trodden path to the Bishop Bla ize to partake of a n  optional 
n ight-cap with the President. I d id  my chi ld-m inding duty 
again,  so I can't report on any further happenings that 
n ight, on ly guess that for some the n ight was sti l l  young.  

James Thompson and Pat Grimes 

Monday was sunny again - we couldn't bel ieve our luck 
that the weather was so k ind.  Breakfast was bi l led as a 
'Texas Ba rbecue'. It certa in ly  i nvolved lots of smoke rising 
from just outside the d in ing-room .  

C l  e m  a n d  Margaret Cox presided over the now very 
tradit ional  Motor Treasure H u nt. A most enjoyable drive 
took us as far north as Edgeh i l l ,  and i ntroduced us to 
vi l lages and vistas wh ich we had not seen before. When 
we pa rked at a particu larly beautifu l panoramic viewpoint 
we were asked to complete a four- l ined rhym ing verse 
starting with "The h i l l s  a re a l ive with . . . . . . . .  " We were 
rather pleased with our effort 
"The hills are alive with gasps of pleasure 
As motorists stop and take their leisure. 
The view is great; the weather's fine 
And our maniac driver is Blankenstein. " 
Modesty a lmost prevents me from tel l i ng you that our car 
actual ly won the treasure hunt. 

The Birthday Girl 
(Ma vis Stiles's grandchild) 

The afternoon was a g a i n  
spent i n  a variety of ways. 
The ten nis tou rna ment was 
played, and for the second 
year was won by the deadly 
c o m b i n a t i o n  of l a n  
Weatherhead a n d  R o l a n d  
Bohm.  They' l l  have to be split 
up next year. The table tennis 
conti nued to the inevitable 
e n d  ( i . e .  a w i n  by G u y  
Kingham) and there was yet 
m o re swi m m i n g ,  c u l m i n­
ating i n  a water-polo match 
later in the afternoon, won 
by Wat l i n g  W a n d e rers .  I 
looked in to the Sports Centre 
where an eccentric game of 
hockey was bei ng p layed, 
using plastic sticks and a soft 
bal l  so that anyone could take 

part. Cherry Taylor  (a Pugmire g randchi ld) ,  aged 3'/2, was 
playing (or at least standing there with a hockey stick in  
her hand)  together with Old Scholars of  various ages, 
inc luding some who must have been at least half a century 
o lder. There was some fierce refereeing by Guy Kingham, 
who made much use of the sin b in for those who were 
taking their hockey too seriously. This way there was no 
specific winner  of the Go lden Do l l  trophy, because 
everybody won. 

I went i nto the l ibra ry, where Mike Finch had set out an 
a rchive d isplay, intending to have a good read .  However, 
I got distracted by a g roup of my contem poraries having a 
nosta lgia session on what it was l i ke to be at school u nder 
the headsh i p  of Arthur Johnstone. The stories got wilder 
and wi lder, and the revelations more and more revea l ing .  
(Had y o u  ever heard o f  ' b l u b  Sunday', for example?) We 
fi n ished up belting out "Wi l low the King" which as pupi ls 
we had been a l lowed to sing as a g reat treat at the end of 
the sum mer terms. Mike Finch had to turn us out at tea 
time, or we might be there sti l l .  I suppose this is what our 
reu nions a re a l l  about. 

The Presidentia l Reception in  the Ol iver Studio got off to a 
slow start because the bowls of punch were late a rriving,  
but a l l  was wel l  in  the end.  The Dinner introduced yet 
a nother innovation  for the better. This year we sat at 
tables for eight instead of being in serried ranks. This 
made for much easier conversation and our table at least 
thought it a d istinct i m provement. The room looked good, 
with flora l  decorations done (as throughout the weekend)  
by Wendy Finch.  For the fi rst t ime,  we were able to bring 
bottles of wine to the tables. This had clearly been a 
controversia l  decision, a lthough for many it seemed to be 
a logical step to take and enhanced their enjoyment of a 
very good meal .  

Our  President gave us an add ress which concentrated on 
the L ivery C o m p a n i es of  the  C i ty  of Lon d o n ,  a n d  
Christopher Coffi n, o u r  School Committee guest, made 
a n  appropriate contribution. Than ks were expressed to a l l  
those who had  helped to  make the weekend such a success. 
Al l  that was left to do was to have a fina l  'Rockets' session 
and sing ' Auld Lang Syne' . (Wel l ,  al l  that was left for those 
of us of more mature years who went off to bed at this 
point - I can 't speak for the younger generations).  

... -
The President and Membership Secretary demonstrate 
"Rockets" 

Fina l  goodbyes were made at breakfast, together with 
many prom ises to meet again next year. Chris G rimes, 
who had been fee l ing d istinctly wobbly after havi ng 
susta ined a head i njury the week before, promised us that 
he wil l be fit and healthy for next year when he and Pat 
wi l l  be our  joint Presidents. We shal l  look forward to 
having them welcome us back. 

Loraine Brown (nee Quinton) 
at Sibford 1 939-44 
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90 YEARS OF SOSA REUNIONS 

90 years have gone by s ince the fi rst SOSA reunion in 
1 904, which took p lace at Whitsu ntide. Approxi mately 
seventy members attended, and on Whit-Monday there 
were many additional hol iday-making visitors. Songs were 
sung by present pupi ls  as enterta inment for the Old 
Scholars and a n  impromptu s ing ing contest between Old 
and Present Scholars fol lowed. 

The first Gathering, 1904. Joseph Spence Hodgson, our 
first President, is on the driver's right. 

Meeting at the Gower was fol lowed by wa l ks to Swalcliffe 
Common, Temple M i l l  and Compton Wynyates. On the 
Sunday evening a special  address was g iven plus an 
hour's hymn singing.  

Monday saw the Old Scholars v School cricket match, the 
AGM, a series of sports (comprising running,  jumping,  
throwing the cricket bal l  etc.) ,  and the President's address. 
In the evening it was the turn of the Old Scholars to 
e ntertain  the school and school neighbours, presenting 
an entertai nment of songs and recitations, and from 1 0.30 
u nti l  m idnight Old Scholars p layed d u m b-charades and 
m usica l chairs!  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

SATURDAY 27TH AUGUST 1 994 

H ELD I N  THE OLlVER STUDIO 

President: T. lan  Weatherhead 
74 were in  attendance 

In  our si lence we remembered the l ives of: 
Josie Canning 
Shei la Chuter ( nee Tinsey) 
Constance Cottre l l  ( nee Mold) 
Harold Cun l iffe 
E lsie G reen ( nee Banford) 
Ch ristopher Little 01' 
Frank Rol lett 

N B. Detai ls of the above obituaries appear elsewhere 
except those for Christopher Little which appeared i n  the 
last Magazine. 

G reetings were received from:  G race Al ien, Stephen and 
Liz Bunney, Arthur and Margaret Dring,  Marjorie Edwards, 
J u ne E l l is, Ken and E l izabeth Francis, Hugh  G i bson, 
Kenneth and Robin G reaves, Harriet Jones, Phi l ip and 
Janet Manasseh,  Jean Morley, Brian Morphy, Jean and  
John Osborne, Norman Smith and Otto Wolf. 

1 .  M I N UTES of the last AGM held o n  28th August 1 993 
were printed in  the 1 993 Magazine sent to al l  Members. 
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These were approved as a true record and d u ly signed 
by the President. 

2 .  GENERAL SECRETARY'S REPORT 

The General Secretary extended a cord ia l  greeting to 
a l l  Present and in particu lar  those jo in ing an AG M for 
the fi rst t ime. 

There had been a n u m ber of s ign ificant matters 
i nvolving your Comm ittee over the past 1 2  months 
and these were h igh l ighted by the Genera l  Secretary 
below: 

(a) Committee 

Personnel  changes had taken place s ince the l ist 
publ ished i n  the 1 993 Magazine. Mel issa Sturgeon 
had reti red owi ng to pressures e lsewhere. The long 
serving and hard working duo of Margaret Fairnington 
and Al lan Kidney had fina l ly rel inquished their London 
Branch d uties. Fortunate ly Ashley Sh i r l i n  ( newly 
elected as a Com mittee Member) had stepped i nto 
the breach to replace them.  We had a lso lost two 
h igh ly valued ex officio members - Stephen Bunney, 
D e p uty H e a d ,  a n d  G i l l  M a nt h o r pe ,  a Staff 
Representative. They left at the end of the Summer 
Term and they now have our  best wishes i n  their 
future careers. We hope that they wi l l  both keep in 
touch with Sibford and of course with Old Scholars. 
We a re now losing the services of: Pau l  Fram pton 
(Trea s u re r )  a n d  H a r r iet J o n e s  (Asst.  R e u n i o n  
Secretary).  Both have rendered services above and 
beyond the ca l l  of d uty and it  is  to be regretted that 
neither is ava i lab le for i mmediate re-election. 

(b) Constitution and Rules 

Two further items have come to l ight, fol lowing the 
1 993 revisions, and these wi l l  be dea lt with later in  the 
AG M.  

( c )  Membership 

340 UK Ord inary Members 
2 1 7  U K  Life Members 

18 Honora ry Life Members 
44 Ord inary Members l iving abroad 
33 Life Members living abroad 

652 As at 3 1 .08.94 
10 Antici pated no. of members to be written off 

in  1 994 
46 Antici pated recent Leavers joining i n  1 994 

688 Antici pated membership at 3 1 . 1 2.94 

The recent leavers scheme was very encou rag ing 
with a 62% positive response from parents. 

(d) Magazine 

The 1 993 edition has been widely praised, not least 
for its attractive cover provided by the �a lented Mel issa 
Sturgeon. Our specia l  thanks are due to the Ed itor, 
Caro l ine Bond, and to the Magazine Co-ordinator, 
M i ke Finch. As ever, space l im itations had obl iged 
Caro l ine to exclude a number of photographs and 
i nteresting contributions. However in  th is  connection 
the Comm ittee had some good news at l ast. A 
suggestion from John Dunston led to a decision being 
taken that henceforth the longer items, i ncluding the 
H e a d m a ster 's  R e p o rt ,  t h e  S c h o o l  C o m m ittee 
Representative's Report, the Leslie Bai ly Address and 
the Presidential Address, wou ld  be reported only in  
precis form. Verbatim versions wou ld  sti l l  be avai lable 
on a ppl ication to the Editor for a nyone i nterested. 
M e m bers  s h o u l d  t h e refo re see a n u m be r  of 
i mprovements in the 1 994 edition. 



(e) Sports Events 

The annua l  footba l l  match had taken place on 1 9th 
March, with O.S. winning 3- 1 .  Unfortunately the cricket 
and rounders matches booked for 22nd May had to be 
scratched owing to bad weather. 

