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It must be seventy degrees in the shade. Above the heavily leafd trees on 
the "New Road" to the Hill the cloudless sky is a beautiful cornflower blue. 
Through the heat haze I'm sure I can see the outline of Broadway Tower 
on the western horizon, over fifteen miles away. A pair of wood pigeons 
are calling to each other from a clump of trees where the old pavillion used 
to stand in tne field beyond the dining hall. The harvest is in full swing, 
and from the field across the valley above the old pumping station the 
sound of the great yellow harvest wafts up on the Summer breeze. The 
seasons turn and the face of Sibford may change a little, but the soul of 
the place is the same, I feel sure, as it ever was. 

Everyone who joins and leaves Sibford, pupils or teachers, draws 
something from the place and gives of him or herself in return. Thus the 
school is a living organism, growing and adapting to the changing times, 
but it is the soul of Sibford which grateful Old Scholars the world over will 
recall, as I perhaps will do in years to come, on such a Summers day as 
this. 

Front cover - J. Spence Hodgson, First SOSA President 1 904 
Back cover - The Manor, 1 89 1  
Editorial - Sib ford Gower duckpond 1 907 

Michael Spring 



H EAD G IRLS 

R uth Sha rpe is in her second year at Sibford. She joined 
Fielding from Woolmer H i l l  Secondary School in Surrey. 
R uth is studying for two A levels in French and Art. 
Although she would not describe herself as a sporty 
person she has, since arr iv ing at Sibford, d iscovered a n  
aptit ude for hockey. Working with the Fie ld ing Players 
R uth has stage-managed th is  year's first major production. 

After next S u m mer's exams she intends to take a year off 
working and travel l i ng' in France before retu rning to 
continue her studies at Art Col lege. 

V i rginia Dom men was born in London three h u ndred years 
after the death of Rembrandt. She came to Sibford in the 
Sixth Form, having previously been ed ucated i n  Geneva. 
S he made the move because there was not a suitable 
equiva lent to A level Art in Switzerland.  Apart from 
F rench, which is Virginia 's second subject, she is a n  
enth u siast ic  games player, part icu la rly interested in 
trampolin ing  which she has ta ken u p  s i nce coming to 
Sibford. 

Virgin ia has found the atmosphere here very fr iendly and 
she has been pleased to  discover that  Oxfordsh i re has  
such bea ut ifu l  countryside. 

H EAD BOY 

Cary Parsons is  in his seventh year at Sibford. He is taking 
the new A Level Theatre Stud ies course and a lso working 
for his Advanced Typewriting qua lificat ion.  Cary's i nterests 
incl ude drama, swi m m ing and trying to stay upr ight on 
water-skis .  H i s  enth usiasm for cooking led him to com p i le 
the Sibford Cook Book and he has been involved i n  most of 
the recent school theatrical productions. 

After this year Cary hopes to continue his stage tra i ning at 
Dra ma School with a view to making a career in the 
theatrical business. 

Welcome 
FRAN lEAVER 

Fran Leaver was born in Sheffield but received a l l  her 
education and ten years of bal let train ing in B i rmingham. 

In 1 983 Fran started a com bined honou rs degree in 
History and Movement St udies at St. M ary's Col lege, 
London. During the next three years she pa rtici pated in 
many varied styles of dance 

After graduating in 1986 Fran has done various jobs, a l l  
involved in either t h e  health industry o r  t h e  da nce world. 
The high lig hts i nc l u ded performances at S u rrey U niversity 
and the Edinburgh Festiva l .  

Fran has come t o  Sibford Ferr is  with t h e  hope of 
broadening her experience of dance outside the sphere of 
performing .  

ANN DYDE 

Anne Dyde has joined the school this September to cover 
fou rth and fifth year History classes while Marion Higgins 
is on maternity leave. She w i l l  be taking some fourth and 
fifth year games. 

M rs.  Dyde is married with two children and lives in 
S u lg rave. She was educated at Easi ngwold School, North 
Yorkshire and at Leeds U niversity where she took a n  
Honours Degree i n  Eng lish and History. S he completed her 
teacher tra i n i ng at London U niversity. After qua l ify ing, 
M rs Dyde accompanied her h usband to Za mbia where she 
taught Eng l ish at a Boys' Boarding School .  S i nce 1 985 she 
worked as a supply teacher for Northampton County 
Cou ncil before bei ng appoi nted to Chenderit School, to 
teach Eng lish and History. 

After Christmas, M rs.Dyde wil l  be going abroad to join her 
h u sba nd who is working on a large Agricu l ture Project in 
Sri La n ka .  



TAM MY COTTON-JENNING S 

Tammy comes from America where she stud ied 
H u manities at San Francisco State U n i versity. In 1 984 she 
travel led to France and West Berl i n  where she p u rsued 
her i nterests in La n g uages and Art. She retu rned to San 
Francisco to take her  M a ster's Degree i n  Art  and 
Photography and then set off with her  h u sband, Car l ,  on  
an eight month t r ip  rou nd South East Asia. Dur ing  th is  
t ime she was able to i n d u lge in  her  favour ite pasti mes: 
photography, travel, reading and eat ing .  Tammy and Carl  
have now settled in Eng land and we welcome Tammy to 
the H istory Department. 

NICH OlAS H AlAFI H I  

N icholas joi ns u s  as assista nt teacher of Boys P .E .  Before 
com ing to S i bford he stud ied sports coach ing at the 
Carnegie School of Physical Education at Leeds 
Polytechnic.  Prior to th is  he had studied for his 0 & A 
levels at h is  local secondary school i n  Br id l i ngton, near 
Hull. 

Sport forms a major 
'
part of N icholas' l i fe with Rugby 

tak ing pride of place. He has played Rugby U n ion at top 
club level, but his maii'f i nterest l ies in Rugby League for 
which he recently gai ned his I nternationa l  cap agai nst 
Fra nce. He a lso enjoys basketba l l ,  cr icket and midd le­
d istance r u n ni ng. N icholas joi ns N a nsen Boys' House a s  
Assistant Housemaster. 

S I M ON ClE M ENTS 

Simon is this year's resident potter 

Farevvell 
ANN E M U IR 

It was my good fortu ne to work closely with Anne for more 
than s ix  years. Dur ing that t ime I came to appreciate her 
very rea l love for the school and concern for a l l  those who 
made up the com m u n ity. 

Anne did not a lways f ind  the tra nsit ion from a state day 
school to S i bford easy. S i bford i s  in some respects u n iq ue, 
as a re some of its problems, but she a lways sought to do 
what was best for the school and the individuals 
concerned without i n  any way comprom ising her own high 
standards. 

A met icu lous atte.ntion to deta i l  is one of her strengths. 
Most of us at some time or other wrote reports that fa i led 
to pass Anne's sharp eyes, the accuracy and precision of 
her E nglish put us to shame . . 

M usic is a n  i mportant part of Anne's l i fe. Many of us wi l l  
remember the productions of  the M i kado and H M S  
P i nafore i n  which she took part with obvious enthusiasm. 
O utside of school she s ings with the Banbury Choral 
Society. Less known perhaps, is her piano playing. Anne 
decided some years ago to improve her sta ndard of 
performa nce. L ike anyth ing she u nderta kes she has 
tackled it whole heartedly, and her progress u p  the sca le 
of exa m i n ations to an adva nced lev'e l  has proved this .  
I nc idental ly, m uch of the practice took p lace i n  the H i l l  
B u i ld ing,  f irst th ing i n  the morn ing before school. 

However I t h i n k  my abiding memory of work i ng with Anne 
i s  that i t  was a lways enjoyable and often f u l l  of fun and 
l a ug hter. Tha n k  you Anne for you r  years of service to 
S ibford. 

Ken Francis 

ANG ElA M ORT I M ER 

I n  Ju ly  we said goodbye to Angela Morti mer, one of our  
longest-serving members of  staff. 

I f i rst met Angela ten years ago when I arr ived at Sibford. 
She made me feel welcome in the Art Department, and 
proved to be a helpfu l  and congen ia l  colleague. 

M a ny S i bford students have been gratefu l  for the 
introduction to cera mics which Angela was able to g ive 
them, and for the extra hours which she was prepared to 
spend f i r ing their work and giving them encouragement. 

She is m i ssed by stydents and colleagues a l i ke. 

Maureen Mchale 



S H IRLEY ROSS 

Shirley Ross arrived a t  S i bford on New Year's Day 1968 
after a t ime of change in the department following S ister 
Wi l l iams'  long and cari ng t ime there. In her turn S h irley 
brought to the San her own very spec ia l  bra nd of cari ng 
and generations of pupi ls  with special  health problems are 
gratef u l  to her for her help and the way in which she 
chased them to ta ke very necessary medication at the 
right t ime a lthough, as chi ldren, they may have found th is  
try ing!  To a l l  she was a confida nte of  exceptiona l  
d iscretion, a most competent n urse and t o  m a n y  a very 
good friend. 

The San q u ickly beca me an ordered place of warmth and 
care where chi ldren felt secure and Staff from a l l  
departments knew t h e  kettle wou ld b e  boi l i ng for cups of 
coffee on their frequent rounds of duty. Some of us 
remember h i larious end of term parties when some of us 
were so tired we fel l  a sleep despite the noise around u s, 
and a lso those specia l  t imes when, term ended, staff 
stayed for several days sa i l i ng ,  swi m m i ng and playing 
ten n i s  together with even i ng act ivit ies often based on the 
San. S h irley 's  welcome was there for u s  al l  even when 
her own s itt ing room was the l ittle surgery - somehow it 
d idn 't matter that we were squashed in between record 
cabi nets and s i n k  and the only seat was often the 
exa m i nation couch. Those were the days before each of us 
had a television and became shut i nto our own rooms. 

When she came to S i bford Sh irley brought  with her N a ncy 
and Paul, then of j u n ior school age - each of them then 
went through S ibford to the end of the S i xth Form and 
each i s  now happi ly  married, N a ncy with three you ng 
daug hters of her own. So S ibford says goodbye to S h irley, 
th is  you ng grand mother who, to the s urprise of us a l l ,  
·reached retirement a g e  th is  sum mer. The n u m ber of 
colleag ues past and present who gathered to share a meal 
in her honour and to present her with a microwave and a 
s izeable cheq ue is proof of the respect and affection i n  
which Sh irley i s  held. We wish her every happiness as she 
starts her new venture of so cal led "Retirement". 

D. June Ellis 

OVERSEAS 
TH E HEADMASTER IN H ONG KONG . 

Torrent ia l  rai n ,  marvel lous food (much too m uch of it) and 
lovely hospita l ity are the pri nciple memories of  a l l  m y  
visits t o  Hong Kong. So i s  i t  a l l  eating and sheltering from 
the ra i n? Far from it. Chi ldren and their parents appear for 
i nterview, somet imes in f loods and somet i mes at 
tiresomely awkward i nterva ls, leaving t ime to get bored 
and not enough t ime to go and do somet h i ng else. That i s  
da ngerous beca u se a l l  o n e  c a n  do i s  go shoppi ng .  A 
certa i n  amount of that is f ine but once one has bought 
four sh irts for £1 0 one can not do it aga i n .  

The interviewi ng i s  fascinat ing.  Often it h a s  t o  b e  done 
with an i nterpreter. That a lways i ntrigues me. Why is it 
that some of my q uest ions go straight i nto Ch i nese whi le 
others seem to requ ire a m i n i - lecture? I t h i n k  id ly of 
learning to speak it myself but the week's visit  is over 
before I even buy a simple book. So I am afraid it wi l l  be 
j ust the same next t ime. 

The long fl ight home g ives more than adequate t ime for 
reflection. Th is  year 's visit  was not as successfu l  as last 
year's. That was probably beca use sterl i n g  is so strong 
that it costs even more for ch i ldren to be sent to the U . K. It 
is st i l l  wel l  worth it from the school's point  of view, and a 
pleasure for me to meet so many del ightf u l  people, and 
experience again Hong Kong 's extraord i nary bustle and 
energy. 

Jim Graham 

George Fox 

JUNIOR YEARLY M E ETING 

J u n ior Yearly Meeting is, as its name s uggests, an event 
which ta kes place a n n u al ly .  It is a gathering-together of 
representatives from every Monthly Meet i ng and Friends' 
Schools, between the ages of si xteen and eighteen.  

Each year it is held at a d i fferent Friends' school .  This year 
the Meeting was at Ackworth ,  a Qu.aker school in West 
Yorksh ire. When I arrived there, I was apprehensive as I 
am not a Quaker and the only Meet i ngs I had ever 
attended were those held i n  S ibford Gower. 

Each year the Jun ior Meeting has a theme which runs 
through the f ive days of its d uration. Th i s  year the theme 
was ' Rejection, Tolera nce, U ndersta nding and 
Acceptance' .  

Before I went to the Meeting I received information about 
it a nd a t i metable of events. One of these sections was 
reserved for d iscussion groups in wh ich we cou ld learn 
a bout one a nother and d iscuss problems of a personal 
nature.  

I n  a nother section we were g iven a choice of activit ies. I 
chose Dra ma to be on the safe side, because I was unsure 
about ' non-violent direct action' ,  and yoga was not my 
scene. We a lso had severa l spea kers who ca me from a 
variety of backgrou nds a n d  who spoke to us on various 
aspects of the theme. 

Every day we had Meet i ng for Worsh ip  which was a very 
d ifferent experience to a n y  Meet ing  I had been to before. 
Here people of my age wanted to sit in s i lence and it made 
s i lent worsh ip  mean someth ing to me. People were a lso 
prepared to sta nd up and say t h i ngs wh ich were i m portant 
to them. 

I enjoyed Jun ior Yearly Meet ing .  It gave me an opport u n ity 
to see a different aspect of Quakers and their idea ls. 

Robert Temp/eton 



Rou nd the Houses 

NANS EN BOYS 

It was good to see Mr G riffiths settling i nto the House 
commun ity and we wou ld l i ke to apologise for mak ing h i m  
work so hard that i t  took h i m  such a long t i m e  t o  pass his 
i n  the endl 
To our good fortu ne, somebody way over in the H i l l  
rea l ized that Na nsen h a d  been suffering i n  si lence (and 
cold a nd dark and danger) for many years a nd, during the 
summer hol idays, the House was tra nsformed by the 
addition of new heating, l ig ht ing and wiring systems. We 

. are especia l ly grateful  for the new bedside l ights which 
enable us to work wel l  i nto the n ight.  The new landing 
area now houses the computer Iword processi ng su ite 
a nd, together with the new music system and video 
recorder the House has been gai nfu l ly occupied. 
We have had a very successful year i n  a n u mber of areas. 
We won the Merit Cup, the Rugby Cup, the Footba l l  
Trophy, the Individual  I ntermediate and J u n ior Cross­
country cups (Mike Wi l l iams and S i mon Crapp), the 
Swim ming Trophy (specia l  thanks to R ichard Petherham, 
Nei l  Dymott and the Gir ls) and the Ath letics Cup (for the 
second year running). The House has conti nued to be 
involved i n  a n umber of fu nd-raising activities throughout 
the year. 
The School, we are su re, is  very grateful  for the contin ued 
involvement of Nansen Seniors in the running of 
Saturday- night enterta i n ments, i n  the help with the 
l ighting (g ive n to a l low the other two Houses to come f irst 
and second i n  the Eisteddfodl) and in the provision of 
technical assistance with a number of plays throug hout 
the year. The rem a i n i ng fifth form, exhausted (?) from their 
hard work during their examinations st i l l  had the energy 
left to man ufacture an enormous 'Litter-eating Monster' 
as the School's float in the Vi l lage Carn iva l .  The year 
ended on a tradit ional note with a splendid barbecue 
provided by Mr. & Mrs. McCa l lum.  

Caradoc, Piers and Geno 

LlSTER BOYS 

There has been a good deal  of work done for the House 
this year, both on a nd off the games field. It was 
disappointing, though,  that no cups came our way. Matt 
Chobkit and John H uddleston did a good job orga nising 
teams nevertheless. 
A special  tha n k  you goes to Mr.  Driffie ld, R upert's father, 
who gave a new video recorder to the House - it  has been 
i n  regular  use, and the S u nday night f i l m  has become a 
feature of the week's enterta i n ment. House fu nds went 
towards a good selection of board games this S u m mer, 
with Monopoly a nd Trivi a l  Pursuits proving most popular.  
With some financial  help from N icholas Ripper's father, 
the Lego Club has establ ished itself as a Lister-based c lub 
wh ich meets every Saturday afternoon to construct new 
models which are displayed in the showcase for the 
forthcoming week. We are grateful to Miss Taylor tor 
runn ing this activity for the j u n iors. 
The house has received a major face-l ift th is  year in the 
shape of new curtains i n  every room, a nu mber of new 
carpets and new box beds. The laundry room has cha nged 
its use, and is now a study-bedroom for the Deputy House 
Captain,  a l lowing the House Captain a room to himself. 

An enterprising scheme to raise money for a new washing 
mach i ne was undertaken by David Ham mond, Matthew 
Dean and Gavin Reeder, who organised a sponsored 
swim, and we a re very grateful for their efforts. 

We say goodbye this year to Mr.  Spring who has been our 
Assistant Housemaster si nce 1 98 1 . In January he is 
ma rrying Miss Taylor, and in September they are to 
become the first House Staff of the new J u n ior House -
Hol ly.  We are very grateful  to Mr.  Spring for a l l  he has 
done for Lister over the years, and we wish him and M iss 
Taylor good luck for their future together. 

This year's House Capta in,  Chris Webb, leaves after an 
excel lent year's leadersh ip. He has been a popular  and 
we l l - respected senior boy, and we hope that next year 
Roderick Boyd and James Nelson, h is Deputy, wi l l  follow 
the good exa mple C hris set. The year ended in fine style 
with a strawberries a nd ice-cream feast i n  the Hedleys' 
garden - it seemed to make up for not winning a ny cups! 

P ENN BOYS 

The yea r  for Penn Boys has been a n  a l l  round success. We 
have seen some dramatic cha nges to the house such as 
the i nsta l lation of a brand new tu mble drier (to date it has 
broken down five times) a nd, to the relief of the j u nior ha lf 
of the house, doors have replaced the rather i neffective 
curtains in the doorways. In a n  attempt to brighten up the 
house graffiti m u ra ls  are now displayed, a product of the 
spray can art ists i n  the 2nd, 4th and 5th years. 

The most e�.cit i ng new addition to the house was a video 
recorder and .. emote control TV. Videos in Penn especia l ly 
over the weekend, have become a tradition. A decision 
was made i n  the Spring term, to replace one rather 
decrepit snooker table and we have been fund raising ever 
si nce, raising £30 by having a patch at the FOSS car boot 
sa le. 

I n  terms of achievements we won the Eisteddfod, with our 
version of The J u ngle Book' and our d isplay cabi net is 
brim m i ng with trophies, incl uding those for basketba l l ,  
cross-country a n d  un i hockey. 

. 

At the end of last year we bid a sad farewel l  to Mr.  Pau l  
Buckland a n d  welcomed Mr Peter Agnew as the new 
assistant housemaster. We have now got used to h is  
rather u n usual  method of awaken i ng us i n  the morning by 
s ing ing a nd look forward to another year of his company. 
Last, but not least, we wou ld l i ke to thank Martin Perkins 
and Jason Wil lat for their service as joint heads of house. 

FI ELD ING 

Robert Perkins 
Carl Fisher 

Matthew Davis 

Th is year has been a fu l l  one with a lot of good th ings 
mixed in with a few bad. 

The f irst term started with many strange faces to Sibford. 
Nearly a l l  of us have been studying the new C . PVE. 
course (Certificate of Pre-vocational  Education), which 
involved a n ine-day i ntroductory module .  This meant we 
were off on educational trips around the Oxfordsh ire 
cou ntryside a nd beyond. 

In fact, to beg i n  with, the only m i nor problem was unequal  
n u mbers of boys and g irls. After we had a l l  got to know 
one a nother we began to f ind the usua l  domestic setbacks 
of l iving in very close proxi m ity to each other. Vast 
numbers of people needed to use the washi ng machine, or 
the television domi nated the common-room. 



In the past Fielding has tended to become isolated from 
the rest of the school .  To try to bridge th is  gap, we decided 
to i ntroduce ourselves to the staff and a few members of 
the fifth form on a more persona l  level .  We ach ieved th is  
by holding what we cal led a 'socia l  even i ng' .  We la id on 
l ight refresh ments to encourage people to come a nd we 
held the evenings, successfu l ly, several t i mes dur ing the 
year. 

One of the saddest moments of the year was when we 
heard the news of H i lary Thomson's death .  This curta i led 
the atmosphere of the house as we came to terms with 
not seeing her aga in .  

As the summer fina l ly arr ived many of  us brought bicycles 
back to school a nd cycled a round the i mpressive 
Oxfordshire cou ntryside. 

Most of us feel th is yea r  has been very successfu l .  We 
have ga i ned a great deal from each other, both in the 
classroom and on a socia l  level. This was h ighl ig hted 
when we learned that a l l  of us taking the C . P.V. E .  cou rse 
had reached a standard h ig h  enough for us to be awarded 
the Certificate. 

Robert Templeton 

LlSTER G IRLS 

The year in Lister G i rls '  began with great cha nges - new 
House Staff and a rather smal ler house layout. We said 
goodbye to Mrs. Chowne a nd welcomed Mrs. Lucas and 
her fam i ly. M rs Lucas' ch i ldren have brought a 'fa m i ly'  
atmosphere to the house and are very popular  with the 
g ir ls - Jeremy bei ng (s)mothered by al l  years! The house 
refurbishment and i mprovements are cont inu ing and 
ult i mately we should have very comfortable surroundings. 
We have plans to convert the study to accommodate seven 
g i rls with i nd ividual study areas. Th is  wi l l  enable us to 
a l low a l l  our Fifth Years to avai l  themselves of the 
privi lege of doing Prep i n  the House. 

In school activities we have a lot to 's ing'  about. We did 
splendidly i n  sports tha n ks to Bis i ,  G i l l  and Sacha. We 
"lose" Sa l ly Darby to the Vlth Form but she went out i n  a 
blaze of glory on Sports Day, and Caro l ine to the Mount 
School, we sha l l  m iss her sta unch and cheerful  support. In 
Catheri ne we have a certa in star of stage and E isteddfod 
to join Carol ine, despite the handicap of fau lty 
m icrophones. 

Our house outing was a great success a nd thanks go to a l l  
those w h o  worked s o  hard t o  m a ke it so. W e  s h a l l  be 
pushed to beat that next year. 

We look forward to as successfu l  and happy a year next 
year and wish P i lar, as House Capta in ,  a nd Helen, as 
Deputy, every good wish.  We expect great th ings of our 
Sports Captai ns, G i l l  and Sac ha, and Enterta inments -
Catherine - to turn us i nto superstars for the E isteddfod, 
and come through with flying colou rs, (not to say 
dragons ! ). The " Iron Lady" and "Mum" are certai n  they 
can look forward to a long and happy stay in Lister Ladies! 

Kay Goodband 

NANS EN G IRLS 

The past year in Nansen G ir ls'  comes back i n  a rush of 
whir l ing memories. There have been great changes to the 
house and its members. On a rriving back i n  September we 
found new faces i n  both pupi ls and staff. Sal ly Morf i l l  
qu ietly joined us for the year as House Assistant. 

At l ast after four years of wish i ng and waiti ng, we got a 
new washing machine with the added bonus of a 
tu mbledryer. We a lso ga i ned non stop music which floats 
melodiously up from the new Music School below. Grey 
dorm is now a bea utiful pi ne-fitted "Chambre" a nd 
"Gi lchrist" (a new additional dorm) was redecorated by the 
fourth years. 

To settle everyone i n, the fifth years held a party with pi les 
of food. We were entertai ned by E m ma Bone a nd Sarah 
Jane dancing. The fifth's chal lenge to get the house 
moving was tested greatly i n  the prod ucing of our 
E isteddford. I t  was exha usting, but we managed to come 
second. 

I n  the field of sports Nansen G i r ls has pretty wel l  taken 
the lot, w i n n i ng both the j u n ior and sen ior hockey, netba l l  
and swi m m ing.  T h e  ath letics w as  a n  amazing day, with 
cheer leadi ng and a massive banner pa i nted by Phee. This 
support, p lus the strength of Nansen G ir ls and Boys 
teams, ended i n  an overa l l  victory for the House. 

Nansen i n  past years has been a great money making 
house for charity. To carry th is  legend on one S u nday we 
held a cinema i n  our T.V. room. It was packed out. 

On the subject of food, N a nsen had a surprise pancake 
party, with a panca ke race round the house a nd of course, 
panca kes to follow. 

The end of year party was a sit down meal with a m idnig ht 
wa l k  and a swim .  

One o f  Na nsen's most successful a n d  personal t i mes was 
our  secret friend week. Each person had a person they 
secretly did n ice th ings for. I had to g ive n u merous hugs 
from people to their secret friends. Seeing people creeping 
about trying to quickly leave presents on their friends' 
beds becomes a reg u la r  scene. The feel i ng in the house 
was one of togetherness. The only person who wasn't too 
happy, being the B u rsa r as the whole of the paddock was 
str ipped of flowers for presents! 

The variation of meet i ngs on Th ursdays has ranged from 
plays, stories and games to discussion t i mes or si mply a 
place to share one's feel ings. I have enjoyed these 
meet ings and wi l l  m iss them. 

People have changed and grown up a lot .  I n  the case of 
the fourth years th is  has made them a very strong year .  I 
know next yea r  they w i l l  make a bri l l ia nt fifth form. I 
s imply want to g ive them a big hug and the house good 
luck. 

Jocasta Crofts 

G ILLETT 

As a nother action-packed year  draws to a close we beg i n  
t o  reflect on t h e  House's successes. 

The yea r  began by welcom ing a new addition to the happy 
fa m i ly in the form of a long-haired, noisy, wet-nosed . . .  
M iss Lisa Farmer! Her contr ibution t o  t h e  sport ing l ife of 
G i l lett has been i nval uable, with the two other house staff 
being unable to part ic ipate as ful ly as they would l i ke! 
M i nd you, M rs. Norton is renowned for her shot putt 
a mong the late arrivals from the Saturday hop! 

Our  5th form have left their mark on the house in many 
ways. We have to admit that Charlotte did 'a jol ly good job' 
as Head of House. So good, in fact, that M iss Holden got 
qu ite anxious that she m ig ht be out of a job! We hope that 
Victoria Wa kefield will flourish i n  this same position with 
Wendy Perkins as her deputy. Emma Rivers hopes to f i l l  
the G i l lett shelves with  sports troph ies. Beware of the 5 
a . m .  jogging and fitness sessions - Mrs .  Norton wi l l  be 
doing a fitness session ! !  



The house ach ieved a success i n  the annua l  E isteddfod 
with their portrayal of Rudyard Kipl i ng's 'Jungle Book'. 
Several members of the house were extremely cO"hvincing 
as Jungle monkeys. Mark Spandler was i n  h is  element 
dri l l i ng the young elepha nts, i .e. the 1 st years. 

The ChrJ�tmas Part-y was great fun for everyone. Father 
Christmas scored a big h it with h is comedy rout ine.  H i s  
knees haven't recovered s i nce o n e  o f  t h e  biggest ch i ldren 
(a certa in S .  Bun ney) sat on them. The food was del icious, 
but if you had the m isfortune to be beh ind M iss Farmer 
you didn't get m uch cha nce to sample it! 

Our Chi nese friends, S i mon, Wilson a nd Amy arra nged a 
Chi nese New Year Party. M rs. Norton learned two l i nes i n  
Chi nese which s h e  repeated i ncessantly throughout the 
evening; rice and chopsticks abounded. Chris Fennemore 
was spotted using h is chopsticks l i ke a pa i r  of knitting 
needles! Great fun was had by a l l .  

