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EDITORIAL

Time is relative they say. One more year has passed since
we dispatched the text of the magazine to the printers. A
year older, a year worse ? A year older, a year wiser ?
Who can say, but the seasons have gone full circle and
here we are again.

Talking about the silence experienced in Quaker meeting
recently with another Catholic (aged 14), | was asked did |
not think the nature of meeting rather limited what we
could do for God. Yes, | replied, but maybe God is more
interested in doing something in us, rather than having us
place the emphasis for action on ourselves? The thought
was well received.

Which brings me to the nature of education, particularly
in a school which claims to wish to impart at least an
introduction to a spirituality, if not the living spirituality
itself, as Sibford does.

Can a spirituality (i.e. a view on the nature and meaning
of life's events) ever be taught? Personally, | think not, but
| am certain that exposure to people who possess a
meaningful spirituality is one of the most educational
experiences in life.

John of the Cross wrote, "Where there is no Love, put
Love and you will draw forth Love.” Just as love
communicates itself, even in avoid, sotoodoes spirituality;
these are two words that have a close association.

The community of Sibford loves its members, not in a
sentimental and weak way, but by actively wishing them
well and working on their behalf. As you read these
pages, my wish is that you detect something of this love,
so that you may perceive the truth which our lives speak.

FOREWORD

FROM THE HEADMASTER

It is once again a great pleasure to write a few words at
the start of the Annual Sibford Magazine.

The year has been another eventful one in the life of the
school, ending of course with the significant departure of
Stephen and Liz Bunney after their eight years at Sibford.
In September, a second position of Deputy Head was
created, and the two posts are now filled by Simon Horsley,
formerly Director of Studies, and Caroline Homan, who
has come to us from Kent College in Pembury, where she
was both Housemistress and Head of Department. We
welcome both of them to their important new positions
and wish them many years of happiness.

The teaching profession continues to reel from the
breathless sequence of changes and initiatives that have
continued during the year. There is, however, hope that a
certain measure of stability is in sight with the conclusion
of Sir Ron Dearing’s wide-ranging review of the National
Curriculum. The promise of five years with no further
major changes comes as a welcome relief to all of us and
gives us the opportunity to hope that now genuine benefits
of a National Curriculum may be seen in their true light.

| am sure that you will find in the pages that follow a
fascinating glimpse into the life of the school over the
past year, not only in the classroom, but in all the other
areas of boarding and school activity that make Sibford
such a vital and stimulating community in which to live.
Many individual successes will be reflected in this
magazine, and at the time of writing this, | look forward,
as | always do, to reading the selection of original literary
contributions from pupils of all ages.

The magazine also includes sections devoted to the
Parents, Staff and Friends Association, and to the Old
Scholars Association, and | am pleased to have the
opportunity of expressing my thanks to those members
of both organisations who have done so much during the
past year to support the school and develop further the
links between us.

| hope you will have great enjoyment in reading the
Sibford Magazine 1994. Susie and |, and our children,
Matthew and Naomi, wish you all a good Christmas
season, and peace and happiness in the New Year.

John Dunston
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WELCOME

BETH BANNING

I was born in Harrogate,
but have lived in
Leamington Spa and the
Pendle area for many
years. | have been a
payroll manager for a
multi-national company
and have also taught 3
and 4 year olds, acting
as senior matron in a
girls’ boarding school in
Cheshire in between.

In September | forsook
the cloth caps, clogs and
chip butties of
Lancashire for the sophistication of Banbury. | leave behind
me my daughter and two grandsons, and in Cumbria my
son, who is in the RAF.

lenjoy travelling, especially to E. Europe, but the highlight
of this year's holiday was Verona and a performance of
the opera “Aida”. | look forward to exploring the Oxon.
countryside and rediscovering places | haven't seen for
many a year.

ANDREW BELCHER

| was born in Sheffield,
South Yorkshire, and
unfortunately support
Sheffield Wednesday as a
result.

Before coming to Sibford
this September, | spent
seven years at the Royal
Alexandra and Albert
School as a deputy [
housemaster there. | am [§§®
now the third member of
their care staffto “transfer”
across to Sibford.

lenjoy awide selection of sports and outdoor activities and
look forward‘to a happy time with you all here in Sibford.

DAVID BLAND

David Bland was born in
i Hartlepool, Cleveland in
1945. After leaving school
in 1963, he worked in the
Civil Service and in the
SPCK Bookshop in Durham
until 1967, before training
as a teacher at St. Paul's
College, Cheltenham. In
1972, he became a teacher
at John Ferneley High
School, Melton Mowbray.
In 1986, he left teaching in
order to undertake
publicity and promotion
after the publication of his

. ' biography of Aled Jones,
the Welsh boy-soprano. He then did some personal
historical research and temporary employment before
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resuming a teaching career in Hertfordshire in 1990.

He enjoys a variety of hobbies, including choral singing
and listening to all types of music as well as refereeing
soccer matches and playing badminton. He is an avid
reader and collector of books and also enjoys travelling,
visiting Greece, Guernsey and Tunisia and his holiday
caravan in Pembrokeshire.

David will be taking over responsibility for Fielding House
in the New Year. We welcome him to a long and happy
time at Sibford.

ANDREW BUSBY

Andrew joined the school last
year as Maintenance Carpenter.
He was born in Banbury and
has lived there to this day. He is
married to Sue and has two
sons aged 14 and 16.

After school, he wentto Norman
Collisson’s in Bicester and
qualified after a 4 year carpentry
f@ apprenticeship, being made
* immediately redundant, a
common enough practice in the
1960s. Andrew has always done
carpentry work except for a9 year spell with British Leyland
in Oxford, but he did not really like working inside and
soon left to rejoin the building trade, where his heart is.
Now he brings all his experience to work with us at
Sibford, where he is very welcome.

SIMON DAKEYNE

| am very happy to be
teaching Maths here at
Sibford, having taught at 3
other local schools over the
last 12 years. These have all
been fairly large
Comprehensives, sol love the
much more ‘family’
atmosphere of the Sibford
corridors, and the peaceful
nature of the Meetings.

I've never been quite sure
whether | like Maths or Skiing
best of all human endeavours. Despite giving up Maths
study at Cambridge in favour of the chattier Economics, |
can't stop myself working out quick ways to multiply 2.75
by 11.9 in the quiet of the night, and often have to get up
at 3 a.m. to draw a new Tessellation on my computer -
after it has been going round my head for hours. I’'m sure
you know how it feels.