(f) Careers Fair 

On 1 9th March Caro l ine Bond, our ubiquitous Editor, 
had organ ized a Careers Fair at school, with the kind 
participation of several Old Scholars. It was universa l ly 
accla imed.  Ignoring our  Ed itor's modest protests, I 
now minute a letter dated 1 5th Apri l which I received 
from Mike Wol lerton, Head of Careers: 

"Dear Michael Farr, 

I am writing to you, in your capacity as secretary of 
the Old Scholars Association, to say how successful 
the first ever S.O.S.A. Careers Fair has been. Caroline 
Bond has done a wonderful job organising a large 
number of Old Scholars to come back to school and 
talk to the present pupils about their experiences, 
both in training and in the job market. 

The success of the event can be judged by the very 
positive comments that the students made afterwards 
and I hope this will become an occasion that may be 
repeated in the future. I hope the Old Scholars who 
gave up their time to come along to the Careers Fair 
will feel that it was time well spent and that closer 
links have been established with some of the older 
students. 

By the nature of the morning it was impossible to 
thank all the visitors individually for their help and I 
hope those to whom I may not have spoken will 
accept the school's grateful thanks for their hard work. 
Perhaps you would be kind enough to convey our 
thanks to those who are members of your association. 

Yours sincerely (signed) Mike Wollerton " 

(g)  Sibford Open Day 

This was held on 2nd Ju ly and again we have to thank 
Caro l ine Bond for updati ng the SOSA Display Board 
and for manning our  Information Desk. 

(h) SOSA/Sixth Form Ten-Pin Bowling Trip 

Stephen Bunney and J u l ie  G reen h i l l  organized a n  
outing t o  Leam ington S p a  on 1 9th March .  This event 
was m uch appreciated by the pupi ls and our  thanks 
a re due not only to Stephen and J u l ie but to the 
severa l Old Scholars who had g iven their t ime to 
make it such a success. 

( i )  Sibford Gower Meeting House 

A letter of thanks has been received for O ld  Scholars' 
contributions on Su nday 29th August 1 993, tota l l ing  
£ 1 83.00 towards the roof repa i r  appeal. 

(j) Expansion of Membership 

T h i s  s u bject h a s  c o n s i d e ra b l y  e x e r c i s e d  t h e  
committee's m inds d u ring  t h e  year. Clearly such 
contacts with senior pupils as I have described should 
ra i se o u r  profi l e  a m o n g  these pote nti a l  futu re 
members. In particu lar  the Careers Fa ir  (which we 
hope wi l l  become an annua l  fixture) and the Ten-Pin 
Bowling Tr ip have increased pupi ls' awareness of 
SOSA. 

We are a lso thinking about organiz ing 'year-group' 
reunions, to the virtua l  exclusion of older members. 
The pr imary objective of these wou ld  be to 'further 
schoolday friendsh i ps', as per Object 2 (b)  in our  
Constitution and Ru les. 

Another idea, sti l l  in embryo form, is the creation and 
u pdati ng of  a com puter data-base of  a l l  leavers' 
records, for producing annua l ly updated tabulations 
i n  year-of-Ieaving sequence, showing addresses and 
the latest known news of each Old Scholar's l ife, for 
d istri buting g ratis to each ind ividual  l isted with i n  it. 
This tabulation wou ld  "drop off names ten years after 
the ir  year of leavi ng .  H opefu l ly, after ten years 
( possib ly sooner) enough i nterest wi l l  have been 
stimu lated to persuade many of those l isted to join 
the Association.  

Extramura l  reun ions (not s imply 'reg ional  gatherings', 
considering the trans-G lobal d istances covered by 
some of those attend ing) ,  such as described by Ash ley 
Shir l in  i n  page 54 of the 1 993 magazine, are thought 
worthy of our encouragement, possibly with modest 
financia l  backing. 

(k)  Professor Peter Gutkind 

This O ld  Scholar has consistently opposed the choice 
of Douglas H u rd MP as a sponsor for the Sibford 
Sports Ha l l  appea l .  He resumed his protestations in a 
letter dated 23rd December 1 993, addressed to the 
School Head, John Dunston, and copied to I rene 
G la ister (Chair, School Comm ittee) and to myse lf 
representing SOSA. Th is was in the wake of a news 
story involving a plane load of Jamaicans detained by 
British I m m ig ration Officers. That was to be fol lowed 
by a sometimes heated exchange of letters up to 
August 1 994. Peter G utkind was invited to state h is  
case at  our AGM, but  in  his u navoidable absence I 
undertook to introduce the subject from the platform 
and to leave the fi le on d isplay for members' inspection 
during the weekend.  

( I )  Branch Activities 

Detai ls  appear separately in the magazine. A variety 
of activities were reported by I rene Coxon-Sm ith 
(M id lands) and by Jeanne Southam (South-West) and 
I took the opportun ity at  th is  po int i n  the meeting to 
hand over for a few minutes to Ash ley Shir l in ,  to 
enable h im to describe the new style of 'extram u ra l  
reunion'  which he h a d  pioneered i n  London. Among 
the 1 20+ O.S. and their 30 or  so compan ions, who had 
joined h im on 1 6th Ju ly, aboard the TS "Queen Mary" 
moored on London's Embankment, were ind ividuals 
who had travelled from Austra l ia,  the Caribbean and 
the Far East. 

The Genera l  Secreta ry conc luded h is  report by 
thank ing the Headmaster and  h is  staff for the i r  
assistance throughout the year and for once again 
accommodating SOSA for their Reunion.  Thanks were 
a lso extended to the SOSA Committee and to the 
President for their unfa i l ing efforts and time given to 
the Association. 

On a personal  leve l ,  the General Secretary, who had 
assu med his new and u nfa m i l iar  duties pa rt-way 
through the year, expressed his deep gratitude to the 
omnipresent M ike Fi nch for steering him through a 
variety of problems. 

3. CONSTITUTION AND RULES 

Two additional paragraphs, 6(c) and 6(d),  were debated 
a n d  u n a n i m ously a g reed fo r i n corporat ion with 
i m mediate effect. Copies ofthe redrafted Constitution  
and Ru les wi l l  be  sent out to  a l l  Members with the 
next magazine. 

4.  TREASU RER'S REPORT 

The Treasurer, Pau l  Frampton, presented his fi nancial  
report to the meeting  which demonstrated that the 
Association remained sou nd ly based. The year again 
showed a surpl us, which was margina l ly  down on 
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1 993. One of the main d ifferences was a red uction i n  
B a n k  Interest earned. The accounts were unanimously 
adopted and the meeting minuted its special  thanks 
to Paul  Frampton at the conclusion of his elected term 
of office. The accou nts are presented in detai l  below: 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30TH J UNE 1 994 

30/06/94 30/06/93 
ASSETS 

Land At E l m  

ASSETS OF SPECIFIC F U N DS 
Quoted i nvestments (30/06/94) 

CURRENT ASSETS 

45 

1 457 1 

Cash At Bank: Current AlC 192  420 
Investment AlC 6747 4094 

6939 

PREPAYM ENTS 
1 99 4/1 995 Reunion:  Paid Out 675 
1 994/1 995 Reunion:  Paid I n  

TOTAL ASSETS 22230 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Accumulated Fund:  
Balance Forward 0 1/07/93 2265 5709 
Reval n  Of I nvestments ..=92S In.8 

1 297 6947 
Plus Excess I ncome ll8.Q 2064 
Total Ava i lable For Gifts 2677 901 1 
G ifts Paid .6.lli 

Balance Remain ing (see note) 2677 

Life Membersh i p  6498 
Recent Leavers Membership 1 3055 

22230 

45 

1 5539 

451 4 

261 
-29 1 

20068 

2265 

6498 
1 1 305 
20068 

N OTE: R e m a i n i n g  U n pa i d  Com m itment To A rc h ives 
£2354.00 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
AS AT 30TH JUNE 1 994 

30/06/94 30/06/93 
I NCOME 

Investment Income 1 052 1 052 
Annual  Subscriptions 341 0 3841 
Reunions 3269 3258 
Donations 134 1 00 
Travel Bu rsary ( Donation)  300 
Bank Interest 1 48 999 
Peace Garden Project -- ---.IJ. 

801 3  9623 
� 

EXPE N DITURE 
Magazine 2330 2 1 53 
Stationery 535 
Bank Charges 60 9 1  
Reunion 3666 3208 
Repa i rs To School Min ibus 241 
1 50th Ann iversary 1 33 1  
U pkeep O f  E l m  5 0  
6th Form Outing 248 
Bench For Peace Garden ....2N ---

6633 7559 

Excess Income Over Expend. 1 380 2064 
801 3  9623 
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SUBSCRIPTION INCOME 

30106/94 30106/93 
Ordinary Subs 
Life Membership 
Recent Leavers 5 Year 
Recent Leavers 1 0  Year 
Recent Leavers 15 Year 

1 675 2380 
75 

1 635 1 286 
1 00 --.lOO 

3 4 1 0  3841 

INVESTMENT ACCOUNT - 30 DAY SAVINGS 

0 1/07/93 Balance Forward 

1 2/07/93 Month ly I nterest + 3.36 

1 9/07/93 Exch 9.75% 1 998 Div + 1 78.43 

1 0/08/93 Month ly I nterest + 3.59 

0 1/09/93 Trsy 8.75% 1 997 Div + 69.8 1 

1 0/09/93 Month ly I nterest + 3.65 

27/09/93 Exch 1 2.25% 1 999 Div + 1 93.62 

07/1 0/93 Transfer To CIA - 546.33 

1 1/1 0/93 Monthly Interest + 3. 1 5  

1 0/1 1/93 Monthly I nterest + 3.40 

1 2/1 1/93 Transfer From CIA + 3500.00 

22/1 1/93 Cony 1 0.25% 1 999 Div + 83.97 

1 0/1 2/93 Month Iy I nterest + 22.32 

1 0/01/94 Month ly I nterest + 22.30 

1 9/01/94 Exch 9.75% 1 998 Div + 1 78.43 

28/01/94 Transfer To CIA - 1 500.00 

1 0/02/94 Month ly I nterest + 1 6.65 

0 1 /03/94 Trsy 8.75% 1 997 Div + 69.81 

1 0/03/94 Month ly I nterest + 1 5.94 

28/03/94 Exch 1 2.25% 1 999 Div + 1 93.62 

1 1/04/94 Month ly I nterest + 1 7.66 

1 0/05/94 Month ly I nterest + 17 .43 

23/05/94 Cony 1 0.25% 1 999 Div + 83.97 

1 0/06/94 Month ly I nterest + 1 8. 1 9  

30/06/94 Balance Forward 

30106/92 
2 1 06 

225 
35 

851 
--.l.QQ 
3317 

4093.87 

4097 .23 

4275.66 

4279.25 

4349.06 

4352.7 1 

4546.33 

4000.00 

4003. 1 5  

4006.55 

7506.55 

7590.52 

761 2 .84 

7635. 1 4  

781 3.57 

6313 .57 

6330.22 

6400.03 

641 5.97 

6609.59 

6627.25 

6644.68 

6728.65 

6746.84 

6746.84 

SCHEDULE OF INVESTMENTS AS AT 30TH JUNE 1 994 

£2 1 84 £2 1 27 £4880 £42 1 5  
Cony. Treas. Excheq. Excheq. 
Stock Stock Stock Stock 
1 0.25% 8.75% 9.75% 1 2 .25% 
1 999 1 997 1 998 1 999 

Pu rchase Va lue 2 1 96.87 1 950.61 5000.64 4999.64 

Market Va lue 
30/06/93 2553.00 2303.00 5465.00 5218. 00 

Ma rket Value 
30/06/94 2363.00 2 1 89.00 5 1 55.00 4864.00 

TOTAL VALUE £1451],00 

ACCOUNTS FOR 30TH JUNE 1994 

I have prepared the a bove Balance Sheet and associated 
accounts from the books and records of the Association 
and confirm that these accounts are a true and accurate 
reflection of the Association's financia l  position as at 30th 
J u ne 1 994, to the best of my bel ief. 