We were sad t o  see our  5 t h  formers depart b u t  w e  wish 
them all success i n  the future. We now look to the new 
5th form to lick the j u n iors i nto shape. Did we real ly see 
Chris Fennemore buying a shot gun and thumb screws 
last week?1 

Wendy Ho/den 

CLUBS 
S OCCER TRAINING 

Every Monday Guy Kingham took a couple of footba l ls  
either i nto the Hal l  or onto the f ie ld .  A group of dedicated 
footba l l  players fol lowed for an hour of hard footba l l  
compet it ion and s k i l l s  learn ing.  T h e  group consisted of 
Edward Igiebor, Matthew, Kwabena,  Ola,  J u l ian, Gavin,  
Chris, Richard, Edward Frost and myself, together with a 
number of other occasional players. 

We were taught shooting techn iques, goa l keeping ang les, 
headi ng, passing and vol leyi ng; the basics of footbal l .  

After a whi le we started t o  have smal l  matches agai nst 
each other. These were very competitive and often t ir ing.  

We wish to thank G uy Kingham for a rra nging th is  activity. 
He has helped a lot of u s  with our sk i l ls, a nd has g iven us 
some good coach ing.  I hope that someone with as much 
dedication and care wi l l  replace h i m .  

Patriek Tustian 

POTTERY CLU B 

This year's pottery club has seen many people come and 
go,  but there were fou r  who hardly m issed a session: Pa u l  
Ambler, Alex Day, T i m  F ield a nd M ichael Jeffries. With the 
l ively enth usiasm of these students the atmosphere in the 
pottery room at l u nch t ime on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
has been relaxed and creative, with an emphasis on the 
humorous. 

Dur ing the first two terms the students were able to work 
on any theme but in the su mmer term a project was 
eagerly pursued by the dedicated members a l ready 
mentioned. Each made a 12" sq. s lab of clay and on these 
bu i lt their own la ndscape. When f in ished, these were 
placed together to form a dyn a m ic scenario of crashed 
cars and upturned lorries! 

A good standard of work was m a i ntained throughout the 
year a nd it  has been refresh i ng to work with such 
enthusiastic students. 

Luey Bunning 

T H E  S C H O O L  LI BRARY 

D u ri ng the last year there have been qu ite a few cha nges 
tak ing place in the Li brary. The room itse lf has been 
i mproved with the fitt ing of curta ins (this was made 
possible by a donation from F .O.S.S . ). 

Each j u n ior pupi l  spends one lesson a week i n  the Library. 
Every encouragement is  g iven to them to read fiction, and 
to help open the m i nds of the slower readers to the joys of 
fict ion.  There has been the addition of a selection of taped 
novels .  The Library boasts six sets of l iste n i ng equipment 
and often a l l  six sets a re in use at a t ime.  Favourite tit les 
i nclude 'The Lord of the R i ngs' and James Herriot's 'The 
Lord God Made Them AII ' .  

The latest use bei ng made of the Library is during prep -
when, each night of the week, pupi ls  from the th i rd form 
and above come to the Library to do their prep. It is 
absol utely si lent between 6p. m .  a nd 7.30p .m.  and for 
many pupi ls it provides the atmosphere they need. 

Over the next year it is my i ntention to set up a Resource 
Centre in the workroom attached to the Libra ry, espec ia l ly 
for the compi lation of G .C . S . E .  Cou rsework. It wi l l  have a 
photocopier and other equ ipment designed to help the 
pupi ls  present their work i n  the most professional  way 
possible. 

So the Library conti n ues to flourish and apart from the 
developments a lready mentioned it  is  cont inua l ly being 
updated with new a nd relevant mater ia l .  

Janette Skeath 

VO LLEY BALL CLU B 

Thu rsday even ings after prep dur ing the Autumn and 
Spr ing terms have become the tradit iona l vol leyba l l  n ight. 
An energetic activity such as this that both boys & girls in 
the Senior School can pa rticipate in has much va lue.  Each 
yea r  the nature and sta ndards of competence reached 
differ � great dea l .  Th is year  the accent has been on 
sociable vol leybal l  and without exception those who have 
attended regularly have enjoyed their t ime - la ughed a lot 
-played some good vol leyba l l  - split a few trousers - grazed 
an elbow or two and had a lot of fun.  

I look forward to next year. 

Chris Guy 

T ECHNICAL L E G O  

The Lego c lub i s  a new activity this year. We meet once a 
week on a Saturday afternoon, in Lister Boys' Study Room. 
The c lub is ava i lable to fi rst a nd second years, 'though 
occasiona l ly we have a l l owed some eager th i rd years to 
join us when there has been roo m !  We currently have 
eleven members and hope to i ncrease our fu nds next year 
so that more people can join.  

We were able to found the c lub due to a parent's 
generosity. There was some concern about 'empty periods' 
in the weekend so an i ndoor activity which is both 
st i m ulat ing and creative seemed ideal for f i l l i ng in a few 
hours of ra iny (and sunny) days. We were able to buy 
several kits as 'starter' activit ies, a nd, due to several 
donations in kind, have been able to supplement and 
i ncrease our kits. 

The ch i ldren have somet i mes astonished me with their 
ideas a nd compl icated models. Specia l  mention must go to 
Ti m Field and Alex Day for their outsta ndingly good 
i nventions which we were able to display on Open Day. 
We have joi ned the Brit ish Technical Lego Cl ub, and hope 
next year we wi l l  be able to enter some competitions. 
Meanwhile, any ex-Iegoists, you r  kits wi l l  f ind a welcome 
at Sibford! 

Pene/ope Tay/or 



ARCH ERY CLU B  

At long last it has been possible to start u p  the school 
archery c lub again this term. A sponsored demonstrat ion 
shoot i n  the ha l l  j ust prior to Easter k indled i nterest and 
ra ised some money to buy much needed equ ipment. 
F .O .S .S .  provided the club with a sma l l  "backstop/safety" 
nett ing last yea r  so shoot ing i ndoors becomes possible i n  
complete safety. We have managed t o  meet once a week 
th is  term a nd we are about to receive our first order of 
new equ ipment and some much needed arrows. It is 
hoped that move club members wi l l  eventua l ly buy their 
own bows and hopefu l ly th is t i me next year we wil l  have 
taken part in our f irst schools' competition. 
From sma l l  acorns great oak trees grow. We have begun 
i n  a sma l l  way and I l'Oo k forward to  the day when we can 
offer archery to everyone in curr iculum t ime at 3rd year 
level .  

Chris Guy 

TRAM POLlNING 

The tra mpol ine club is held on Thu rsday l u nchti mes, arid 
sometimes, on Sunday morni ngs. Norma l ly about eigbt to 
ten people attend. It is  open to al l  abi l it ies, ranging from 
the complete begi nner to those who have mastered the 
basic moves. Duri ng the norma l club sessions we work on 
a l l  aspects of using a trampol i ne; inc luding how to unfold 
the tra mpol i ne correctly, how to ensu re the safety of the 
performers during use, (by making sure there are enough 
people to sta nd around the trampol ine to catch the 
performer if necessary), a nd, lastly, how to put the 
trampol ine away correctly for use the next t ime. 
Through using the tra mpoline frequently the majority of 
the club me mbers have mastered the basic ski l l s  such as 
seat, front a nd back drops, while the more able ones have 
achieved forward and backward somersa u lts. Hopeful ly, 
over the next couple of years, these more able members 
)Ni l l  go on to ach ieve more advanced moves s'uch,as the 
bara n i  (forward somersa u lt with a ha lf twist). 
This year  a group of c lub members worked extremely hard 
to put on a display for Open Day. They a l l  appeared to 
enjoy the extra hours and the hard work of having to . 
memorise their routines and then to perform them on the 
day, which they all d id extremely wel l .  

Mrs Newbo/d 

WEAVING CLU B  

The weaving produced th is  yea r  has not been restricted to 
a l u nchri me cl ub, as those with a specia l  i nterest have 
a l lowed their projects to spi l l  i nto art lesson t ime. This has 
proved i nva l uable for the t i me-consuming activity, as it 
has enabled us to see severa l large sca le pieces through to 
their respective concl usions. 
It has been very basic knowledge of weaving that I have 
i mparted to the students; this is not to say that they 
haven't undertaken work in a 'very ski lful  way. My 
emphasis has been upon brea king the preconceptions that 
the students (particu larly the boys) may have had about 
the activity; and encourag i ng them to use any sort of 
ava i lable material in the weaving process. As a result 
work was produced using dried grass and tarpa u l i n  woven 
into wire fenci ng; and strips of carpet u nderlay woven i nto 
footba l l  nett ing were soon tra nsformed i nto the sca les of a 
huge dragon. 
I nevitably n u mbers wa ned, a nd many i n it ia l  enthusiasts 
soon became conspicuous by their absence - however, I 
would especial ly l i ke to acknowledge the achievements of 
Jonathan Tuttle, G i les Upwood, Jeremy Whittaker andTim 
Robertson, and thank them for their unremitting support 
du rihg Monday and Thu rsday l unchtimes. I would a lso l i ke 
to commend Sophie Lin,  Helen Stevens and Jenny 
Bea,!on, whose patience a l lowed them to produce i n  
contrast more 'conventiona l ,  s m a l l  sca le work o f  an often 
del icate and sensitive nature. 

Sally Morfill 

JUNIOR DRA MA CLU B 

The J u nior Drama C lub  got off to a very good start at the 
beg inn ing of the school yea r. 
Ch i ldren from the fi rst and second years were encouraged 
to attend when we met on Thu rsday afternoons after 
school .  
We started the year with some " Workshop" based 
exercises. The idea was to i ncrease the 
chi ldrens'confidence and to a l low them to work freely with 
one another in a variety of sit uations. We played ga mes 
and thought carefu l ly about characters and movement. We 
then started rehearsa ls  for a play cal led "The Man i n  The 
Bowler Hat" by A. A. M i l ne, a farcical comedy-thr i l ler i n  
o n e  act. These rehea rsa ls  went very wel l  unt i l we lost our 
leading lady a long with our hero (Where are they now? 
Hol lywood?) and were forced, unfortu nately, to abandon 
the production.  
Dur ing the second term we widened our i nterest by 
i ntroducing a n  element of dance drama.  This went we l l  
b u t  it is only with regular  attendance that we c a n  hope to 
perform in front of a wider aud ience than Drama Club 
members. 
Next year, we hope to open the m�mbership to the school, 
which should give us a l l  a n  opportunity to attempt a wider 
scope of activity and performa nce. Well done to those of 
you who attended and I hope to see you aga i n  next year i n  
T h e  J u n ior C l ub. 

. 

Pene/ope Tay/or 

ART CLU B  

The Sunday Morning Art C lub was formed to help combat 
weekend boredom. After brea kfast, each Sunday except 
exeats, the Scu lpture Room throbs to the sound of rock 
music (or Vivaldi  whenever Mr.  Spring has h i s  own way) 
a nd pupi ls  are free to' work with any of the materials 
ava i lable.  With the sett ing-up of the stonecarving and 
plaster model l ing room, there has been growing i nterest in 
three-di mensional work. 
At about eleven o'clock, coffee a nd biscu'its are served by a 
team of reg ulars frequently led by Charlotte Bewsher or 
Jason Topl iss. Work conti nues unt i l  l u ncht ime when the 
club officia l ly ends, although people often drift back during 
the afternoon to f in ish some work. It is useful  to have this 
opportun ity to try someth ing new or to continue 
cla sswork, but most of al l  we are grateful  to the regular  
c lub attenders who have made th is  new venture such a 
worthwhi le success. 

Mike Spring 

BAS K ETBALL CLU B  

Basketba l l  has been more popular  with the lower end of 
the school th is year, more so than previous years. The year 
has seen the start of a new team consist ing of second, 
th i rd and fou rth years. The team of ten (tea m "A a nd B", 
five in each team ), was picked from twenty players who 
came to reg u lar  Monday practices. Amongst the the 
reg u lars were Jason Day, Daniel  Wa lduck, Ja mes M u rphy 
and N ick Howel ls.  So far we have played two games both 
aga i nst Shipston, the fi rst away and the second home. The 
fi rst saw a dismal  defeat with a score of 6- 1 2  but the 
second was a great success with a score of 26-26, not a 
win but a well played game. 
Two members of the team got their colours; N ick Howel ls  
and myself. The team st i l l  have practices but next year we 
w i l l  have to f ind a new coach as Mr. Kingham is leaving to 
teach at S idcot. The team wish h i m  luck. 

James McCallum 

BAD M INTON CLU B  

This free-time sport was orga nized by Mr.  Kingham and 
took place every Tuesday after school. Badmi nton mainly 
attracted the seniors as they were all very sporty.and loved 
the compet it ion between each other. Even though this 
year  there were no school competitions, the standard of 
play was exceedingly good and we hope this cont inues. 

Caradoc G/aisyer 



SAILING CLUB 

The Sa i l ing Club has had another very goocf season. 
Richard Petheram and Ph i l l ip  Kelsey Davies won awards 
for "The Most I mproved Sai lor". They have become 
competent "Laser" sa i lors (and on occasions, swim mers). 
All members of the dub have improved considerably and it 
wil l  be difficult  to choose this year's winner.  My favourite 
moment of the year was watch ing the norma l ly competent 
Stowe School pupi ls capsize, whi le our dingh ies sai led 
around them. 

My thanks must go to Mr.  S keath, Mr.  G oodwin and M rs. 
Chowne for helping me i nstruct this year .  

Andrew Chowne 

T H E  CANAL TRIP 

The Sa i l ing C lub were very lucky to be invited for a day out 
by Mr. and Mrs. Packham on their river boat. One sunny 
Su nday (yes, we were lucky) n i ne of us arr ived at B idford. 
In a l l  there were thirteen crew members on a 25ft boat. 

In the morning we went up the river towards Stratford, 
paSSing through four locks. The boys very qu ickly l earnt 
how to operate them and we went upstream without a 
mishap. 

Mrs. Packham a lso provided us with an excel lent hot mea l 
at l unchtime and there were even some seconds! The fun 
started after l u nch when a narrowboat, crewed by two 
Danes, nearly got washed over a weir .  Mr .  Packham 
rushed to their rescue and towed them clear.  It was their 
first time on a boat so we lent them Richard Petheram and 
Phi l l ip  Kelsey Davies! All things considered, they did very 
wel l  - despite R ichard nearly cutting a nother boat in half.  

Mrs. Packham a lso provided us with tea which was aga i n  
excel lent. F i l l i ng thi rteen hungry crew members can't be. 
easy. 

It was a wonderful day out and our tha n ks must go to Mr.  
and Mrs.  Packham for laying it on.  

Andrew Chowne 

SOCI-AL SERVICES 
AUTU MN TERM 
Nov. 13th - Casuals Day. (Pupi ls are a l lowed t o  wear tidy 
casuals on payment of 50p per head.) A total  of 1 30 
pounds was col lected, and this was divided, in the 
proportion of votes cast (one pupi l  - one vote) between the 
following six charities in decreasing order of popu larity: 
N . S . P. C.C, R .S .P.C.A.,  Boys'Towns, Horton Hospital 
Appeal ,  S i mon Com m u nity, G reenpeace. 
Nov. 22nd - Parents' Day was a busy one for us. Diane 
Howes ran a sta l l  sel l ing cards for the bl ind a nd the deaf. 
a nd a rt icles made by Boys' and G ir ls' Towns, a nd raised 
£225. 
Ann Stevenson sold second-hand un iform, a nd made £50 
for our fu nds. 
Cary Parsons and friends held a Sponsored Swim for the 
N . S . P.C .C .  

SWI M M ING FOR T H E CH ILDREN 

I was very shocked to hear about the nu mber of chi ldren 
who a re abused in this cou ntry, and I felt I wa nted to do 
something to help. 
I asked two friends if they would l i ke to do a sponsored 
swim for the N . S . P.C .C .  We used a Monday morning to tel l  
the school about the work of the N . S . P.C.C.  and our plans 
to ra ise money for them. We got the school's support, the 
swim took place on Parents' Day and we al l  managed 1 00 
lengths each. We were kept going by the encouraging 
support people gave us.  They came to the pool and �ept 
our hopes h igh.  Tha n k  you to everyone who helped a nd 
supported us, a nd to the l ifesavers who, tha n kful ly, we did 
not have to use. 
We raised over £200 for the N . S . P.C.C.  

Cary Parsons, Karen Hammond, Jonathan Beaumont 

Nov. 29th. Christmas Fair .  Another sta l l  made 40 pounds 
for the b l ind, deaf, and Boys' Towns. 
Dec. 1 1  th.  We took two min ibuses with choir and 'visitors' 
to the Cheshire Home at Adderbury and fetched people 
from East House and Adderbury House to l isten to the 
school choir Singing carols. 
Dec 1 6th .  Carol Service. We were a l l owed to make a 
col lection at th is event for Educaid, to help with fa m i ne 
rel i ef in Ethiopia.  Tha n ks to people's Christmas generosity 
oNe raised £230. 

S PRING TERM 

March 5th. Casuals Day. T h i s  t i m e  t h e  event was House­
based, each House chose the charity/cha rities they 
wanted to support with the money they col lected. Two 
Houses chose the Terence Higgins Trust, other charities 
chosen were Help the Aged, Horton Hospita l, R .S .P.C.A., 
Medic-Air, R . N .L . I .  a nd World Vision Fa m i ne Rel ief. 
March 8th . Amnesty speakers at Su nday Even ing Meeting. 
We had thought that we might support Amnesty as a term 
charity the next term, but decided it was too d ifficult to 
appea l to most pupils.  
March 21  st.  Parents' Day. Second hand u niform sta l l  
made 20 pounds for funds. 
March 22nd. Fun Run orga n ised by Dipak Sedani  and 
friends . . 

FUN RUN 

This  year Dan ie l  Ma lcolm and I set out  to  make a fu nd­
ra ising project. F i rst of a l l  we had ideas for a footba l l  
match between each House, but Mr. Kingham said this 
would not work, so we pla nned a fun-run.  A six m i le run 
i n  fancy dress seemed a good idea. A poster was made by 
S i mon Crapp and Mart in  Gough, then I made the sponsor 
forms on the computer. F ina l ly Mr. B u n ney helped us plan 
a n  easy route. We annou nced it i n  Meeting a nd then stood 
outside g iving out sponsor forms. 



The day of the run came, and we positioned ourselves i n  
the m iddle of the group i n  case there were any problems, 
then we started. An hour later the first five came in 
covered in  mud after runn ing through deep bogs. I came 
twentieth which I thought was qu ite good. We raised over 
£1 50. 

I wo uld l i ke to tha n k  everyone who helped dur ing the fun­
run, espec ia l ly Mr. Bunney, M iss Farmer and Mr K ingha m .  
Specia l  thanks a lso g o  t o  Daniel  Malcolm w h o  h a s  now 
gone to Cal ifornia - tha n ks and wel l  done, Daniel .  

Dipak Sedani 

S U M M ER TERM 

June 1 4th.  Speaker on "Black Chi ldren in  South Africa" at  
Su nday Evening Meeti ng.  

June 1 6th.  Project Respond award. 
On J u ne 1 6th 1 987, Sarah Malcolm, Robert Templeton 
and Mr. & Mrs. F inch visited the National Westm inster 
Bank's Tra i n ing Col lege at Heythrop Park, set i n  
magn ificent surroundings with a very i mpressive 
driveway. 

We had gone to col lect a prize on behalf of the Socia l  
Services Comm ittee who had again successf u l ly entered 
the Ban k's Project Respond scheme. 

It has been runn ing now for the past ten years and is 
desig ned to encourage loca l schools to develop some form 
of com munity help. 

This year there was a var iety of different projects including 
a computer to help the disabled and a partia l ly motorised 
bicycle to help the aged. 

Sibford's contribution was visiting severa l Old Persons' 
Homes a nd the now trad it ional hol iday camp for deprived 
chi ldren. We were awarded £1 00 which was presented by 
lan Brough, the Oxford Area Di rector for Project Respond 
-he mentioned that Sibford had won an award s ince the 
scheme's i nception in 1 977.  

After the presentation we were given a lavish buffet l u nch 
and we were able to ta l k  to other prizewin ners. 

We hope that the next Socia l  Services Committee wi l l  
th ink of  some new scheme that might  even win us the top 
awa rd! 

Robert Templeton 

June 1 8th. Casuals Day. A tota l of 90 pounds was ra ised, 
d ivided half to the Terence H iggins Trust a nd a qu arter to 
the London Lighthouse, both bei ng charities working to 
help with the socia l  problems caused by A . I . D .S . ,  which 
was our "Team Char ity" this term.  The other quarter went 
to Brit ish Defence and Aid Fund for Southern Africa, to 
help the black chi ldren who have suffered as a resu lt of 
the pol it ical confl ict i n  South Africa, which we'd heard 
about the previous Su nday. 

June 20th. Open Day. James Nelson ran a Sponge 
Throwing Sta l l  to raise money for the R . N . L. 1 .  

Sponge-Throwing was ra i ned off a t  the beg inn ing a nd the 
end but for the time we had it did we l l .  If we had had 
longer, and it hadn't c lashed with the cricket, which took 
away staff "victi ms", it would have been better. Mr 
G r iffiths did a long turn as vict im, and was very helpfu l .  

Ann Stevenson sold second- hand un iform and raised 43 
pounds for fu nds. 

June 30th.  Visit of Kids' Camp helpers to one of the 
London Schools .  

ADD ER BURY V I S ITING 

On non -exeat Sunday afternoons we vis it  any or a l l  of 
three places i n  Adderbury: 
East Ho use is  i ndividual flats where we visit fou r  Qua ker 
lad ies; at Adderbury House the old people sit round in fou r 
communa l  lou nges and at the Cheshire Home the 
residents are physica l ly hand icapped but often much 
younger than the other people we visit .  

ADD ER BURY H O U S E  

I usual ly look through one lou nge-each t ime we go. I a lso 
help some of the staff with the even ing mea l .  One of the 
old ladies has been in i nstitutions a l l  her l ife. She l i kes 
meeting people, a lthough she can't ta l k  so that ' I can 
understa nd her. One old man has a great sense of 
h u mour.  He used to be in the army. He has hurt h is back. 
Another old man is a n  old scholar of Sibford - he was 
there 51 years ago! 

S OCIAL S ERVIC E S  

Visiting Both Ways 
Shipston Visiting 

James Nelson 

One of the old ladies we used to visit i n  Brai les moved this 
year to the new Old People's Home of Rainbow F ields, in 
S h i pston .  S i nce we were ta king tra nsport to visit her, we 
asked if a nyone else there wou ld l i ke visitors and three 
other old ladies accepted this offer. We a lso d iscovered 
that there were two other old people's homes in Shipston 
and one of these, Low Furlong, welcomed any pupi ls we 
l i ked to take at any t ime. Ra i nbow F ields is i nd ividual flats, 
whi le  at Low Furlong most of the old people sit in a 
com muna l  lou nge. We visit  Shipston on Friday afternoons 
after school ,  on non -exeat weekends. 

VISITING THE ELDERLY As the clock chi mes 4. 1 5, Sa l ly 
and I knock on the door enteri ng to ca l l  "Mrs Day we're 
here ! "  A cheery we lcome answers us from the sitting 
room.  The hour a nd a ha lf passed i n  a dream of happi ness, 
whi le we tal ked to this old lady each Fr iday; Mrs C lay has 
become one of my greatest friends. 

In the beg i n n i ng I v is ited her with a fee l ing of pity for a 
poor old woman.  Soon enough, this i mage was knocked 
flat by Mrs Clay's qu ick  wit, active l ife and smi l ing face. 

Over the past year and a half the three of us have shared 
many ti mes together. C lea r ly focussed in my bra i n  are two 
pictu res from d ifferent visits. The fi rst, a cold dark wi nter 
day; we were a l l  very low, and huddled round the fire with 
toast and hot cocoa. The second is a l ight a utumn 
afternoon when we spl i t  our sides, either from laughing or 
from eati ng home-made scones, crea m and jam.  

Sometimes we were not  able to go on Fr iday and cycled 
over on the Sunday, to spend the afternoon with Mrs C lay. 

Many people are i nvolved in visit ing and go regu larly. As 
Sa l ly a nd I have three weeks left unti l we leave, our visits 
w i l l  have to be at longer i nterva ls.  I wa nt to wish Helen 
good l uck, as she wi l l  be enjoying Mrs Clay's company for 
the next two years. That is not to say that Helen wi l l  
replace us.  As Sa l ly wrote on Mrs's Clay's birthday card, 
we are "friends forever".  

Jocasta Crofts 



KIDS' CAM P  

Kids' Camp takes place once a year at the end of the 
summer term; it is when twenty socia l ly deprived chi ldren 
come from the East End of London to spend a one-week 
sum mer holiday i n  the cou ntryside under the i ndividual 
care of twenty senior students from the fifth a nd sixth 
forms. 

The first t ime we meet the ch i ldren is when we travel up 
to London. This year we visited Stormont School .  It is here 
that the pair ing off of ch i ldren and helpers beg ins.  Most of 
the chi ldren were eager to m a ke friends a lthough there 
were one or two exceptions! 

They are hig h-spirited and one day spent with them in 
London was enough to convi nce most S ibford students 
that the oncoming event was not going to be a bed of 
roses! 

This was confirmed by their  arriva l on Fr iday, 10th of J u ly. 
As they stepped off the bus the f ina l  pa ir ing off took place 
a nd to the amazement of the helpers the ch i ldren's h ig h  
spirits had i ncreased beyond belief. 

Ange/a Denise (aged 1 0) with Sarah Ma/co/m 

Our next task was to exhaust them before bedt i me whi lst 
fa m i l iar ising them with their surroundi ngs. Bedt i me on the 
first night was, however, chaotic; as our exhaustion tactics 
appeared to have fa i led m iserably on the chi ldren but 
worked wel l  on ourselves! 

The excursions we took the kids on during their week's 
stay i ncl uded a visit to Blenheim Palace Model Ra i lway, a 
look at the great variety of an imals  at the Cotswold Farm 
Rare Breeds Park, a boat tr ip on the R iver Avon, pony 
ridi ng,and, possibly the most exciting event for the 
ch i ldren, a visit to Drayton Manor Fun Park, where they 
were able to go on a l l  the rides they wished. 

The week proved to be a n  a ltogether worthwhi le, if hectic, 
experience for a l l  concerned. Many a tear was shed on the 
chi ldren's departure. 

Sarah Ma/co/m 



A BACKWAR D GLANCE 
Some of last yea r 's student teachers 
review their  t ime at S i bford . 

I came to S ibford as an old Scholar of the School wanting 
to gain experience of coaching a range of different sports. I 
d idn't rea l ly know how people would react .to me or how I 
would react to them .  

As it happened I have made some very good friends i n  the 
school. The pupils and colleagues on the staff were very 
helpfu l and, because of th is, I was able to concentrate on 
forming productive, happy c lubs. Whi lst running the j u n ior 
footba l l  practices I noticed that many players were wi l l ing 
to play i n  all  weather conditions and with so many 
dedicated, talented players the future looks bright for the 
school. 

Basketba l l  took off i n  the j u n ior 'end of the school and it 
was marvel lous to see the c h i ldren playing their fi rst 
basket f ixtures, I hope the sport contin ues to grow i n  
S ibford. . 

I hope I gave as m uch to the school as I gai ned from it. 
Through experiences and a lot of gu ida nce from several 
Staff, I feel I have learned a great dea l .  

This should i mprove my chances of  success next year 
when I move on to another school. 

Guy Kingham 

As I look back over my year at Sibford, I feel that it has 
been an extremely val uable and rewarding experience. 
When I fi rst arrived in September I had rather mixed " 
fee l i ngs about coming to work here - I was very pleased to 
have been offered the chance of working in the " 
Remedia l  Department" for a year, but. as I had never 
taught in a school before, I was also a l ittle apprehensive. 
However, I rea l ise now that I need not have felt that way, 
beca u se a l l  the staff were a lways ready to help with any 
problems. 

The t ime has passed q u ickly, especia l ly the summer term, 
when I was l ucky enough to be given the added chal lenge 
of working without David Foulds. Th ings have run 
reasonably smoothly this term tha n ks to David's 
preparation and advice, the support of the other remedial 
staff, and the co-operation of the chi ldren who worked 
very hard, part icu larly for Open Day. 