On the other hand, nothing in life is quite as much fun as
skiing fast, surrounded by huge white peaks, and a little
late for a rendezvous with your friends. Those split seconds
when you can feel your ski-tips crossing beneath the
snow and you know that everything is about to disintegrate
seem to encompass the whole of life to me - a beautiful
world, bodies that nearly behave themselves, and the
vulnerability of our slightly overstepping the mark
sometimes.

| hope to be able to ski, play squash or tennis with some of
you, and certainly show you how to multiply 2.76 by 11.9
during my time here at Sibford.



BARBARA HAWKRIDGE

Hi, I'm Barbara a new
member of the
secretarial staff.

My family and | recently
moved into the
neighbouring village of
Tadmarton having
spent the previous 18
years in South Wales,
prior to my husband

Mike's company
relocating to
Leamington Spa.

Having been the school
secretary at a primary
school in South
Glamorgan and having
two children of our
own, Emma 14 and
Richard 12, | am
certainly no stranger to the pleasures and pains of school
life.

When | am not working or planning the next room for my
husband to decorate, | enjoy reading and horse-riding,
but my favourite pastime is playing badminton, and |
have recently joined the Bloxham Badminton Club, where,
with a new coach, | hope to improve my game.

CAROLINE HOMAN

| was delighted to arrive
at The Ark in the
beginning of August
and, as people started
to return after their
summer holidays, |
began to realise what a
vibrant and friendly
community | had
joined.

| was born and brought
up in the South East.
Apart from five years
away training in
Durham and Bristol, |
have spent most of my
adult life in Kent and
Sussex. | enjoy the
countryside andsolam
looking forward to walking in the Cotswolds after many
years of exploring the South Downs. During the holidays
I hope to find time to cook, garden, visit art galleries and
the theatre. | recently finished my M.A. in Religion and
Education and so | want to continue my reading on
spirituality and Quakerism.

For the past five years | was head of R.E. and head of
House at Kent College a Methodist boarding and day
school for girls, just outside Tunbridge Wells. Before that
I taught in different comprehensives in Brighton, Seaford,
Hailsham and Tunbridge Wells.

| first started attending The Society of Friends in Lewes
and am a member of that monthly meeting. It is a great
privilege to be working in a school which has at the heart
of its philosophy that there is that of God in everyone of
us; that all people are special and to be valued as such.

RICHARD HUTCHINSON

| was brought up in both
Mid-Wales and North
Shropshire countryside, so
the idea of teaching in a =
school such as Sibford
immediately appealed to
me.

| feel extremely privileged
to be pioneering Spanish to
more members of the school
than ever before. Languages
certainly have a great deal
to offer all students,
especially in terms of self-
esteem and social
development.

My own schooling had been
at Shrewsbury and then on
to Wolverhampton University , studying for a B.A. Hons.
European Studies with Spanish. During 1992 | was at the
University of Zaragoza in northern Spain and then |
completed my PGCE at Manchester, before taking up this,
my first full-time teaching post.

| am the third of four brothers and my family often
introduce me as “Richard the third”. | enjoy most
traditional sports and also music. Travelling to the
continent, especially to France and Spain, is a favourite
activity.

GEOFF SLADE

| originate from Cardiff,
and studied for my
degree in Geography
and Economics at
University College,
London.

After studying for a
diploma in Education at
Swansea, | took up a
teaching post in the
Cotswolds, where |
remained for thirty
years.

I  was Head of
Geographyat Campden
for many years and
more recently served
on the Senior
Management Team
where my main responsibility was Head of Sixth Form. In
the last five years | have developed ‘A’ level Business
Studies at Campden, as well as continuing to teach 'A’
level Geography.

I am married and live in Chipping Campden with my wife
Jill who runs a Bed and Breakfast business. We have two
daughters Ceri and Laura, who, since they are 28 and 26
respectively, no longer live with us in Campden.

My interests revolve around sport and outdoor pursuits.
Rugby was my main sport and naturally | support Cardiff
and Wales. However, | spend an increasing amount of my
free time in the mountains of the Lake District and
Snowdonia.

| am looking forward to a new challenge at Sibford. My
first impression is of a very positive and friendly school. |
am sure | shall be the richer for my time here; | hope | can
offer something in return.



DIANA THORNE

Diana joined Sibford in
October 1993 as
Bursar’'s Secretary and
came to us from the
Dragon School in
Oxford where she held
the same position.

Diana was educated at
Berkhamsted School
for Girls and attended
secretarial college in
Oxford. She worked in
a local wveterinary
practice for many years
and then worked for
land agents before
joining the Dragon
School.

Diana has lived in Shenington for 26 years where she runs
a smallholding and her particular interests are beef cattle
and horses.

Diana has two daughters: Peta, a teacher, and Vashti, a
childrens’ librarian. She has two grandchildren. Diana is a
keen bridge player and skier. She is interested in all
aspects of country life, travel and all equestrian activities.

LYN USHER

L | am a recent convert to
. the joys of country living
. since | moved here last
Christmas with my
husband. Prior tomy move
| lived and worked in Surrey.

Graham and | have known
each other since we were
eleven as we were at school
together. We have been
married for fourteen years.

| enjoy keeping fit and
healthy and workout
regularly in the gym or
pool. My golfisimproving
due to the abundance of
local courses and walking
is now a pleasurable
experience.

At home | relax with my pet chinchillas and rabbits.

TREVOR WALTERS i

Born at avery early age. Trevor has never really got over
the factthat he is not Myles na Gopaleen, legendary Irish
wit and raconteur. To compensate for this. during
childhood he was given to eating vast quantities of jelly
and holding his mother’s hand. Traces of this behaviour
can still be seen in his love of end-of-term parties and
close affinity to door handles. Lately he has also developed
something of a taste for his own words, and can regularly
be seen eating them in staff meetings and personal
interviews with the Headmaster. His hobbies include
staying awake and thinking about nothing in particular. In
the latter he is a recognised world leader and might

challenge anybody to
think less if he thought
more about it. He will
soon be taking up a new
post in the school, at
the end of the rugby
pitch. Discussion has
been rife as to whether
he will be clad with
blue, yellow or white
padding round the
bottom. As ever, his
mother has hadthe last
word: “Pink. He was
pink when he popped
out, and he’ll be pink
till he pops it - and that’s
my last word on the
matter, sonny.”