( to . �  L:-�=-.:...:� . •  ; . " , '  Paul Frampton - Treasurer 
Dated: 2nd August 1 994 
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Sibford Old Scholars Association  
I have audited the  accounts of  the  Association, for the 
year ended 30.06.94, from the records made avai lable to 
me, and find them to be an accu rate statement of the 
fi nancia l  affa i rs of the Association.  

Lance Wi l l iams 
Management Accountant 

2.8.94 

5. ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMM ITIEE 
The fo l lowing Officers having been du ly proposed 
and seconded were u nan i mously elected: 
Joint Presidents 1 994/95 - Chris and Pat G rimes 
Vice-President 1 994/95 - Margaret Fairnington 
General Secretary ret. 31/8/96 - Mike Farr+ 
Treasu rer ret. 31/8/97 - M ike Finch* 
Asst. Reunion Secretary ret. 31/8/97 - David Watl ing 

+Ratification of General Committee's prior appointment 
*Also Membership Secretary u nt i l  31/8/95 

Comm ittee members having been d u ly proposed and 
seconded were elected: 

Recent Leavers - Tom Eadie ret. 31/8/97 

- G race Mo ret. 31/8/97 

Ordinary Members - Chris Farr ret. 31/8/97 

- Tom Leeman ret. 31/8/96 

- Mavis Sti les ret. 31/8/95 

- Lucinda Pou lton ret. 31/8/95 

6. SCHOOL COMM ITTEE REPRESENTATIVE'S REPO RT 

Perhaps I may start by saying that at the committee 
meeting in March we were told that John Dunston 
had just been elected a fel low of The Royal Society of 
Arts ! 

Orchard Close started the year with a new Head, 
E l izabeth Young, and we were i nterested to hear from 
her that Susie Dunston was teaching French in  Orchard 
Close. 

Si nce this t ime last year F.O.S.S.(  Friends of Si bford ) 
had a new name P.S.F.A. ( Parents, Staff and Friends 
Association land it is hoped to improve communication 
between parents and the School Comm ittee. 

Early in the year it was recognised that in order to 
help in the recruitment of g i rls the school should 
appoint a second Deputy Head,  and we were told in 
Apri l  that Carol ine Homan had been appointed and I 
am sure that a second woman wi l l  be a welcome 
presence on the Management Team which consists of 
H e a d m a ster ,  C h a i r m a n  of S c h o o l  C o m m ittee ,  
Treasurer, Bursar, C lerks o f  Sub-Committees, Deputy 
Heads. 

A strategic plan has been produced; it is  intended that 
everyone in the school should share i n  the plan and in 
this way chi ldren and staff should have a sense of the 
d i rection i n  which the school is going.  

In  March the Finance and Property Sub-Comm ittee 
received a presentation from a firm of surveyors on 
the condition of the school properties and an indication 
of the cost and p lann ing imp l ications of the F ire 
Officer's recommendations at the Manor .  It was 
suggested that over the next ten years the school 
wou ld  need to spend in the order of one mi l l ion 
pounds! 

The school is under pressure from the Department for 
Education, Socia l  Services and parents to seek traffic 
ca lming measu res between the Old School and the 

Paddock. Possible costs seem to range between twelve 
and fifteen thousand pounds u pwards with no finance 
forthcomi ng from the local  authority. There is sti l l  
concern over damp penetration i n  the  Sports Ha l l  
duri ng rea l ly bad weather and further monitoring of 
the Manor and Gi l lett in relation to the fau lt l i ne 
a p p e a r  to be necessa ry . H e a l th  a n d  safety 
requ i rements not on ly add to the work load but also 
place demands on the budget. 

For a full copy of the report, please contact the SOSA 
Editor 

7 .  HEADMASTER'S REPORT 

John Dunston began his report with a brief review of 
curricu lar  changes both national ly and at Sibford. He 
h i g h l i g hted the development of G NVQ (General  
National Vocational  Qua l ifications) i n  the Sixth Form, 
and the i ntroduction of new GCSE courses i n  P.E.  last 
year and Media Studies this year. He commented on the 
drama and m usica l activities with in  the school and on 
the  sports, with many team and individual  successes. 

The Orchard Close curricu lum and extra-curricu lar  
activities were mentioned, under  the new Headship of 
E l i zabeth Young. Other i mportant events of the year 
were a lso mentioned and his report was concluded 
with a tribute to various academic successes of O ld  
Scholars, to  Stephen Bunney for his work at  school 
and in support of the Association and a thankyou to 
the SOSA Committee and Members for their help and 
support. 

The activities which the Headmaster mentioned in his 
report can be read in more detail in the school's 
section of this magazine. However, if any old scholar 
would like to see a full copy of the report, please 
contact the SOSA Editor. 

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

(a) The President a nnou nced that this year's Geoffrey 
Long Book Prize would be shared between Catherine 
Gorna l l  for her poem "Autu m n "  and Adam Keel ing 
for his piece entitled " Little House on the H i ll " .  

(b )  O n  behalf of the Association, the President announced 
that Honorary Life Membership had been bestowed 
upon Hugh and Daph ne Maw for their outstand ing 
contribution to the School and to Old Scholars over 
many years. The meeting received this news with 
g reat acc la im.  

(c) The President i ntroduced a d iscussion on a possible 
gift to the School,  or other ways in which any surplus 
might be d i rected .  John Dunston had outl ined to the 
committee particular needs for the School including a 
new Adventure Playground,  an a l l  weather cricket 
str ip and refu rbish ment of the Home Econom ics 
department. 

Discussion ensued with a strong feel ing from the 
meeting that the Home Econom ics project should be 
someth i ng that the School should provide from with in  
its own resou rces. There was a n  equa l ly  strong 
recommendation that support for projects with in  the 
SOSA organisation should be g iven consideration 
such as help for particular Branch projects and also 
possible assistance for Old Scholar students entering 
fu rther education  for the fi rst time. The General  
Committee were asked to take on board the main points 
of this discussion before embarking on any decision. 

(d) In conclusion the President announced that, as a matter 
of i ndivid ual  d iscretion in his own year of office, 
members so choosing may bring personal  carafes or  
bottles of  wine to  the  Presidentia l  d inner. 

There being no other business the Meeting closed at 5. 1 5pm. 
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THE 18th LESLlE BAIL V ADDRESS 

It probably came as a surprise to most visitors 
at the Leslie Bai ly Address to learn, during lan 
Weatherhead's introd uction,  that he had been a 
Barnardo ch i ld  u nti l  the age of two when he was 
adopted by the Weatherhead fam i ly. 

He i ntroduced the aud ience to Ann Wilson who 
is the Area Field Manager in the Mid lands and 
who gave us a fascinating i nsight into the work 
of Barnard o's with the use of v ideo c l i ps 
i nterspersed with explanations of the work of 
the organisation.  

It was qu ite an eye-opener to d iscover that 
Barnardo's work has g reatly expanded from the 
n i n eteenth-century v is ion of the homeless 
c h i l d re n  that c a pt u red the m i n d  of To m 
Barnardo. 

As it is very d ifficult to transcribe an i l l ustrated 
lecture we have attached a standard introduction 
which we hope wi l l  encapsulate for the readers 
of this magazine the su bject of th is year's 
profound address. 

"It has been said that a society can be judged by 
the way in which it treats its children. So how 
does Britain stand up to this test? Some would 
say not very well. Every day children are abused 
by adults, thousands are brought up in poverty 
while many do not have a place they can call 
home. The experiences of growing up for many 
children could not be further from the popular 
view that childhood is the best time of your life. 

Barnardo's projects across the country are 
redressing the balance - helping to provide a 
caring and concerned society where children 
are beginning to trust adults and put happiness 
back into their lives. 

Visitors to Barnardo's projects are always struck 
by an atmosphere of optimism. Hundreds of 
children and parents are vivid testimony to the 
ways in which just the simple act of being 
listened to has made such a difference. In recent 
years Barnardo's has expanded its work into 
the front line issues of AIDS, Child sexual abuse, 
and Homelessness. However, our family centres 
remain as busy as ever, still offering people in 
local communities the support they desperately 
need when times are hard. Our work with 
children with disabilities also aims to open up 
new horizons of  opportunity for children and 
their families. 

With an ever growing network of projects, both 
urban and rural, working with thousands of 
children, young people and their families in the 
country, there is such a range of activities and 
needs that it is impossible "'to summarise 
Barnardo's achievement or our work in a few 
words. But whether it is supporting parents who 
have a severely disabled child, helping parents 
who are HIV positive to plan for their children's 
future, or encouraging fathers to be better 
parents, the Barnardo's approach is the same. It 
is not to tell people what is good for them but to 
work alongside them in finding solutions to 
their problems ". 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS TO SOSA 
29TH AUGUST 1 994 

THE LIVERY OF THE CITY OF LONDON 

The story of the Livery Compan ies is  roma ntic and  
fascinati ng, covering a thousand years. 

Who and what a re the G i rd lers, Curriers, Cordwai ners, 
F letchers, Scriveners, Broderers, U pholders, Hormers, 
Loriners and the Pattenmakers? They are merely a few of 
the names of the exist ing two Ancient G u i lds and nearly a 
hundred Livery Companies of the City of London, and are 
the titles of the trades, crafts or professions they carried 
on over the centuries. Some have fa l len by the wayside, 
such as the Si lkthrowsters, Starch Makers, Hatband Makers 
and Longbowstring-Makers. 

They have had an i mportant influence on our national  l ife, 
our  i ndustries, our social  patterns, and our language -
ph rases l i ke "fleeci n g  someone" from the obvious 
con n ecti o n  with the  Woo l m en's  Com pany,  o r  " o n  
tenterhooks" from the Merchant Taylors whose property 
i n  Moorfie lds was used for fixing their tenters on  frames 
on which c loth was set. It was thanks to the Livery 
Companies that the seeds of democracy rooted and g rew. 

The orig in  of the a ncient Livery Companies is smothered 
in  the mists of a ntiqu ity but some can trace descent from 
the medieva l or Trade Gu i lds. Gu i ld  derives from the 
Saxon word 'Gi ldan' ,  to pay, since members paid for 
be longing to the fraternity. 

They were craft or trade societies who tended to 
congregate in a common a rea for both practical and 
material convenience. Just a long from my own office for 
example, there's Cheapside, M i l k  Street, Bread Street and 
I ronmonger Lane to mention  but a few. 