When I leave here I p lan to do a T .E .F .L. course before 
making a ny more decisions regarding my career. 
Whatever I do in the future, I know that my t ime at S ibford 
has been well  spent. I leave here as I came, with mixed 
feel i ngs - I ' m  pleased to be movi ng on to new experiences, 
but sad to be leaving such a happy phase in my l ife behind. 

Maggie Bo/and 

I n  retrospect, th is  year has been a va l uable experience, 
a lthough i n it ia l ly it was difficu lt to adjust from a col lege 
atmosphere with conti n uous assessments and discussions 
of my work, to being left to my own devices i n  the school 
pottery room. 

However, I have enjoyed working with the students i n  the 
t i metat5led classes and especia l ly i n  the pottery classes at 
l u nch t i mes when the enthusiasm was very refreshing.  
A G R EAT YEAR!  

Luey Bunning 



O UT A N D A B O UT 
T H EATRE N EWS 

Our outings to the theatre this year have been very 
popu lar a nd enjoyable. We have, as a lways, supported the 
Royal Sha kespeare Compa ny. We began with a magical 
production of "A Midsummer N ight's Dream" a nd a lso 
saw "Richard 1 1 "  with Jeremy I rons in the leading role. He 
gave a magn ificent performance. "Macbeth" is one of the 
set texts for the Eng l ish Literature G .C .S .E .  examination 
a nd al l  the fourth yea r  students on this course saw an 
R .S .C .  production of the play at the Barbican .  Johnathon 
Price gave a disturbing and excit ing i nterpretation of the 
role and the performa nce was well  worth the jou rney to 
London. We very much enjoyed a perform ance of the 
bal let "Romeo and J u l iet" at Oxford. For those who saw 
the R.S.C . 's production of "Romeo and Ju l iet" a year ago, 
it was i nteresting to consider how the sa me story and 
themes were i nterpreted i n  a different med i u m .  

On a l ighter note there w a s  a n  enjoyable a nd very m usica l 
evening at "Kiss Me Kate". As we l istened to such classics 
as "It's Too Darn Hot" and " Brush Up You r  Shakespeare" 
the reasons for the cont inu ing popula rity of this m usical 
became clear. 

A l ively performance of "James amd the G iant Peach" at 
Birmingham fin ished off our theatrical year .  

Visits are a l ready pla n ned for the Autumn Term. Why not 
join us? 

Anne Chalmers 

CO G G ES M U S E U M  FARM V I S IT 

Last October the first year experienced a h istory lesson 
with a d ifference - as Edwardian farm workers on a Manor 
Farm. Our brief was that we were farm workers com i ng to 
Cogges Manor Farm (near Woodstock) for a day's tr ia l .  
Armed with false names and l ittle else we were rather 
startled to be greeted at the gate by the stormy 
countenance and deprecating manner of Mr Joseph 
Mawle, remonstrating with us for being late. 

No sooner had we cha nged i nto our costu mes; corduroy 
breeches and fusty shirts for the boys, white p inn ies a nd 
bonnets for the gi r ls, we were hurtled out i nto the yard to 
commence our tasks of work.  The farm at Cogges is a 
magnificent working repl ica of a Manor Farm about one 
hu ndred years ago, complete with stables, dairy, 
washroom, horses and carts a nd a huge kitchen.  The boys 
were put to work m ucking out pigs, g roo m i ng and 
ha rnessing horses and loadi ng chaff i nto wagons. 
However, the gir ls d iscovered that their clea n i ng duties i n  
t h e  farm house were no easier; espec ia l ly si nce they had 
to endure the cont inua l  scouting of the eagle-eyed M rs 
Mawle, a formm idable woma n  who appeared to have just 
stepped out of the pages of "Eminent Victoria ns". 

After a n  exha usting morning, lunch was taken i n  the 
Orchard. The strict rules of the period were religiously 
observed . No ta lk ing between sexes, no shoes to be worn 
in the home, no farm worker perm itted in the kitchen and 
caps were to be l ifted i n  the presence of a lady. S i m i larly, 
when Lady Mawle took tea in the rose gardens at three 
o'clock previously, she was served with freshly made 
scones and cakes baked that morn ing i n  the kitchens. She 
was joi ned only by her h usband and brother- in- law, not 
even the head cook was a l lowed to attend. 
After the afternoon's toi l ,  one by one the workforce 
sh uffled, cap in hand, i nto the t iny Victoria n Office in the 
Ma nor House to receive their  day's pay from M rs Mawle 
and to be told whether they had got the job or not. Al l  that 
remai ned then was to say our  farewel ls  and head back to 
Sibford and the 1 980's. We felt, as we rubbed aching 
l imbs a nd pl ucked strands of straw from our hair ,  that we 
had experienced a d irect l i n k  with the past, one which we 
were un l ikely to forget in a hurry! 

Peter Agnew 

R IDING 

The pupi ls have enjoyed a nother successful  a nd 
pleasurable year's r iding with M rs. Fau l kner at Val ley 
Farm in Shotteswel l .  From smal l  beg inn ings, the Rid ing 
school has gone from strength to strength with two i ndoor 
schools and a good variety of horses a nd ponies. There is  
a lso the opportu n ity to go hack ing i n  the p leasant 
cou ntryside a round Shotteswel l .  I feel that we have been 
fortu nate in f inding an establ ish ment where the friendly 
atmosphere encourages even the most t imid beg inner, a nd 
the more advanced riders are g iven the opportun ity to 
i mprove their sk i l ls in j u mping and school ing.  Also, as one 
pupil points out, the accident rate is very low. Reassuring 
news i ndeed ! 

Jean Rudge 

WARWICK CASTLE 

It was a hot, sunny J u ne day when the f irst form 
accompa nied by Lisa Chowne, Jean R udge a nd Peter 
Ag new arr ived at Warwick Castle for their end of term 
history visit. 
We a l l  spent a very pleasant morning working i n  tutor 
groups exploring the castle and f i l l ing i n  the excel lent 
work sheet which Peter Agnew had produced. 
My tutor group part icular ly enjoyed their visit to the 
du ngeons and armoury. Su rprising ly, despite the heat, 
there were very few compl a i nts as they c l imbed the 270 
steps of G uy's Tower! 
At 12.30 our three groups stopped for l u nch. We chose a n  
ideal picnic spot w h i c h  was situated by t h e  r iver. Then, 
refreshed after our l unch, everyone had plenty of free t ime 
to vis it  the State Rooms and other a reas of the castle 
which we had not seen in the morning.  A thoroughly 
enjoyable day was had by a l l .  

Lisa Chowne 

F I ELDWORK IN WALE S  

O nce aga i n  we travelled to Aberystwyth,  with twenty o r  so 
fifth form geographers, looking for the ideal fieldworker. 
What is  h is m a ke up? Fi rst of a l l  he/she is pretty fit. E ight 
hours a day i n  the f ield, c l i mbing glaciated mountains i n  
g a l e  force wi nds, is q u ite ha i ry a n d  t i r i n g .  He a lso sta nds 
knee deep in a river measuring its speed of flow -someone 
m ust catch the orange as it speeds through its ten metre 
stretch. I ngenu ity certa i n ly comes i nto it when forced with 
measuring the cross and long profi les of va l leys. Sketching 
in a p lastic bag is a sk i l l  not to be underesti mated when it 
is pouring down. Keeping a n  open m i nd whi lst watching a 
video on the benefits of nuclear power post-Chernobyl was 
a stra in ,  as was the c l imb up from Parson's Bridge, a 
bea utiful regenerated va l ley. It was a very enjoyable trip, 
made more enjoyable by the occasional game of dodg ing 
the dragon i n  which only seasoned fie ldworkers survived. 
My thanks to Deirdre and Andrew Newbold who 
accompanied me to Wa les. 

Brian Holliday 



I . 

S .. O . S. A.  Reu n ion 
After arriving on Satu rday morn i ng, it was to Fielding 
House for coffee a nd nu merous hel los to old friends, check 
the accom modation l ists and get sett led i n .  We are told 
that nu mbers are 10% up on 1 986, which is a good start. 

At l u nch and the President ia l  I ntroduction Lesl ie  Harr ison 
welcomed us a l l  to the 84th Reun ion, with a speci a l  
welcome t o  some Old Scholars returning after gaps of 
between 30 and 40 years. What kept them? Following 
l u nch the tennis and table tennis tournaments got u nder 
way with the gu idance a nd quiet cajol ing of Jim Thelton.  

The A . G . M .  held at 3 o'clock was wel l  attended and 
enjoyed best wishes for the weekend from the F riends of 
Sibford Schoo l .  Due to one i mportant deta i l  voted on at 
this meeti ng, a further extraordinary A. G . M .  had to be 
cal led later in the weekend, but I th ink  most people felt 
that an awkward situation was dealt with in a d iplomatic, 
democratic and h u ma ne way, perhaps i n  true Sibford 
spirit!  

For the Buffet Supper there was a wonderful spread of 
dishes to choose from. They real ly fed us wel l ,  and th is  
was to apply to the whole weekend. 

"Living Adventurously" was the tit le of the Lesl ie Ba i ly 
Lecture, which was g iven by Leonard B i rd,  a former 
Parent. This lecture proved to be so popular  that we ran 
out of chairs in room 23, and people had to sta nd around 
the edge. After a very warm welcome on our beha lf from 
Lesl ie Harrisori, Leonard proceeded to g ive us just a l ittle 
i nsight on h i mself, his bel i efs and the many fascinating 
places and people encountered on his many travels. From 
leaving school at 14 and sta rt ing exploring on a bicycle, 
we then heard how he attended every O lympic Games 
from 1 960, and how many adventures were somet imes 
embarked on in conj u nction with the trip to the games. 
These ra nged from raft ing down the Grand Ca nyon, 
severa l visits to Costa R ica, c l imbing in the H imalayas and 
the Alps. Countries vis ited included Nepal ,  Mexico, U . S.A.,  
Peru, Ita ly, Japan, N ew Zea land and the Centra l American 
countries. I th ink  al l  of us felt inspired, and now maybe we 
w i l l  see a few more of us tak ing u nusual  hol idays away 
from it a l l .  For the remai nder of the evening, after 
refresh ments, there was a disco to taped music in G i l lett 
House.  Our  President and h is  wife started th.e dancing, 
after which it cont inued unti l  about 1 .00 a . m .  

On Su nday, brea kfast was fol lowed by choral with the 
President, (but no p ian ist).  Even without music the s ing ing 
was hearty and tunefu l ,  producing a very satisfactory 

chora l session . Next was a wa l k  (for most) to the Gower, 
for a wel l -attended meet i ng, whi lst th is year's helpers 
enterta ined the younger ch i ldren. Dur ing meeting the sun 
came out properly, a nd enha nced the feel ing of love and 
friendship with in  the Meeting HQ!Jse. I must say that the 
addit ion of cush ions on at least 50% of the benches some 
years ago, m a kes the hour pass more comfortably than it 
did i n  school days. After a n  excel lent S u nday l u nch, 
Norm a n  Coxon led the walk in g lorious sunshine, on a 
round, pa using at Temple M i l l  for a picnic tea. The dogs 
made good use of the stream to wash off the farm ma nure 
that they had del ig hted in rol l ing in earl ier. At a rough 
cou nt there were about 80-plus of us at the picnic spot. 

Robert Hock/ey & Bernard B/unsom 





The Presidentia l  Choice was a m ix of sl ides, music, 
readings by David Lloyd and an i nsight i nto what m a kes 
Lesl ie tick. An extension of the President's Choice was 
g iven during the Barn Da nce in the d in ing room, a nd we 
were entertained by magicians Rona ld and Na ncy 
Spencer. Ronald was eq ua l ly at home with the chi ldren 
a nd the adu lts, perform ing classic and u n usual  tricks with 
rope, r ings, scarves and special  cards. Nancy used her 
telepathic powers to a maze us by performing impossible 
mi nd-reading tricks whi lst b l i ndfolded. One m ight a l most 
say that her task was m ade more difficult by having John 
Taylor, N ick Briggs and one of the you nger chi ldren picked 
from the audience to work with, but she came through 
with flying colours. A we l l -deserved bowl of fruit was 
presented to Ronald and Na ncy by our President's wife. 

Chris Gri mes was ca l ler for the shortened Barn Da nce, 
which was warming up to what would have been our  
usual  friendly 'Ho Down '.  

Rockets at the E l m  celebrated the 50th a n n iversary of the 
Association's ownership of the site. A hea lthy 7 7  people 
were present, including M i ke F inch, who had rushed back 
from his son 's wedding to perform "min i  rockets" with 
N ick Bennett! After breakfast on Monday saw the start of 
the Motor Treasure H u nt.  All were eager to get started, 
and see how Clem Cox's mind (and therefore cl ues) 
compared with the deviousness of Fra n k  Rol lett 's. Well 
some of us fou nd ourselves on the same wave length, but 
that does not mean that it was easy, m a ny cl ues were not, 
and there were a lot of them. Wel l done, Clem, we look 
forward to more. 

Fol lowing l u nch the Golden Doll trophy for the rounders 
match was won by Pau l  Frampton's team of Somerset 
Yokels, but they had only a few more rounders than M i ke 
Finch's Brummies. Owen Lloyd of the Yokels was named 
star player and received the trophy on behalf of the tea m. 

Of course there was tea on Hol ly House lawn, with a 
wonderfu l ly  varied selection of ca kes to complement the 
'cuppa ' .  After tea we l i ned up (or fell off tables in  some 
cases) for the photograph, which was taken by Nevi l le 
Smith .  The lan Weatherhead Tennis Cup was presented at 
th is  point, and guess who won it ! lan Weatherhead a nd 
h i s  doubles partner, James Haddleton. Wel l  done to them. 
The table tennis  resu lts a n nounced a l ittle later gave 
James Haddleton h is  second win. 

The Presidential  D i n ner was the formal  end to our 
Reu nion, and as with the rest of the mea ls, the caterers 
d id us proud with an excel lent d inner. This was fol lowed 
by the a n nouncement of the winners of the Motor 
Treasure H u nt, and this year it was David Harris·on. There 
were then m uch deserved thanks to Nick Briggs and J im 
Thelton for the excel lent orga nisation of  the weekend, 
Jane Turner for the wonderful flower arra ngements, the 
helpers from the recent leavers (who served us at the 
tables), the caterers, C lem and Margaret Cox, Pa u l  
F ra m pton, who is stepping down as General Secretary 
after 6 years, a nd, of cou rse, Lesl ie Harrison for h is  year 
as President. The fin a l  Rocket had 93 present after which 
fond farewel ls  were said, a nd many left for home. 

All of us can look back on this weekend as being a nother 
successful  a nd happy Reunion. 

Hugh Waflis 



PR E S ID ENTIAL ADDRES S  

Old Scholars, Friends, 

May I start by thanki ng you for the honour you have given 
me i n  making me your president and for the privi lege to 
follow so many i l l ustrious predecessors, my brother Arthur 
incl uded. 

MY TH EME THIS EVENING IS CAR ING FOR PEOPLE 

We are now entering the H i  Tech age, when many a re 
spel lbound by the equ ipment that has been developed for 
so many fields of spec ia l isation; accounta ncy, engineering 
design, chemical  ana lysis, robots, biolog ical  analysis - it is 
an a l most end less l ist of h i  tech app l ications. 

The computer ta kes over i n  so many fie lds and the 
working man is replaced by hi tech in m u ch of the so­
cal led civi l ised nations the world over. As observers we 
are so often left with our eyes and mouths wide open i n  
bemused wonderment, a l most disbel ief. 

Last year ! . B . M .  held a series of exh ibitions of their  
computer and electronic capabi l it ies throughout Europe. 
One of these was held in York. I attended it, a nd left with a 
feel ing of awe and bewilderment. I wa l ked home in active 
state of m i nd a mazed by the present state of electron ic 
wizardry and wondering what next? I suddenly cha nged. 
the direct ion of my thoug hts and real ised that each one of 
us has, on our shou lders, a p iece of eq u i pment with a far 
greater potent ia l :  "the bra in" .  It can constantly hop from 
one programme to another, uses far less energy, has been 
the creator of a l l  that has so far developed in the world of 
civi l ized atta i n ments and h i  tech adva ncement, and the 
human bra in  has an in-bu i lt capacity of surviva l even in 
extreme situations. It is part of an i ncred ible i nformation 
col lecting network of our sensory receptors, touch, taste, 
smel l ,  feel ing, hearing, seeing.  

The bra i n  has a tremendous power of reasoning a nd 
communication, u n ique i n  the l iving world, as wel l  as a n  
in-bu i lt capacity of mora l assessment, if w e  w i s h  t o  use it.  
It has a lso, I fear, a tremendous capacity for arrogant 
pomposity. 

The human bra in ,  even in the most c iv i l ised members of 
our species, has a fearfu l ly developed capacity for 
destruction of the environment. We use and abuse other 
forms of l ife as if i t  were our r ig ht, a nd destroy the very 
means of our ecologica l  futu re, by capita l is ing our 
resources with complete d isregard for the future merpbers 
of our species. When I consider the other species ·of 
a n i m a l s  of the world, not one "'as destroyed thousa nds of 
its k ind i n  one big bang, gassed m i l l ions as a means of 
removi ng opponents or competitors, tested drugs, 
radiation, weapons, chemicals etc., on its own or other 
species; man has not been their g u i nea: pig . Has man the 
right to be proud? 

I wou ld l i ke to quote from "Radio Ti mes" with perm i ssion 
from Roger Woddis and the B .B .C .  

ROGER WODDIS TALKING OF ANI MALS 

HIS POEM 

The Otter and the Beaver met 
One afternoon in M ay; 
The Beaver said, 'Ca n 't stop to chat. 
This dam will take all day' 
'Oh, damn the dam ! '  the Otter said, 
'Why don't you ever play?' 

The Rabbit, hopping i n  the sun 
Stopped when he saw the Toad, 
And said, 'Why are you lying there, 
All sq uashy in the road?' 
The toad rep l ied, 'Some motorists 
Don't know the hig hway code'. 

The Mouse was eating bread and jam.  
Which tasted rather n ice, 
And when the Kestrel hovered by, 
He offered h i m  a sl ice. 
'No, thank 'you, mate, ' the kestre( said.  
' I 'd rather go for mice' .  

Some a n i ma l s  must ki l l  to l ive, And some, a las, succumb, 
But few, it seems, are keen to blow 
The world to K i ngdom come; 
For humans are i ntel l igent, 
and an i mals are dumb. 

So with these thoug hts i n  my m i nd I turned to my 
occupation, that of caring for people and the awareness of 
my good fortune i n  th is  sphere. How I chose my career is 
not absol utely clear - it may have been the result of a 
personal accident at 1 1  years of age and the consequent 
help gai ned from a pract itioner friend of my parents. It may 
have been the inf lu ence of many people in my yo unger 
and deve lopi ng l ife; for i nstance Dr.  Schweitzer's writi ngs 
on 'The Reverence for Life ' .  The sheer wonder of l ife was 
st i m u lated in me at S ibford by Arnold Darl i ngton and 
others. I beca me aware of the orderl i ness of l ife, and the 
symbiot ic  relationships i n  l ife and the order of the 
universe. I have tried to understand this order l i ness, if only 
a frag ment of it. Life is j ust i ncredible; no other adjective 
can be used, and it is h u man l ife that I have main ly tried to 
understand, assist and care for, over the last 45 years. The 
major deve lopment of my career started at The Ki ngston 
c l in ic  in Edi nburgh where I spent most of ten years helping 
and caring for people.  Duri ng th is  t ime I completed a five 
years' residentia l  tra i n ing cou rse at the then Edi nburgh 
School of Natural Therapeutics, associated with the 
K i ngston C l i n ic, surrou nded by people in need - seeing 
many arr ive i n  desperate states of i l l -health and leave on a 
new road to well-being, return ing from t ime to t ime and 
showing the tremendous self-hea l i ng power that resides 
with in  the human body. One of the Cl in ic 's a i ms was to 
teach the atta i n ment of High Level Health to resident 
pat ients and college students, and dur ing a lect ure a 
fel low student excla i med - "Gosh, you were meant to be 
here. Look at your i n it ia ls:  H .L .H ."  

One of  the  problems of  th is  H i  Tech age is the restless 
quest for speed. (What do we do with the time saved? I 
somet i mes wonder. )  One lesson I have had to learn and 
help others to real ise is that l i fe m ust be understood; it 



can not be hu rried without the consequence being one of 
deterioration in the person or the species. Babies with 280 
days to develop from conception to preparation for normal 
birth, should there-after mature slowly for 20-25 years to 
become adu lts, then reach their three score years a nd ten 
plus, if they have cared for themselves a nd if their 
forebears have done l i kewise. Oh, how often do we see 
the young being rushed to eat, crawl, walk, ta lk, when the 
less civi l ised, but more i n  tune with nature, feed from the 
breast for up to two years. 

We l ive in a world of special isation when the special ist is 
one who 'sees more and more in less and less'. I was 
trai ned in at least two basic principles ( 1 ) to sta nd back 
a nd look at the whole picture; to observe with as many of 
my senses as I could, and rely at f i rst on those in-bu ilt 
senses ,and develop them, rather than the H i  Tech 
diagnostic parapherna l ia of our day and (2) to be prepared 
to pioneer, not for its own sa ke, but for the well-be i ng of 
others; to seek the patterns of biolog ical activities that 
have been in existence s i nce Hippocrates and thousa nds 
of years before, factors which made possible human and 
other l ife-forms well  before the scientist started his 
special ised investigations. 

For well over 200 years those who fol lowed a s imi lar 
approach to health care, i n  Germany, Switzerland, Fra nce, 
America and the Far East, a nd helped bui ld the framework 
to this biolog ical understanding of human health, have 
been dubbed cran ks.  It is  i nterest ing to note that Shaw 
pointed out ' It's the cra n k  i n  the machine that keeps it 
turning' .  Today and with in  recent years th is  personal 
approach, that health is  one's own responsibi l ity is a l most 
becoming recogn ised. 

My Quaker background has a lso been of help, in particular 
George Fox's statement to Friends - "Wa l k  cheerful ly over 
the face of the earth looking for that of God in every man."  
I th ink  that most, if not  a l l  races a nd rel igions could 
respond to that statement if we add a n  extra '0 ' to God to 
m a ke good - i n  seeking good health, i t  is  only the good 
principles of l ife that wi l l  contribute to health, a nd then 
wi l l  come the abil ity to wa l k  cheerfu lly and b.e effective in 
l ife. 

Many aspects of these good developments in the sphere of 
com m u n ity health, resu lt from the excel lent contributions 
made by civi l eng ineers, bui ld ing inspectorates, arch itects, 
city and cou nty planners, health and environmental health 
officers, town and country clea nsing departments, to name 
but a few. I fear that they are often left out of the credit 
l ists in our civi l ised society. They have been responsible 
for the removal of major health hazards of our civi l ised 
con urbations and the creation of a better environment i n  
which t o  l ive. 

When I look at the m i racle of human l ife, I have the same 
spel lbound fee l ing I experienced at the I . B . M .  exhibition -
only more so; for insta nce, we th ink of explosions as 
destructive but the study of embryology shows how they 
can be creative. 

In human embryology, two hu ndred and eighty days after 
two m icroscopic particles u n ite, a baby is  produced, in this 
short space of t ime a miraculous explosion of cel ls a nd cel l  
special isation has occurred. I have spent a large part of my 
l ife expla in ing to prospective parents that this explosion 
ca nnot be r ight un less at the onset there are two hea lthy 
parents, love, tenderness, and a rea l desi re to have a baby. 

It has been shown by recent research that the l ength of 
nerve fi bre in a healthy baby's bra i n  at birth is three t i mes 
the distance between the earth and the moon; and a 
baby's red blood cells, if placed l ike a m i le of penn ies, 
wou ld encircle the earth two and a half t i mes. Do you 
agree it's a creative explosion? The human body is so 
wonderful; I often wonder why people treat their  sitt i ng 
room ca rpet with more respect than their bodies and then 
wonder why they are diseased. 

The TV. programme, 'Yes, M i n ister: featured the Min ister 
of Health's concern for the effect of smoking on health. 

It did in a tragi-comic way touch on one important aspect 
of our commercial age: the moral ity of our industries (such 
as tobacco, a rms, drugs and a lcohol) which is  put on one 
side i n  consideration of the f inancial  profits, which are 
then pla u sibly used to support worthwh ile creative 
activities such as the arts a nd sport - the worth of the ends 
j ustifies the i mmoral ity of the means. I wish it was more 
fashionable to use the in-bu i lt capacity of the mind for 
moral assessment, a nd develop more the social 
conscience of man.  A l ife cut short is a lways a tragedy for 
the person a nd his fa m i ly no matter how it is caused, 
whether by i ntoxication, a bomb, drugs or m u rder. If we 
a re concerned we should be concerned about a l l  
premature deaths, no matter what their  cause. 

I n  my professional work I am most concerned with l ife, its 
m a i ntenance and its atta i n ments, for l ife is va l ueless 
u nless it is  used. I have constant interest, for j ust as each 
of our f i ngerprints are different, so are the ways in which 
our bodies fu nction.  Every person presents some 
i ndividual  aspect of their health a nd their problems. Most 
of my weeks a re well  ba la nced between the older 
generation and the com ing generation. The first group can 
often be helped to atta i n  better health and the other is  the 
hope of the future when so m UCh can be done i n  this 
sphere to be so worthwh ile.  

I a m  often able to show young people that their health, 
months before conception is  brought about, determi nes 
the health of their chi ld .  I nformation j ust to hand serves to 
confirm t h is, for research done at Cambridge University by 
S u ra n i  in the last few months, has shown that in 
mammals, the mothers' genes largely lead to the 
development of the embryo, the baby; the father's genes 
main ly to the part of collect i ng nourishment for the baby, 
from the mother's bloodstream, cal led the placenta. This 
shows clearly that both mother a nd father each supply 
i mportant ha lves of the blue-print of l ife, which, when they 
come together, starts the healthy growth of the 'embryo, 
the baby, and eventual ly the adu lt. 

Working with the older age groups, I am often h u mbled by 
the way i n  which so many very il l people accept their 
problems a nd make l ig ht of them. 

Practitioners never prom ise cures, for, as I have explai ned, 
health is the resu lt of wi l l ing ness to play fa i r  with our 
bodies, g iv ing them pu rpose and the means of recovery 
a nd m a i ntena nce, which we should supply by whole a nd 
natural  l i ving foods, air ,  exercise a nd rest. In my practice I 
use diet, hydrotherapy, soft tissue manipu lation, 
manipu lat ive correction of injur ies, psychotherapy and a 
caring supportive role to a id recovery, a nd, most 
i mporta ntly, help people to see and rea l ise that it takes 
t i me a nd effort to create a nyth i ng, and personal effort is 
requ i red to gain H I G H  LEVEL H EALTH. 

I do hope that you have al l ,  l i ke us, had a most enjoyable 
weekend, and thank you for the wonderful reception you . 
have g iven Pamela and me. I have enjoyed the privi leged 
posit ion in which you have placed me, and now I know we 
are happy to welcome R ussel l  Steed as our next president. 
R ussell has done so m uch for Old Scholars' so often 
beh i nd the scenes, and it wi l l  be my very pleasant duty to 
hand over to h i m .  To end - I was rem i nded of the chairman 
who was sitting next to the speaker at a n  annual d i nner. 
The spea ker was dron ing on and on and had ta ken no 
notice of coughs, sh uffl ing of feet, or pul ls  at his tai ls. 
F ina l ly, i n  desperation, the Chairman beckoned to the 
Toast Master and whispered to him, "H it him on the head 
with you r  gavel !"  

The Toast Master stood poised, but  owing to  nervousness, 
h it the Chairman by m ista ke. The Chairman,  as he slowly 
sl ipped under the table, pleaded, "H it me aga i n !  I can st i l l  
hear  h i m ! "  

"So, before such a req uest is  made tonig ht, I w i l l  conclude 
and say, Tha n k  you . "  

H. Leslie Harrison 
August 1 987 



PRES ID ENT'S PROFILE 

All  m y  l ife I seem never t o  have been f a r  fr6m the 
i nf l uence of the Society of Fr iends. I was born into a 
Friend fam i ly, and a Meeting that acts as a mag net on 
young people. I was one of a large crowd of you ngsters 
which met there. 