Urgent tests are being carried out to determine the effects
of prolonged exposure at the nursery stage to the Guardian
Women’s Page instead of “Janet and John.” In the
meantime, rugby players are advised to wear Chanel. We
wish him a happy stay here and hope that he will remember
to wash.

FAREWELL

STEPHEN BUNNEY

In his eight years at Sibford, Stephen Bunney swept like a
whirlwind through the place.

Stephen came to us from a post as Housemaster at one of
the other Quaker Schools, Sidcot. He brought with him
clearly many fond memories of his time there, and of his
work in the boarding house, and it was this aspect of his
new post as Deputy Head at Sibford, taken on at a
remarkably young age, that reflected his greatest passion.
For Stephen was in his very fibre a supporter of boarding
education for the sake of all it can offer young people.
Though the demands of his work as Deputy Head were
considerable and varied, he nonetheless regularly found
the opportunity to spend time in one or other of the
boarding houses. In that capacity, he gave particular
support to members of the house staff, and got to know
the boarders especially well. He regularly lent his weight
to moves to improve the accommodation of particularly
the Assistant House Staff, and as far as boarding activities
were concerned, if no-one was available to take them,
well, he simply ran them himself.

But of course, the role of Deputy Head encompasses
much more than simply boarding. The day-to-day running
of the school is often a Deputy Head's responsibility, and
so it was here throughout Stephen’s time. He divided his
eight years almost equally between the two Headmasters
who worked with him. Jim Graham dubbed him ‘young
Mr. Sibford’ , following the affectionate nick-name given
to Stephen’s predecessor, Ken Francis, known as ‘Mr.
Sibford’. The epithet was accurate in that there was hardly
an area of school life in which Stephen’s influence could
not be perceived. He also took upon himself the complex
task of constructing a school timetable, initially in company
with one or two colleagues, but latterly taking on the
challenge almost single-handed. Well, not quite, because
one of his many computers was always at hand, either
plugged in or on his knees. Indeed the affection with
which he was permanently experimenting with these toys
was a particularly endearing feature.



But what about the classroom? In his years at the school,
Stephen taught Mathematics and Humanities, but often
took up other subjects as and when the need arose. He
also managed to spend one day a week for one academic
year taking the RSA course in Dyslexic Teaching at
Evesham. This reflected his growing interest in and
sympathy with dyslexic children, and after he qualified,
Stephen became an active member of the Dyslexic
Department, where his often idiosyncratic spelling
endeared him especially. On the sports field, nothing was
too much trouble or an impossible challenge for him:
cricket, soccer, umpiring, refereeing, not to mention his
annual tour de force as inspiring commentator on Sports
Day, where he would ensure that those coming in at the
end of a race received just as much applause as those
who had already arrived.

In many ways, moments such as those were the hallmark
of Stephen’s Deputy Headship: always a supporter of the
underdog, a champion of those to whom life had dealt a
raw hand, in Stephen they would find a spokesman of
unequalled energy. Countless must be the children who
have felt that after meeting Stephen Bunney they were in
fact somebody, and this is an achievement that | know
they will cherish throughout their lives. | suspect that it
lies at the heart of Stephen’s Quakerism, and certainly it
was a subject on which he often ministered in Meeting at
school.

If anyone had tried to write a job description of Stephen’s
role with hindsight, it would have been of encyclopaedic
length. Liz, by her tolerance and understanding, made
much of this possible. As well as being extremely active in
her own profession as Health Visitor, she gave Stephen
considerable support in his work at the school, and their
home was often open to staff and pupil visitors alike. In
factfamily and school seemed almost inseparable for the
Bunneys, as Stephen’s father George remains School
Treasurer and a senior member of the School Committee,
having held the post now for several years. It was a great
joy for everyone in the community, when in 1993 the
Bunney twins William and Rosanna arrived safely. From
then on, one of the new sights on campus was that of Liz
- or indeed occasionally Stephen too - striding along the
paths as they wheeled the babies round for some fresh
air, or to watch a cricket match. (Given the family history
of involvement in cricket, it is highly likely that both the
children will one day make their mark in the sport.)

Finally the time came when he and Liz felt that they
should be moving on. The arrival of their family may have
led them to think that a new chapter was opening, but
once the decision had been made, it did not take Stephen
long to obtain his new post as Head of Boarding at De
Aston School in Market Rasen, Lincolnshire. Although it
may not be quite the Yorkshire setting that they had once
had in mind for their next move, | have no doubt that they
will bring enormous happiness and fun to that fortunate
community. Stephen has made a conscious decision to
concentrate for the next stage of his life and career on that
aspect of school life which, as we know, held a particular
attraction for him. There is much work to be done
promoting and developing boarding after the massive
upheaval caused by both the recession and rapid changes
in the social perception that it has received. Stephen will
once again be a fine representative of the virtues of
boarding education. We all can imagine how much the
Bunneys will enrich the new community of Market Rasen,
just as we all already know how much we miss them here.

We wish them both, and William and Rosanna, many
happy years in their new environment, much success and
satisfaction at work and as they watch their family grow,
and may God's blessing go with them.

JOHN DUNSTON

ANDREW CHOWNE 1984 - 1994

After 10 years and 52 classes, it’s time to say goodbye. 10
years is not so long - it just seems it to me. After all, my
associationwiththe school began in 1974 when my brother
started at Sibford.

As | look back through my old mark books | find 3 favourite
classes. The 1988 leavers (set 1) were exceptional. They
took the last ‘O’ level in November 87 and then the first
GCSE in June 88. Charlotte Bewsher, Imogen Crofts, Neil
Dymott, Wendy Imonioro, Nadja Krohnert, Mark Meadows,
Wendy and Gillian Perkins, Emma Rivers, Graham Stewart,
Ben Taylor, Michelle Wood and the rest. Where are you
now? | still have your pen - but the Cointreau is gone!

The leavers 1992 (set 2) | especially enjoyed teaching.
Andrew Campbell, Susannah Day, Beena Dean, Sarah
Evans, Giles Gale, Andrew Gough, Samantha Payne, Ben
Stratton-Woodward, Michael Thomson, Katy Tuthill,
Elizabeth Wilson and the rest. Some went sailing with me,
some played football and some went camping. Where are
you now?