The G u i lds protected a l i ke customers, em ployers and 
employees, by searching out i nferior work and goods of 
bad qua l ity and  weight and punish ing offenders. By 
preventing un l im ited competition a standard of wages 
and cond itions was preserved. 

Trade and domestic disputes were settled by arbitration 
at their Ha l ls  which a lso served as centres for recreation. 
U ntil  recently when the London Chamber of Commerce, 
with whom I work, a lso housed the Court of Arbitration in  
the  City of  London, it has  a lso been a close rel ig ious 
connection, each Gu i ld  having a Patron Saint for example 
St Dunstan (Goldsmiths), St Luke ( Pa inters). The rel ig ious 
element of the Gu i lds has played an i m portant part in  
their  h istory down to the present day,  on occasions saving 
them from persecution.  It is not surprising, therefore, that 
the costumes or l iveries they adopted were perhaps based 
on the habits worn by different orders of monks. In feudal  
t imes the term " l ivery" ,  from which the companies get 
their name, meant the a l lowance of food and cloth i ng to 
reta iners and officers of great househo lds, whether of a 
baron, bishop, col lege, or craft and the wea lth ier merchant 
gu i lds. The term came to be restricted to the wearing of 
cloth ing with badges by which the a l legiance ofthe wearer 
could be recognised, and  a symbol of privi lege and  
protection. 

As Lo n d o n  expanded in s ize and i m portance,  a n d  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  deve l o pe d  between t h e  s m a l l  
com m u n ities i n  other parts of the country, the trade and 
i nfluence of the l ivery compan ies grew and prospered. 
Each company was regu lated by a Court, composed of a 
Master usua l ly elected for one year, together with a number 
of Assistants from whom the Wardens were chosen, 
together with Past masters as permanent members. The 
Merchant Taylors fi rst record in  1 51 2, consisted of about 
20 mem bers of the Court of Assistants. The members of 
the company were of th ree classes: 



Liverymen - those who had set up i n  business on their 
own, were Freemen of the City, had been admitted as fu l l  
members of  the Company and  cou ld  eventua l ly  be  
promoted as Assistant of  the  Court, the  govern ing body. 

Besides having to steer a careful cou rse with the Crown, 
there were demarcation d isputes between the Companies, 
as bitter as the modern form of "Who does what?" .  There 
were a lso disputes over the order of precedence with the 
famous quarrel between the Merchant Taylors and the 
Skinners Company for the 6th place, settled by the Lord 
Mayor in 1 484, i n  a typical arbitrator's judgement that 
each was to take precedence i n  a lternate years. 

The end  of the com merc ia l  i nf luence of the Livery 
Compan ies came with the growth of other i ndustria l  
centres i n  the country, and of foreign i m ports, and with 
changes in  general social  conditions. Although Com panies 
endeavoured to keep their hold on an expanding economy, 
by the end of the 1 8th centu ry their origina l  functions had 
largely ceased. 

The Modern livery 
The abi l ity to learn the lessons of change, whi le preserving 
the best from the past, is a natural law of survival for a l l  
forms of  human society. The soc ia l  a n d  eco n o m i c  
conditions which gave birth t o  t h e  medieval gu i lds have 
long been superseded by the development of industry 
and commerce. 

It says much for the vita l ity of the Livery Compa n ies that 
they survived the loss of d i rect power. There were several 
reasons for their surviva l .  Some of them sti l l  owned ha l ls, 
schools, a l mshouses, i nvestments, profitable freeholds 
a nd substantia l  cha rity funds. They had a proud history, 
tradition, records, magn ificent treasures and above a l l  
some courageous Liverymen who were determined that 
Compan ies should survive. 

Thei r survival has been achieved today by fol lowi ng a 
s i m i l a r  pattern to the med ieva l compan ies, namely  
fostering the i r  trade i n  a wide context, acting as Patrons, 
involvement of their members, i ncreasing their power by 
service to the comm u n ity, i ntroducing modern ski l ls and 
professions and rea l istical ly facing financia l  obl igations. 

J o u r n e y m e n  - c rafts m e n  w h o  h a d  s e rved  t h e i r  
apprenticesh ip  but sti l l  had t o  obtai n  the Freedom of the 
City of London ( i .e. certified to be responsible citizens) 
before they could work at their trade. 

Apprentices - those who had to serve seven years 
apprenticeship. 

From the earl iest t imes, fratern ities met near a place of 
worsh ip  and with in  their Ward where their particu lar  trade 
flourished. G radual ly many acqu i red a permanent meeting 
p lace and most of the Hal ls a round the Reformation seem 
to have been mansions of wealthy citizens, beq ueathed to 
their com pan ies. Many ancient Ha l ls  have suffered or 
d isappeared through disasters, such as the G reat F ire and 
World War Two and some were so ld  when money was 
short. It is i nteresting that in 1 9 1 4  the City Livery C lub was 
founded for the use of Liverymen without a company Ha l l ,  
and f l o u r ishes today in  S ion  C o l lege  o n  V ict o r i a  
Embankment. 

The charm of the remain ing 38 Hal ls  l ies not in their 
a rch itecture and treasures, but also i n  the centuries of 
history they reflect and the unique l ivery spi rit they portray. 
Most, if not a l l  of the companies received beautifu l ly 
i l l ustrated g ra nts of a rms, charters, letters patent, deeds 
and ordinances which may be seen in many of the 
company Hal ls and a re q u ite exqu isite i n  much of the 
ca l l igraphy that has been used. 

Success, however, brought its own problems for many of 
the Livery Compan ies. They accumulated riches through 
trading,  fines on mem bers, and gifts by rich Liverymen.  

These riches attracted the attention of  a nu mber of 
Sovereigns, and if they offended they risked losing their 
Royal Charter and perhaps having either to pay again to 
get it back, or lose it forever. 

Over the past 1 00 or so years there has been a dramatic 
increase in the n u m bers of Liverymen. In 1 884 when the 
Royal Comm ission of Enquiry vindicated the Compan ies 
a n d  denou nced state i nterference, there were 7000 
l iverymen. Today there a re over three times as many. 

This g rowth has evolved because the trade of London was 
expanding too rapidly for non-freeman to be excluded 
from a share of it. The adm ission of women to the Freedom 
is not a modern innovation; they were sometimes termed 
"Free Sisters" - E l izabeth I was a Free Sister ofthe Mercers 
and just about a third of the Compan ies now admit women 
as members of their l ivery and notably the Chartered 
Secretaries and Adm i nistrators Company had the fi rst 
woman Master in 1 983/84 and i n  the succeed i ng year HRH 
Princess Anne was Master of  the Farriers Company. 

In brief, the Companies are vigorous se lf-conta i ned 
societies of professional  and business people, bound 
together by trad itiona l  customs which have been handed 
down for generations; al l under the d i rection of their 
Master, Prime Warden or Upper Bai l iff and Wardens, with 
a l legiance to the Sovereign and to the Mayor to maintai n  
the franchises a n d  customs a n d  "to keep this City harmless, 
in that which in me is" .  

Caring for the Community 
Both o l d  and  new compa n ies breathe that spi rit of 
benevol ence w h i c h  has been the  keynote of t h e i r  
foundation, with education i n  particular being an objective. 

Many years ago schools were bui lt and endowed by rich 
l iverymen or  their widows and some of them a re sti l l  with 
us .  A ldenham ( B rewers) ,  Oundle  ( G rocers) ,  St Pau ls  
(Mercers), Tonbridge (Ski nners), Howel ls and Bancroft's 
(Drapers), Aske's (Haberdashers) and Merchant Taylors. 

In another field of care for the young, from the 1 6th 
century, apprenticesh i p  was at its best i n  London by 
tra in ing  youth i n  the skil led trades for industries of the 
nation u nti l  the 1 9th century, when events overtook this 
concept. The care of the e lderly as well as the young has 
a lso been a feature of Livery Compan ies' care for people. 
Almshouses set u p  by ancient companies are sti l l  under 
their care and new ones bu i lt. 

The companies su pport col leges, universities, hospitals  
and  ind ustry by way of  prizes, exh ib it ions, awards, 
research fel lowships, bursaries and nominations. 

The City and G u i lds of London Institute, which owed its 
i nception over 1 00 years ago to the support of several 
L i ve ry C o m p a n i es ,  t o d a y  ref lects t h e  p ra ct i c a l  
encouragement sti l l  g iven t o  keep pace with modern 
techno logy. M i l l ions of pounds are donated annual ly  to 
various cha rities, with a considerable and understandable 
emphasis on those connected with the City or the Lord 
Mayor. 

The general publ ic may imagine Livery Compan ies as 
"d in i ng clubs" or they may associate them merely with 
the del ightfu l ceremony ofthe Loving Cup at the traditional 
Livery d inner!  Be that as it may, the age-long bond of 
fe l l ows h i p  a n d  hosp ita l ity between a n d  with i n  the 
Compan ies is a source of strength i n  their determ ination 
to be useful and enterprising, recognis ing the need to 
advance i nto the 21 st century. 

It therefore rests with each Liveryman through h i s  
company to sustai n  a vita l and dynamic ro le i n  the City of 
London and if this is accompl ished the future looks bright. 

fan Weatherhead 
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Followina onfrom the D-day commemorations earlier this year, several old 
scholars recount what it was like to be at Silford fifty years aao and how 
the Second World War qfJected them. 

THE EFFECTS OF WAR 
I remember at that time (the outbreak of war) the children having 
to help the staff, under the direction of the village bobby, to get 
the windows all blacked-out. We stuck heavy tarred paper over 
the sky-light windows and hung thick, drape curtains over many 
of the others. 

Mike Farr 

We were kept, as far as possible, at arms length from news of the 
War itself. It was not just that Sibford was, in those days, extremely 
rural, but private radios were forbidden and we rarely saw 
newspapers. Arthur Grant secreted a crystal set with a friendly 
farm labourer in Burdrop and on Saturday afternoons we would 
lie in the long grass covertly listening to anything that the BBC 
cared to supply. It was a bit like the French Resistance ! I must have 
known about the war news as I recall keeping records of each 
military campaign in my atlas, using markers and flags. 

Michael van Blankenstein 

The night the Germans bombed Coventry was a very worrying 
night as it went on so long; we could almost read from the light in 
the sky that night.  What worried us was we could not tell who was 
being bombed, we just knew it was in the general direction of 
Birmingham, Coventry, Warwick and Rugby. It was a relief for 
some to hear that it was only Coventry, and to the others relief 
came later when parents rang to let them know all was well. We 
saw several German planes fly over the next day in broad daylight. 

Mike Farr 

At night the German planes flew over and appeared to use the 
school as a landmark, possibly for the Coventry raids. 

Alfred HoJland 

I remember one twin�engine Junkers 88 plane flying low over us 
in early November 1 940, in broad daylight towards Wiggington. 
It had smoke streaming from both engines and we boys could easily 
make out the individual crew members inside. It jettisoned its bombJoad 
over the next hill but we never learned what happened to it. 