I spent six happy, if not too eventful ,  years at S ibford. I had 
two attempts at '0' levels.  The second, with considerable 
assistance, gave me Maths and Physics, and access to the 
path to a career i n  eng i neering.  

At about the t ime I left Sibford my home Meet ing was 
being revita l ised as a result of b u i ld i ng modifications. We 
now had a very strong Young Friends group which took its 
fu l l  part in the l ife of the Meeti ng .  From t h is group I found 
my way to B i rmingham Young Fr iends a nd al l  that they 
were i nto. One of their activities was running i nternationa l 
workcamps based i n  B i rmingham, with assistance from 
Quaker Workca mps ( now Quaker I nternational  Service 
Projects). We gave hol idays to c h i ldren from poorer parts 
of Birmingham and organ ised playschemes based at 
Moseley Road Friends' I nstitute. All this activity brought 
me i nto closer contact with Warwicksh ire Monthly 
Meeting.  We kept them i nformed of our activities a nd they 
gave us their very generous support. S i nce then I have 
served as Monthly Meeting Assistant Clerk. 

I didn't get very far from S i bford either. I have m issed 
some Reunions. I served for a period as Assistant Reunion 
and Reunion Secretary. -

After leaving S ibford I contin ued my education with the 
assistance of a n  apprenticeship with the Central E lectricity 
Generating Board. I sti l l  work for them at Hams Ha l l  Power 
Station organis ing maintena nce work. 

In my leisure t ime I l i ke to get to the mountai ns, be they 
Snowdonia, the Lake District fells or the Alps, for wa lk ing 
and ski ing.  I am a lso active in a local a mateur drama group 
behi nd the scenes, although I have trod the boards a few 
ti mes. 

Russell Steed - President 1 987-88 

"OTH ER P E O PL E ' S  BU S IN E S S "  

We hear of two more Old Scholars who have had va ried 
and fascinating careers. 
ELIZABETH JOLLEY ( N E E  MON ICA ELIZABETH KNIG HT), 
at school 1 934-40, has had a d ist ingu ished l iterary career 
in Austra l ia  a nd writes: 
I have a lways wanted to write and I looked forward to the 
weekly letter writing t i me at school .  I admired the 
sentences which M iss Burgess gave us for pu nctuation 
exercises. I wrote stories to send home to my sister. The 
stories were about rabbits wh ich, I rea l ise now, resembled 
people. 

When I left school in 1940 I went straight i nto nursing, 
fi rst at an orthopaedic hospital in S urrey and later to the 
Queen E l izabeth Hospita l in B i rm i ngham. 

I went on writ ing.  I understand now that the wntmg 
helped me to overcome fi rst the pain of homesickness a nd 
later the lone l i ness of the "outside world" after years of 
being cherished at school .  Perhaps it helped too against 
the i n it ia l  shock of seeing, for the f irst t ime in my l ife, 
cr ippled chi ldren - badly crippled chi ldren who had spent 
the early years of their  l ife h idden away, and men 
wounded i n  a n  attack on a n  a i rcraft factory near the 
hospita l .  I would have run away from the hospital the f irst 
night but my school tru n k, with a l l  my clothes and books 
and my col lections of stamps a nd pressed wild flowers, 
had arr ived and I did not know how to get it away from 
there -so I stayed. Dur ing my years of n u rsing what I saw 
of human suffering, brought about by war, rei nforced my 
bel ief, begu n  at home and strongly nurtured at school, that 
a l l  war is wrong. 

Perhaps an i mportant event i n  my l ife has been the move 
from Brita i n, with my h usba nd and three chi ldren to 
Western Austra l i a  in 1 959 when my husba nd Leonard 
Jol ley, took up an appointment as Libra r ian at the 
Un iversity of Western Austral ia .  

W e  l ive i n  C laremont ha lf way between t h e  port of 
Freemantle and the city of Perth .  There is  a letter box i n  
C laremont which marks t h e  spot where t h e  post runners 
used to exchange m a i l  bags. We a re on the banks of the 
Swan river and only a few m i n utes, by car, from the Indian 
Ocean .  

I n  Austra l i a  I have worked as a n u rse, a door-to-door 
salesman (fa i led) a nd as a flying domestic (very successful )  
a nd I have been writi ng radio plays, stories a nd novels 
which,  after many years of being rejected, are now being 
accepted and publ ished. For the last ten years I have been 
teaching in the School of Eng l ish in the Curt in  Un iversity 
of Technology, Perth. I teach too in the prisons and i n  
remote cou ntry towns. Last year I was g iven a n  honorary 
doctorate. 

We have a smal l  orchard forty m i les away in the h i l ls 
where we keep geese and hens. It is an excitement for me 
to grow lemons and ora nges, peaches, nectarines a nd 
plums.  I enjoy looking after the fruit trees and the poultry. 
We now have three gra ndchi ldren, Matthew, Daniel a nd 
Al ice. The experience of being a gra ndmother is deeply 
moving.  I rea l ise now how much my grandmother must 
have loved me. 

Three of my ten books have received major awards and 
th is  year I was honoured as "Cit izen of the Yea r i n  Arts 
and Literature". There have been many t i mes dur ing my 
l ife when I have been gratefu l  for a n  i n ner strength which 
I bel ieve comes from the p la in  food, the spartan l ife and 
the privi lege of the faith and the specia l  cherishing a nd 
education we had at S ibford. 

I love receiving the Old Scholars' Magazine. I am gratefu l  
to M i ke Finch for a l l  the effort he ma kes on behalf of  us 
a l l , a nd I feel honou red to be i nvited to write a 
contribution. Tha n k  You.  



OTH ER P E O PL E ' S  B U S IN E S S  

R .  J O H N  BASE LEY a t  S i bford 1 930-35 writes: -After 
le<;lving S i bford in 1 935 I spent six years with Cadburys at 
Bournvi l le, and then the re mainder of the war years with 
the National Association of Boys Cl ubs doing youth work 
in S lough & Bristol . At the end of the war I entered the 
teaching profession through the Emergency Tra i ning 
Scheme a nd then taught al l  ages of ch i ldren i n  i nfant, 
j u n ior and secondary schools in Worcestersh ire, f ina l ly 
becoming head of a smal l  rural  a l l -age school in the south 
of the county. 
In 1 96 1 ,  f ind ing myself free of a l l  fa m i ly com m itments, I 
took a short contract as education officer in Northern 
N igeria, tra in ing  teachers in the old m ud-wal led city of 
Katsina,  and inspecting schools i n  the fa r north-east of the 
cou ntry bordering Lake Chad. Dur ing this t ime, l iving a nd 
working in an Is lamic culture, I found it fascinating to keep 
the month of fast ing with my students during Ramadan 
and to ride i n  the cava lcade durir'1g the Salla celebrations 
which fol lowed. On leav i ng N igeria I drove my Land-rover 
across the Sahara, through the N iger Republ ic and 
Algeria, then on to Tunisia, Sici ly, and homewards across 
Eu rope. 
The remain ing years of my career were spent at 
Goldsmith's Col lege i n  S E  London, where, in the School of 
Education, I was able to extend my i nterest on- other 
cu ltures, exploring with my students the chal lenges and 
opportun ities in the f ield of m u lt i-cultural education as it 
related to the chi ldren from the different imm igrant groups 
l iv ing in the area. Through t h is work I developed a close 
relat ionship with many fa m i l ies which lead to visits spent 
with the extended bra nches of these fa m i l ies - in the 
Punjab living with a S ikh fa mi ly  near the Golden Temple in 
Amritsar, i n  Cyprus, the West I ndies and Hong Kong. 
Dur ing these years I was a lso able to go back to West 
Africa - teach ing with Brit ish Counci l  sum mer schools i n  
G ha na a n d  t h e  Cameroons. O n e  sum mer was $pent i n  
North America with camp kit, a folding b i k e  a n d  a two­
month G reyhound bus t icket, trave l l ing from the east coast 
to the west, and back aga in,  visit ing schools, friends a nd 
relations in the U.S .  and Canada. 
With the govern ment cut-back i n  teacher tra i n i ng places 
came the opportunity to take early ret irement at sixty. By 
this t ime I seemed to have developed chameleon- l i ke 
characteristics. Although I have never been very good at 
learn ing other lang uages - perhaps the resu lts of the very 
eccentric French teach i ng I experienced at S ibford in the 
early 30 's, I t h i n k  I have the knack of knowing how to be 
accepted and how to merge i nto different cultural 
backgrounds. Retirement has g iven me a wonderful 
opportun ity to extend my experiences, and in the last eight 
years I have used two 'rou nd-the-world' a i r  t ickets to visit 
Thailand, Hong Kong, Japan, Austral ia ,  Hawai i ,  Canada, 
the U .S .A. a nd the West Indies; a lso, after a second visit to 
Japan,  I trave l led back home via R ussia, using the Trans­
S i berian Rai lway. 
In 1 980-81  I was in Kenya with Quaker Peace and 
Service, tryi ng to work as a n  educational  advisor to the 
East African Yearly meet i ng - not too successfu l ly, I am 
afra id. 
Two years ago I had the cha nce to go back to China,  
teaching Engl ish at the I nstitute for National it ies i n  
K u n m i ng, Y u n n a n  Province for a yea r .  My students, who 
were from m i nority groups in the far SW of China,  were 
excellent learners - a nd teachers. At the end of the year, 
in the spoken Engl ish of the group I taught most frequently 
, I could hear uncanny echoes of my own voice; and I ,  for 
my part, fO !Jnd myself fee l i ng q u ite Ch i nese, even to the 
extent of worrying about losing face! 
When I l eft Kunming I trave l led on to Hong Kong via 
Chongqing and the Yangtze R iver. I stayed in Hong Kong 
for a couple of months, teach ing at the Br itish Counci l  
sum mer school there, then f lew to Bangkok and travelled, 
mostly by surface, through southern Tha i land, Malaysia, 
Java and Bal i  to Austra l i a  and New Zea land. I stayed i n  the 
Antipodes for last wi nter, f ina l ly buying a ca mper-van in 
Sydney and driving it to Perth - where it is wa iting for me 
to return in September to dr ive up north to Da rwi n,  Al ice 
Spri ngs, Queensland a nd then . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _ .  who knows? 

John 8ase/ey 



R E U N I O N S  G O N E  BY 
A col lect ion of photographs from t h e  1 937 Reu n ion a nd (overleaf) t h e  School Staff i n  1 887. 





"To be a well-fa voured man is the gift of fortune; but to write and read 
comes by nature " 

Much Ado About Nothing 3. 3. 1 3  
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DAYB R EAK 

Four o'clock o n  a cold S u nday morning i n  February and everything i s  peacef u l  a n d  tra nqui l .  T h e  dew g l i stens like smal l  
crysta l  ba l ls  h a nging from the l u sh green vegetation. The early morning m ist s its i n  ribbons across the empty landscape. 
Silence is broken momentari l y  by the roar of a lorry on an overnig ht delivery t h u ndering down the road. The sou nd passes 
and he turns towards the twi lig ht peeping over the horizon of a land that seemed far away. 
An hour drifts by and the morning lig ht  grows, stretc h i ng and gent ly warming a l l  that  it meets. F irst signs of l ife are 
appearing . A fox, back from a n ight ly h u nt ing trip, return ing to feed her cubs. A badger ambles slowly past his watchful  eyes. 
Six o'clock and the s u n  has c leared most of the mist to reveal the playf u l  rabbits frolic k i ng in the grass, a lways u nder the 
watchful  eye of their mother. She stands g uard to protect or warn them of an attack from a predator, l urki ng, sta l k i ng, set to 
kill without a moment's hesitation. 
He turns his position,  seeing sma l l  birds on their first few triPS of the day to collect food for their young who need to grow 
and to one day ta ke the ir  place. Things are now coming a live, the sun g liste n i ng throug h  the tree-tops casts evi l  shadows on 
the world below. 
S hots r i ng out and h i s  attention instantly focu ses on the poachers scouring the hedgerows for things to shoot, trap and k i l l .  
Sensing t h e  danger, he ta kes t o  t h e  wing, soaring h ig h  over the  trees a n d  t h e  world below. H e  flies t o  his home i n  an old oak 
tree, a hole in the side where he sits. Closing his eyes h e  sleeps, awaiting the next daybrea k .  

Graham Stewart 



WH O 'S I N FERI OR? 
There wa s a r u m b l e  a n d  sh udder a s  t h e  b u s  drew away. A t h i c kset, o l d i s h  m a n  c l a m bered u p  the 
sta i rs to t h e  top deck.  H e  was s m a rt l y  d ressed in  a dark t h ree-p i ece s u it,  co l l ege t i e  and bow l e r  h a t  
and cl utched a br ief-case a nd ro l l ed - u p  u m bre l l a .  

T h e  b u s  l u rc h e d  a g a i n  a n d t h e  com m uter h a l f  f e l l ,  h a l f  sat back i nto a n  e m pty seat.  H e  fo u n d  h i mself  
seated ne xt to a yo u ng e r  man wea r i n g a pa i r  of jea n s  a nd a sweats h i rt .  T h e  comm uter r u m m aged 
a ro u nd, prod uced a c r u m p led copy of 'The T i mes'  a nd h id h i s face b e h i n d  it .  

It wa s n 't long before the cond u ctor, who h a ppened to be of West I n d i a n  or ig i n ,  came ro u nd .  

' Tickets please . "  

The com m uter appea red not t o  hear ,  a nd ca r r i ed o n  read i ng h i s  paper.  

" E xcuse me,  s i r, yo u r  t i c ket p l ea se ! "  T h e  con d u ctor r a i sed his vo ice s l ight ly .  H e 'd had a l o n g  day,  and 
he d i d n 't part ic u l a r ly  want to be kept wa i t i n g .  

"Al r i g ht, a l r ig ht, G odda m m i t ! "  The com m uter l ooked u p  a nd not iced the colour  o f  t h e  conductor.  

"What a re you do i ng in t h is job a nyway, this is  E n g l a nd , you know ! "  

" I' m  as E ng l ish a s  yo u , "  sa i d  t h e  cond u ctor i c i l y  a s  he c l ipped t h e  t ic ket . 

"You a re not, by G o d !  G od b l ess t h e  d ays of t h e  E m p i r e ,  what? T h e n  yo u 'd know yo u r  p l a c e .  You a l l  
come over here a nd s it  o n  yo u r  backsides t h rowi n g  b r i cks a t  pol icemen,  why do n 't you g o  hom e?" 

The cond uctor's h a nd shook, h e  knew t h a t  if  h e  h e a rd a not h e r  word h e  wo u l d n 't be able to stop 
h i mself from t h u m p i n g h i s i n s u lter . 

B u t  the comm uter's j a w  sna pped s h ut a nd h e  went back to "The T i m e s " .  The conductor moved o n  
without a word, h e  knew h e  wo u l d n 't sta nd a c h a nce i n  t h e  London cou rts.  

" B l oody coon, "  g r u nted the comm uter . 

"Yo u 're a bit  b l eed i ng 'o l i er  t h a n  t h o u ,  mate, " s a i d  the m a n  next to h i m . "Just 'cos 'e's colou red it 
don 't m a ke no diffe rence, 'e 's j u st the sa me a s  you a n '  me . It 's yo u r  type that ca u ses a l l  the trou b l e . "  

"Why d o n 't y o u  m i n d  yo u r  own b u s i ness,  l itt le m a n , "  g l a red t h e  co m m uter ove r t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  T i mes.  
" I  s u ppose yo u ' re an a rdent soc i a l i st . O r  i s  i t  a n archy you want? Let m e  te l l  you that's  what yo u ' l l  get  
with foreigners in  the cou ntry. Send 'em a l l  back where t h ey came from, what ! "  

" I ' m m i d d l e  0 ' t h e  road a ct u a l ly,  b u t  pol i t ics  a i n 't the issue,  i t 's  common decency. ' E 's a s  E n g l i s h  a s  
yo u a n '  me, t h i s  i s  where ' e  comes from . "  

"G ood God m a n ,  a n  E ng l i s h m a n  i s  a wh ite ma n ! "  

"You ca l l  yourself  a patr iot, yea h ?  Yo u ' re about  a s  patr iot ic a s  brown st uff I get o n  my s h oe w h e n  I 
wa l k  i n  the g utter ! "  

"Go to h e l l ! "  

" N o .  G i ve me o n e  good reason why yo u th i n k  yo u ' re better t h a n  a colou red blo ke, why you t h i n k  you 
got a r i g ht to i ns u lt ' i m  but 'e's got no r i g ht to say a nyt h i ng back?" 

" I  fo ught in the war, G odda m n it .  I 've done somet h i ng for this cou ntry! " 

"So you k i l l ed a few G e r m a n s. That d o n 't do n ot h i n g  for me mate, that don 't g i ve me a job. " 

' There a re p l enty of jobs if you look, " sna pped t h e  com m uter.  

"H ow wo u l d you know, you r ich g it ,  yo u 're probably so we l l -o i led you don 't need to wor k ! " 

The bus ca me to a sta ndst i l l  a nd t h ey got u p  to go down the sta i rs .  

"You don't deserve a job, " sa i d  t h e  comm uter.  

That rea l ly h u rt .  

" P u s h  off ! "  

The comm uter s h oved t h e  m a n ,  w h o  st u m b l ed down t h e  sta irs .  

"Yo u 'd better watc h it mate,  before I p ut you i n  'ospita l , "  g rowl ed the m a n .  

"You wo u l d n 't d a re ! "  

The u n e m ployed m a n ' s eyes b l a zed, h e  swu n g  a p u n c h .  T h e  co m m uter st u m b l ed back c l utc h i n g h i s  
jaw, fe l l  o u t  o f  the b u s  a nd l a nded sprawled i n  t h e  cold, wet street. H i s  br iefcase a nd u m br e l l a  
c l atte red to t h e  g r o u n d  beside h i m .  The u n e m p l oyed m a n  j u mped out a nd d i sa ppea red i nto t h e  
darkness o f  the street. 

" H e l p  me up, G od d a m n  you ! "  ye l l ed the c o m m uter to the c o n d u ctor,  but t h e  con d u ctor j u st t u r n ed 
away, sm i l i ng .  

Tim O 'Brien 



T E ETH 

I had to go to the orthodontist to see about a brace. While I 
was there they took some X-rays. A wom a n  stuck two plastic 
th ings i n  my ears attached to something over my head. Then 
she said "Th is won't be very painful,  just a bit uncomforta­
ble . "  It ki l led! F irst she took the X-ray sideways on. Then she 
said " O . K .  now we are going to twist . "  She did not say which 
way, then Wha m !  Screech! My earholes were twice the size 
they were before. I twisted left. When I eventu a l ly got out of 
the orthodontist's I had a very bad earache! 

Julian Clarke 

CHAI M BLU M  

Cha i m  B l u m's face glowed as he stooped over the stove 
beh i nd h is sweet-shop, st irr ing a large pot of chocolate bub­
bl ing l i ke molten lava. Regina came plodding a nd thumping 
down the sta i rs placing her two bu lg ing su itcases at e ither 
side of her. She stood and tearful ly  took her last g l a nce at her 
beloved h usband. 
"Oh C h a i m , "  she gasped, "I  hate to leave you, my home and 
al l  we have establ ished over these thi rty yea rs". 
"Wel l ,  don't go. Stay here with me. I a m  sure it won't be as 
bad as people say. " 
"No, that's where you're wrong.  H it ler has made h is  a nti-se­
m itic plans q u ite expl icit .  Don't l ie  to yourself, leave now and 
we' l l  set up a n ice cosy home I n  England. " 
"How many t imes must we run? We have left our home i n  
R ussia,  Poland and w e  have just got settled here i n  Germa ny. 
Now you are prepar ing to flee, to tear up your roots, you r  
secu rity, a l l  over a g a i n .  No Regina - I don't have t h e  strength 
nor the w i l l .  To leave now wou ldn't be saving myself, th is  
moving tears me apart. I would be saving noth i n g . "  
R e g i n a  r a n  over t o  Chaim and, bursting i nto tears, f lung her 
arms a round h is neck, she grasped hold of h i m .  Chaim put 
one arm around her a nd, with h is other hand, he removed the 
c l ing i ng tear-soaked h a i r  from her face. He took a deep breath 
and said:  "Now Arnold a nd Rosa wi l l  take good care of you .  
You m ust not worry about me.  M a k e  a go of it  and write to 
me, my pretty lady. I ' l l  reply as often as I ca n .  It is so Important 
that we keep in touch . "  
Reg lna nodded a n d  withdrew herself from t h e  security and 
wa rmth of her husband's arms. She returned across the 
room, where she picked up her bags and made for the door. 
Before she opened it she tu rned and in a weak, sorrowful  and 
husky voice, whispered: 
"I love you,  even though you 're such a stubborn old fellow, " 
a nd With a t inkle of the shop-door bel l ,  she was gone, leaVing 
Cha i m  a lone and empty, but pleased that his loved ones 
would soon be safe. 
Soon after Reg i na 's depa rtu re with Arnold and Rosa a gang of 
brown-shirted youths smashed the g lass of Cha i m 's shop 
front with c lubs and stones, daubing his wa l l s  With swastikas, 
Sta rs of Davld and anti-semitic slogans. C h a l m  B l u m  na ively 
went to the loca l pol ice-station where the i nspector cla imed 
he needed further i nformation about the i ncident. He tricked 
him I nto going i nto a side-room where he was deta i ned unt i l  a 
smal l  grey prison van arr ived to take h i m  away. 
Though no one knows for sure, it  IS  most l i kely that my great­
gra ndfather was exterm i nated I n  Auschwitz concentration 
camp sometime around 1 942. 

Jo Rose 

DRAYTON MANOR 

We woke up at  7.30 for brea kfast at 8 .00, later we t a l ked 
about w h at rides we would go on over breakfast. 

Then we went down to the M a n o r  to wait for the coach.  
When it came everyone p i led in .  There were about seventy 
of us in a l l ,  i n c l u d i n g  Mrs.  ' T '  and M r .  Bate m a n ,  and a 
port ion of Old Scholars .  

When we left it  was f a i r l y  d r y  b u t  a's w e  a pproached B i r­
m i ng h a m  it started to r a i n  a nd, by the t i me we had even­
t u a l l y  got t here, it  was c h uck ing i t  down. 

Once we were at Dray ton M a n o r  we were g iven o u r  wrist­
bands a nd were told what t i me we had to be back for 
l u nc h  a nd tea.  Then we d a s h ed off to try to be f i rst to go 
o n  as m a ny t h i n g s  as we cou ld.  The park had o n ly j u st 
opened so there were h a rdly  a ny people t here a nd getting 
f irst go was n o  proble m  at a l l .  

T h e  " Log F l u me" w a s  f i rst o n  t h e  l ist.  O n  t h i S  you c l i m b  
i n t o  a sort o f  h o l l owed-out l o g  and a re p us hed o u t  to dr ift 
a r o u nd a c h a n nel u nt i l  you get to...a ra m p  with a conveyer 
on it. Then you a re p u l led up the r a m p  a nd i t  p u shes you 
rea l ly h a rd at the top so you s h oot down the other side i nto 
a rea l l y  deep c h a n ne l .  I got completely soa ked, but it  was 
so m u c h  f u n  you didn't rea l l y  notice it .  

Then we went on a t h i ng c a l led t h e  " Pi rate S h i p "  which i s  
a h ug e  b o a t  a nd holds a bout  forty peopl e .  It  i s  swu ng, 
gently at  f irst, but then it gets rea l l y  sca rey a nd j u st about 
goes past 90 degrees. I n c idental ly, I e nded up g o i ng o n  it 
at  least f i ve t i mes. 

I forced myself  to g o  o n  the r o l l er-coaster for the very f i rst 
t i m e  in t h i rteen years. It  is q u ite good with a ' loop the loop' 
in it. (I st i l l  have to keep m y  eyes closed w h e n  we shoot 
a r o u nd i t . )  I went on it  n i ne t i mes a nd st i l l  look forward to 
the next t i m e .  

We w e n t  o n  the "Wa ltzer" w h ere you c l i m b  into a car a nd 
it goes u p  a nd down a c i r c u l a r  track a nd s p i n s  a r o u nd very 
f a st at  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  M y  fr iend,  T i m ,  was near ly  s ick  on 
it, but I had g reat f u n .  

After that  w e  w e n t  o n  the P a r a  Tower and the Big  Wheel.  
The Para Tower was q u ite good. F i rst you go u p  o n  a metal 
cage, then you a re dropped from the top ( about 40 feet) 
a nd the parachute o n l y  inf lates at  30 feet so you end up 
dropp i ng very fast before a nyth i n g  h appens.  

When we got l u nc h  we ate it o n  t h e  cable car  and tra i n .  
W h e n  t h a t  w a s  f i n i shed w e  dashed around a nd went on a s  
m a ny t h i ng s  a s  we could :  Dodgems, F ly ing Dutchman a n d  
severa l others I could n a m e .  

A ltogether ,  t h e  t r i p  w a s  v e r y  g o o d  a nd I w i l l  go a g a i n  next 
year if  t here i s  a nother o u t i n g .  

A/ex Day 



G O LD F I S H  
Swi m m i n g ro u n d a l i tt l e  bowl 

H i d i n g i n  t h e  weeds 
S ee i n g a l l  t h e  f u n ny fa ces 

Loo k i n g  i n  at  m e  
G ett i n g  fed b ut o n ce a day 

I s n 't ve ry f u n ny 
B ut i t  does n 't m atte r m u c h  

' Cos I ' m n ot ve ry h u n g ry .  
John Sto/wood 



�� , 
BATTLEG R O U N D  

Towards the end of last Sum mer holidays, my family and I went over to the 
First World War battlefields in France. I have always been interested in the 
First World War and its appalling loss of human life. The trip was both 
interesting and sad - sad because there are just so many cemeteries out 
there. 

We went to Ypres first, where gas was used during 1 9 1 5 . The Germans 
used it, causing terrible casualties among the English and French soldiers. 
We stayed in Ypres (or Wipers as it was called by the English Tom mies 
because it rained so much), for three days. We then drove to Som me, not 
very far away, and stayed in an hotel. Som me was perhaps even sadder. 
From our hotel we had a good view of the statue of the G olden Virgin. This 
became a symbol of hope for British soldiers who be lieved that when the 
statue fell down the war would end. It was toppled by the blast from a 
German shel l in 1 9 1 8 , the year the war ended. There were lots more 
cemeteries at the Som me where, in one day alone, 25,000 soldiers fell. 

When we went home I was thinking about all those soldiers who were 
kil led and about a whole lost generation. 

Jarnes Thorn 



DRAR G O  

Downstairs, somewhere, a door crea ked 

I pressed back agai nst the w a l l ,  m y  mouth h a lf-open i n  
fear. I could hear n o  VOices, s o  crept down t h e  sta i rs.  Step 
by step I c o u l d  feel m y  toes s i n k  into the soft ca rpet. I was 
sweating With fear a nd m y  h a nds were shaking.  I trembled 
at the bottom of the sta i rs.  

I q u ick ly  ra n behind the kitchen door,  there I could rest a nd 
th ink what to do. Perhaps it was burglars.  

I had to stop them ! I cou l d  hear the refrigerator open a nd 
somet h i ng crashed to the f loor. Then sl u r p i ng nOises could 
be heard.  I was so scared I J u st did not know what to do. I t  
w a s  probably t o o  big for m e  to h a n d l e  a n d  by the sound of 
th ings it m u st be d r u n k .  I c o u l d  hear the pa ntry cupboa rd 
open as I ran in a n d  shouted . 

"Who are you? What are you d o i n g 7  You m i g h t  as we l l  
come out o f  that  cupboard . I 've got you s u rrounded ! "  N o  
a n swer S o  I r a n  t o  the pa ntry door a n d  smash ed i t  shut,  
and then lea ned hard a g a i nst it .  