The leavers 1995 (set 1) - Year 11 this year. | know where
you are. Greg Austin, Judith Cave, Jennifer Chou, Laurence
Colegrave, Ben Colman, Tim Davey, Theresa Jack, Lynne
Mather, Ellen Salway, Jonathan Snow, Mollie Tustian,
Erlend Webb and the rest. Thankyou for the goodboy
sweeties, Mollie and Lynne. Look after the calculator,
Jonathan. Thankyou Theresa. And Ben - | forgive you for
unspringing my bed. Good luck in June.

| have enjoyed doing many activities other than teaching
Maths during the 10 years. Sailing the Lorne Leader (a 100
ft Brixham Trawler) around Mull - even with a broken
cheekbone - was a highlight. Equal with going to America
with JonathanRobinson and the football team. Chartering
two 40 ft yachts in Poole Harbour was a real experience -
especially with the lifeboat being called out! Read back
copies of the Sibford Magazine for the full stories to the
above.

I have been lucky enough to go on a few activities weeks
organised by Andy Newbold. Fairthorne, Fairthorne,
Fairthorne, Lake District, Lyme Regis, France and the Lake
District. They are excellent weeks, hard work but very
worthwhile. Have a good time in the Lake District next
year.

The Sailing Club, Football teams and more recently the
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme have given me many
happy, precious, moments. As did living in Nansen as
assistant for two years. Watching a programme on the
aftermath of a nuclear war with the 5th form - Paul
Johnson, Chris Woodetcis arguably the mosteducational
2 hours | have spent.

The Staff have already heard my goodbye speech - but |
would like to give some special thank-yous. Jim Graham
for introducing me to Lisa, Tony and Jeanette Skeath for
looking after me in Nansen. The Maths Department: Dave
Goodwin, Frank Cookson, Mike and Jenny Wollerton,
Gareth Jeremy, Diane Grey, Rolie Clarke and Derek Wyeth.
Dave and Tony again for coming sailing with me for so
many years - and coping so well with the lifeboat. Andy
Newbold (and family - Tim Peter and Gill) for all those
special moments on the activities weeks, D of E’s and
Childrens Camp - and helping with the crossword!

Goodbye Sibford
Andy Chowne



SHIRLEY CHOWNE

Shirley Chowne’s twenty one years at Sibford span a
wide-ranging and substantial contribution to School life.
For example a recent major task of Shirley’s was
undertaken as Appeal Secretary working for Paul
Frampton, who voluntarily devoted much of eighteen
months to the appeal. The result is the Sports Hall which
opened in January 1991.

Together Paul and Shirley helped and encouraged Friends
to raise £750,000, an achievement we all enjoy the benefits
of now, and which generations will also do in future.

However, Shirley’s Sibford life has not been confined to
an 8.30 to 5.15 routine. Her family connections with the
School run deep too. David Chowne is an old scholar and
Andrew, Shirley’s oldest son and David’s brother, was
until last year Sibford’s Head of Maths. Lisa, Shirley’s
grandson Robert’s mother, was until recently Sibford’'s
Senior Mistress. Lisa and her husband Andy met as
teachers here.

Lisa’s father-in-law Derek has not escaped the Sibford
connection! The escapement (or other technical bit) of the
Hill clock has been a perplexity for some time now and we
have been very grateful for Derek’s patient search for the
best way to get the clock to keep time without giving up
on the marvellously simple and compact mechanism
behind the huge dial by installing an electric motor.

Retirement is most unlikely to sever Shirley’s links with
Sibford - no doubt, instead, their compass will continue to
expand; Quo volo vagor!

ROSALEEN CLARK

Sadly, no sooner had we welcomed Rolie to Sibford last
year, in the pages of the magazine, than she had to leave
us shortly afterwards. She made a full contribution to the
school teaching Maths part-time, and we wish her well in
her future.

DIANE GREY

Diane Grey is leaving Sibford after four terms with us to
return to industry, her first love.

Sibford is fortunate in being the school which benefitted
from Diane’s cheerful, hardworking and direct presence,
both in the classrooms and the staffroom, as well as on
school trips out. Our loss really is industry’s gain. Good
luck, Diane!

JANICE JOHNSON

Janice joined Sibford on a temporary appointment and is
now no longer teaching with us. We are grateful for the
energy she gave to the school and are pleased to report
that we shall remain in touch with her through the Society
of Friends in Banbury and through the Association of
Teachers and Lecturers, on whose Executive she serves
for Oxon.

GIDEON HEDLEY

Gideon, the son of Stuart and Evonne Hedley of Lister
House, has left Sibford after serving here for two years as
a resident student and then as Care Assistant to begin
training as a paramedic with the Ambulance Service. It
had long been Gideon’s wish to join one of the emergency
services, and now that he has been accepted, all the
schoolcommunity wishes him great success and fulfilment
in his chosen career. Every time we see a mobile phone,
we think of him!
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CAROLYN LOVEJOY

After 91/2 years in the school, working in the laundry
initially and then as House Staff and Care Assistant in
Nansen Girls and latterly the Manor, Carolyn has left
Sibford to train as an assistant manageress with the new
Sainsbury’s store in Banbury. Her son, Andrew, completed
his GCSEs here inthe summer of 1994 and is now studying
in the town, where the family will live. The school
community will miss Carolyn, who always gave generously
of herself, and we wish much happiness and good luck to
her and to Ron, her husband, in the future.

GILL MANTHORPE

Gill was with us for six years at Sibford, joining us from
Banbury Technical College to take over the running of
Fielding House and to organise the Care Course in the
Sixth Form. Gill at once made her mark in the House by
filling it with plants, flowers, pictures and laughter. This
was greatly appreciated by all those in the House.

Recent years have seen considerable changes in post-
GCSE education, and during this period Gill’s experiences
helped the school implement its own changes successfully.
Vocational education became the distinctive hall mark of
sixth form education at Sibford.

Later, Gill became Head of Sixth Form and under her we
introduced the Certificate of Pre-Vocational Education,
followed by the Diploma of Vocational Education, in our
curriculum. Her background in further education provided
an excellent grounding for the implementation of these
courses and gave us a link between school and college.

Gill has now become Teacher Training Co-Ordinator at
Tile Hill College in Coventry, and we all wish her every
success in her new work. We wish the whole family, Gill,
Paul, Emma and Tom, much happiness in the future as
they settle down in Sibford Ferris, where they have chosen
to settle.