Mike FaTT 

One of the boys around that time made a most unusual 'find' in 
the middle of the playing field ; a good quality handkerchief which 
could only have fallen from a German plane, for i t  had a neat 
pattern of black swastikas around its hem ! 

,Hike Farr 

In December 1 94 1 , on the night that Japan attacked Pearl Harbour, 
a Wellington Bomber crashed near Tyne Hill killing its crew 
whose bodies were laid out in Farmer Scrubv's barn. Hordes of 
boys invaded the crash site, returning with lumps of plastiC, 
aluminium, spent cartridge cases and even some live machine gun 
ammunition. One mad youth was rumoured to have put a round 
in a workshop vice and to have attempted to set it off with a 
hammer and punch . . .  fortunately he didn 't  succeed! 

Michael van Blankenstein 

Another occasion was the daylight emergency landing of a De 
Havilland 'Tiger Moth' training bipla�e on the school playing 
field. They had no radio or navigational aids and their small tank of 
fuel had run down to its last couple of gallons. They circled our 
field a couple of times then touched down right in the middle of 
the cricket square ! They had made two lovely 20ft ruts across the 
manicured grass before spotting the goal post dead ahead. That 
caused them to lift off sharply again and they eventually landed on 
a cornfield up near the elm . 

Mike FaTT 

Another great excitement was in March 1 943 when we were 
invaded by the 7th Field Dressing Station of the Royal Canadian 
Army Medical Corps. They were part of a mock battle manoeuvre 
in the run-up to D day and spent a week or two with us camped on 

WARTIME 
the field and among the orchard trees where Penn now is. It was 
incongruous to see tanks and other military vehicles in and around 
the Village and it caused quite a stir, not least among the senior 
girls. However the boys also had some nice times on free afternoons 
sitting with them in their bell tents chatting and playing games of 
' Battleship' !  I have the autographs still of these kind men and 
sometimes wonder what happened to them. 

Martin Dodsworth 

Naturally) with Sibford being a Quaker school, we were not solely 
concerned with the military aspects of war. A number of old 
scholars and staff, past and present, duly registered as conscientious 
objectors and had to state their positions before tribunals to avoid 
compulsory military service. We always respected the pacifist 
position taken by them, though the following anecdote illustrates 
the prevailing attitude of many less tolerant in the world outside. 
A member of staff returned from a Banbury trip with his hair 
grotesquely half-shorn and he reported that the barber had enquired 
the meaning of the ' PPU' badge on his lapel. Upon being told that 
it stood for membership of the paCifist ' Peace Pledge Union' ,  the 
barber instantly stopped and angrily ordered the 'cowardly conchie' 
off his premises. 

Mike Farr 

On YE-day we were given the day off. Cerci Jones and I walked 
most of the way to Shipston with Alan Barlow who lived there and 
we enjoyed the day decorating the outside of his house with 
bunting and joining in the celebrations. 

Martin Dodsworth 

Wc were witness to onc major piece of aviation history too. One 
of our peer group, James Greaves I believe, had a father working 
at Gloucester with Professor Gibson Whittle who invented the jet 
engine. Greaves said one day, ' If you look west towards Wales 
you will see and hear these new planes' .  Suddenly a Gloster 
Meteor appeared on the horizon travelling at the speed of light, 
we thought, accompanied by the now familiar jet scream . No 
propellers, and gone in a flash; of course wc were dying to tell our 
parents about this but it was very 'hush hush' at the time . 

Philip Manasseh 

. Mike Ladell 

It was at this period in the war ( 1 940) when the school ' s  capacity 
to accommodate the numbers of pupils wishing to attend the 
school was overwhelmed. In order to provide some extra beds a 
number of us were billeted out in homes in the village. 

John Saunderson 

On Sunday afternoons we all had to go out for a walk. Younger 
pupils went on ' pig drives' ,  led by a member of staff. When we 
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SIBFORD 
were older w e  could g o  out without a n  escort - but never alone. 
Boys and girls could not go for walks in the same direction. 

Loraine Brown (nee �inton) 

In the summer picnics were the big highlight of the term. The 
whole school would walk to the picnic spot. Which ford Woods 
was a great favourite - how many children would voluntarily walk 
that far these days? The school donkey, Selina, would bring the 
provisions in the donkey cart. 

Loraine Brown (nee �inton) 

Parts of the playing fields were dug up for the planting of potatoes. 
My class one day was waiting for the headmaster to take us for an R . E .  
lesson. He arrived and said, 'Today w e  will have some practical 
Christianity - everybody out on the field to dig up potatoes' .  

Kay Baker-Short (nee Braun) 

Almost all of us travelled to and from school by train .  Even if 
parents were car owners they would not have been able to spend 
their petrol coupons on long journeys to take children to school. 

Loraine Brown (nee �inton) 

Parents came down for the weekend once a term if they could find 
transport and sleeping accommodation in the Village. Sometimes 
our parents managed a visit other than parents' weekend and with 
AJ ' s  (the headmaster) permission we had a few hours with them 
and maybe a trip to Banbury for tea. 

Barbara Abercrombie (nee Seccombe) 

H .  G .  , later to become head boy, leads senior dorm raiding party, 
snatches me from junior dorm, and returns with me to base. I sit 
there on the floor on a blanket under the bare , live wires left from 
a vandalised ceiling light. A ring of seniors grab the blanket 
corners to toss me. ' Curl up and it won 't hurt , '  they advise. I 
don ' t .  I sit bolt upright . ' One, Two, '  I rise, fall ,  rise and fall ,  
'Three' .  My skull hits the ceiling and that' s  the last I know until I 
come to as I ' m  dragged back down the dark corridor. Morning 
light revealed the dent I made in the ceiling. It was there for years. 

Philip Morris 

The girls' common room was where we did our mending every 
week. We had to darn our stockings and our knickers, and have 
them passed by the teacher on duty. We wore suspender belts to 
hold up our dark brown, woolly stockings, which had long loops 
of white tape sewn on the tops to keep them together in the wash. 

Loraine Brown (nee �inton) 

The water situation was grim.  It had to be pumped up from Hill  
Bottom and shared with those villagers who had no well. Because 
of this we only had three baths a fortnight and one hair wash in 
three weeks. The water was never hot and we only had a few 
inches to bathe in. We used the water from our 'hotties' which at 
least had the chill off. 

Barbara Abercrombie (nee Seccombe) 

Rules were hard and tough and detention on Saturday afternoons 
was a great deterrent . Sometimes you were given lines to write or 
if caught by Mrs Johnstone, picking off dandelion heads or weeding 
her garden. 

Barbara Abercrombie (nee Seccombe) 

SCHOOL FOOD (and outside influences) 
The overriding memory of Sibford during the war years was the 
appalling food .  I used to lose half a stone each term and put it on 
in the holidays. 

Alfred Holland 

I learned to eat very fast - as we all did - because then you stood a 
better chance of getting a second helping. 

Loraine Brown (nee �inton) 

We were not allowed to be sent any food from home, and if our 
parents tried to smuggle food in the middle of an otherwise 
innocuous parcel it would be confiscated. The confiscated food 
would, in all probability, then appear on the staff table .  This 

happened to me when an aunt sent me some dried bananas, which 
would have been a great treat as bananas were one of the things 
which ceased to be imported during the war. I had to watch the 
staff eating them. 

Loraine Brown (nee �inton) 

Some particularly strong-flavoured, but no doubt nourishing, 
watercress was provided for tea. The mistress supervising teatime 
would not let anyone leave the dining room until all the watercress 
had been consumed! Somehow all the cress disappeared from the 
dishes but the vases of flowers on each table gained a lot of 
greenery ! 

C/aire Smith (nee South well) 

Extra food supplies were hard to come by and tuck boxes were 
discouraged or even forbidden. These facts did not prevent some 
of those thrills from illicit actions secretively taxing our ingenuity. 
It was discovered that if one walked to Hook Norton there were 
tins of beans to be had from the village store ! Lionel Walls, Eric 
Bibby and myself were quick on the trail, and plans made for the 
walk for the anticipated purchase of two or three tins of beans. 
The walk to Hook Norton accomplished, without us being caught, 
and the beans purchased , we planned a midnight feast in the dorm! 
Blackout was an established fact, torches were few and far between 
so the top blankets served as very good blackout covers for the 
feast under the bed! The witching hour near upon us and sleep 
evaded; tin opener pocket knife to hand, the hard come by beans 
safely in place ready for the big event. We draped the top blankets 
so as to exclude all light, three of us huddled under the bed, the 
torch switched on, and with difficulty the tins were opened and 
ready to be tasted . . .  they were beans in brine! But never did beans 
in brine taste so good. 

Leslie Harrison 

Sweets were severely rationed - perhaps 4 ounces a week. Some 
used to eat them immediately, while others, like me, used to save 
them for several weeks for an occasional binge. Once, soon after 
the war had ended, and the desperate levels of food supplies in 
continental Europe had become known, we children were told 
that our sweet ration for one week was being donated to the 
children of Europe. We were incensed. Charity, we felt,  should 
above all be voluntary . As it happened, I produced the school 
'budget' (report) for that term and I remember receiving warm 
congratulations from some of my schoolmates for mentioning our 
feelings, which in retrospect seem less than admirable. 

Martin Dodson 

AFTERTHOUGHTS 
When I left school in 1 945 the war in Europe was over but 
continued in the Far East. Looking back on my subsequent life as a 
student in what is now City University in Islington, I realise that life 
in war-time Sibford was idyllic compared with post-war London. 

John Saunderson 

When moving amongst the Old Scholars these days I get the 
impression that we of the War Years are more closely bonded than 
those of the generations which preceded and followed us .  
Consequently, in spite of  our many shared minor hardships and 
deprivations, we have something very special to be thankful for. 

Mike Farr 

The Sibford Home Guard 
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THROUGH THE GRAPEVINE 

We have news of  the  fo l lowing Old Scholars and friends 
of the School :  

Dorothy Brigham We were p leased t o  receive a letter 
from Christopher Scaife, (Head at Great Ayton)  the nephew 
of that m uch loved former teacher who was at Sibford for 
th i rty years between 1 928-58. Ch ristopher writes . . . . . . . .  " I  
passed on your g reetings from the SOSA Reunion. Dorothy 
is now in ful l-time care and dementia is in qu ite an 
advanced state. However she d id  flicker i nto recogn ition 
of some of the names I read out to her and was keen to 
hold firmly to the letter when I left with her murmuring 
about the E lm ! So I a m  sure she benefited from your 
thoughts. 
My sisters (Ann Taylor at Sibford 1945-50 and Margaret 
Bunney who taught at Sibford i n  the early fifties) and I try 
to visit her regularly and usua l ly get some m i n utes of 
gathered conversation  with her, so please keep the letters 
flowing . "  . . . . . .  

Judith Beattie (nee Davidson) At Sibford 1 95 1 -56, visited 
the old place earl ier this year with her husband Bob. 
Jud ith now l ives i n  Austra l ia  and passes on best wishes to 
al l  who might remember her. 