The next t h i n g  I knew, I was Sitt ing at  the bottom of the 
pa ntry door a nd had j ust wakened u p .  I sat .  help l ess, 
agai nst the door t h i n k i ng about what I should do, when I 
remembered that there was no sound from t h i s  cupboard, 
it was probably asleep. So I peeked i nto the pa ntry and you 
w i l l  never g uess what I saw! My pet water-dragon cal led 
Drargo. He was one and a h a lf meters now a nd he could 
easi ly get out of his tank a nd go downsta irs What a waste 
of t i me.  B ut Drarg o  thought not. He was l ic k i n g  h i s  l ips at 
the cereal  boxes. 

Martin Gough 



A FACE L I K E  MAR BLE 

The car lay o n  its side, its green body gnarled and broken. 
All was si lent. He slowly rega i ned consciousness and awoke 
into a n ightmare. He felt numb; saw noth i ng but a bright, fu l l  
moon casting an eerie l ight around h i m .  The blood gl istened 
on his hands, he was sti l l  cl utch ing the steer i ng wheel .  He 
cou ldn't move - noth ing moved. 
H i s  mi nd tried to take in what had happened but a l l  he could 
th ink of was her. She had come with him and where she was 
now he did not know. All he could remember was how happy 
he'd been. 
It had been three of the best weeks of his l ife. For once, 
nothing had gone wrong. He'd never felt l i ke this before. To 
know what it was l i ke to rea l ly love someone, to treasure 
every moment they spent together, each note she would leave 
for h i m .  The feel ing of pride as he walked down the street. He 
could show the world how happy he was . . . .  
He felt his neck twitch and Instantly turned h is head towards 
the passenger seat. Her face was pale, cool l i ke marble; her 
head leant gently upon the passenger wi ndow, her eyes star­
ing at nothing.  Along the side of her neck there was a th in  
l i ne of  blood which had trickled down and stained her  white 
jacket. 
He felt tears. H i s  vision bl urred until a l l  he could see were 
blue flashes. 
It  had taken several hours for the accident to be reported. 
When the police f inal ly arrived they had to pr ize the driver's 
f i ngers from the steering wheel 

Robert Temp/eton 

TH E D EVIL WITH I N  

"Damn I t ! "  he said as the stick spun across the floor, "El len ! "  
"Yes S i r, I ' m  com i ng . "  
"Fetch the stick, g ir l"  
"Yes sir" - "Thank you . " he said,  "You may go back to your 
work now E l len . "  
Lord W l l l iam was probing wel l  I nto h i s  eighties and h is  age 
showed. The moon-shaped crests of white hair  were combed 
over each ear and his ba ld patch sparkled l i ke a swim m i ng 
pool .  H is  eyes looked dead, l i ke stones, and their opaque 
green lenses seemed dark. His nose was crooked, he broke it 
i n  ch i ldhood plaYing rugby. This seemed the only remi nder of 
h is past. H i s  cheekbones were h igh and they jutted out 
sl ig htly, h is ch in  was dimpled and square-cut. He could not 
stand up stra ight as his back d id not perm it it, h i s  stance was 
s l ightly bent and he had trouble wal k i ng - hence the wa l k i ng 
st ick which he found increaSingly annoying.  The pol ished 
floors in the house were l i ke ice and he continuously s l ipped 
on h i S  stick and sprawled across the floor. 
The house portrayed Lord W i l l iam's character. It was a 1 6th 
century Manor, panel led with mahogany and lavishly fur­
nished with a ntiques. Large g i lded pictures hung,  their  faces 
softened with a layer of dust.  
He sat i n  a chair ,  it was worn from constant use and the stuf­
f ing peeked through one arm. The log f ire crackled nearby and 
warmed h is ch i l led bones. O ut of habit he reached for his pipe 
rack but ItS place was empty. He had dropped the habit u nder 
doctor's advice, and he could now taste and smel l  th ings bet­
ter. Even though he had g iven it up it was too late to save 
h i mself. He could feel the black devi l  i nside h i m  consu m i ng 
and possessing h is body, gnawing him a l ive u nt i l  he dropped. 

Ben Tay/or 

S K I I N G  TR I P'87 

W h e n  we a rrived at t h e  M a nor,  a n  e xc ited M r .  Batem a n  
was s e e n  waving a r m s  a n d  frant ica l ly  poi n t i n g  at  h i s  
watc h .  T h e  t h i rty students a nd staff were gett i ng i mpa­
t ient, and tryi ng to keep calm by ta l k i n g  a bo ut last year's 
ski trip.  However, soon we were under way, trave l l ing 
towards Gatwick. U nfort u nately, we were delayed there 
for 3 h o u rs a n d  d i d n't a rrive I n  Leys l n ,  SWitzer land,  u nt i l  
a r o u nd 10  p . m .  

After being fitted with e q u i p me nt, w e  a l l  stu m bl ed t o  bed, 
b leary-eyed, e xpectant of the week that stretched a h ead of 
us .  

It  beg a n  fa r too early for m ost of us,  but once we were 
dragged outside the s u n s h i n e  a nd view were asto n i s h i n g .  
W e  c l u m ped off l i ke d i stressed c h i c k e n s  i n  o u r  heavy s k i  
boots. A q u ick s k i  test, t h e n  we were p laced i nto g r o u p s  of 
a b i l ity. W h i l e  t h e  beg i nners remai ned on t h e  n u rsery 
s lope ,  the other t h ree groups moved o n  to m ore adva nced 
r u n s  

By t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f i rst day,  o u r  faces w e r e  s u b merged i n  a 
sea of freckles a n d  s u ntan lotion .  No-one had rea l i sed how 
stron g  the scorc h i n g  E a ster sun wou l d  be a n d  our l i l ly­
w h ite faces were soon b u r nt a nd b l i stered. Most of u s  
stayed out  a l l  day, every d a y ,  from 9 . 4, s k i i n g  (or  try i ng t o  
s k i ) . We w e r e  i s s u e d  with packed l u nches a nd m u nched 
t h e m  basking in the s u n .  

After s k i i n g  w e ' d  troop back a n d  b u y  bars of chocolate to 
revive o u rselves. The eve n i n g  m e a l  brought presentations 
to the " Most Advanced Skier of the Day" a nd "S uper­
st u d " ,  w h i c h  M ike W i l l l a m s  invar iably won, to be s u per­
seded only o n  the l a st day!  

Apres s k i  each eve n i n g  w a s  an engrossing a ct ivity varying 
from ice-skat ing,  w here M r  G u y  was found to be a n  
expert o n  t h e  ' l ittle twir ls ' ,  t o  tobogga n i ng,  where we 
m ig rated to a l itt l e  c ha l et to s i p  h ot chocolate a n d  G l u  
we l n .  I n  t h e  d i SCO we h a d  t h e  d a nce floor to o u rselves 
Here D o m i n lc S e m lyen was n a m ed 'Joh n  Travolta 2nd'  
We h a d  sun a n d  snow m ost days,  a n d  so two I ntrepid sk i ­
ers decided to m a ke t h e  last day m e m orable by wea r i ng 
s horts a nd t - s h i rtsl 

Exce l lent i m p rovem e nts were made I n  the s k i i n g ,  espe­
c i a l ly by Mr. Agn ew, w h o  was s hown to be an experienced 
skier.  H e  led the u pper i ntermediates I n  style and speed, 
m a n a g i n g  t h e  powder s now perfectly. 

M a n y  d i d n 't want to leave a nd ,  ret u r n i n g  home,  s u itcases 
b u l g ed with the weight of chocolates, double our q uota . 

We wou l d  l i ke to t h a n k  everybody, M r .  Batem a n  espe­
c i a l ly, for our 'Bonnes Vacances',  a nd we hope to see you 
a l l  next yea r .  

Michel/e Wood 

TH E L I FT 

It was Dad's afternoon "off" a nd as G ra nd m a  a nd G randad 
were v i s it i ng we decided to g o  to "Toys - R - U s "  i n  
Wok i n g h a m .  W e  parked o n  t h e  seventh f l o o r  of t h e  m u lti­
storey car  park i n  which t h e  toy shop f i l led the ground 
f loor.  Six of u s  g ot into the l ift, the doors started to close 
but then opened a g a i n .  D a d  pressed t h e  "close" button 
a nd they s h u t  w i t h i n  an i n c h  a n d  we wa ited . We could not 
ope n the doors nor could we get the l ift to descend. Dad 
pressed the a l a r m  bel l  but n o  o n e  c a m e  at f i rst. I s houted 
" H e l p ! "  through the crack but sti l l  no one came.  
Eventu a l l y  a m a n  stood o n  t h e  ot her  side of t h e  door with 
a ye l low h e l m et, black jacket with meta l buttons a nd ye l ­
low p l a st i c  t r o u s e r s  - a F I R E MA N !  T h e y  p layed with the 
e lectr ics but noth i n g  h appened, t h ey k icked the door then 
t hey u sed a crowbar a nd we were free. 
We a l l  t h o u g h t  we n eeded some exercise so we went 
down the sta i r s  and saw t h e  f ire engine with its f lashing 
b l u e  l i g ht.  G r a n d m a  a n d  G ra n d a d  s a i d  t hey certa i n ly get 
tr ips with a d ifference when t h ey visit  us .  

Ju/ian C/arke 



D I G G I N G  U P  TH E PAST 

It was l i ke a br ight  orange f i re l i g ht i n g  up h e r  room as t h e  r is ing s u n  b u rned t h ro u g h  t h e  window to cause 

mysterious, yet wa r m i ng,  s hadows. 

K itty lay s u rrou nded by wa rmth,  ha l f  as leep - h a l f  awa ke, not d a r i n g  to open her u ltra-violet eyes for fea r of 

b l i n d i n g  t h e m .  S h e  t u rned over to look at her watch,  6.30 a . m . S h e  lay back with a b ig  s i g h .  Another day had 

beg u n . 

As Kitty stepped outside t h e  cool fresh a i r  h it her  i vory coloured face l i ke someone's cold h a n d  touc h i ng a wa rm 

back, and she i n h a l ed q u ick ly, wrapped her coat f irmly a ro u nd her del icate body a nd p u l led her scarf t ight .  

Wrapped u p  i n  her own thoug hts she d idn't notice the short, fat, s l i g htly wobbly f i g u re hobbl i n g  closely beh ind 

her ,  u n t i l  she reached the office steps. Then K i tty felt someone watc h i n g  her ,  but  she t u rned round a nd fo und 

not h i ng .  

T h e  off ice w a s  the sa m e  i s  i t  u s ua l ly w a s  on a Monday m o r n i n g ;  f u l l  o f  goss i p i n g  women w i t h  t h e i r  stea m i ng 

cups of coffee i n  t h e i r  ha nds, going ove r the weeke nd's eve nts. 

"Morn ing,  K itty ! "  shouted her best fr iend.  

Kitty waved over to a-g ro u p  of women h uddled around the coffee pot. 

"By the way, there was a phone ca l l  for you a bout ten m i n utes ago. It was a man,  but he wouldn't leave h i s  

n a m e .  He j ust sa id h e'd ca l l  b y  the office later." 

Kitty had a puzzled look on her face.  A phone ca l l  from a man? She never had phone cal ls from men. 

At 1 1 .30 Kitty stopped typi n g  a n d  got u p  to go for her brea k, when a man a pproached her, "Hel lo, Kitty". 

Kitty loo ked up,  she went pale and q u ickly sat down . 

"I j ust thought I 'd come a n d  see how you are," the deep voice sa id .  

Sti l l  K itty sat  a nd sta red at the f i g u re. 

Eventua l ly, in a q u ivering voice she said, 

"What do you want? Why are you h ere?" 

The stra nger lowered h i s  head.  

"I  had to see how bea utiful  you 'd becom e " 

"I told you I never wa nted to see you a g a i n .  You left me on my own seven years ago, with n ot h i ng, a nd you wa l k  

i n  here saying you wa nted t o  see how bea utiful  I 'd become . . . .  " K itty bega n  t o  cry 

"Kitty, I . . . . .  " 

"Get out !  You were n 't my fat h e r  then a n d  you're not h i m  now. Why d i d  you have to come here d i g g i n g  up the 

past . . .  G ET OUT. .  . .  " 

Jenine Weatherill 



J U ST A N  I M AG E 

Then it c a m e  to m e  l i ke a n  i m age l oo m i ng 

H i g h  a bout  my h ead, f l icker i n g  m o m e nta r i ly 

Soon to t h r u st forwa rd . 

H ow new that feel i n g  was 

F ro m  the d a r k ness to the c r i b  

P r i m a ry t o  a d o l escence 

T i m e  a nd I strode s ide by side 

It l ent me a n  ident ity and gave me a pen 

With t h i s  I started the mark I wo u ld l eave. 

H a i r  f la red, eyes wide I r u shed forward 

To seek the oth e rs a s  t h e i r  yo u ng h e a rts 

Were m o u lded i nto an even perspective 

O nwa rd the yea rs c a m e  rol l i ng q u icker  

Obta i n i ng a f i rm foothold o n  m id d l e  age 

B u t  not for long for soon it dr i fts away 

A p i t i f u l  s i g h t  with red r i m m ed eyes 

E n c losed in a f ra i l  case of sta l en ess 

At l ast the i mage fades, the m oths depa rt 

Always i n  search of a new l i g ht.  

WEND Y /MON/ORO 

/' 

/ 
/ 

/ 



THOUG HTS ON PR E P  

The t ime i s  7 . 1 5  and I breat h e  a s i g h  of rel ief - a l l  prep is  
f i n ished. I l i e  back i n  m y  chair  a nd gaze out  of the wi ndow. 
The f ield is  c lear  a nd t h e  s u n  pours onto t h e  l ush g rass.  
My eye f a l l s  o n  the g o a l post. I can r e m e m ber scoring the 
f ina l  goa l i n  the school  g a m e  and drea m of t a k i ng a 
pena lty a g a i n st Everton i n  the t h e  F . A .  C u p  F i n a l .  My eyes 
move to the r ight  a nd I see t h e  cr icket sq u a re with a fence 
around it .  I i m a g i n e  an i n n i ngs of a record score in a 
matc h .  I bowl out t h e  whole of o u r  opponents'  team with 
my fast bow l i n g .  In  the tennis courts I see two people 
playing a nd my m i nd ta kes me back to W i m bledo n .  Becker 
is  o n  the service l i n e .  I stand nervously  at the other end. 
He t h rows the ba l l  h i g h  a nd stri kes it with power. The ba l l  
s a i l s  over t h e  net a n d  l a nds perfectly i n  t h e  service box. 
With ease I ret u r n  it past h i m ,  and it l a nds in the far  
corner .  " G a me, set  and m atch to Tust i a n , "  booms over the 
P A. system . I cooly  wa l k  to the net  and s h a ke hands with 
the s h ocked Becker .  Then I am g i ve n  the m assive s h ield 
for the Men's Sing les Tit le.  

WI M BLEDON 

O n  Tuesday n ig h t  in prep the sky was dark and the air was 
f u l l  of heat. That m ade my thoug hts g o  back to the 
Wi mbledon tr ip .  We set  o u t  in  the morn i n g  a r o u nd seven 
o'clock.  It  was q u ite a ni ce day, everybody was very h appy 
a nd a n xIous to get there.  In the coach peopl e  were t a l k i n g  
and h a v i n g  conversations w i t h  friends. T h r o u g h  the 
wi ndows you could see people gett ing u p  and gett ing 
ready for  t h e i r  early morn i ng j obs. It  took u s  a bout 2 1 /2 
hours to a ctua l ly get there.  O n  o u r  way out o u r  E n g l i s h  
teacher Mrs G u y  gave us o u r  l u n c h  m o ney and o u r  
entra nce money. 

In the queue there were about 500 people, it  was a 
m assive, narrow queue.  My friends and I had to r u n  a l l  the 
way down to the bottom.  It  took u s  about 7/8 m i n utes to 
get there.  We h a d  to sta nd t he re for a long time, a nd t h e  
s u n  w a s  gett i ng h otter, a nd w e  s a w  people dying f o r  
somet h i n g  t o  d r i n k .  Then a l l  o f  a sudden the q u e u e  was 
moving - that meant that  the gates were opened. H a lf way 
to the gate we saw a BBC c a m era man f i l m i n g .  M y  friends 
made faces at him a nd obviously he was worki ng hard a nd 
was not very i nterested i n  what t hey were doing .  At last 
we got to the gate. The person i n  the wi ndow se l l ing the 
t ickets was a f u n ny- looking chap.  He thought  we were a 
couple of ten n i s  hool iga n s ! .  

A l l  t h e  s a m e  w e  bought o u r  t ickets. W e  got Court Two 
t ickets, with Helena S u kova a Czechoslova k i a n  p layer, a nd 
a M i ss Lou i s  a Br i t ish p l ayer.  H e l e n a  S u kova won. S he 

The cameras are on me.  This  leads my i m a g i nation to 
H olywood. "The new J a mes Bond, " t hey w h isper as I sa i l  
t o  t h e  ground i n  m y  p a rach ute. " H e  doesn't even use a 
stunt m a n "  the viewers cry as next I move down the death 
s l ide over the Thames and l a nd o n  Tower Bridge. There I 
grab the h e l icopter feet a nd I a m  l ifted from the ground.  I 
c l i m b  o nto the h e l icopter a nd force the door ope n .  I h it the 
pi lot  a nd t h row him o ut, I then l a nd the hel icopter and 
save the wor ld from the evi l  organ isat ion.  
"Patr ick,"  I h eard . " I  said you could g o . "  Everyone was 
looking at me. I was i n  Prep. "Oh, t h a n k  you . "  
I stand u p  a nd wa l k  o ut very red . People later a s k  me why I 
was m a k i ng hel icopter no ises and i m itation c heering 
crowds. 
M y  reply was " I  was j ust wi n n i ng W i m bledon a nd sta rr ing 
i n  a f i l m . "  
"What?" 
"You wou l d n 't u nderstand," I say. There was n o  pOint in 
tel l i n g  t h e m .  

Patrick Tustian 

was good, s h e  was rea l ly s k i n ny.  M iss Louis tr ied very 
hard.  She a l so did some fancy playing,  she was rather 
s ho rt and a bit  p l u m p .  After that k i nd of ga me, me a nd my 
fr iend went to get somet h i n g  to eat There we saw lots of 
i nternat i o n a l  p l ayers l i ke J i m my Connors and Steffie Graf .  
We a l so saw Boris Becker leaving the grou nds. We then 
went back to see the second game.  

It  was Mecir  a nd de Pa l m a .  Mecir  won t h e  game, he was 
rather a steady and sensit ive p layer a nd de Pa l m a  was j ust 
a h a rd h itt i ng p layer, but h e  was good. By then it was fo u r  
o'c lock a n d  w e  had t o  g o  b a c k  a nd meet M r s  G uy t o  c heck 
our names off. After that Patr ick a nd I decided to try and 
get centre court t ickets. O n  o u r  way there we saw a tennis 
p layer by the name of Steve Babruthy, he wasn 't very 
fa m o u s .  I got h i s  a utograph j ust in case one day he 
becomes famous.  Then we went straight  i nto centre court, 
l uc k i ly a couple h a d  f i n ished watc h i n g  the ten n i s  and they 
g ave t h e i r  t ickets to us beca use I was so c ute!  We 
i m mediately rushed to the two spare seats. 

We saw Ya n n i c  Noah playing one of the best p layers from 
France.  He was bri l l i a nt .  Then it was nearly t i m e  to go so 
we set off back to the coa c h .  By now people were t i red and 
were g o i ng back home.  O n  the coac h  people were t i red 
a nd were drift ing off to sleep. At 9.30 we got back, the 
n ig ht was dark.  That was when my friends tapped me to 
say it was end of prep. 

Kwabena Okyere 
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Fr i�nds of S i bfo rd S c h oo l  

R E PO R T  O N  'FO S S '  YEAR 1 986/7 

T h e  'Fr iends' h ave been p a r t i c u l a rly busy over t h e  l ast 
twe lve months a nd have developed m a n y  act iv it ies for 
w h i c h ,  though tentatively i ntroduced, they have g a i ned a 
reputation for enjoyment a n d  f i n a n c i a l  s u ccess. The 
comm ittee now m eets twice a term ( s u b - co m m ittees 
r u n n i ng specif ic  events more freq u ently).  Each term h a s  
provided opport u n it ies  f o r  p u p i l s '  part ic ipat ion ( a nd t h e  
pote n t i a l  f o r  t h e  involvement of pare nts, staff, o ld  scho l a rs 
a nd 'fr i e nds') .  It i s  encourag i ng to look b a c k  a nd appra ise 
our a c h ieveme nts - a n  ed ucat i o n a l ,  soc i a l  a n d  f u nd-ra i s i ng 
event each term, 'watc h -dog ' overtones a n d  a g e n u i n e  
concern t o  s e e  t h e  school m ove forwa rd w h e n  s i g n if icant 
nat ional  educat i o n a l  c h a n g es a r e  preva lent .  

At o u r  AG M i n  May 1 987,  our secreta ry ( J a n ette S ke a t h )  
reported that "FOSS" h a s  part ic i pated i n  more a ct i v i t i es 
t h a n  ever before !  These a re set out be low for readers who 
were unable to atten d .  Autumn Ter m :  28.9 .86 
ed ucat i o n a l  m e e t i n g  o n  the new G C S E; 1 2 . 1 0.86 - ' E a stern 
Pro m i se '  soc i a l  even i ng ;  2 9 . 1 1 . 86 - C h r i st m a s  F a i r  - when 
the school  ha l l  was transformed by coloured paperc h a i n s  
m a d e  d u r i n g  t h e  morn i n g  b y  p u p i l s  a nd ' h e l pers' .  Sta l ls 
ra nged from ' hot waff l e s '  a n d  h o m e - m a d e  good ies to 
ant iques a n d  hand-crafted g i fts; chr istmas shopping was 
defi n itely t h e  order of t h e  day.  Spring Ter m :  30. 1 .87 -
educa t i o n a l  m e et i n g  by Stephen B u n ney on Health  
Educat ion;  7 . 2 .87 - 'sponsored kn it '  ( w h i c h  i nc l uded 
tea c h i ng Step hen B u n ney a nd C h r i s  Batem a n  needle 
s k i l ls); 25 .3.87 - soc i a l  f u nction to celebrate t h e  open i n g  of 
the new m u s i c  school - a packed a uditor i u m  were 
pr iv i l eged to hear p u p i l s  and professi o n a l s  j o i n  together in 
a m usica l  m isce l lany.  

Summer Ter m '  1 6. 5 . 87 - C a r  Boot S a l e  (great f u n  for a l l  
with wares t o  se l l ,  or  money t o  spend, 3 1 . 5 .87 -
educat i o n a l  eve n i n g  r u n  by Andrew C howne on K8nt 
Maths Project We a l so ran the 'FOSS Cafe'  at reg u l a r  
parent's events - s o  m uch a pprec iated b y  a nyone w h o  h a s  
travel l ed a l o n g  d i stance t o  be w i t h  t h e i r  c h i ldren.  T h e  
org a n i sation a n d  r u n n i n g  o f  the cafe f a l l s  ent i re ly  on a 
sma l l  group of very capable  comm ittee m e m bers a nd they 
are to be congrat u l ated for the ta sty range of refresh m ents 
prov i ded. We were also g ratef u l  for the opport u n i ty to 
pa rticipate at Open Day on J u n e  20th, when we were "at 
home" in the l i b ra ry. A u t u m n  Term 1 987:  28 .9 . 87 -
ed ucat i o n a l  even i n g  r u n  by Stuart H o l l iday on t h e  new 
C DT syl l a b u s  w h e n  m u c h  d i sc u s s i o n  e n s u ed o n  t h e  

c h a n g ing syl l ab u s; 1 0. 1 0.87 - soc i a l  eve n i n g :  fun,  food 
a n d  feasting - . a fantastic . buffet provided by G eorge 
G l bson, e nterta i n ment  - ma g i c  and mystery - provided by 
La LLuslon ( a nd how p l e a S i n g  to see p u p i l s  enj oyi ng 
the mselves a longside p a rents and f r i ends).  

All  our act iv i t ies  of cou rse a re desig ned to s u pport staff 
endeavours by ra i s i ng f u nds for i ncreased f a c i l i t i e s  for 
i nd i v i d u a l depa rtments a nd, now, for m ajor projects put 
forward by 'FOSS' .  A l l  funds ra ised t h i s  yea r are f ina ncing 
o u r  new m ajor  project - the e q u i p p i n g  of a l i brary 
resou rces a rea w h i c h  w i l l  be a va i l a b l e  to a l l  c h i ldren a n d  
staff f o r  t h e  p reparation o f  mater i a l s  f o r  project wor k  (so 
necessary fo l lowing the i ntrod uction of GCSE) .  The 
trad it ional  Aut u m n  Term d i st r i bution of s m a l ler  
depa rtm e nt g ifts was a g a i n  m a d e  at o u r  Autumn Term 
c o m m ittee meet ing - £695 .00 to depart m e nts a nd £800 
for specif ic  house p rojects. We try to ensure that o u r  g ifts 
w i l l  benefit the m a x i m u m  n u mber  of p u p i l s  a n d  it 
part i c u l a r l y  d e l ig hts u s  when we learn from the p u p i l s  
t h e m se lves that the . equ ipment purchased i s  provi ng 
v a l u a b l e .  The fol l ow i n g  two l etters were rece i ved in 
October (from w h i c h  we u nderstand that the department 
concerned i s  b u s i ly m a k i n g  al l  sorts of g ifts for sa le  at the 
C h r i st m a s  Fa ir  - i ndeed the R e m ed i a l Department of  a 
S u nday has become a ver itable factory). 

" D e a r  Fr i e nds of S i bford, 

Th a n k  you v e ry m u c h  for the £ 1 00 you have g i ven us 
towards a new pri nter for u s  to use.  

We hope we can ra ise t h e  rest of t h e  m oney i n  Nove mber 
when we wil l  be sel l i ng C h ristmas goods. 

Yours s i ncere ly, 

Alex Pac k h a m "  

a n d  

" D e a r  F r i e n d s  o f  Sibford, 

Tha n k  you very m uc h  for the £1 00 for the new p r i n ter .  We 
are g O i n g  to h e l p  too by ra i s i ng m o n ey a n d  we hope it w i l l  
be a great  success W e  have sta rted g ett i ng t h i ng s  
together a l ready. 

from 

E m m a  Day (and al l  of u s  i n  The R e m e d i a l  Depart ment). " 



'FOSS'  a l so now has its own noticeboard i n  t h e  m a i n  
school corridor, beaut if u l ly fabricated b y  o l d  scholar/ 
pare nt, R aymond Bond,  a n d  now m uc h  i n  use for 
photograp h i c  d isplays a nd notices. 
A n u m ber of 'concerns' were ra ised with the school d u r i n g  
the year; s o m e  have st i l l  t o  be resolved but others, 
s u bseq u e ntly,  h ave resu lted i n  ' F O S S '  g ifts w h i c h  - for 
i n stance - have assisted with i m provements to the m a n o r  
c o u rtyard a nd the area o u t s i d e  t h e  sc ience b lock w h i c h  
n o w  presents vis itors t o  the c a m p u s  with a n  aspect more 
v i s u a l l y  pleasing than previous ly .  We a lso now have a new 
representat ive on the O l d  Scholar's comm ittee and are 
c u rrently i nvestigat i n g  i n it iatives through which we 
( ' FOSS'  a n d  'SOSA')  can j o i nt l y  benefit t h e  school .  We are 
a l so p l a n n i n g  the i ntroduction of  a 'hospital ity l ist' - loca l 
pare nts, frie nds and old scholars who are wi l l i ng to 
acco m m odate vi sitors to the school overn ight to save them 
t h e  expense of  hote l  b i l l s . Any loca l reader  who wou l d  be 
wi l l i ng to be i ncl uded on such a l i st, p lease contact anyone 
on the "FOSS'  com m ittee - l isted i nside t h e  front cover of 
this magazi n e .  
Future activities : all parents a n d  ' F O S S '  members will 
automatically be informed of exact dates and ti mes; any 
other magazine reader who would l ike further details 
can obtai n  them from any comm ittee member - and all 
are welcome at our events, 

In con c l u s i on,  our c h a i r m a n ' s  report presented at  t h e  
' F O S S '  AGM i n  May 1 987 a mply s u m m a r i se s  o u r  yea r -
a nd the hard work u nderta ken by the comm ittee to su pport 
t h i s  u n iq u e  schoo l .  