Thank you , Gill.

IN MEMORIAM
JODY SHARP 1977 - 1994

“He so loved the country”




HOUSE REPORTS

FIELDING

There have been many memorable experiences shared in
Fielding over the last school year. We function on a two-
yearly cycle, a new intake of students arriving to replace
the leavers. The Upper Sixth have to deal with the changes
- the loss of old friends, many of them particularly close,
and assume, to a degree, leadership roles. The process of
adjustment is both challenging and exciting.

Like any house or home the day-to-day functions and
structures can seem monotonous but sharing a home
with 30 other young people has so many enjoyable and
pleasant moments, such as pool games, cushion fights,
shared walks and music and late night chats.

It had to be Gill’'s idea to engage some of the members of
the house in the stage-management of a room change.
Imagine coming home to the house after a long day's
work experience and walking into your room only to
wonder whether you actually existed! Bed, furniture,
posters, books, every object that helped define you a

person is gone. The shock is enough to send you rushing
to the bathroom, only to discover your room is there,
accurate in every detail! Naturally, everything was moved
back, but all that effort appeared to be worth the laughter.

Kareoke is fun, and with Gill in charge everyone was no
shrinking violet! Jackie Penny was excused because of
laryngitis. And the house discovered they had some talent;
Edmund Yip, Andy Wan and Lucy Cole were all overnight
stars.

In spite of the frequent moans of the 6th Form about
being cut off from the real world and there being no
special provision for young adults in Fielding and Sibford,
the list of memorable outings mentioned seemed
considerable. Particularly memorable is the Christmas
Dinner at Pizzaland in Banbury, a ten-pin-bowling trip
with old scholars and a trip to Lazar Quest. All agreed that
the final outing to Chipping Norton to play skittles wasthe
social event of the year. It was the last outing for the 1993/
4 Fielding House student body and staff. It was good that
Stephen Bunney was able to be there so that we could
wish him well. The evening proceeded in an extremely
cheery manner but ended in a dramatic way with a
tremendous thunderstorm and a power cut. The drive
home across country in the deluge damped people’s spirits
a little but was also a final unifying adventure.

Already, this Autumn Term we are having visits and phone
calls from last year’s students, who, in spite of assuring
us that they were anxious, nay desperate to leave, seem
to be drawn back! No doubt we will see many of them on
Bonfire Night.

Peter Mace
Jackie Penny

GILLETT HOUSE

Andy Glover started last year’s report by saying that
Gillett was ‘back in business’, and how true Andy'’s
statement was. The boys and staff soon settled into a
routine and the house soon became a second home for
the boys and a home for me. ‘It feels homely’: not my
words, but the words of the many visitors we have had to
Gillett over the year, and time after time the same words
and the same term, ‘homely’, This is due largely to the
boys who have gone out of their way to make everyone
feel welcome and a part of the House.

Johnny Cowan practising his survival skills outside
Gillett - you never know when, on the long walk up to
The Hill, you may find yourself stuck for months in the
snow!!

Gillett is like a large family and like any family we have
our ups and downs; sometimes the plans we made at the
beginning of last year came true and others didn’t. Plans
to build our own darkroom never developed, so we started
the garden instead but due to lack of green fingers that
too hasn‘t been finished, but our re-decoration programme
has been going well with the help of the boys and press-
ganged members of staff. We have finished the common
room and entrance hall, the kitchen has had a number of
improvements made to it over the past year and we have
on-going plans for refurbishing our games room.

Thanks to the generosity of some parents a number of the
improvements have been made possible. We have
received over the past year a snooker and table-tennis
table, rugs and settees for our common room and even a
stereo unit. | would like to say a very big thank-you to
those parents for theirsupportand | hope that many more
parents and friends of Gillett will feel able to help usin the
same way in the years to come.

It is at this point | want to mention the staff team we have
in the house. Alison Pearce the House Assistant has been
a driving force in keeping the house on track throughout
the year, and | look forward to working with her for many
years tocome. Andy Glover was our Housemaster for the
first year and under his leadership the House became
what it is today, a happy and safe environment to live and
play in, so many thanks to him also for making my first
year at Sibford such a good one. And a thank-you also to
the attached staff for all their support; Andrew Newbold,
Karen Turburfield and our newest colleague, Simon
Dakeyne. | hope his time at Sibford is a happy one.

During the last year we have held a variety of house
events including a trip to Lasar Quest and two BBQs, one

James Tsai playing pool.



Simon Hawkins and Chris Freeman making the most of
their spare time.

in Sibford’s wet season (flaming June?) with Mark Davis
and Jeseda Kiatnawanand holding umbrellas over my
head so | could finish cooking, and the other in blazing
sunshine with the School’s very expensive gas bar-b-Q
which came without any instructions. So on the advice of
an unnamed boy, | used charcoal to cook with. | understand
my mistake now and | hear they are still trying to scrape
burnt pieces of sausage off it.

It just remains for me to say good-luck to Gillett's old
scholars in all they do, and to wish that all in Gillett have a
successful and fun year.

Paul. J. Ludlow

LISTER BOYS' HOUSE

Our Jumble Sale held on Open Day in support of E.C.G.
School, Kpassa, Ghana, raised £300, and £200 of this has
been sent out along with photographs, letters, magazines
as our contribution towards its continuing success and
development. We are looking forward to hearing from the
pupils and teachers again soon and we thank all who
contributed in any way to our fund-raising scheme.

Our House Council which has run since 1982 continues to
be a successful vehicle for listening to students needs and
ideas and develops a sense of co-operative responsibility
and involvement in decisions concerning the welfare of
everyone living in Lister. This year the secretary is John
Matthews and decisions have already been taken to update
our stereo system, make a positive effort to continue to
improve our garden areas and maintain lists and requests
for maintenance routines.

We are about to enjoy the benefits of a new heating
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system which has been long overdue. The electric fans
have been removed having toiled timelessly but
inefficiently since 1962 to be replaced by storage heaters
which now give us a pleasant ambient heat all the time
instead of short bursts of comfort. All areas of the House
will be warm enough for pleasant and creative activities
to take place and we have now reached our target of 35
beds allowing an activity space in each dormitory area, an
aim which we began last year.