Hugh Carn talked to Orchard Close pupils earlier this year 
about his time at Sibford in the early part of the centu ry. 
He could not get over the changes that had occu rred over 
the years " making it a very d ifferent School from the 
Harrods' t ime."  

Mike Farr, our Genera l  Secretary, reports a n  u nusua l 
e ncounter with a n  O ld  Scholar  - outside his loca l ( Hythe) 
po l l i ng station on 9th J u ly 1 994, Euro Election Day ! 

Having fa l len i nto a chance conversation with a n  elderly 
lady, M i ke discovered that she was the youngest of a 
fami ly who were at S ibford i n  the Harrod years. Her name 
then was Ivy Rose and her elder brothers, Alister, Stuart 
and Ronald Rose (two of whom she reca l led being one­
t ime SOSA m e m bers),  a re a l l  now sad ly dead.  Her  
memories of  Sibford, wh ich she last visited i n  1 939, were 
very warm and she happi ly acknowledges the i nfluence of 
a Quaker education throughout her adult l ife. S l ightly fra i l  
but very a lert Ivy ( now 81 and widowed) is today known 
as M rs M i k i H o b bs a n d  s h e  l i ve s  i n  s h e l tered  
accommodation i n  Hythe. I f  any o ld  friends wish to  get i n  
touch with her, M ike Farr w i l l  b e  happy t o  assist. 

Mary Filchner ( nee Foster) who used to l ive in Sibford 
Gower before marrying and moving to Germany, visited 
the School recently to catch up on the changes. Mary was 
at Sibford between 1957-60. 

Ben Leslie at Sibford 1 98 1 -86 writes . . . .  " I a m  currently 
fin ish ing a degree in Business I nformation  Systems and 
Marketing at  the U n iversity of  Central Lancash i re. I have 
a lso received an H N D  in Business Information Technology. 
I hope to travel a round the world next year. Best wishes to 
a l l  who remember me."  . . . . .  

John and Jean Osborne (nee Sinclair) wrote a postcard 
from Austra l ia  on the 1 9th August 

"
where they were on 

tou r  . . . .  "Ye menne of Sheepford etc. Greetings to Old 
Scholars from the Kimberley reg ion i n  the N.E of Western 
Austra l ia .  We have been on a bush tour for five days. We 
flew up from Perth but had been to Col in  and Sally N ichoWs 
farm 'Sibford' at Hydern before coming here (Cockburn) .  
Hope you have a good Reun ion ."  

Malcolm and Pat Rudlin ( nee Campbell) visited the School 
on  Open day after a gap of severa l years. (Ma lco lm was 
SOSA's fi rst Reunion Secretary back i n  the early sixties. 
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Jimmy Setna who was at Sibford between 1971 -75 and 
had severe learn ing d ifficu lties has written of his excel lent 
progress wh ich can best be described by quoting the 
fol lowing a rticle which appeared i n  the 'Lancashire Evening 
Post' . . . . . . .  

"An a utistic man has returned to work at  the Lancash ire 
col lege which made h im student of the year. Mr J immy 
Setna of  Lytham St. An nes, overcame a serious learn ing 
d isabi l ity to receive the award from Preston Co l lege. Now 
at the age of 34, he has taken his fi rst ful l-t ime job. He 
passed his City and Gu i lds examinations i n  Motor Vehicle 
Engineering i n  1 989, the year he was nominated for the 
prize. Mr  Setna has since gone from strength to strength 
and has gained further City and Gu i lds  qual ifications to 
fina l ly secure a job at the col lege. He is i nvolved in the 
maintenance of veh ic les, fixed plant and equipment, and 
the u pdating of stores and records. Mr  Col i n  Hayes, a 
lecturer in road transport engineering at the co l lege was 
keen to see Mr Setna employed as an assistant in  the 
workshops. He sa id:  "I am del ighted that we have been 
able to offer J immy this open ing and I know that his 
parents feel the same." (Bri l l iant news J immy! )  

BIRTHS 

Simon Everest At Sibford 1 972-77 is sti l l  in Saudi  Arabia 
where he is now Operations Manager at Mars. He says h is  
spare t ime is  fu l ly  occu pied with the a rrival of  his fi rst 
ch i ld  - Stephen James who was born on 29th October 
1 993. He concludes by sayi ng . . . .  "I look forward to 
i ntroducing Sharon (h is  wife) and Stephen to Sibford at 
some stage in the not too distant future. "  Congratu lations 
to you both. 

Susan Owen-Schlunke (nee Owen) At Sibford between 
1 978-85 produced a bonny bou ncing boy, Jack, on 1 3th 
Ju ly  1 994. Congratulations to Susan and Pau l  who are 
presently resid ing i n  Austra l ia .  

MARRIAGES 

CONGRATU LATIONS TO THE FOLLOWI NG:  

Jonathan Arkless (at  Sibford 1 976-83) married Barbara on 
27th August 1 994 at  St. Mary's Church, Charlbury. We 
wish them best wishes for the future. 

Martha Lewthwaite at S ibford between 1 983-86 was 
m arried on 23rd J u ly 1 994 and  is  now Mrs Martha 
Desmond.  

Helen Trathen who was at Sibford between 1 980-85 got 
married to a Canadian in the summer and is now M rs 
Helen Brown. Helen is now l iving i n  Vancouver where she 
is  a nurse. 

ALSO CONGRATULATIONS TO: 

GOLDEN WEDDINGS 

Arthur and Margaret Dring who were married at A l l  Saints 
Church in Harewood on 26th J u ly 1 944 and John and 
Betty Thelton who were married at Esher Meeting House 
on 20th May 1 944. 

R U BY WEDDING 

Elisabeth and Ken Francis celebrated forty years of married 
b l iss in April 1 994. 



saSA EVENTS 

MIDLAND BRANCH ACTIVITIES 

For the fi rst t ime, our  New Year Party was held at lunch­
t ime at Sel ly Oak Meeting House on January 29th.  Some 
fifty people a rrived for the del ic ious buffet l unch of cold 
turkey, sa lads, etc. ,  fol lowed by a selection of sweets, a l l  
ably organ ised b y  I rene Coxon-Smith a n d  h e r  band of 
helpers. Hugh Maw kindly showed us a video of various 
Old Scholars' events. Before leavi ng,  'Rockets' was 
performed. 

In  March, thanks to Sheila Trout obta in ing tickets, a few of 
us watched ' Utopia L imited' at the Redditch Theatre 
del ightfu l ly presented and g reatly enjoyed. 

' 

In J u ne, twelve Mid land members visited the Malvern 
Theatre to see 'Home' with our dear friend, Pau l  Eddington, 
in the leading ro le. He came to speak with the g roup after 
the show. 

J u ly saw us gathering at the home of M ike and Wendy 
Finch in  Tysoe. Our sincere thanks for their kind hospita l ity, 
espec ia l ly. for a table groaning with home-made cakes, 
sweets, pies and other mouth-watering good ies ! Some 
visited the local church before Mike led a walk up Windm i l l  
H i l l  a n d  back for tea. 

Barbara Abercrombie & Hilary Haddleton 

SOUTH WEST BRANCH MEETING 

South-West Branch meeting at Paul Frampton's house 

The South West Branch spent an enjoyable and sunny 
day at the home of Pau l  Fra m pton at Di l lon Marsh nea r 
Frome. There were fourteen present i nc lud ing two from 
as far away as Cornwa l l  and two recent leavers attending 
their fi rst reunion with us. After a del ightful buffet lunch 
the g roup paid a visit to 'Heavens Gate', a loca l beauty 
spot overlooking the Longleat estate. We returned to Paul's 
for a cup of tea and sa id our farewel ls  after another 
p leasant day i n  each other's company. 

Jeanne Southam 

1 960 PLUS 30 ODD 

The rapid ity of t ime makes this equation somewhat more 
i m precise than a mathematic ian would l i ke. However it 
means that two smal l  reun ions were held du ring the 
summer by the form that left in 1 960. The fi rst was Carol 
Davis, Ruth and Pam Walton, Marga ret Smart, Jenny 
B low, Joan Con nol ly. The second was Carol Davis (again) ,  
Sue Kinnish, Sue Wi l l iams, Jud ith Farrant (and husband 
Tony), Tim Ph i l l i ps, and Russe l l  Steed (and friend Janet). 
They were held at easily booked venues of Wroxton Fields 
and Caro l 's home i n  B irmingham. 

Over the past two years letters had been received from 
others and these were eagerly read for news of the between 
years. It had taken the two years to trace many of our year 
and to a rrange to meet at a particu lar  t ime and place. As 
wel l  as exchang ing news and tales of old, most were 
agreed that returning to the larger gatherings after so 
long was difficult because they were not sure if they 
wou l d  know a nyone.  In fact suff ic ient na mes were 
mentioned of those that regularly return for th is  fear not 
to exist. 

O u r  l ives had taken us i nto socia l  work, personne l  
management, i nsolvency, engi neering etc. A very large 
proportion of us had in very recent t imes experienced 
redunda ncy. 

At the August Bank Hol iday weekend severa l visited 
Sibford for at least part of the Reunion.  

Al l  were agreed on one thing, a nother reunion should be 
arranged. Th is is under active consideration for some 
t ime next year. We wi l l  be contacting a l l  whose addresses 
we know. We do not yet know where a l l  our year are. So, 
please tel l  us if you know of any of them. Thanks. 

Russell Steed 

1 955 REUNION 

We met at Meeting in the Gower one Sunday in October 
1 993. There were seven of us, a l l  women, from the leaving 
year of 1 955. 

The idea of a reu nion was fi rst mooted the previous 
Ch ristmas when one of us located another having visited 
the 1 992 Old Scholars Reunion.  This was Sylvia Wi l l iams, 
who met my second cousi n ,  Bernard B l u nsom ,  and  
obtained my address from h im.  

Sylvia and I decided to  contact O ld  Scholars from our  year 
with whom we were sti l l  in touch and bring us together. 
Between us we had contact with eight - one was unable to 
join due to a hol iday com m itment. When we fina l ly met, 
we found that some of us had not met since we left 
Sibford 38 years ago ! .  

After Meeting we exchanged news and experiences before 
going for a meal ,  where we contin ued to catch up on 38 
years. The conversation  was punctuated with, " Do you 
remember ... ?"  and, "What happened to . . . .  ?"  Some had 
even brought a long photographs of the years we spent 
together at Sibford. 

Hilary, Anthea, Eleanor, Maggie, Judy (Heuthwaite) 
Judy (Williams). Photo taken by Sylvia 

Once we had got over the greetings and find ing out about 
each other, it was i nteresting to note that among us we 
had one housing officer, one nurse, two teachers and 
three socia l  workers. We were a l l  married or had been 
married, we a l l  had ch i ldren and some had g randch i ldren.  

Soon we noticed the l ight was going and we decided to go 
and have a walk around the Old School and the H i l l  before 
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going our separate ways. Al l  of us had been back over the 
years but there were sti l l  new developments to see. 