Chairman's R e port for yea r May 1 98 6  -

May 1 9 87 

I m u st fi rst t h a n k  the school for a l l  t h e i r  s u pport d u r i n g  
t h i s  last year and secondly  offer my si ncere g ratitude t o  
my extremely h a rd-working Comm ittee who have 
u ncompla i n i ng l y  r isen to a ss ist at a n  ever-i ncrea s i n g  
n u m ber o f  activit ies s i nce I b e c a m e  C h a i r m a n .  Their  
resu lts spea k for  t h emselves and deta i l s  of  their  
a c h i evements wi l l  be provided i n  our  Secretary's a nd 
Trea s u rer's reports, to whom I am part i c u l a r l y  i ndebted a s  
they have borne the b r u n t  o f  a l l  the hard work. 
I want to te l l  you not so m uch of what we h a ve 
acco m p l i s h ed i n  the l a st year,  but of how ' F O S S '  h a s  
developed as a n  org a n isat ion w h o s e  p r i n c i p l e  c o n c e r n  i s  
t o  adva nce the education o f  S i bford School ,  a nd t h e n  t o  
exp l a i n  a l itt le  o f  h o w  I envisage consol idat i n g  t h i s  g rowt h .  
We could however s o  e a s i ly ove r-reach o u rselves a nd o u r  
very s uccess cou l d  be o u r  u ndoing; we are cont i n u a l ly 
now b e i n g  a pproached to ass i st an ever i ncreas i n g  
n u mber o f  staff projects, yet m u st a lways rem i n d  
o u rselves t h a t  we are a vo l u ntary body w i t h  l i m ited t i m e  
ava i l a b l e  and a vary i n g  level o f  com m itment a nd resources 
at o u r  d isposa l . 

N evert h e l ess, I feel t h at ' F O S S '  h a s  grown considerably i n  
status i n  the last twe lve months .  The Comm ittee now 
meets tWice a term ( a s  compared with once i n  previous 
years).  We d i sperse f u nds a s  previously a g a i nst staff 
"bids" for depart m e n t a l  h e l p  but a lso now provide 
f i n a n c i a l ass i stance for projects put forward by your 
Comm ittee in areas w h e re we see a s ig n if icant n eed for 
i m provement.  You w i l l  be a b l e  to com ment o n  t h i s  yea r's 
suggestions l ater I n  the meet i n g .  The comp uter was your 
choice at l a st year's AGM a nd you w i l l  be d e l i g hted to 
know that we have paid thiS off i n  on ly  two terms. 
You w i l l  I a m  sure a l so be i nte rested to learn that the 
computer I S  Itself  being used to ra ise f u rther  f u nds for 
' F O S S '  in part n e r s h i p  with o n e  of t h e  s u bj ect 
departments.  The sch e m e  is  " u nder wraps" u n t i l  Open 
Day, but h a s  been ent i re ly  org a n i sed by a s i xth form 
student for  h is  C PVE project; ' F O S S '  i s  f i n a n c i n g  the 
project, fo l lowi n g  a n  approach from the school ,  and 
assist ing with promot i o n ,  p u b l ic ity a n d  b u s i n ess advice,  in  
ret u r n  for  w h i c h  our  own f u nds wi l l  b e n ef it, a s  wi l l  those 
of the depart m e nt concerned. I am part icu lar ly  p l eased 
that ' F O S S '  can co-operate with staff and students in t h i s  
w a y  as I k now t h a t  the student concerned has g a i n ed 
s k i l l s  w h i c h  w i l l  be usefu l in the world outside the 
c l assroo m .  

Com m u n icat ion h a s  p layed a n  i m portant a rt i n  'FOSS'  
act iv i t ies th is  l a st year :  we now keep more reg u l ar ly i n  
touch w i t h  t h e  va r i o u s  g roups who represent S i bford and,  
fo l lowi ng a major  m a i l i ng of  a fou r - page newsletter in  
S e ptember ( f i n a nced by a free G PO m a i l i ng scheme)  have 
c ircu lated Old S c h o l a rs twice, School C o m m ittee twice, 
new parents (for Septem be r  1 987) o nce, staff once a term, 
c u rrent parents twice a term a nd rem a i n i n g  'FOSS' 
m em bers twice.  In a ddit ion,  a n  i nter im n ews-sheet has 
been ava i la b l e  at  every parents day. We are i n debted to 
t h e  school for u nderta k i n g  al l  t h e  d u p l icat ion of so m uch 
mater i a l ,  and to the school a n d  S O SA for d istr i b u t i n g  o u r  
news l etter with t h e i r  m a i l i ngs,  to s a v e  'FOSS'  postage.  

I see t hese more reg u l a r  l i nes of contact a s  being of 
s i g n if icant i m portance to keep everyo n e  i n  touch with a l l  
that  ' F O S S '  i s  now acco m p l i s h i n g  a n d  would l i ke to see 
the concept further  developed i nto a termly school 
n ewspa per w h i c h  can a lso be u sed for pro mot ional  
p u rposes. I hasten to add that  th is  h a s  not  yet  been 
discu ssed with the schoo l !  I would part icu lar ly l i ke to 
m a ke g reater contact with  o u r  "outside" FOSS m embers 
but t h i s  would i nvo l ve addit ional  postag e  and cost; we 
have been caref u l  to e ns u re that we do not expend 
m e m be rs '  s ubscript i o n s  o n  u n_n ecessary items but 
c o m m e nts on t h i s  wou ld be welcomed. 
A m ajor  ' F O S S '  cha n g e  this yea r h a s  been the i nc l u s i o n  of 
a ' F O S S '  s u bscr ipt ion onto al l  p u p i l s  acco u nts, t h u s  
e n s u r i n g  t h a t  a l l  parents are m em be rs and t h a t  'FOSS' 
b e n efits c a n  t r u ly be spread t h roughout  t h e  schoo l .  John 
M i l l e r  h a s  k i ndly a g reed to repeat t h e  process for  the 
forthcom i n g  acade m i c  year ,  for  w h i c h  we are most 
g ratef u l  as it does e n a b l e  u s  to budget more e a s i ly a nd to 
p l a n  our year well in adva nce. 

O u r  "struct u r e "  of events now comprise s  - in each term -
a n  educat i o n a l  meet ing w h i c h  staff can u t i l ise i n  any way 
t h ey w i s h ,  a soc i a l  event a n d  a f u n d ra i s i n g  event or "fu n "  
activity. W e  have deve l oped t h e  ' F O S S  Cafe'  and a i m  to 
provide refresh m ents at  a l l  our events a nd on parents day 
and even Open M or n i ng s  for prospective p a re nts - a m uch 
n eeded service for those who h a ve trave l led some 
d ista nce.  
I n  a l l  th is  of c o u rse,  we m u st not forget the c h i ldren;  that 
i s  what S i bford i s  a l l  a bout a nd it i s  towards the 
e n r i c h m e n t  of their  t ime at t h e  school that 'FOSS'  is  
cont i n u a l ly str i v i n g .  We i nvolve pupi ls  i n  every event and 
activ ity, a nd a lso reg u l a r l y  ra ise with  t h e  school  problems 
put to u s  by p u p i l s  a nd parents.  We hope you wil l  l et us 
know if you h a ve i tems of g e n e ra l  i nterest that you wou l d  
l i ke p ut forwa rd. W e  h a v e  a l so m a d e  perso n a l  contact with 
O l d  S c h o l a rs and the School Comm ittee; I was part icu lar ly 
h o n o u red to be i nvited to spea k at  a n  Old Scholars'  
c o m m ittee meet i n g  l a st A ut u m n  when I was able to 
exp l a i n  somet h i n g  of t h e  p h i losophy b e h i n d  'Fr iends'  
c u rrent act iv it ies,  a n d  to be i nvited to a School Comm ittee 
d i n ner .  I am a n x i o u s  to m a i n ta i n  contact with t hese two 
o r g a n isations;  we n ow a g a i n  have a ' F O S S '  representative 
on the SOSA Comm ittee and I hope to forge c l oser l i n ks 
n ext year with  the School  C o m m ittee so that they a re 
more read i l y  aware of o u r  contr ibut ion to school  activit ies, 
a n d  so that we may more e a s i ly learn of school 
develop m e nts and can t h u s  spread our s u pport i nto n ew 
areas w h e n  req u i red.  
As to t h e  forthco m i n g  yea r '  t h e  comm ittee i ntend to 
produce a n  a n n u a l  ca l e ndar  of act iv it ies w h i c h  to date i s  
made d iff i c u l t  by a lack o f  forwa rd I nformat ion f r o m  the 
school  - at present  we waste considera b l e  t i me,  effort a nd 
p u b l i c ity va l u e  by late approaches for h e l p  a n d  a s s i stance,  
much of which i s  avoidable .  With more advance p l a n n i n g  
o n  o u r  reg u l a r  com m it m e nts, we ca n concentrate o u r  
efforts o n  deve loping sc h e m es t o  ass ist departments a n d  
students i n  t h e i r  o w n  f u n d - ra i s i n g  a s  wel l  a s  provide 
f i n a nce for other school act iv it ies and req u i re m e nts. 
F i n a l ly, I h a ve been so privi l eged to have been your 
C h a i r m a n  for the past twe lve months: I a pologise for any 
s hortco m i ng s  - we are a l l  bedevi l ed by lack of time. But 
with a n  ever-grow i n g  l i st of pote n t i a l  ideas for future 
activ it ies,  I do not foresee a ny shortag e  of n e w  d i rect ions 
through w h i c h  'FOSS'  c a n  s u pport S i bford; o u r  success 
l ies in you r  keep i n g .  

A n n  Bond, 'FOSS ' Chairman, 1 6. 5. 8 7. 



Photographs used in this section illustrate: a) pupils practicing before the 'FOSS ' opening of the new music school, 

b) Feasting at the Autumn Term 'La Llusion ' social evening and (above) the Summer Term 'Car Boot Sale '. 

TWO IMPORTANT NEW 'FOS S '  DATES 
for your 1 988 diary: 

Saturday 12th March: Auction & 50/50 Sale. 
Evening Bu ffet • Catalogue o f  Items • Pre-Auction Viewing Time 

Items for auction grate fully accepted. 

Saturday 1 1 th June: Barbecue & arn Dance at 

Chilaway Farm, Epwell (by courtesy o f  Richard and Ros Tustian) .  

Both events t o  raise funds for the new library resource area, 

All welcome - friends, parents, pupils, relations, old scholars, sta ff. Full details amI tickets available 

from the ' FO S S '  Secretary, ,'vtrs, Janette Skeath, S i b ford School, S i b ford Ferris, Banbury, Oxon. ,  UX l ,)  'i Q L .  



O n  ca m pu s  

O P E N  DAY 

Why d id  I accept the cha l lenge! Here I s it, at the end of the 
day with aching legs, rea ms of notes a n d  a b la n k  page 
upon which I am supposed to tel l  you a l l  that happened. 

Who a re you anyway? If  you are one who was fortu nate 
enough to be t here,  you ' l l  be pretty bored very q u ick ly if  I 
simply set i n  two dimensions what you saw i n  there.  If you 
are one who was absent, my l i m ited power of words could 
not convey the splendid achievements of the day.  

So what a m  I to do? Pa n ic? - Yes,  I a lready have, but it 
d id n 't release the obl igat ion.  I could simply dr ivel on ( I 've 
successf u l ly done so t h i s  fa r), but that wou l d  be cheat i ng .  
Where l ies the honourable compromise? Try t h i s  - I ' l l  sta rt 
from the beg i n n i ng without too m uch descr ipt ive deta i l  
a nd repeated superlat ives, th row i n  a few o f  my thoug hts 
a nd try to reveal  someth ing  of what Open Day te l ls  me 
about the school . After a l l , it is their  show-piece a nd 
can not be taken enti re ly at face va lue .  

Meet i ng for worship came f i rst - it cou ld  have been a 
d i saster. There we were (some two dozen),  seated i n  
s i lence i n  Room 2 3 .  There was noth ing  wrong with t h e  
room itself - George Fox wo u ld  have been proud o f  its lack 
of ostentation and rel igious tradit ion.  The i nform a l ity too 
was not u nwelcome, with people arr iv ing a nd leavi ng 
throughout the meet i ng. All credit to th ree u nder- 1 0's, 
who rema i ned qu ietly throug hout and l i stened attent ively 
to three contri butors. No, it was not the room which 
threatened d isaster, but i ts locat ion - r ight on the corner of 
a busy pupi l  thoroug hfare with those outside obl iv ious to 
the peace wit h i n .  At that stage, the day was sunny and the 
a ir  perfect ly c lear a nd st i l l .  Sound was trave l l i ng  with total 
c lar ity a nd I trembled at what oath or profa n ity m ight 
shatter the spir it  of our  meet i ng .  Those who had placed 
their  confidence in the decorum of S ibford pupi ls  were 
( near ly) tota l ly  v ind icated a nd I upbra id myself for such 
l i tt le fa ith .  Amongst the attenda nts there was one person 
whom I recog n ised, but otherwise, on ly  vaguely  fa m i l ia r  
faces. 

From the Meet i ng,  I decided upon a q u ick wicket 
i nspection a nd concluded that the  cricket match should be 
able to start on t i me, despite the ravages of th is  wi nter's 
J u ne. The campus was looking superb a nd a credit to 
t hose who tend its many acres of grass, f lowerbeds, trees 
a nd shrubberies. 

Time for a q u ic k  coffee, noting the same fami l i a r  face from 
Meet ing .  H i s  was st i l l  u naccompa n ied, but seemed to be 
busy tempora ri ly, chatt ing  to a member of staff, so I moved 
on to cover some more ground. 

R eferring to my programme a nd after a l itt le wa ndering, I 
began,  with s i n king rea l i sat ion, to appreciate the sca le a nd 
extent of the ground I had to cover. Nearly every c lassroom 
offered somet h i ng to see, a nd I cou ld happi ly have spent 
an h o u r  in each one, such was the wea lth of i nformation 
on d isplay. 

Re l ig ious  Educat ion  was to be seen i n  Room 6 .  More 
a ppropriate,  perhaps, for some of the  pa rents, one of 
whom on enter ing,  looked at th� portra it  and poster 
promot ing G eorge Fox a nd sa id in a l l  seriousness " I  
wonder who he was " !  

I moved on from classroom t o  exh ibit ion a nd from d isplay 
back to classroom . Who wou ld  have thought it possible to 
arrange an exh ibit ion of lang uages or maths? The varied 
array of production was bewi lder ing a nd awesome. O n  the 
a rtistic and h a nd icraft side, such a wide ra nge of 
mater ia ls, colours a nd creat ive concepts. And it seemed 
t h at whic hever route I took, there was no avo id ing that 
man, who was a l ways there before me. I was pu rposefu l ly  
cover ing the ground, a nd yet h e  was a lways t here f i rst. If I 
left h i m  beh i nd at one place, it seemed that he reached the 
next before I d id .  Perhaps he was i ntend i ng to write an 
a rt ic le a nd wou l d  steal  my g lory. Or was h e  check i ng up 
on me? H i s  omn ipresence bega n  to bug me.  

I n  between f l ic-flacs at the Gymnastics a nd Wi lfred Owen 
at the  Poetry Read ing ,  I was ab le  to pe ruse some of the 
academic  ach ievements on d isplay -most of  i t  was beyond 
me, so I conc luded it m ust be good. And how i mpressive 
the n u mber of videos a nd amount of h ig h  tech eq uipment 
as teac h i ng/learn ing aids.  



My watch now told me it was 1 p . m .  a nd l u ncht ime.  The 
corridors had evacuated a nd even Friends of S i bford 
School had aba ndoned their  posit ion .  The i r  effort last year 
was i m pressive - over £2000 ra i sed and spent on a variety 
of m uch-welcomed materia ls for the school, rang ing from 
new curta ins  to a new computer cost i ng more than  £ 1 000. 
The D in ing  R oom was busy with t h ree separate queues.  I 
jo i ned one a nd g la nced f u rtively about for H i m .  Nowhere 
to be seen .  Ar.1azing ly, I had ach ieved a f i rst a nd was st i l l  
reve l l i ng in  m y  victory 1 0  m i n utes later as m y  queue 
d i m i n i shed a nd I approached the cou nter.  I should have 
known better - he smoothed into the room, jo i ned a nother 
shorter queue, and was served before me!  But  not even 
my i ncreasing state of paranoia i nterfered with my 
enjoyment of an excel lent l u nch along with, at a guess, 
two h u ndred a nd f ifty others. The l u nch bre a k  gave me an 
opport u n ity to organ ise the d i rect ion of my afternoon a n d  
t o  check what st i l l  had to b e  seen.  M ed i eva l I ndu lgences 
looked intr i g u i ng a nd after popping in br ief ly to Trampol i ne 
and M usic M ovement, I braced myself to step into the 
M iddle Ages. I stood i n  front of  the Inqu isi t ion,  who 
dema nded to know for what heinous crimes I wished 
abso l ut ion .  I told them that I had robbed the r ich to pay the 
poor. The mora l d i lemma stopped them in t h e i r  tracks, but 
the f ina l  consensus was a 20p fine if  my time in p u rg atory 
was to be reduced. The cha ritable cause was Kather ine 
House Hospita l Appea l a nd I dug deep. 

With growing confidence that I had adopted the correct 
afternoon route to avoid a f u rther h a u nt ing,  I l oo ked in to 
see what i nformation might be ava i lable for prospective 
parents (Room 1 4) . He was there a l ready, a nd seemed to 
have been wa it ing for me.  R ight - it's gone too far .  We a re 
acq u a i nted after a l l , so I ' l l  confront h i m, let h i m  know I 'm 
on to h i m ,  bowl h i m  a goog l ie  q uest ion or two, do a nyth ing 
to ruffle h is  ca lm superiority. After a f ive m i n ute 
exchange, I left, satisfied that I had th rown h i m  a nd that 
what I had left him to chew on wou ld avert him from h i s  
s in ister pu rpose. 

Now, I was ch uffed, a l most heady with success. I had l a id 
a ghost, near ly covered a l l  the grou nd, and it was on ly j ust 
3 p .m.  Help !  The concert starts at three, so off to M a i n  H a l l  
as d i rected b y  the otherwise excel lent programme of 
events. Of cou rse, it was near ly ten past t h ree by the t i m e  
I got down to t h e  M u sic School at the M a n o r  a nd there 
was stand ing room on ly  for some of the packed a u d ie nce 
who l i stened to a very pleasant performance from var ious 
i nstru ments a nd voca l .  But  how was it possib le without 
extra -terrest i a l  powers that he had arr ived before me 
suff ic iently i n  t ime to have secu red a cha i r ?  I bet he d i d n 't 
know that he sat i n  it at the expense of a very expectant 
lady who was stand ing  in the o uter porch, but at least that 
th rew doubt on the ESP theory. 

The concert f in i shed a nd I rushed to complete the c ircu it .  
G raph ics R oom, it sa id i n  the program me, a nd I was 
intr ig ued - I am st i l l ,  for it was not s ignposted a n d  when 
eventua l ly located, waS-not open ( nor, come to mention it, 
was Eng l i sh as a Foreign Language in which my ignora nce 
a l so remains) .  Then on to the  Pottery Room, where a wide 
range of good work was on show, in l i ne with the 
sta ndards I had come to expect from a l l  that I had seen 
throughout the day. 

By now, it had j ust started ra i n ing aga i n  a nd I had only the 
wa l led garden left to visit .  Trust me to pick one of the day's 
scattered showers for an o utside viewi ng .  St i l l ,  t h i s  late in 
the day a nd with it start ing to rain, at least He wou ld  not 
be there. As I stepped out of shelter and along the path to 
get wet, he passed me go ing the other way, having 
completed his tour a nd heading for shelter .  I swear he was 
smirk ing .  

Despite the excel lent 'growi ng' weather th is  year ,  the 
garden was i m macu late a n d  the var i ety of f ru it and veg, 
flowers a nd herbs, had to be seen. C l early, the pup i ls  have 
no opport un ity to weed, s i nce there were none a nywhere! 
Perhaps they wou ld  l i ke to pract ise on my garden.  

With tea in prospect, back u p  to the H i l l , with s ign if icant ly 
less br iskness and def i n itely no Spr ing i n  my step (read 
that how you wi l l ) .  The cricketers were leaving a damp a nd 
forlorn scene and I understood the ten n i s  was aba ndoned. 
Even i n  sport it seems the school offers substant ia l  cho ice 
with each accord i ng to its f ick le  seaso n .  Amongst others, 

swi m m i ng,  hockey, ba sketba l l , footba l l ,  rugby and wet 
sponge throwi ng .  It seemed that the throwers were gett i ng 
wetter than  the target a nd most appropr iate that the R N LI 
should  be the benef ic iary.  O h !  the cr icket result .  I got the 
res u lt from a stragg l i ng participant.  The school ma naged 
j u st 98 a l l  out a nd the Old Scholars on ly  47. "Any Sta rs?" 
I asked, not u n reasonably I thought .  "No rea l ly big 
scorers" came the mocking reply. 

Tea was eve n gra nder than  l u nch a nd with food a nd 
cater ing to these sta ndards, I f ind it h a rd to understa nd 
why the pupi ls  compl a i n  so m uch about the school grub. 

B l iss - not h i ng more to do for ha lf a n  hour unt i l  the play -
'The C h icken R u n ' .  Wrong aga i n  - it was re-schedu led by 
ha l f  a n  h o u r, so I j o i ned the sta mpede for a seat. The 
degree of confidence and lack of self-consciousness 
apparent in the students genera l ly, may exp l a i n  the h igh  
sta ndard of  act ing by  the  fourth year drama group. The 
dramat ic production epitomised the enormous col lective 
i nput of effort, thought, t ime a nd prepa rat ion,  which made 
the Open Day the success it deserved to be. The breadth of 
school a nd extra -curr icu lar  activities was breathta k ing 
with addit iona l ly, opport u n it ies for  instruct ive o ut i ngs, c lub 
i nvolvement a nd soc i a l  service. I marvel at how the staff 
f ind t ime for a ny persona l  l ife, so who can resent their  1 2  
weeks hol iday each year? 

So there it is. I saw not h i ng rea l ly  bad a nd no obvious 
om issions, u n less you ra ke u p  pol it ics. (The nearest I got 
to that was a visit  to the T. O . P. S h op organ ised a nd run  by 
the pup i ls .  Capita l ism i n  p u re form, where even without a 
l icence for tobacco a nd alcohol  the profit achieved has 
been suff ic ient to service the interest and capital  
repayments of the ba n k  loa n .  F i rst class enterprise, h ut 
ha rdly raw pol it ics. I suspect the school,  too, has had a 
s u rfeit of that) .  In s hort, everyt h i ng was good or very good, 
with the occasional  touch of exce l lence - let the 
contributors fight for the honours!  

One t h i ng though - without a cred ible academ ic s ixth  form 
a nd the R emedial Section acqu i r ing an enviable record 
a nd reputat ion,  a sense of d isproport ion encroaches a nd 
u ncerta i nty (however unj ustif ied) ensh rouds the 
tradit iona l ly  recognised academic achievements of the 
schoo l .  In terms of pol icy a nd promotion,  there is in th is, a 
d i ff icu lt  job to do and those responsib le wi l l  measure their  
ach ievement by the i ncreas ing length of wa it ing- l ist for a 
student place at Sibford. 

Head master ' s  
Right of reply 

----....�--. -- ------

F i n a l ly, M i ke Spr ing,  the la st l a u g h  i s  on you who 
'commissioned' this report. My job is done, but it is  you 
who w i l l  rece ive the br ickbats a nd you 've got to f ind some 
other m ug to do it aga i n  next yea r .  Oh yes ! 
Congratu lat ions J i m  G ra h a m .  You outwal ked me and 
maybe even outwitted me, but you, at least, were pa id for 
your day's work !  

A n  Onlooker 



R E M E D I AL D E PARTM E NT 

This year we we lcomed Dom i n i c  G riff iths to the Remed i a l  
Department tea m .  He h a d  previously taught i n  a school 
which spec i a l i sed in 'dyslexic d iff icult ies'  in Su rrey and we 
are ext remely pleased to have h i s  expertise on the staff. 
He soon settled wel l i nto the rout ine of the department; 
the c h i ldren point ing out the m a i n  a reas of pr iority i . e .  h ot 
dr ink i ng chocolate and n u merous cups of coffee. 

Dur ing the sum mer term, Maggie Bo land taught David 
Foulds'  group whi lst David was on sabbatical leave. In 
June she took a sma l l  group of ch i ldren to visit the 
Cotswold Wi ld l ife Pa rk i n  B u rford and,  despite the 
torrent i a l  ra i n ,  a n  enjoya ble day was had by a l l .  Th is  was 
reflected i n  a n  excel lent d isplay of work which was 
produced by the chi ldren for Open Day. 

Karen Turburf ie ld has spent a year studying for the Roya l 
Society of Arts Diploma i n  Specific Lea rn ing D iff icu lt ies i n  
Eves ham a nd fo u nd t h i s  t o  b e  both a rewa rd ing a nd 
st i m u lating course. M uch new work is tak ing place i n  th is  
a rea which  should lead to  a far  greater u nderstanding of 
Specific Learn i ng D ifficu lt ies. 
Our  thanks go to al l  the fifth a nd sixth formers who, aga i n ,  
helped by g iv ing t h e i r  free t i m e  to t h e  'pa i red reading 
scheme' which has been i n  operat ion for severa l yea rs 
now a nd a sma l l  'th a n k  yo u '  party was held for them 
before C h r istmas brea k.  The 'spiced fruit  punch'  was far 
spicier than normal  thanks to a certa i n  person who 
m isread 1 /2 teaspoon of m i xed spice for 1 /2 a 
tablespoon .  It was different! 

POSH N O S H  U P  

Karen Turburfield 
Jenny A usting 

I had a head ache, I wa s nervous a nd worried that th is  
staff and 5th  year d i n ner would not work. 
After a si lence we al l  sat down a nd were swiftly served by 
the 4th yea rs. They had stra ngely agreed to obey our  every 
whim and care, acting as wa itresses and wa iters. 
I marvel led at everyone's dress. To see a l l  the boys i n  
smart clothes is u n heard of, t o  see t h e m  i n  ta i l s  was a n  
u n i mag inable phenomenon ! T h e  young ladies were not to 
be beaten - styles ranged from bal l  gowns to short puffy 
dresses. 

As the mea l cont in ued, pea ls  of laug hter came from each 
table as memories were dragged up by staff and pupi ls; 
f ive yeal s' m i sch ief a nd emba rrassment to remember. The 
greatest cheer came after the backg round m usic was 
tu rned off. I re laxed. The food was of a m uch h i gher 
sta ndard than usua l  a nd I even l i ked the 'veggi '  mousaka.  
As coffee was served, Cora and Queenie began the rounds 
of the tables, taking p hoto after photo. We a l l  Jomed m a nd 
posed for them.  As at a l l  proper meals, we ended with 
speeches. M r  S keath decided to i mprovise on the theme 
that "school is not the best days of you r  l ife".  I wonder . . . .  
M iss Ho lden i m personated o u r  dea r Pr ime M i n ister 
Margaret Thatcher. She named Dom i n ic F ryer M i n ister of 
fish a nd ch ips, W i l l i a m  Le hman Foreign M i n i ster, and 
S i mon Wollerton Fore ign M i n ister of  Fa i ry Ca kes. The 
occasion ended with a few tears; a way to properly say 
adieu!  I 'm hoping it will become a tradit ion .  

Jocasta Crofts 

WAZ U N G U  

The fresh emphasis o n  m usic/drama at S i bford rou nded 
off an active school yea r with a dramatic performa nce of 
an or ig ina l  Afr ican Moral ity Rock Opera 'Wazungu' .  

The plot revolved around the contradict ions of  s imple tr iba l 
eth ics confronting modern western decadents. 