Gideon Hedley has left us after two years, the last one as
Care Assistant, to begin his Paramedic training with
Oxfordshire Ambulance Service and it is reported that he
has thoroughly enjoyed his first few months in his new
career. Paul Rae has joined us as our new Care Assistant
from Penn and he has already shown that he has much to
offer all of us in organising pupils’ routines, welfare and
activities in a friendly and generous manner. We look
forward to a long and happy association together.

Ben Colman is our new House Captain ably supported by
three Deputies this year: Tim Davey, Bart Kerswell and
Daniel Oates. This promises to be another positive, amiable
and constructive year led by an able group of senior boys.

Stuart Hedley

MANOR HOUSE

The atmosphere in the Manor has changed in many ways
since the beginning of the new school year.

Now we have said goodbye to last year’'s 5th years and
warmly welcomed the new 1st years, the house is smaller
and slightly quieter, but no less manic.

This year the Manor has agreed to support and raise
funds for Cancer Research and we hope it will be as
successful as our last charities.

The return of Janet Gregory, with new help from Diane
Howes, has brought smiles to the faces of Manor Boarders.

Allthe girls in the Manor would like to take this opportunity
to renew their thanks to Lesley Norton and Carolyn Lovejoy
as well as welcoming the new Deputy Heads. We all hope
this year will be as successful as the last.

Judith Cave - Year 11

This year we see fewer girls boarding in the Manor, which
for the girls is a bonus as it means more space for them.
Financially it's not such good news. Our aim this year is to
improve the social side of our house, and we have lots of
exciting ideas in the pipeline, some of which we hope to
fulfil within this coming year. The Manor staff would like
to welcome all the new girls who have settled into
boarding-school life very quickly; here are some of their
views of their first few weeks in the Manor.

“l was really homesick when | came to this school, but
now | have made some good friends. | find weekly boarding
has helped me settled in.”

“The Manor is a place of fun and freedom, even though
we have to go to bed the same time as Orchard Close.”

“l enjoy the Manor. We do a lot more, but you have to
make more of your spare time because you have more
responsibilities. | want to stay a long time because | enjoy
it.”

“I think Sibford is a nice school. The Manor is great. | like
my dorm and my new friends. | also like all the sport.”



“l like the Manor because | have more free time. The
Manor is homely and totally different to Orchard Close
and it is not so bad having to go to bed at the same time as
Orchard Close.”

Well, those are some of the views of the new-comers. All
very positive, which makes the staff feel very good. Long
may it last!

Carolyn Lovejoy
Lesley Norton

ORCHARD CLOSE BOARDING HOUSE

The year in Orchard Close began with sixteen boarders.
The mix of half established and half new children proved
beneficial to the community .

As the full boarders attend school within the environs of
Orchard close it was thought to be beneficial for a varied
weekend programme of off-campus activities to be
provided. Even on the coldest weekends, in the middle of
winter, an effort was made to get out and about. The cries
of “Do we have to?” invariably changed to “Can we come
again?” or “That was great!”.

In-house “mini discos”, with flashing torches, proved fun
on Saturday evenings.

Highlights of the weekends were visits to Adventure
playgrounds. Bourton-on-the-Water and The Slaughters
continued to be popular places for exploring river beds in
wellingtons.

This September, four of the boardersremained to welcome
eight new residents, plus a new matron, Beth Banning.
They have settled quickly with the help of James Bond,
Gail Mills, Phil Mendl and Dorothy Griffiths, the attached
staff in Orchard Close.

This group of boarders also love the outdoors and sport.
As soon as the light evenings came, “The Piece” was
used constantly by the children. They have enjoyed
rounders, cricket and a variety of games in this lovely
open space behind Orchard Close. Since this current term
commenced weekend visits have already been made to
Burford Wildlife Park, the Oasis, Swindon and Moreton
Arboretum.

Finally my fears last year were that | would gain a family
as Tamsin acquired more and more “house brothers” and
"house sisters”. In fact | have lost a daughter to the
Boarding House. Recently a new pupil was heard to ask,
“"Why does Tamsin sometimes go into Mrs. Young's
house?”

Elizabeth Young

PENN HOUSE

Creature comforts continue to be a feature of our rolling
programme of improvements to the House this year. With
more space in a number of the dormitories, it has been
possible to create more of a “bed sit” feel to them. The
generosity of our parents has also led to the appearance
of new furniture, new books for our House library, and a
substantial amount of food for consumption at our end of
year barbecue.

Bruno Haward made a very good job of House captain,
remaining calm and reliable throughout. He is succeeded
by Jon-Paul Hewick who has already shown the signs of
leadership and responsibility for which he was chosen.
We hope for great things from Johnny Snow as his deputy

and from Paul Roberts as he takes charge of the House
sporting activities.

On a sporting note, it was gratifying to see that Penn has
maintained its tradition of success on the games field,
despite, perhaps, the armchair rugby playing nature of its
Housemaster! We continued to score decisive victories in
a variety of sports and after-match parties became quite a
feature on winning days.

We were enormously grateful for the dedication and
involvement of Paul Rae and Martin Gulliford as Care
Assistant and Third Man, respectively. They have left their
mark on the House, and many boys are grateful for their
support and friendship.

This year we welcome Andrew Belcher and Tony Skeath
to the House staff team. Their experience in boarding care
will, | am sure, prove invaluable.

Our Thursday House Meetings for Worship have been a
regular source of inspired thought, each providing
fascinating insight and illumination on a wide variety of
topics. To all the contributors and to everyone who has
helped Pennto continue thisyear as an enjoyable “home-
away-from-home” - thank you.

Mike Spring

LEAVING SIBFORD.

It seems impossible to describe what it really means to
me. EVERYTHING, would probably be the easiest answer.
The truth is, although | drove away from the little crowd
gathered outside the Manor on a summer’s day almost
six months ago; it wasn’t then that realisation dawned.
Then, | could only imagine the incredible feeling of
loneliness and insecurity that would slowly envelop me
throughout the following months. As | cried then, it was
only for the friends | had so recently left; | was unable to
grasp the true implications of what was happening to me.

Change is difficult, | am told. | don’t agree. It's not the
changethathurts, it'scoming to terms with it. For once in
my life, lhad no choice. | had calmly and rationally decided
my future and my sense had made it clear to me what |
had to do. The logic of the situation just made it harder.
Although, that night, and for weeks after, the tears
streamed down my face as | thought of what | had left
behind, this was only the tip of the iceberg in terms of
what | must overcome. It felt as though | was leaving
behind a way of life. It meant so much to me, | wasn’t sure
| could do it.