On our way back from the H i l l ,  we d iverted i nto Hol ly 
House garden and chanced to meet the new Head and his 
fam i ly who gave us more news of the school. 

It was a lovely day spent i n  a beautifu l area that held a 
m ixture of memories for a l l  of us. 

We plan to meet again i n  the future: 

J udy Chester ( nee Wi l l iams); Anthea James (nee Lunn); 
H i l a ry Mi l ls  (nee Naylor);  Maggie Rhodes (nee Richards); 
E l e a n o r  S m it h  ( n ee B l u n s o m ) ;  J u d i  T h o rpe ( n e e  
Heuthwaite); Sylvia Wil l iams ( nee Webster). 

E leanor Smith 

1 994 LONDON REUNION 

O nce again Tim Gebbett and I a rranged a reu nion in 
London in J u ly. Th is year we held the event on  the T.S. 
Queen Mary which is moored on the Victoria Emba nkment 
near Waterloo Bridge. We were fortunate to have hot 
weather and so the sight of the Houses of Parl iament and 
the South Bank made for a pleasant backdrop. 

The T.S. Queen Mary, venue for the 70's reunion 

During the previous six months we had continued our 
quest of tracing people aged,  rough ly, i n  their th i rties to 
see if  they would l i ke to come a long.  Our  efforts ranged 
far and wide as we discovered people i n  North America, 
the Caribbean, Europe, the M iddle East, the Far East, 
Austra l ia  and New Zealand not to mention the I nner 
Hebrides and most a reas i n  the U . K .  

Tim Gebbett (far right) and friends congregate 

The event was scheduled to start at noon and Tim and I 
awaited the fi rst a rrivals with i nterest. Although many 
people had confi rmed in advance that they were coming 
along it is  always unnerving waiting for th ings to start. I t  
is  particularly disconcerting when you have spent a long 
time chatting to people on the phone but you have no 
i dea what they wi l l  look l i ke now. Fortunately a lot of 
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Katherine Oxley, Nancy Ross and Paul Ross 

Laura Elsmore, Geoff Greaves, Sarah Leeland, Alison 
Leeland, Louise Mitchell and Paul Schramm 

people who came last year came again this time but at 
least ha lf of the 1 50 old scholars who attended we had not 
seen for twenty years ! 

I n  any event people soon began to arrive from a l l  poi nts 
of the compass. We had a rranged for a large private room 
with a bar attached and an open a i r  deck so the noise of 
an i mated conversation rapidly grew as people's in it ial  
nerves were overcome. As the afternoon wore on old 
friendships were renewed and old adversaries were found 
to be qu ite pleasant after a l l .  With the range of ages there 
were many people who were not at S ibford at the same 
time. Th is however d idn't prevent people from mixing 
genera l ly  rather than just chatting amongst their own 
g roups. 

The Old Scholars gather on board the T.S. Queen Mary 

As n u m bers began to dwind le  some of us decided to 
m ove on.  Tim and I had booked a table for twelve for 
d i nner i n  a Chinese restaurant in Soho. To our surprise 
forty people decided this was a good idea and so in a 
convoy of taxis we decamped. Fortunately it was a large 
restau ra nt and so we were a l l  accommodated, a lthough 
what the other d iners made of this noisy and happy group 
I 'm not sure. From what we've heard everyone got home 



Checking the school photo - "Did I really look like that' 

safely a lthough one unfortu nate soul missed his last tra in  
and had to  endure the  n ight roam i ng the  Kings Cross area 
in search of somewhere to wait for the fi rst tra in  on 
Sunday morn ing !  

Al l  in  a l l  i t  was a g reat day and Tim and I wou ld  l i ke to 
thank everyone for com i ng a long.  We wi l l  be arranging a 
s imi lar  event, probably in June 1 995. Should there be 
anyone we d idn't manage to contact this year who wou ld  
l i ke to  come, please let us know. 

Ashley Shirlin 

THE 1994 SOSA v SCHOOL SOCCER MATCH 

The 7994 SOSA v School Soccer match, played on 
March 79th. SOSA won 3- 7 

The SOSA football team 7994 

COMPETITION 

Win a years membership to SOSA. Find a l l  the words in 
the puzzle below and send the completed wordsearch (or 
a photocopy) to the Ed itor, 2 Brick Row, Swalc l iffe, 
Banbury, Oxon, OX 1 5  5ER. The fi rst person to return the 
answers correctly wi l l  win the prize. (Owing to the nature 
of the rules, this competition unfortu nately excludes l ife 
members as we cannot guara ntee to add an extra year to 
your l ife ! )  Words can be found horizonta l ly, vertical ly and 
diagona l ly both forwards and backwards. 

A H E U F I R  K F O R  L E C C B E  

D D U F G S J D M S J W L F U R  I 

N V H R O E G R H E J H M D B C F  

P T O R L C H U  I A M Q U R E T I 

E T N E D I S E R P W B A S E D S 

E U Y T E B C J D Y R K E D F G E  

T J  J H N S H R U F  I O H  R B B H  

T F F D D R H F U D I T H F S B C  

I V F B 0 S F E U  R 0 C K E T S N 

M J H L L T E D E W S F X V D Z A  

M H G J L E T U A S F D K A R C R  

O B U G F M N S C V H Y S T F J B 

C B J  I L I T T U I O O B G F U T 

B H I H 0 R T S N C S U Q I F U G 

C F D N S E R S  I B F O R D I  B J  

M G A T C J E 

ROCKETS SI BFORD 

AGM MEM BERS 

SOSA ELM 

OBITUARIES 

FRANK ROLLETT 

D P P  0 J 

REUNION 

PRESIDENT 

GOLDEN DOLL 

o B N 

BRANCHES 

COMMITTEE 

F ra n k  Ro l lett d ied  
peacefu l ly o n  the  
1 1 t h  N o ve m be r  
1 99 3 .  H e  w a s  a n  
H o n o ra ry L i fe 
M e m be r  of t h e  
SOSA a n d  a former 
President. 

Frank  and his late 
wife Vera  were  
S O SA l e g e n d s .  
Fran k's ebu l l i ence 
and zest for l ife wi l l  
be  s a d l y  m i ssed .  
Although his death 

was announced in last year's Magazine it was not possible 
to include a suitable article at that t ime. Two Old Scholars 
have now written tributes i n  memory of Frank. 

Mike Finch writes: 

" Frank  was a very special friend to me and I felt a great 
sense of loss when he died, having known h im and Vera 
and their fami ly for most of my l ife. 

I su ppose it is fa i r  to say that as ex 'Bru m mie' patriots and 
l ife long supporters of Aston Vi l la  we had very c lose 
connections! ! We spent many happy hours attending Vi l la 
Park with Frank a lways suitably attired with camera, 
b inoculars and h i p-flask. Its a good job that 'frisking'  at 
the tu rnsti le is a fair ly recent i nnovatio n !  
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Frank was born i n  B i rm ingham at Lozel ls near to where 
h is  father developed a bu i ld ing and decorating business 
which he eventual ly took over until he took early retirement 
in 1 960 and moved to Sibford. He had been apprenticed to 
Bu lpitts, a large B i rm ingham bui lder where he learnt a l l  
aspects of  the bui ld ing trade. These ski l ls were certa in ly  
beneficia l  to Sibford when he led the SOSA team that 
bu i lt the cricket pavi l ion i n  1 960. 

Frank's sporting prowess not only evolved a round soccer 
but also at cricket at which he excel led, but a prom ising 
career was cut short by a serious i njury i n  1 928. However 
this enabled h im to take up the real sporting passion of 
h is  l ife - golf. He became secretary at the Tadmarton Golf 
club for a t ime when he moved to Sibford. 

Frank was tota l ly committed to make the most of l ife with 
the ski l l s  and talents that he'd been b lessed with. He was 
pass io nately concerned with the env i ro n ment  a n d  
especia l ly with trees t o  which he devoted a g reat deal of 
t ime i n  carrying out surveys i n  the local ity as to how many 
d ifferent species there were and even p lotti n g  their  
l ocatio n .  H e  was a lso  a considerable a utho rity on  
o rn it h o l o g y  and often went  off  o n  b i rdwatc h i n g 
expeditions to remote parts of the British Isles! H is  other 
talent for photography was of g reat sign ificance to him i n  
h is  ornitholog ica l role. 

Although he was in  his own words "an Old Scholar by 
proxy, having married i nto it! " he nevertheless became 
one of SOSA's outstand ing sons having served on the 
C o m m ittee on m a ny occas ions  c u l m i nati n g  in the 
Presidency i n  1 977. After that he was for many years the 
SOSAlFOSS representative. 

Frank's sheer enjoyment of l ife, his sense of fun and his 
compan ionsh i p  a re qua l ities which I wi l l  a lways have the 
fondest memories of. Wel l  p layed Frank and God bless."  

Philip Manasseh also writes: 

" I fi rst got to know Frank i n  the early fifties. Loca l Old 
Scholars used to meet at  his house i n  Heathfie ld  Road i n  
Handsworth where he ran t h e  fam i ly business a n d  where 
we u s u a l l y  met  to rehea rse t h e  M i d l a n d  B ra n c h  
enterta i nment a n d  where Vera i n  her own in im itable style 
would prepare refreshments. Frank had a good voice at 
that t ime and many wi l l  remember his rendering of the 
Arthu r  Askey songs l ike 'F l ight of the Bumble Bee' ! 

The g reat surprise was his sudden and unannou nced 
move to Ho lmby House and his closer i nvolvement with 
the vi l lage and the School where his advice sought and 
otherwise on matters a rboricultural  was legendary. He 
d id  h is  best to save the o ld and nearly o ld  E lm trees but in  
both was defeated.  

He was a very good golfer spending h is  ear ly days at 
Sibford as the Secretary at Tadmarton Heath Golf course. 
In this sport he was a perfection ist and l i ke b ird-watch ing 
it  took over his l ife for qu ite a few years. He went to 
Bardsey to watch the Gu i l lemots, sleeping rough but 
rel ish ing the experience unti l he overdid it one year and 
had to be rescued!  

He moved to G rassholm when M i riam Carter felt i t  was 
t ime to move on and it became the focal poi nt for so many 
when meetings of the SOSA took p lace. 

One of the later and most abid ing memories to many, I 'm 
sure, must be those Motor Treasu re H u nt clues which 
defied logic but which made so m uch fun; that was Frank 
the tease ! 

When Frank became unwel l he was looked after by Vera 
u nti l  her u ntimely death and he found d ifficu lty in the 
inevitable transition that had to be made to a n u rsing 
home. I n  fact he was moved severa l t imes by his daughter, 
Lora ine and final ly settled in one at Chipping Norton. 
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Even i n  his advanced state of dementia his humour came 
through and he was able to summon u p  enough energy to 
give the staff a chorus or two as I reca l l  on one of the visits 
I made. 

We wi l l  a lways look back to h is  t ime with us with pleasure 
and g ratitude." 

It  is with deep sadness that we list below the names of 
other Old Scholars and friends of the School who have 
passed on. 