Excel lent performa nces were given by the m i ssionary and 
her pupi l  the young black g ir l ,  p layed by Catherine Jackson 
a nd Cha rlee Lawson respectively. Pa rt icu l a r  mention 
shou ld  be g iven to the E LVIS PRESLEY INTERLUDE, with 
Cary Pa rsons as the K I N G ,  a nd the classic portraya l of the 
t h ree colon ia l  h u ngers, Hazel Smith ,  Alex qand Piers 
Komlosy, we l l  su pported by Kwabena O kyere, the Afr ica n 
Sergeant who tu rned the scene into a very l ighthea rted 
ad- l ibbing sketch that had the a ud ience in f its of laug hter. 

The music a nd s ing ing created a n  Afr ican vi l lage 
atmosphere with the M i ssIOnary str iving throug hout to 
convi nce the v i l lagers that no matter what temptatIOns 
they faced, hers was the True God.  After a l l  the turmoi l ,  
harmony (and peace) was ach ieved by both sides accepting 
there was no r ight way a nd no wrong way m the pursuit of 
peace. 

Spec i a l  ment ion must go to M r .  B ryan Lee a nd M i ke 
Spring for com posi ng the Rock Opera that brought 
toget her the ta lents of so many to prod uce a performance 
that was a credit to S i bford and I look forwa rd to many 
more such enthus iastica l ly  portrayed m usica ls at the 
school 

STOC K P I L E R  

I was g iven f ifty thousand pounds to mvest m compa nies 
on the stockma rket . By the way the fifty thousand pounds 
was imaginary.  I mvested m a l l  sorts of compa n i es; I 
loo ked espec i a l ly for those wh ich were down, having been 
m uch h igher, recovery stocks, a nd I r isked mvest i ng the 
money i n  them. It paid off: most of them did rea l ly wel l .  I t  
was very excit ing to look i n  the paper a nd see how we l l  
the shares were domg.  After five months, a t  the end o f  the 
competit ion,  I was twe nty-f i ve thousand pou nds up, my 
f ifty thousand pounds had become seventy-five thousand 
pounds.  

N i ko l a i  who was a lso i n  the compet i t ion was fou rteen 
thousand pounds up, with a f ina l  f igure of s ixty-fo ur 
thousa nd pounds.  We both d id  wel l  to keep on the r ight 
side of o u r  start i n g  f igure a nd we enjoyed doing our  
mont h l y  stoc kpi ler form .  We h ope next yea r's competitors 
wi l l  surpass our results.  

Cary Parsons 



TH E S I B FO R D  C O O K B O O K  

This year h a s  seen the la unch o f  a new a n d  excit ing 
Cookbook.  To q uote the Editor during the l a u nc h : -"a book 
that wi l l  be seen in  a l l  the best kitchens !"  

Cary Parsons, as a member of  the S ibford School V 1  th 
Form, set about the task last sum mer of col lecting 
i nteresting recipes from pa rents, friends a nd celebrit ies. 
He was pa rt icu lar ly  del ighted when he received recipes 
from B u ck ingham Palace a nd No. 1 0  Down i ng Street. The 
response to his letter was exce l l ent a nd he then set a bout 
the hard task of transferring a l l  the recipes onto the 
computer, with some carefu l  advice from M rs G oodband 
and Mr & Mrs Bond. 

F .O . S . S . agreed to fund j ust over h a lf of the pr int i ng costs 
with the school provid ing the ba l a nce. The pr int ing 
process i nc luded a considerable amount of  hard work. 

We were thr i l led with the end result. M i ke Spri ng 's superb 
i l l ustrat ions gave it that spec ia l  touc h .  

The col lat ing and b ind ing o f  the books req u i red 
involvement from groups of pupi ls  a nd staff (with the 
reward of a chocolate biscu i t ! ) .  

The Home Economics Room resembled a pr int ing office 
with tables laden with p i les of pages ready to be col lected. 
Mrs Norton a ssisted with the b inding.  We a l l  ag reed that 
we wouldn't l i ke to arm wrestle her r ight arm after her 
tra i n ing programme on the b inding machine!  

Cary is to be congratu lated on a most successfu l  project. 

R E M E M B E R .  You cannot afford to be without your own 
personal  S i bford Cookbook .  It m a kes an exce l lent present 
for Au nts, U ncles, M u ms, Dads, Brothers a nd Sisters. In 
fact a nyone !  

T h e  S ibford Cookbook is ava i lab le from either Cary 
Parsons or Wendy Holden - Home Economics Department. 
(priced at £ 2 . 50 per copy) 

Wendy Ho/den 

SWI M M I N G GALA 

The resound ing crack of a sta rt i ng pistol echoes i n  the st i l l  
a i r .  E ight l ithely m uscled, bronzed bod ies streak from their  
start ing b locks.  The capacity crowd roars as yet a nother 
world R ecord is . . . . . . .  "Wa it a moment, Miss.  This is S i bford. 
We can 't h ave a sta rt ing pistol,  it wou l d  deafen us in the 
enclosed space.  There isn 't enough room for e ight bodies 
in the pool ,  on ly th ree peop le race at one time. As for the 
bronzed bodies . . . . . . .  " 

I had been wa rned. Yet there I was on the f i rst Saturday of 
the su mmer term, s l ipping i n nocently i nto Mr .Spring's role 
of last yea r as photographer a nd reporter.  Yes, it was 
deafen ing .  It was nearly i mpossible to ga in  purchase on 
the s l i ppery t i les as one was jost l ed a nd squeezed by 
enth usiast ic  participants. The camera lens, a nd my contact 
lenses, misted up at crucia l  moments as I f u mbled b l indly 
for the focusing r ing .  

However, and i n  spite of  the apparent d iff icult ies, S ibford 
was in good form. The houses vied a m icably with one 
a nother, both i n  swi mming ab i l ity a nd i n  l u ng capacity. 
Exce l lent resu lts were achieved by Adam Pyrke, and Lucy 
B ray swa m severa l va l iant  races, one entirely a lone. And 
what was th is  on the prog ra m me? A non-swi mmers' 
event? The mind  boggled.  Wou ld t hey dra i n  the pool to 
a n kl e  height? Did it involve a mad dash around the edge of 
the pool?  I hoped not. Any remotely physica l ly  dema nding 
act iv ity which did not i nvolve the water space wou ld  be 
bound to result in mass i nj u ry and chaos. I was rel ieved, 
partly, to see th ree l i ttle bodies a l lowed to stand half  way 
up the length of the poo l .  I say 'partly' because one of 
them was only vis ible from the eyebrows up and seemed 
to be involved in some fa i nt-hearted bubble blowing. 
However, as the race progressed towards the shal low end 
I was able to recog n ise N icole Tea kle's face. I was so 
tra nsfixed by N icole that I 'm afraid I can not remember who 
else was i nvolved. However, wel l  done to a l l  of you, but I 
t h i n k  it would be safer to swim next yea r .  

M r  Guy a n d  the sports staff a re to be congratu lated on the 
incredibly smooth r u n n i ng of what appeared to be, at fi rst, 
an i mposs ib le  task. There were some extremely close 
races a nd the crowd's enthusiasm a nd encouragement 
was admi rably matched by the swi m mers' sta mina a nd 
sportsma nsh ip .  A surpris ingly enjoyable afternoon - it 
wasn't the O lympics but it was f u n !  

Resu lts: 1 s t  2nd 3rd 
Na nsen ( 209) Lister ( 1 93)  Penn ( 1 78) 

Pene/ope Tay/or 

P R O B LE M  S O LVI N G  AS A S KI LL 

"CDT? Design Education? Design and Technology? What 
do a l l  these new-fa ng led t it les mean? What's happened to 
the old Woodwork, Metalwork a nd Technical  Drawing 
which have been i n  the school curr icu l u m  for so many 
years, and which as subjects, we enjoyed at school" .  

How often we now hear these q uest ions being asked by 
pa rents, col leagues and vis itors to the school ,  obviously 
somewhat baffled by these new tit les. 

We m ust try to assure people that the name changes a re 
not merely cosmet ic  i n  order to keep up with the t i mes. 
The whole nature of what we are trying to achieve through 
t hese subjects has changed i n  order to meet socia l ,  
vocat iona l and educational  demands for the future. 

We a l so freq uently hear people say " Look at this,  I made it 
at school q u ite a few yea rs ago. I have a lways been proud 
of i t" . My u nasked q uest ion to them i s  - "That's f i ne, but 
what have you made si nce, a nd which of the sk i l ls  you 
lea rned have you made rea l u se of s i nce leaving that 
school?" 

The central  theme to a l l  t hese new t it les is " Problem 
Solving",  how to t h i n k  your way out of s ituations using 
pract ical  resou rces a n d  pract ical  sk i l ls .  Whether it is a 



problem or need at home, school, work or e lsewhere, by 
Design ing a nd Making that problem or need can be 
sat isfied to the best of ava i lable ab i l ity. This means, I 
hasten to add, that it should not be seen as the end of craft 
sk i l l s  as we know them, but as an extension of a l l  that has 
been done before. 
This method of teach ing can not honestly  c la im to be 
a nyth ing new, as in the t ime of Reg Rowntree, who taught 
craft at Sibford from 1 949 unt i l  1 960, pupi ls  were involved 
in a basic course of instruction wh ich led them i nto the i r  
senior years where they h a d  t o  design a piece o f  work 
around wood which they had chosen i n  the i r  ear ly years 
a nd which had been season ing  in the workshops i n  
prepa ration for them. T h e  t h i n k ing i n  t h i s  s ituat ion was 
obviously q u ite i ntense and much care had to be 
exercised. A lthough strong pa ra l le ls  can be d rawn with 
what we are doing now, there are funda me nta l differences 
a nd we are attempt i ng to prepare our pupi ls  for a tot a l ly 
different world.  
I wonder if S i bford i n  the past can claim any credit for 
assisting t h is d r ive towards Design Ed ucat ion .  I had the 
great pleasure recently, as  a President ia l  d uty, of awarding 
Bernard Aylward, OBE,  a n  Honorary Fel lowship of  the 
Educat ional  Institute of Design Craft and Technology. 
Bernard, who must be well known to many, is an old 
scholar  of S ibford, and thus  was educated in the forward­
look ing atmosphere of the school . H e  is  now ret i red but 
has spent m uch of h is  profession a l  career developing 
Design Education i n  one form or a n'other, a nd notable, 
in strumenta l i n  the Leicesters h i re experiment which has 
shown the way forward for contemporary education in th is  
f ie ld .  Many a reas of  Des ign Education a re st i l l  benefitt ing 
from h i s  cont i n ued i nvolvement, even as fa r as the Desig n 
Counci l ,  a nd it is for h is  leadersh ip  that the award was 
made, and much thanks is expressed. 
As for our own workshop deve lopments, recently we have 
purchased a Vacu u m  Forming machine a nd a Hot Wire 
Bending machi ne, to assist i n  the development of p lastics 
work .  I n  order to enable these pu rchases some of the older 
meta lworking machi nes hae been sold off and more room 
through reorgan ization has been created for these new 
activities to take place. 
We hope, i n  the not too d ista nt future,  to have a computer 
to assist with the teac h i ng of Graph ics, Design a nd 
Technology. Technology, as an activity, wi l l  be made 
ava i l able to pupils at certa i n  t i mes of the week i n  order to 
g ive an i nsight i nto its appl ication, and it w i l l  appear as 
a nother resou rce for  assist i ng with the solving of  Design 
problems. The computer wil l  add a nother d i mension to 
Visual  Com m u n ications which is so i mporta nt to pupi ls  for 
expla ing ideas, an education med i u m  which has not been 
exploited in school curr icu l u m s  nearly enough in the past. 
These new cou rses ope n far more doors for pup i ls  in terms 
of experience, and they can pursue their own i nterests to 
a m uch greater degree. They have also proved most 
st im ulat ing to Stuart, myself a nd our pupi ls .  
GCSE cou rsework was recently on display at a Nat ional  
exh ibit ion at Trent Polytech n ic, Nott i ngham,  a nd i n  the 
absence of awards, was H ig h ly Commended. 

Stuart Hed/ey 
Graeme Sagar 

The Staff Team 

I NT E R  H O U S E  C R O S S - C O U NTRY 
C O M PETITI O N  

This  was my f i rst house cross-cou ntry si nce arr iv ing at 
S i bford, and I was very i mpressed by what I saw. 

Weeks before the act u a l  day, all three houses got up at the 
crack of dawn to pract ise.  They a l l  put in  a lot of hours, 
which proved to pay off on the day. 

For once we had some nice weather. All the competitors 
assembled on the p lay ing f ie lds and were in very good 
spir its.  Some of the g i r l s  d ressed up a nd had some good 
ideas on how to wea r their  house colours.  They wore red 
socks, yel low bows a nd g reen ba nds. It was def in itely a 
colourf u l  event.  

Each year-group had a d ifferent cou rse, but they al l  started 
a n d  f in ished in the same place. Those who d idn 't take part 
in the r u n n i n g  stood by the f in ish a nd cheered for their  
house, th is  mea nt that there was a great atmosphere. 

The f i rst r u n ner to come i nto sight was Alex Patterson, the 
senior boys' winner.  Next came Charlee Lawso n, the 
senior g i r ls '  winner spr int i ng to tile l i nes.  She d id very 
we l l  to win, ' as com i ng up fast behind was Emma R ivers. 
M i ke W i l l i a m s  had an excel lent win in the i ntermediate 
boys' race. The most convincing win ner of the day was 
Armenique Kassa rdj i a n  who won the j u n ior g i r ls '  race by a 
d ista nce. 

The most excit ing  race for me was the j u n ior boys' event. 
Simon Crapp won it, but j ust a few seconds behind h im 
was Graham Morris; they both ran a very good race. 

It was n ice to see everyone try ing hard,  most of them 
looked exhausted as t hey f i n ished a nd fel l  i nto the 
welco m i n g  a rms of fr iends.  At the end of the day Penn 
were the overa l l  w inners. Na nsen were second, with 
Lister com ing th i rd .  

I hope next year's events a re a s  good . 

Lisa Fa/mer 

STA F F  V S C H O O L  S O C C E R  MATCH 

The long Autumn Term was j u st two days from 
completion. The weather forecast was tota l ly  pred ictable:  
strong winds, fal l ing temperatu res and ra i n  later. 

So it was t h at at 2 p . m .  the staff team l i ned u p  for a p hoto 
before the sta rt, a l l  smi les a nd f u l l  of confidence with a 
fou r-yea r u nbroken record of wins.  Twenty m i n utes later 
a nd k ick ing i nto the wind they were 2-0 down and 
strugg l i ng hard to find a ny poise at a l l , the school team 
r u n n i ng c i rcles around them a nd playing accu rate, 
organ ised footba l l .  

A t  ha lf-t ime the school l e d  2 - 1  a n d  the staff were g lad o f  a 
breather, a cha nce to re-group, change tactics, change 
posit ions a nd be g l ad of the wind beh i nd them.  There 
fol l owed a most excit ing a nd entert a i n i ng ha lf hour of 
footba l l  a nd the res u lt was a lways in doubt r ight to the 
f ina l  whistle.  Eight goals were scored i n  the second ha lf 
a lone!  The staff settled to their  task, passed the ba l l  
around with renewed confidence a nd looked l i ke scoring a 
hat-f u l l .  M i ke Wol lerton who refereed aga in  th is  year with 
eq u a l  confidence r ight ly objected to some tota l ly  i l lega l 
substitut ing by the staff, but good wi l l  preva i l ed, as it had 
done a l l  afternoon, a nd the match cont i nued with two 
goals in two m i n utes, one at either end! 

O n  such a cold, wet a nd wi ndy afternoon the spir it  of the 
occasion t r iu mphed a n d  many spectators were treated to 
some n a i l -b it ing moments, g reat goa l s  and competit ive, 
fa i r  p lay.  

F I NAL R E S U LT: STAFF 6 SCHOOL 5 

Chris Guy 



CAR E E R  I NTE RVI EWS 

D u ring the even ings of February 1 6th a nd 1 7t h  every f ifth 
former in the school had the experience of a rea l l ife 
career interview. 

The prepa ration started in January when the students, 
with the i r  tutors, set out to f ind the i r  strength s  a nd 
wea knesses, l i kes a nd d is l i kes, a nd b u i lt on them to 
d i scover what would be a rea l ist ic job for them to a i m  at, 
tak ing i nto accou nt the i r  ab i l ity and expected level of 
qua l if ications. 

When we had reached t h i s  po i nt I d rew up a l i st of 
pa rents, fr iends of the school a nd persona l  fr iends who 
were wi l l i ng to u nderta ke one or two i nterviews per 
even ing and match the i r  expertise with the  demands of 
the cand idates. We had many offers of help from people 
who had years of i nterviewing experience. I was able to 
team up every f ifth  former with a n  interviewer with 

releva nt experience for jobs such as dress designer, 
veter i nary assistant, cater ing ma nager, travel agent, 
i nterior designer and as many more as there were 
students. 

Then good letters of appl ication a nd curr ic u l u m  vitae had 
to be written or typed a nd portfol ios, where appropriate, 
were assembled. 

Then the i nterviews. Students were u ndersta ndably 
nervous, but they came through them rea l ly  we l l .  O nce the 
interview was complete the i nterviewer wou ld  advise the 
cand idate on tech n ique.  Perhaps it was eye contact or how 
they sat, or how they entered the room, or t h at someth ing  
was miss ing or  m isleading i n  the i r  appl icat ion.  F ina l ly  the  
i nterviewer wrote a report for each t utor a nd student to  
d iscuss. 

On the second even i ng we had a buffet s upper for the 
i nterviewers and tutors. What had been a very busy, but 
successfu l ,  experi ment ended i n  grand style. 

The st udents undoubted ly ga i ned a n  enormous amount 
from their  i nterviews, and I wo uld l i ke to express my 
thanks once aga i n  to al l  those parents a n d  fr iends who 
gave of the ir  t ime and expertise. 

Brian Holliday 

TH E F I E LD I N G  PLAY E R S  

I n  J a n u a ry 1 987 F ie ld ing players performed "Stress i n  
Strange Places" to the school a n d  publ ic .  This was 
composed of two one-act plays:  " B l i nd Date" and "The H ut 
Of E n mity . "  

B l i n d  Date, the shorter o f  the two, ta kes place o n  t h e  
platform o f  a stat ion .  Through a m utua l  fr iend a middle 
a ged man,  p layed by Cary Parsons a nd a young secretary 
played by Sarah M a lcolm, arrange to meet for a ' B l i nd 
Date' .  The p lay beg i n s  with the  two seated next to each 
other, bot h u n awa re t h at the other is the one they have 
arra nged to meet. 

There i s  l itt le conversation throughout the act, but a 
previously recorded soundtrack was used of the thoughts 
r u n n i n g  through each cha racters m i nd. So throughout the 
seq uences of events the a ud ience had a n  open view of, 
what t urned out to be, a very funny situation.  

The s k i l l  req u i red by both actors with the necessity for 
good t i m i ng,  to synch ro n i se with the thoughts on tape, 
wa s vital for the play to f low smooth ly .  Sarah a nd Cary 
were both very successf u l  i n  doing th is  a nd deserve to be 
congratu lated. 

The second play, "The Litt le H ut of E n m ity" was a lso a 
comedy. It beg ins  i n  a h ut i n  the Swiss Alps, the s ix  
c h a racters a re coming i n  from a f ierce bl izzard. F i rst is 
E lspeth ,  played by Jenny Beavon, a nd J ustin ,  played by 
Robert Templeton. They a re ma rr ied and E lspeth t h i n ks 
J ust i n  is sexua l ly  incompetent, t hroughout the whole play 
the i r  conversations are domi n ated by their ma rita l 
problems. 

They are fol lowed in by M a is ie, an ex-prost itute, p layed by 
I ngr id  Randa l  who d u e  to her determinat ion dur ing 
rehersa l s  proved very convi ncing i n  her  f i rst product ion .  

Then M i ke, a typical  c ity America n,  p layed by Chr is  Wood, 
showed h i s  knowledge a nd stage ta lent portray ing the 
' Hard'  m a n  i n  the play.  F i na l ly  appea red Old K u rt, the 
reti red mounta in g u ide, p layed by Chr is  B ateman a nd I Isa 
a self-assured Swiss woman played by V i rg in ia  Dommen -
both perfectly type-casted ! 

Thanks m ust go to Sara Cambel l  for her art ist ic talents i n  
des ign ing t h e  progra mme cover. 

Tec h n ica l ly The F ie ld ing Players' reached a h ig h  sta ndard 
of performa nce. It proved to be enjoyable for both the 
aud ience a nd players. For the actors it was a n  experience 
of commitment, dedication a nd self control; encou raged by 
M r  Foulds the producer who, when t imes were a bit 
fra ught m a i nta i ned a ca lm control on the proceed ings. 

Ruth Sharpe 



S PO RTS DAY 

It was a m i racle that Sportsday happened at a l l  th is  year 
-even more of a m i racle that i t  happened on the very day 
plan ned, beca u se the incessantly ra i ny days for two weeks 
prior to and after June 6th were the wettest for 25 years! 
Heavy black clouds h u ng over us a l l  day and strong 
Westerly winds proved q u ite a problem, but the day went 
we l l  and some fine i nd iv idual  performances were tu rned 
in.  Only one school record was broken th is  year (by G i l l  
Rees i n  G ir ls Jave l in ). 

Once aga i n  m uch of the responsib i l ity for the tea ms rested 
on the House Sports Capta ins and to a large extent the 
results reflect how wel l  each house ma naged to 
appropriately f i l l  out  their  team sheets. 

Due to the strong wind on Saturday the h u rdles events 
had to be postponed for four days, and the final outcome 
rested ent i re ly on these events, j ust half a po i nt separated 
two houses. After the h u rdles Na nsen emerged as overal l  
win ners by j ust three and a half poi nts! 

One new event took place this year whi lst we were 
wait ing for the provisional  result to be annou nced, and we 
hope to hold t h i s  annua l ly  from now on : - The staff entered 
a m ixed relay team to chal lenge a l l -comers. They f in ished 
th i rd th is  year but you can be sure a lot of tra i n i ng wi l l  be 
going on over the wi nter to ensure a better result next 
yea r . . . . . . .  . 

Resu lts: Points 
Overa l l  Win ners: NANS E N  343 Penn 340 
Lister 307 G ir ls'  House Winners LlSTER 1 57 Nansen 1 56 
Penn 1 42 Boys' House Win ners P E N N  1 97 Nansen 1 87 
Lister 1 50 

Chris Guy 

STAFF/S C H O O L  C R I C KET 

June 1 987 wi l l  be remembered by most for  it be ing so wet 
and coo l .  But some of us wi l l  remember four splendid 
ga mes of cricket, al l  of which had close f i n ishes.  The 
results were 

School v Vi l lage: Vi l lage 97 for 8,  School 98 
School v Old Scholars: School 98 for 7, O . S .  47 a l l  out 
School v Bra i l les: Bra i l les 1 20 for 5, School 1 09 
School v Vi l lage:  School 87 for 9, Vi l lage 88 (on last bowl) 

There were many h igh l ights - I docu ment only a few t hat 
helped the S u mmer Game to tri umph over the Sibford 
Summer: 
-Chris G uy's bowl ing agai nst The Old Scholars.  (5 for 1 6) 
-Stephen Bun ney's six agai nst The Old Scholars, with a 
broken bat . 
- M i ke Wol lerton's four s i xes agai nst the Vi l lage i n  h is  tota l 
of 29.  
-James B radshaw's s l ip  catch when playing a s  a g uest for 
the Vi l lage against the Schoo l .  
- Tony S keath's close f ie ld ing i n  fu l l  armour .  
- Janette S keath's cream teas. 
- Dom i n i c  G riff i th's s uccessf u l  re-emergence as a 
cricketer after fou rteen years i n  the wi lderness. 
- Chris Bateman's 44 runs .  
- Bruce Jones's accurate bowl ing .  
- N ick Upton's accu rate scor ing - it needed to  be. 
- Wi lson La i 's bou ndary f ie ld ing.  
- N ick Howel ls's variation of l ine and length.  
- Tony S keath 's variation i n  l i ne, length and pace. 
- Chr is  Wol lerton's n i n e  l ives agai nst the v i l lage - too 
incredible to be fu l ly  docu mented. 
- N e i l  Hart's ca l l i ng - or lack of it. 
- Mark Spandler's pat ient 2 2  agai nst The Old Scholars.  
- Stuart Hedley's sawdust i n  the same match .  
- Chr is  G uy's 30 runs v Bra i l les - the h ig hest i nd iv idual  
score of our  short season .  
- G uy K i ngham's keen capta i n ing o f  The Old  Scholars. 
- Brian Hol l iday's astute team select ion.  

Brian Holliday 

TH E D U K E  O F  E D I N B U R G H  AWA R D  

I n  September I went a long to the D of E meet i ng and Mr 
Spr i ng explai ned what  we needed to do to complete our 
B ronze Award.  There was a survival cou rse with Mr 
Spr ing and M r  Agnew, and a F i rst Aid cou rse r u n  by Mrs 
B u n ney. We a lso had to p u rsue a physical activity for 
twelve hou rs, one hour  per wee k .  The activ ity I chose was 
r id i ng and Toby c hose bad m i nton.  I a l so he lped Mr 
Newbold to care for a plot of land with young trees on it .  

F i n a l ly, we had to do a practice expedition and then,  i n  the 
S u m mer Term, we completed our real expedition i n  the 
La ke D istrict. We were taught which clothes to wear for 
wa l king ,  how to read a compass a nd many other sk i l l s  so 
that we could look after ourselves. The expedition involved 
a wee k of wa lk ing ,  one n ig ht 's ca mping and, f ina l ly, a 
j u mp i nto the freezing depths of U l lswater ! It was good fun 
but very hard work. 

I am pleased I d id The Award, I was able to prove to 
myself, and others, that I could u nderta ke various tasks 
and see them through to complet ion .  We a lso learned 
a bout each other and made fr iends by work ing together.  
Many of u s  have enjoyed the experience so m uch and 
fou n d  it so va luable, t hat we wou l d  l i ke to go on to take 
The S i lver Award. 

James Nelson 



ACTIVITI ES W E E K  

Through the staffs eyes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

On 1 3th J u ne, twenty-fou r  ch i ld ren a nd three staff (pl u s  
a n  America n fr iend) set off for Botley, n e a r  Southa mpton . 
We were crammed i nto two m i n i bu ses along with sleeping 
bags, waterproofs, boots a nd enough clot h i ng each for 
about a week.  Activit ies Hol iday was about to beg i n .  

W e  arr ived at Fa i rthorne M a nor, a n  i mposi ng red-brick 
a nd panti led ma nor house set in n i nety-fou r  acres of 
u nspo i lt beauty, in t ime for tea.  Bags were u n packed, 
friends sorted out from the not-so-fr iendly a nd tents were 
a l located. Six chi ldren shared a tent whi le the staff were 
a l lowed the improved accom modation of a tent each in the 
cases of Mr. N ewbol d  a nd M iss Taylor, a nd a sha red tent 
for Ms Alexander a nd Ms M itche l l ,  our America n visitor. 

The weather looked extremely hopef u l  d u r i ng our f i rst few 
days. We had been warned to bring waterproofs and boots. 
It soon became apparent that th is  was sound advice. The 
ra in  came with a vengeance, and stayed . There were 
moments when we wished for dry patches but the 
weather was u nable to spo i l  the spir it  a nd, dare I say, 
sunny cou ntena nces of most of the ch i ld ren i nvolved. The 
only events which suffered due to ra iny  weather were 
those which were organ ised for even ings but S i bford, 
undau nted, did not a l low ra in  to stop play. We organ ised 
footba l l  matches and other games between ou rselves and 
with i ntrepid members of other schools .  Some activities, 
such as a rchery, were held i ndoors beca use of the 
weather, but the majority cont i n ued u naffected. The 
grounds of the M a nor provided ample opportu n ity for 
wa l ks, explorat ion,  a nd, for certa in  brave ind iv idua ls,  
swimming.  