As | made my first journey to Sibford on a grey, rainy day
in September 1990, | felt alone and afraid. | had little
knowledge of what lay ahead of me. | was quiet and shy,
with only a long family history at Sibford to recommend
me, but still people were friendly and the atmosphere
seemed to welcome me and draw me in.

As | was led to the dorm, by the friendly housemistress, |
saw Clare, who was also new. We helped each other
through the first few days and celebrated our youth
together for the next few years. Clare, Lisa and | joined
forces againstthe world. They introduced me to happiness,
insanity, excitement and true friendship. | haven‘t been so
close to anyone before or since.

The fifth year was amazing. We had reached the height of
maturity and independence, or so they told us! Yes, we
were independent but we enjoyed every moment,
becoming more immature with exam stress. | just didn’t
think the exams would happen, but soon everything we
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had been working towards for the last two years was
over. Some months before, the whole of our year had
begun to respect each other and enjoy each other’s
company. We knew that these were people we might
never see again. The thing about boarding school is that
you get so close to people and get to know them so well.

There was a huge build-up to the end of term. We relaxed
after the exams, looking forward to the long holiday that
would follow. It didn’t seem real, though, as we counted
the few days we had left and exchanged sad glances. | felt
as though | was on the edge of my life, looking down.
After Sibford, nothing seemed definite. Sibford was our
life. Surely it went on forever? What would we do
otherwise? But already our year were leaving in dribs and
drabs. Desperate to maintain our school connections, we
signed up for Kid’s Camp, Old Scholars’, and arranged to
meet for afinal D. of E. expedition in the summerholidays.

‘No more running up the hill, late for breakfast’, | began.
The others joined in. It brought tears to our eyes as the
memories came flooding back to us, but it was the only
way.

‘No more creeping around the corridors at night’

‘No more tramping through the mud to get to Meeting on
Sundays’

‘No more lying on the field in summer’

‘No more being juvenile on the swings after tea’
‘No more water fights’, from Clare,

‘No more begging for extensions on prep’

‘No more writing letters in Science’

‘No more gossiping in maths’, from Lisa,

‘No more Banbury Leave!’

‘No more dossing, or crude jokes in Foot & Nut.’
‘No more speeches in Morning Meeting’

‘No more printing-out at 2 a.m., Clare!’

The list was endless. It should have been. Sibford
comprised our lives, well, 94.9% of them! We said
emotional goodbyes to the few teachers who were still
around, clearing up the Hill after Open Day, and headed
off for the partying that was to follow, that night. We
wanted to leave Sibford with as many good memories as
possible.

Sibford has given me so much; security, a home, an

. education, great friends and a huge sense of belonging

and enthusiasm for life. | don’t miss these things - | still
have them with me, now. | hope I've given something
back, too. God knows, | owe it. What | have to do now is to
learn to use what | have. There IS life after Sibford, but it’s
even better to take Sibford with you when you go. That's
what I've realised in writing this.

After reading this to Paul, he said to me, “You have to
send it to Sibford. Some people just don’t appreciate
what a great place it is”.

I don’t think anyone realises just what they have until it's
gone.

By Naomi Cordiner.
Year 11 1992-93

A SCHOOLBOY'S LETTER HOME

Philip Tsui sent this letter home during the year. His
father thought we might like a translation.

1. Dear Father, Mother and Sister, how are
you?

2. You told me you would write to me, but |
haven’t received any letter yet!

3. Anyway, have you met the Headmaster?

4. | need to do an Art project based on
drawing the Chinese dragon!

5. | have only three school days this week.

6. It is because | went to a picnic on Tuesday
and learned driving on Thursday. | was
having fun!

7. lhave bought three pairs of shoes, one pair
each for mother, father and sister. Of
course, | will get the money back for them!

8. When mother goes to Canada, please ask
her to bring back my swimming goggles,
which | put in a little box on the bookshelf in
my bedroom.

9. 0.K.Wish you all the best. Please pay the

regular visit to grandma and give her my
regards.

10. Bye bye!! The end.
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AROUND THE CAMPUS

DEPARTMENT OF ART AND DESIGN

During the year the department has continued to diversify
the menu on offer to our students. With the additional
help of Lesley Norton and Penny Spring, the Art experience
of the junior years has been both exciting and varied.
Projects have ranged from the design of plates for
childrens’ picnics to the full-scale architectural plans for a
luxury home. Some interesting designs emerged from
the challenge to design a lino-cut book plate based on
studies of Swiss Cheese plants. Other junior projects have
included modelling facemasks from plaster bandage,
designing the paintwork for a mobile playgroup bus, re-
creating Roman mosaics, carving medieval-style
gargoyles, making stained glass windows as well as carrier
bags for High Street shops.

The G.C.S.E. groups have, once again, produced excellent
results in the summer examinations with almost 100%
receiving grades A to C, and Leo White being awarded
Sibford’s only ‘A star’ grading. Examination submissions
varied widely in style and medium - a feature of our work
which always attracts the notice of moderators or other
visitors to our exhibitions. There was some beautiful work
in paint by such students as Sophie Rogers and Tara
Kennedy, while Jenny Taylor's weaving was extremely
competent and creative. Visitors to the exhibition could
not fail to be drawn by Edward Robinson’s witty
assemblages, nor by Leo’s large drawings and ‘seashore’
mobile. Phillip Tsui produced some fascinating work on
the history of the Chinese Dragon, and Katie Jamison's
group of witches with attendant goblin was eye-catching.
In studying the lives and works of well-known artists,
Ruth James and Bruno Haward produced superb projects,
celebrating the work of Auguste Macke and Bridget Riley,
respectively.

In Year 10 there has been some pleasing work following
our explorations of the forms of certain fruit and
vegetables. ‘Motherhood’ has proved to be a popular and
stimulating coursework theme, giving rise to some good
painting and some sensitive carvings. Particularly
memorable was Jessie Kenna's delicately-modelled study
of pregnancy.

We achieved a 100% pass rate at ‘A’ level with sculptural
work of very differing styles from George Bayraktar and
Simon Ingham. Their personal studies of Shona Stone
Sculpture and the work of Henry Moore respectively
provided valuable focus to their work.