BERNARD W. BLUNSON At Sibford between 1 925-30 d ied 
in Dundee Hospital on 29th Septem ber 1 994 aged 8 1 .  
Mavis Sti les writes: "This much loved Old Scholar worked 
in New Zea land for many years before returning to England 
to l ive in  Dartmouth with his wife Jean. Bernard's love 
and connection with Sibford go back many generations 
being a fi rst cousin of Arnold and Ena Lamb. 

This qu iet, reserved, smi l ing gentleman radiating an inner 
warmth and peace stimu lated by the late James and 
Mabel Harrod, became a fam i l ia r  face at Reunions i n  the 
e i g ht ies a n d  ear ly n i neties.  H i s  l etter-writ ing gave 
inspiration and pleasure to many and his memoirs of 
school days make fasci nating reading.  His late uncle, 
Roland Herbert encouraged his love of cricket and score­
board knowledge of yesteryear. 

A faithfu l Friend, it seems entirely appropriate that he 
now rests at the Gower burial  g round in his beloved 
Si bford . "  

JOSIE CANNING Josie, who was a t  Sibford between 1 939-
44, died from a stroke on 3rd January 1 994 aged 64. She 
had been i l l  for many years with severe d iabetes. 

The Canning fami ly  were very m uch a Sibford i nstitution. 
Both Josie and her brother Michael attended the School. 
After leaving School they he lped with the fam i ly mi l k  
business. Later and for many years they ran the local taxi 
service before i l l  hea lth prevented them from continu ing.  
Older OS wi l l  remem ber Joe Canning their  father, who 
was the School's barber for a num ber of years. 

Norman Coxon reported the death in February 1 994 of 
SHEILA CHUTER (nee Tinsey). She was a contempora ry of 
Norman's at Sibford in the twenties. 

CONSTANCE COTTRELL ( nee Mold)  A Life Member who 
was at Sibford between 1 9 1 7-2 1 ,  died suddenly on 1 1 th 
N ovem ber 1 993. Jeanne Southam (Constance's step­
daughter) writes: "Constance was very proud of her 
fam i ly's association  with Sibford. A d istant relative was in 
the School when it  opened under Richard Routh and her 
father fol lowed under Robert Oddie and Constance herself 
came to Sibford in  1 9 1 7  with James Harrod as Head. 

Her fi rst jou rney to Sibford was d ra matic !  Her parents 
took her to see the School - trave l l ing from Bou rnemouth 
to Banbury by tra in  with their bicycles in the guards-van 
but as Constance had no bicycle she travel led the eight 
m i les from Ban bury to Sibford on the hand le-bar of her 
father's bicycle ! 

At Sibford she particularly enjoyed the communal  l ife -
the games and the wa lks i n  the lovely surroundings. After 
leaving Sibford she became a student teacher in her aunt's 
school in Ri ngwood and then a governess to a fami ly i n  
Bristol .  In  1 945 Constance married a Bristol widower, 
Harry Cottre l l .  She was del ighted to find that one of 
Harry's daughter's had a lso been at Sibford ! 

Shortly after her marriage, Constance became i nvolved i n  
adoption work which gave fu l l  scope t o  h e r  deep interest 
in people and her love of ch i ldren .  It was a great joy to her 
that the extended Cottre l l  fam i ly welcomed her as a 
grandmother - a role she p layed with understanding and 
distinction.  



Constance was active in many fields enjoying particu larly 
trips to Fra nce by car where she visited, with Harry, the 
sites where he had worked for the FAU during the fi rst 
world war. She supported the South-West Branch of SOSA 
and attended some of the annua l  Reun ions at S ibford but 
found that her g roup of peers was shr inking rapidly.  

The extended Cottre l l  fam i ly remember her with fondness 
and affection. She was certain ly a Sibford Old Scholar 
who made excel lent use of her talents." 

HAROLD CUNlIFFE died on 1 5th January 1 994 having 
been at Sibford between 1 926-30. Harold and his late 
wife, Con nie, did much work for the menta l ly handicapped 
i n  Monmouth for many years before retirement. 

ElSIE M. GREEN (nee Banford) At Si bford 1 9 1 5- 1 8  and a 
life Member of SOSA, died peacefu l ly 1 0th June 1 994 
aged 9 1  years. 

DOUGLAS C. HARROD A Life member of SOSA and at 
Sibford between 1 923-24 died on 1 st October 1 994. He 
was a nephew of the former Headmaster, James Tyler 
Harrod. 

REGINALD WESTCOTT who was a teacher at Sibford 
between 1 932-38 died on 26th December 1 993 aged 84. 
Barrie Naylor who was a contemporary of Reg's writes: 
" Reg was a very good friend who wi l l  be remembered 
with affection for his efficient and enthusiastic teach ing of 
French . After leaving Sibford he moved to Goda lm ing 
G rammar  School  where he taught French, Lat in  and 
German for about 35 years. He was one of  the few 
conscientious objectors who was a l lowed to continue 
teach ing during the second world war.  He and h is  wife 
Marion (nee Lee) were active mem bers of Godal ming 
PM."  
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5 Si lver Street, Leighton Buzzard, 
Bedfordshire, LU7 OLJ. 
Te l .  No.  0 1 296 681 51 1 

clo 26 Ashley Court, 
Newland Road, Banbury, Oxon .  

Tel .  No.  (Office) 0 1 295 780441 
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DEPUTY HEAD 
S IMON C.  HORSLEY 

BURSAR 
BRIAN MORPHY 

HEAD BOY 

HEAD G I R L  

Tel .  N o .  (Office) 0 1 295 780441 

Tel .  No. (Office) 0 1 295 780441 

To be appointed 

To be appointed 

SCHOOL STAFF REPRESENTATIVES: 

1 .  BR IAN HOLLlDAY 
( Ret. August 1 995) 

2 .  To be appointed 
(Ret. August 1 997) 

2 H i l lfield, S ibford Ferris, 
Banbury, Oxon. 
Tel .  No. 0 1 295 780500 

NOTICES 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 1994/95 

SOSA v School Footba l l  Match 1 9th March 1 995 
Contact Brian Hol l iday to play. 
Support on  the touch l ine wou ld  
be appreciated ! 

M id land Bra nch New Year Party 28th January 1 995 
Sel ly Oak Meeting House, 12 noon 
Al l  a re welcome. 
Contact I rene Coxon-Smith 

SOSA v School Cricket Match 
Contact Brian Ho l l iday to play. 

S ibford School Open Day 
Contact School Office 
( 0 1 295 780441 ) 

SOSA Annual  Reunion 
Contact Ju l ie  G reenh i l l  

2 1 st May 1 995 

1 st Ju ly  1 995 

26th-29th August 

( N B .  Telephone numbers in the l ist of officers) 

ATTENTION ! 

Are there any Old Scholars, of any age, who wou ld  
be i nterested i n  organ is ing a year-group reunion for 
their  particu lar year? Funds may be possible to help 
organisers for appropriate projects, though the main 

requirement is a bit of hard work!  Advice can be 
sought from the comm ittee on organising such 

events. 

SOSA TIES AND SCARVES 

These are available from John Hughes 
whose address is: 

1 3 1  Farleigh Road 
Backwal l  

N r. Bristol 
Avon, BSI9 3PN 

THOSE WHO ATTENDED 
THE AUGUST REUNION 1 994 

Amongst those attending the Reunion for all or part of the 
time were: 
lan,  Christine, R ichard and Mary Weatherhead, Chris and 
Pat Gr imes, Mike, John and Chr is  Farr, Mike and Wendy 
Finch, N ick Bennett, Betty and John Thelton, J i m  and Sue 
Thelton and the chi ldren,  Beryl Powel l ,  Harold Rose, David 
Sm ith, J u l ian Sandiford, Daphne a.nd Hugh Maw, John 
Watson, Jan,  Romy, Joost and Bryony El ias, Peter Yeoman, 
Pat Parsons, Cla ire Sm ith, Esther Jackson, M ichael Van 
B lankenstein ,  Mavis Sti les, Anne, Peter, Charlotte, Adele 
and Danie l  Rose, Moreen Budgeon, Margaret Fairnington, 
Diana Lloyd, Mike Ladel l ,  Kay, Suzy, David and Roland 
Bohm, Lora ine and Phi l ip Brown, Janet and Joe Sewel l ,  
Ph i l ippa and Mark Harrison, Peter Pearce, Arthur  and 
Pam Harrison, Leslie Harrison, Pam Smettem, Stephen 
and Mathew Cox, Chris Legg, Paul Levy, James Thompson, 
Norman toxon, Tim Pye, Ethel Wright, Janet Wi l l iams, 
R usse l l  Steed, David Laity, Jack and Monica S impson, 
J a n e  G u nsto n ,  J u ne Dawson,  Ruth A l d wo rt h ,  G u y  
Kingham, David Watl ing,  Chris, Ka ren a n d  Kathryn Coffin ,  
E leri Ricci, H i lary and John Haddleton, Don Ryan,  Ma lco lm 
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B rown, I rene Coxon-Smith,  Jeanne Southam, Adrian 
Doug las, Hugo Fin ley, David Haines, Ruth Gardner, Carol 
Davis, Margaret Shel ley, Emma Bone, Da>,id Hand, Pau l  
Fra m pton, Mark Mercer, Alan a n d  Jeanne Little, Barrie 
and Shei la Naylor, N igel Gates, Brian and Pau l ine Hooper, 
Barbara Abercrombie, Tom Evans, H i lary Waterfie ld and 
fam i ly, Nancy Pugmire and fam i ly, M ike Herm,  J u l ie 
G reenh i l l ,  Caro l ine Bond, Ray and Ann Bond, Barbara 
Quinton, Jenny Macintosh, Andrew Lawrence, lan Parsons, 
P h i  l i p  a n d  Rosa m u n d  M orris, E l i za beth a n d  N a o m i  
Cord i ner, Robert Hockley, J o h n  Hughes, T.W.Wi lk in,  Clem 
and Marga ret Cox, John,  Susie, Mathew and Naomi 
Dunston, Clare Francis, Betty Friend, Marjorie Fielding, 
Stephen Burtt, Margaret Le Mare, Ruth Fletcher, 
I rene G la ister, S imon and Isabel Horsley, Kate Long, Anne 
M u i r, B i l l  and Dor is Wh ite, Carol i n e  H o m a n ,  Toby 
J a m ieson ,  Tom Leem a n ,  B e n  H edges,  J e a n  M i l l s,  
Desmond and Margaret Rose, Jim and Joan Sh ields, 
Ash ley S h i r l i n  a n d  fa m i ly ,  M a rg a ret D a l e ,  G race 
Beckerlegge, R ichard Wood hal l ,  T im Gebbett, C indy 
Poulton, David C. Smith, Eric Clements, lan Hedger, Peter 
Pearson,  Vicky Haworth, Afsheen, R ichard Bruce. 
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"YE M E N N E  OF SHEE PFORD WEN DATH WITHE RSOEVER THEY WILE N "  

Photo b y  Philip Morris - 'Climbing up to Tysoe Windmill' 
(Midlands Branch Gathering) 
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