We have established an excellent link with industry in the
form of Durox Building Supplies of Essex who manufacture
the expanded cement blocks which we use for teaching
carving skills. They have recognised the educational
potential of their products and have supplied Sibford at a
generous reduction, and deliver the blocks free of charge.
We, in return, send the company photographs of our work
in their stone.

| have been enormously grateful to Penny and to Lesley
Norton for their help and expertise in the teaching of our
students. The new textiles syllabus which has brought
another dimension to the Art and Design experience has
been awelcome development, and | look forward to further
collaborations.

Michael Spring
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BUSINESS STUDIES DEPARTMENT

The Business Centre has certainly been well used by a
variety of students and staff, and | feel has achieved the
desired effect and atmosphere with which it was designed.
Fourteen(14) students had come to the end of their GCSE
teaching in Year 11 and had entered for 2
examinations(70%) along with 1 piece of coursework (30%),
while 30 other students who had embarked on their first
year of study in year 10 were beginning to realise exactly
what was involved for studies at this level.

The Sixth form vocational group ( 10 students in total) had
also come through in relation to their vocational interest
in Business Administration. All of the above students | hope,
have benefited from their time of study within the centre.

Successes were achieved at GCSE and also 100% passes
for year 13 students, who were awarded their City and
Guilds Diploma of Vocational Education in preparation
for their next stage in life. It was a real pleasure to see
Lionel Morrison, Ben Perkins, Kristoffer Oiestad, Grace
Mo and James Clubb, moving on with success into further
programmes of study/work within the Business field.
Another pleasure was seeing Amonn Al-Mahrouq achieve
his Diploma also, within 1 year only, and then deciding to
stay at Sibford for a further 2 years of Business Studies at
GNVQ Advanced level.

One of the major highlights for me and the students was
the trip to Prague (mentioned last year in the early planning
stages), and | have to say thank-you to Sean Kenny,
Michael Burke, and Rebecca Farmer along with all the
Sixth form students who made the trip so memorable. We
certainly had 5 full days - “mixing business with pleasure”
and for me personally it will always have a special place in
my memory.

The following extracts are from Amonn’s log, which he
kept as part of his portfolio evidence, and | would like to
share them with you, as well as some photographs to
commemorate our time in this wonderfully interesting
city.

Pam Gibson

BUSINESS STUDIES TRIP TO “PEARL OF
EUROPE” — CZECH REPUBLIC

My 17th birthday, brilliant — going to make sure that |
have a super day. Hang on, just remembered, Prague
Business Trip, ah, that means up at the crack of dawn,
2a.m. tomorrow morning! Maybe not so good after all!

Saturday 12. 2. 94.

The journey to the airport was fantastic, hardly a car on
the road. The majority of our group slept all the way. | am
far too excited. We arrived at London, Heathrow at 6a.m.
still far too early for some of us! Eventually, we all boarded
and finally took off at 7.40a.m. WHEW! What a relief.

Breakfast was very welcome. | really must commend the
Czech Airline on their food, which was superb! We all
moved our watches forward an hour and settled down to
catch up on some of our missed sleep. At 10.30a.m. we
started our long, slow descent into Prague Airport. A
small, | mean small, coach was waiting to whisk us off to
the Kosik Hotel. It was built entirely of concrete, eight
stories high and sitting right in the middle of nowhere, not
a very pretty sight. Once inside, however, my impression
soon changed. It was lovely and warm and the staff seemed
extremely friendly. | shared a room with David; it was
clean, with a washbasin and shower.



Sunday 13.2.94.

Up by 8a.m. and down to breakfast. The restaurant was
basic but the food was not too bad. There was a fairly
wide choice, fried eggs, (ugh!) bacon, bread, jam, cake,
coffee, tea, apple juice, at least | think that is what it was
meant to be! Today, we have a guided tour of Prague.
First stop, The Castle, Seat of the President. It stands high
above the city, on a large hill. The River Vitava winds its
way far down below. | could really feel why Smetana was
so moved to compose his music as a tribute to his
wonderful country. It was all just so beautiful, idyllic! The
Castle dates back to the 7th century and is made up of a
complex of many ancient churches and buildings. We
watched the changing of the guard. My heart went out to
the band, it was absolutely freezing. How they managed
to play | just don’t know! Do they know where their
fingers are | asked myself. Onto St. Vitus Cathedral. This
was one of my most breathtaking experiences ever! It was
absolutely beautiful. The stained glass windows were
something | will never forget. We saw treasures from
King Charles IV Collection, including his crib. Some of the
walls were covered in precious and semi-precious stones.
All the Country’s historic treasures are housed here. The
Cathedral was very well preserved and cared for. Yana,
our friendly Czech guide made our tour very interesting
and spoke excellent English.

Monday 14.2.94.

2p.m. We have an appointment with the Commercial
Secretary, at the British Embassy. I'm really looking
forward to it. We were warmly welcomed and ushered
into a large Conference room. The Secretary emphasised
their main role was to assist British Businesses export
their goods to the Czech Republic. He said that Prague
was changing rapidly, moving forward all the time.
Germany and Austria are investing in the Republic as are
British Gas and Bass Brewery. The Environment is at
present a very big issue with the people here. The Czech
Government is very strong, although it has its problems.
The people want to see more privatisation of companies
and free markets. Barclay’s Bank is evident here. Credit
cards are just beginning to be introduced, although cash
is still preferred to cheques. Watch out! Pickpockets are
rife throughout the city, so take care!

Tuesday 15.2.94.

Yet another early start and busy day. A visit to Kaucuk
Chemical Refinery. We were met at the plant by a guide
who told us that the Czech Republic is known as “The
Pearl Of Europe”. Last year 100,000 tons of plastic was
produced here. They have their own power plant on site
which supplies all the power to Prague. Isotopes and
crude oil are produced mainly here. The Refinery is hoping
to build a pipeline to Russia from where it imports all its
raw fuels. In 1999 they hope to connect with Arab and

Charles Bridge over Vitava River

St. Vitus Cathedral

German pipelines. There is a large research department
and the Refinery is very advanced. | enjoyed the visit and
found it very interesting. | was impressed with the
cleanliness and general running of the plant.

Wednesday 16.2.94.

Today we have a visit to the Staropramen Brewery at
11a.m. Hooray, no ne