The range of  activities on offer was vast. It was 
understood, before our arr ival ,  that there wou ld  be no 
'opt i ng out' .  Th i s  meant that everyone, staff inc l uded (you 
should see my bru ises ! ), was g iven a g reat deal of 
encouragement, found themselves part ic ipat ing in the 
most extraord inary contortions and felt rather pleased 
with themselves as a result .  ( However, I have to confess 
that my favour ite activity was r u n n i n g  to receive a bunch 
of red roses sent by M r  Spring.  They su rvive bea utif u l ly i n  
tents, you know.) T h e  wee k w a s  a great s uccess and we 
thank the Y .M .C.A. for a thoroughly enjoya ble, f it -making 
hol iday! 

Pene/ope Tay/or 

WY E Y . H . A .  

O n  Saturday we left S ibford t o  g o  o n  a Youth Hostel 
Weekend in the Wye Va l ley. We took food and everyth ing 
we needed. 

Th i s  t ime, though, i n stead of Miss Wi lson going Miss 
Alexa nder came with us.  It was to be her fi rst t ime Youth 
Hoste l l ing .  

We a rr ived, u npacked our stuff a nd made our beds. When 
we were ready we went for a short wa l k . After we got 
back we made tea a nd played ga mes unt i l  it was t ime for 
bed. 

The next morn ing  we were awakened by the smel l  of 
frying bacon a nd sa usages which, of cou rse, were burned!  
Al l  of u s  leapt out of bed, str ipped it, packed a nd cleaned 
up.  Then we had brea kfast. 

After an outdoor brea kfast we packed the m i n ibus a nd 
went for a nother wa l k  to the aba ndoned tunne l .  O nce 
aga i n  we tu rned our l ights out in the m iddle; everybody 
thought it was spooky. 

When we got out we wa l ked further in the lovely val ley 
unt i l  it was t i me to return  to S ibford. We had a wonderfu l  
t ime.  

Robert Perkins 

K U LTU R E  KLU B 

The Ita l i a n  Cu lture tour started with :  a ltered dates, f l ights, 
staff a nd delays. Mrs .H iggins orig ina l ly  p lan ned the tour of 
Venice a nd F lorence, but due to an i l l ness she ha nded the 
tour over to the unsuspecting - me. 

I have no bel iefs i n  s uperst i t ion or omens, but wa it ing for 
n i ne hours in the depa rt u re lou nge, a nd the lack of 
i nformation ava i lable on the f l ight t i me, p lus a 'technica l  
operations delay'  with the a i rcraft, I was glad Mr.  S keath 
made our n u mbers fourteen and not th i rteen .  

The hotel reception was u nfortu n ately closed on our 
arr ival  at the a ltered venue - F lorence, but th is was not 
s u rpr is ing s i nce it was o n ly 4 .30 a . m .  There was a nother 
short delay before a l l  heads were fast asleep in the 
somewhat confined condit ions at the Colorado Hote l .  

W e  made a n  ear ly start t o  t h e  fol lowing afternoon, a nd 
fou n d  market p laces, the Uffizi ga l lery, the Ponte Vecchio 
bridge - b u i lt i n  972 and rebu i lt after the terrible floods in  
1 333.  This was fol l owed by a casual  wa l k  to the top of  the 
4 1 4  steps of the G iotto's Be l l -Tower - a race that John 
Stolewood fo und easy though M r . S keath was decla red a 
non r u n ner due to a stewa rd's enqu i ry. A very i mpressive 
view of the city, its development in la ndmarks were 
explored by the now 'Masters of Arch itectura l  H i story' -
John, Keith a nd Kwabena.  

"Ear ly to bed a nd ear ly to r ise ma kes one hea lthy (due to 
a l l  the wa l k i ng), wea lthy (Using publ ic  transport) and wise 
(avoid ing crowds)" was our motto. 

The Medici Chapel with its splendour of i n la id marble and 
M ichaela ngelo's Day, N i g ht, Dusk a nd Dawn Statues wa s 
our  fi rst port of ca l l .  

A del ayed arr iva l  a nd reversa l of  ven ues meant  l i ttle t ime 
for l isten ing to compla i nts of aching feet . The Pitti Pa lace 
next, the most outstanding b u i ld ings we had admi red in 
F lorence. One can u nderstand why the Pitti fa mi ly  were 
made ba n krupt by the ventu re, but can on ly  tha n k  them for 
their  efforts. 

An afternoon tr ip to S iena with its cathedral a nd market 
squa re, famous for its horse racing, left a l ittle t ime in the 
even ing for one of those tradit ional  Ita l i an  gelati . 



O u r  tra in  r ide to Ven ice was not without delay tha nks to 
the Ita l i an  R a i l men helping the French Traff ic Control lers 
and M rs.Thatcher's pound a l l  determi ned to make our  stay 
d iff icult  and hasslef u l l .  

The j o l l y  faces o f  Hazel, J o ,  E l ley a n d  Zoe certa i n ly helped 
me forget these problems a nd to press on. The palat ia l  
Hotel  Ste l la  D 'Ora took the CULTU RAL STU D E NTS i nto 
a nother razmatazz world of the tourists drea m .  Mr .Skeath 
however felt a few hours locked away from th is  was the 
best pol icy. We were glad to i nform everyone that after a 
lot of pleading and brea king down of barriers a nd req uests 
of how important his knowledge of Venice was to the 
group's cont i n u ing cultural  experience - he capitu lated 
and vowed never to do it aga in !  

We approached Venice from the Lagoon a nd made our  
way to  the Duca l  Palace, the  dwel l ing  place of  the Doge, 
f u l l  of splendo u r  and treasure.  The B ridge of S ighs a nd the 
G reat H a l l  captu red everyone's i magi nat ion,  espec ia l ly  the 
biggest s ing le ca nvas pa int ing i n  the world, ' Pa radise' by 
Ti ntoretto. 

An observa nt Mr .Skeath poi nted out to the assem bled 
group that one of the many portraits of the Doge that 
surrou nded the room had been pa i nted out .  " It  m ust have 
been the Traitor Doge Mor i n  Fa l iero" he exp la ined. With 
that comment we had to push back the other tourists who 
felt he was the m a i n  Engl ish/Ita l i a n  spea k ing gu ide in 
Venice. U nfortu nately no-one mentioned to Meredith that 
most t h i ngs were on the cei l ing a nd wa l l s  though she d id  
f ind St .  Mark's Square  the most bea ut ifu l  i n  the world a nd 
the R i a lto B ridge the most fa mous and majest ic i n  Venice. 
A day around the Is la nds of B u rano, M u rano a nd Torcel lo 
seemed to be one of the most t i r ing experiences as the 
ferry jou rneys sent  the by now cultura l ly  aware to sleep, 
a nd I was certa in ly  be ing  remi nded it  was Venice not 
F lorence. 

The f ina l  day spent on the beach proved to be the most 
attract ive opt ion with everyone except the staff, who were 
st i l l  th i rsty for more culture.  

A pleasaht,  though delayed, jou rney home f in ished a very 
enjoyable a nd worthwh i le tour of two of the most exciting 
cit ies i n  Italy. 

A big than k-you m ust go to our I nterpreter and G u ide 
Mr.S keath, and a splendid time was had by a l l .  

Chris Bateman 

LES LI E SA l LY LECTU R E  
LIVI N G  ADVE NTU R O U S LY 

by LEONARD A. B I R D  (abr idged) 

Tha n k  you for the i ntrod uction M r .  President. The most 
i mportant th ing  about i ntroductions is to be sure of the 
one you are i ntroducing.  O nce I was i ntroducing a Dr .  
B rown sent to u s  from the U n iversity to spea k on nuclear 
science.  H e  commenced by saying he wou ld  l i ke to make 
two t h ings clear; one,  he was not a doctor and h is  name 
was not B rown ! !  They had sent a subst itute without tel l i ng 
us .  Once when I was to spea k to a men's  group i n  
Yorksh i re, I was introduced b y  the Cha i rman as t h e  most 
prej udiced speaker they had ever had. I responded by 
saying a nyone without prej udices or bias was a mere 
c ipher; the i mportant th ing  is to know what one's - and 
other people's -prejud ices a nd bias a re. 

Yes, I a m  prej udiced a nd have strong opin ions on dr ink i ng 
a lcohol - or rather not dr in k ing alcohol - drugs, gambl i ng, 
women's r ights and, most espec ia l ly, the need for us to 
work for a more peacef u l  world.  I a m  for l ife - a nd l iv ing it 
advent u rously .  -

Let's understand one i mporta nt facet of t h is; prinCiples a re 
not cheap.  Li ke most t h i ngs in th is  wor ld they h ave to be 
pa id  for - ofte n at heavy cost . I sha l l  have ,nore to say on 
th is .  I could have had an easy passage dur ing the war 
years but c hose to i mplement my pacif ist pri nciples a nd, 
a l though I was exempted from m i l itary service, combatant 
and non -combatant, I suffered t hree terms of 
i mprisonment. 

My adventu res started when, after leaving school at 1 4, 
a nd being u nable even to get a job i n  an office, I worked as 
an errand boy i n  a chem ist's shop. I saved my C h ristmas 
t ips a nd bought a bicycle - for a bout £9! I made a point of 
never com ing back the sa me way as I went and thus 
en larged my k nowledge of  the loca l cou ntryside; I even 
bought a map! Later I cycled in every cou nty in England 
a nd paid several  v is its to Wales a nd Scot land as well  as 
two to I re land a nd two to Germa ny. My late wife a nd I had 
a tandem a nd later added a sidecar for our  you ngster - a nd 
what st i r r ing experiences we had.  

I n  1 934 we went to Germany to vis it  a couple I had met in  
1 92 9  on my ear l ier  tr ip .  Er ick  was a B rownsh i rt - a 
member of the Nazi  pa rty; S .A.  not SS .  He resigned from 
the Nazi  Party in 1 93 9  a n d  was a very brave man.  He 
advised the ch i ldren in h i s  school not to go i nto the Hit ler 
Youth Br igade.  Had he been denou nced by a ny of them he 
would have been sent to a concentration camp. 

D u ring the war I was, as I h ave said, imprisoned three 
t imes as a conscientious objector. It was a terrible 
experience and don't bel ieve those stories a bout prison 
be ing a 'hol iday camp' .  However, t here are 
compensations. One such was when I was working in the 
'death cel l '  - awaiting the return  from Court of a m u rderer. 
I was in charge of b lack ing out wi ndows in the pr ison a nd 
was perched on top of a ladder at a h i g h  window. There 
were many people working in the cell; p lu mbers, 
e lectr ic ia ns, decorators, c leaners etc. They tal ked about 
'toppi n g '  i . e .  hang i n g .  At length I a n nou nced that I was 
aga i nst a ny form of capita l pun ish ment; there was a 
s udden h u s h .  Then I was attacked from a l l  sides but, 
having taken part in the Campaign to Abol ish the Death 
Pena lty, I was easi ly  able to a n swer a l l  the i r  q uest ions a nd 
comments. Be ing on top of the ladder was, of course, a 
great adva ntage. At l e ngth a part icu la rly nasty off icer 
came in to see what was going on. 'What do you th i nk?' 
they sa id  to h i m  'th i s  chap'  - ind icating me - 'doesn't 
bel i eve in hanging m u rderers'.  'Not hang 'em' he snorted 'I 
wou ld n 't even bother to g ive 'em a tr ia l ' .  At which there 
was u n iversa l approval - u nt i l  I poi nted out the 
s ign ifica nce of that to any of them charged with a capita l 
cr ime.  

S i nce that  experience I h ave paid vi sits to pr isons i n  many 
cou ntr ies, hav i ng been Qua ker M i n ister at H u l l  Pr ison for 
m a ny years. Most a re much worse than ours; in the Soviet 
U n ion a nd Czecho-Slova k ia  I was refused entry to pr isons.  



After I came out of prison my f i rm refused to have me back 
a lthough they had been g lad to take me i nto a rt ic les - on 
very advantageous terms to them � j ust after war broke 
out. After m a ny diff icu lt ies I q u a l if ied as a Sol icitor a nd 
embarked u pon a most rewa rding profession.  It has been 
most exh i l a rat ing to enter into contests with J udges, 
barristers, other solicitors, Nat ional  a nd Local  G overn ment 
officers a n d  others in a uthority on behalf of many 
unfortu nates - not a lways successfu l ly, of cou rse, but 
there have been some t r iu mphs. Once I was able to a lter 
the law of the cou ntry - g a i n i n g  the r ight to appeal to the 
High Court for those who have been convicted a nd refused 
ba i l  pending their  appea l .  As an advocate I . usua l ly  
represented women i n  the Courts a nd secu red their  ng hts 
but a lways resol utely decl ined to prosecute a nyone.  
Beca u se of my experiences i n  pr ison I fe lt  unable to take 
any pa rt i n  sending a nyone there. If you want to wor k  
hard, b e  reasonably b u t  not excessively well  paid, have 
plenty of br ickbats but be in a position to help your fel low 
men - a nd women - choose the Law. 

For m a ny yea rs I ran cross-country a nd th is  engaged my 
interest in ath letics with the result I have been to a l l  the 
Olympic G a mes si nce 1 948 a s  wel l as  E u ropean Athletic 
Championships and m a ny other sport i ng encou nters. 
What adventures we have had in going to many d i fferent 
cou ntries. For instance, when we went to Rome in 1 960 
we purchased shares i n  a coach owned by a Quaker 
group. That was a n  adventure a n d  a ha lf. The engine 
developed a serious fa u lt a s  we left F lorence a nd we had 
to abandon the coach. There were a n u m ber of h i la r ious 
and ha i r-ra is ing i ncidents before we were able to h i re 
a nother coach in S ienna which got us to Rome for the 
athletics. O n  the way back when I was dr iv ing I s udden ly  
found there were no bra kes. I sent  for  my co-driver who 
was asleep in  the back. "Get down in your gears" he 
shouted as he came u p  r u bb i ng his eyes. ' ' I 'm  down I n  
second now" I retorted, " a n d  w e  s h a l l  stop on t h a t  s l ight 
r ise".  Lucki ly we were o n  a long f lat stretch of road in 
Belg i u m. a nd not com ing over the A lps. 

On our way to Japan in 1 964 we had a most excit ing t ime 
crOSSing E u rope and S iber ia  when we stopped over I n  East 
Berl i n  (the most dreary a n d  sad place I have ever seen), 
Warsaw, M oscow, I rkutsk and Kharbarovsk before sai l i ng 
across the Sea of Japa n .  It was i n  Irkutsk where I had a 
violent argument with the I ntour ist ch i ef who sa id we had 
not pa id for that part of the tr ip.  She c la i med £ 1 8  a day 
-very excessive i n  those days - but I responded that I had 
to wor k  for my money a nd wasn't  a wea lthy U . S .A. tounst. 
When I sa id I ntouri st m ust have made a m i sta ke, the roof 
nearly went off with her explosion . She telephoned 
Moscow who den ied a ny responsibi l ity, a nd then reduced 
her dem�nd to £ 1 3 a day. I told her she was doing better 
and if she cont i n ued in that d i rect ion we m ight  get 
somewhere. I had a letter from the Travel Agent stat ing 
c lear ly  'everyth ing is pa id for  from arr iva l  i n  Moscow to 
depa rture from Nadhodka' ,  (the port In Eastern S l bena).  At 
length the batt le-axe said if we pa id £5 a day for the two 
of us she wou ld accept; I was loath to pay a nyth ing but my 
wife persuaded me to pay that and avoid a ny further 
trouble. When the I ntourist ch ief had threatened to With­
hold our passport I to ld her that was as m uch a s  her job 
was wort h !  It was i n  Kha rbarovsk that I was refused entry 
to the pr ison despite my overcomi n g  al l  their  obstacles .. I 
c la im to be the only man who has tned to get I nto pnson I n  
S iberia and been refused. 
Japa n was wonderful a nd we found the people a mongst 
the k i ndest we have ever encountered. When I u sed to say 
this i n  my lectures it was invar iably cha l lenged a nd 
comments were made about 'the B urma Road' and ot her 
atroc it ies. My response was to remind my a udiences that 
the Christ ian nations of Br ita in  a nd the U . S .A.  had 
comm itted the greatest atrocities of al l  i n  dropping atomic 
bombs on H i rosh ima a nd Nagasaki .  It is wa r not 
i ndiv iduals which ca uses atrocities a nd we m ust eradicate 
it from this world if we a re to s u rvive. 
Gett ing to Mexico in 1 968 was d iffic u lt  as  there were 
str i ngent restr ict ions on the amount of currency one could 
take abroad - I bel ieve it was £25 eac h !  There was no way 
we were going to be able to manage on that despite paying 
for most of the expenses before we left. Herbert Hadley of 
the Fr iends World Comm ittee i n  the U . S .A.  i nvited me to 
undertake a lecture tour which took u s  across the U . S .A.  

from N ew York to San Francisco a nd San D iego. We 
trave l led ma in ly  by G reyhound a nd reached Mexico City 
after a bus jou rney of some 30 hours from the frontier .  
Imagine our  fee l i ngs when we discovered our  application 
form for t ickets to the Olympic G a mes had been lost! 
Persistence preva i led but it took a lot of doing - and some 
hard ta lk ing - one of the few t i mes I have lost my temper!  
Pr ior to go ing to the G a mes i n  Montrea l i n  '76, I had gone 
down the R iver Colorado through the Grand Ca nyon on a 
raft ·  i n  fact th is  was a smal l  craft with i nflatable rubber 
sid�s in which only four people could squeeze. I 
recommend th is  most whole-hearted ly to those of you 
seeking an adventurous experience. As you shoot the 
rapids, of which there a re very ma ny, the raft is g u ided to 
the 'tong ue '  of water by the oarsm a n  - or oa rswoman -and 
encou raged to keep in  the fast water a nd away from rocks 
a n d  s ides by s k i lfu l  use of oars a nd noth ing else. We were 
a l l owed to row on the q u ieter stretches and down the 
sma l ler  rapids. At the largest, or longest, rapids of al l ,  our 
raft  stopped as we pl unged over a large rock a nd began to 
f i l l  with water. It was a lmost up to our chests when a large 
sheet of water swept u s  out of the pool a nd we completed 
the descent, not without much trepidat ion.  My companion,  
a Physics Professor at one of U .S .A. U n iversities, 
ca lcu lated we had a lmost 200 tons of water in our craft -
but the water was up to our  chests a nd the floor was of 
rubber ! 
Going to Moscow in 1 980 was more trau matic than to 
previous O lympics. The boycott, la rgely at the i nstigation 
of the U .S .A . ,  and q u ite misconceived, had led to the 
Brit ish Pr ime M i n ister with-drawing the Ambassador a nd 
senior staff, a nd tel l i ng us we should be 'on our  own ' .  The 
Open i ng Ceremony, with wonderfu l  dancing in costu mes 
from many parts of the Soviet U n ion, was easi ly the most 
bea ut ifu l  I have ever witnessed. The G a mes themselves 
were superb a nd i n  the athlectics we barely m i ssed those 
who d idn 't come. When on these visits I usua l ly try to 
establ ish some relationship with peace overtones a nd i n  
M oscow two of we Qua kers met the Soviet Peace 
Comm ittee. O u r  excha nge of views was va l uable a nd 
when I a s ked why they no longer came to visit us they 
responded by saying they wou ld  l i ke to. I i m mediately gave 
them an i nvitation which was fol lowed up when I retu rned 
to Eng land by a letter from the Northern Friends Peace 
Board. This has led to several excha nges of vis its, some at 
h igh leve l ,  but others of a more modest character. This, I 
fee l ,  is the key to establ ish ing world peace - even more 
i mportant than advocat ing d isarma ment - a nd depends on 
cu lt ivat i ng much better relations between nations. 

No doubt you a re gett ing the i mpression I a m  a wea lthy 
man;  not so, I have spent too much of my time work ing for 
people who hadn't the means to pay. When chal lenged by 
one of my legal  col leagues on this topic, I said I probably 
paid for my overseas tr ips by the same amount as he spent 
on smoking a nd dr inking in fou r  years. I was wrong; when 
we reckoned it up, us ing his f igures a nd without a ny 
embel l ishments from me, I could have gone on my tr ips 
with the eq uiva lent of what he spent i n  three years ! !  
I t  i s  a matter of what you wa nt from l ife; a l most a nyth ing 
i s  possible if you want  it hard  enough - a nd a re prepa red 
to work for it .  Years ago I decided to have my ret i rement as 
I went a long i n stead of wa it ing unt i l  I was too old to enjoy 
trave l .  When my dear wife died some years ago I was 
tha n kf u l  we had enjoyed together so very many 
extraord inary and thr i l l ing  tr ips to u n usual  places. 



M E M O R I E S 
O CTOG E N A R I A N  R ECO LLECTI O N S  

We are del ighted to i ncl ude more contr ibut ions from our  
'Octogenarian C lub '  of  their  memories of  S ibford Schoo l .  
CONSTANCE COTIRELL ( nee M O LO) was a t  S ibford 1 9 1 7-
2 1  and writes a splendidly vivid account of her t ime at 
Sibford; 
Fami ly Con nections.  
S ibford is i n  the blood of my fa m i ly .  My grandmother, E l iza 
Watk i ns, with her s ister and brother attended when the 
school was founded u nder R ichard Routh i n  1 842.  My 
father was at the school i n  1 894- 1 898.  I n  1 9 1 2  my par­
ents cycled from Banbury to S ibford with me on the cross 
bar of my father 's bike to show me the school and to meet 
James Harrod. My father poi nted out his desk and bench 
and rem i n isced m ight i ly. I p layed with James Harrod's 
da ughter, G u l ie, who was very envious of my high brown 
button boots. I event u a l ly went to S i bford in 1 9 1 7- 1 92 1 . 
Ma ny, many years later I was del i g hted to f i nd that my 
marriage had presented me with a n  Old S i bford ian  step­
daug hter, Jeanne Cottrel l  (now Southam).  So when I 
entered the school i n  1 9 1 7  I was the t h i rd generation and 
Jeanne is (spi r i tual ly) the fourt h .  
Trave l l i ng  t o  S i bford. 
The j ou rney to school was a lways by tra i n  with t i n  t ru n k  
a n d  su itcase. A t  Banbury horsedrawn wagons with 
wooden forms to sit on met us to jog the seven m i l es to 
school . A tra i n  jou rney from Bournemouth to Banbury i n  
1 9 1 8  with cha nges a t  Southampton, Reading, Basi ngstoke 
and Oxford, with waits as prior ity troop tra ins  and hospital 
tra ins went through, was a real and long drawn out adven­
ture.  No wonder I somet i mes arr ived last. after dark and in 
deep snow. Once Banbury was cut off from school by deep 
snow so we had wal ked very early in  the morn ing to Hook 
Norton Stat ion with the stars dancing bri l l iant ly overhead. 
I was so excited I left my u m brel la  on the tra i n  and 
remember the sick shock of m issing it to this day. 
Meetings at the Gower.  
I n  my grand mother's day Meeti ng for Worship lasted 1 
1 12 hours and was easier to bear i n  the su m mer t ime 
when t hey cou ld keep wa rm.  They wou l d  a l so pass the 
t ime by cou nting the f l ies on the Meet ing House windows. 
Satu rday's stea med pudd i ng was known as "F l ies in Meet­
ing Ho use Pudd i n g " .  In my day we wa l ked to meet ing at 
the Gower over Oddie's Field or if wet via M a n n i ng 's H i l l .  
W e  sat for an h o u r  fac i ng t h e  adu lt members with Ja mes 
Ha rrod on the front row. G i r ls on one side - boys on the 
other, neatly arranged i n  size order. The u n l ucky ones 
were in  fu l l  v iew of the Headmaster. S u nday afternoons 
involved compulsory wa l ks - pig d r ives, which covered 
several m i les and gave us a keen appetite for H ig h  Tea.  
From 1 920 onwards, when the gym was converted i nto an 
Assembly Ha l l  - we had Even ing Meet i ng at school .  Hymns 
- two B ible readings and a ta lk  by a v is itor or member of 
staff were the order of the day. I st i l l  have my smal l  s l ip  of 
paper i nscribed by James Harrod "August 22nd 1 920, 
G i r l ,  Psa lm 9 1 . "  My f i rst command to read in eve n i ng 
meet ing .  
U n iform .  
We wore navy serge t u n ics a nd b l u e  a n d  wh ite str iped 
blouses with brown stoc k i ngs.  O u r  th ick navy b lue  coat 
was topped by an u ncomfortable straw boater. I remember 
yel low oi lsk ins and Sou 'wester hats for wet weather.  On 
Su ndays we wore navy b lue dresses - mine  was a lpaca 
and pr icked and t ick led unbearably as did our wool len 
undies and stockings - notorious for shr ink ing i n  the wash . 
We a lways wore p inafores for meal t imes - sta rched white 
one for S u ndays and i m portant occasions - darker ones for 
every day wea r.  P inafores were com pu lsory a lso for a l l  
"messy" pursu its such as cooking a n d  clay mode l l ing .  
Food. 
In my day the 1 00 pup i ls  were div ided i nto 4 g u i lds - S he­
pherds - Watchmen -P i lots and Coastguards, who com­
peted aga i nst one another. R iva l ry was a lways i ntense at 
blackberry-pick ing t ime when hu ndreds of pounds came in 
for jam making .  I have n 't enj oyed blac kberry-pick ing s i nce 
then.  Food was rationed and we ate a nyth i ng we could 

f ind - raw beetroot - swedes, h ips and haws and n uts. 
W h i lst hanging up our th ick  one-piece wool len bat h i ng 
costu mes (with sk i rt of course ! )  to d ry on the orchard 
clothes l i ne we "scrumped" apples and p lums to be h id­
den i n  the legs of our elast icated kn ic kers. We developed a 
taste for rice pudd i ng made with very watered down 
condensed m i l k  and boi l ed with black treacle .  It ca n 't have 
been bad beca use I put on 4 stones in 4 years. The del i ­
cate c h i ld beca me a strapping lass! The tuck shop opened 
on Saturday morn ing for the sale of sweets, fru it  and 
occasional  bitter chocolate. Our modest pocket money was 
i ssued weekly as were selections from ed ible b i rthday 
g ifts. 

Term Times and Visits. 

My gra ndmother went to school for 3 years a nd d id  not go 
home d u r i ng t hat t ime.  My father and I fared better - we 
had two hol idays at home each year with the school year 
sta rt i n g  in ear ly J u ly .  Three hol i days a year did not appear 
u nt i l  1 92 1 . Most pupi ls  came from London, B i rm i ngham 
a nd Br istol and these l uc ky ones had more vis its from their 
parents. I n  4 years my father came twice and my mother 
once - but of course t here were long weekly letters to keep 
us i n  touch.  The whole school sat aJ desks at letter-writ ing 
t ime -the q u iet concentration has had a va l uable spin-off -
I have never had any trouble writ i ng letters ever si nce. 
Another u n looked for bon u s  of S i bford disc ip l ine is the 
abi l ity to speak deaf and d u m b  language on my hands -
i nva l uable i n  obta i n ing a splendid j ob for me. I acq u i red 
the s k i l l  as a means of c ircu mventing the "no ta l k i ng" ru le 
r igorously enforced after l ig hts out.  

Activit ies.  

School days were happy, busy days. I don't  t h i n k  we knew 
the mea n i ng of the word "bor ing".  We were a lways up to 
someth ing  - m uch of it orga n i sed. No pitches were ma rked 
out in war t ime so we a l l  lent a hand cutt i ng the pitch 
marks out as 2 i nch wide strips and turn ing it over to tread 
down as pitch markers. Mrs Ha rrod's a n kle length ski rt 
gave her a great advantage when she played i n  goa l  dur­
ing hockey games.  I n  s u m mer it was cricket and tenn is  
with  Sports Day to prepare for .  I c lea red fou r  feet i n  the 
Sen ior H ig h  J u m p  to  be asked by the H ead master how I 
ma naged to l i ft 1 0  stones so far off the ground.  Swi m m i ng 
was a great past ime too. I n  wi nter snow brought toboggan­
i ng on the Hook Norton Road and sl id ing on the play­
grou nd.  We enjoyed hopscotch with empty boot polish t ins 
and al l  manner of h ide and seek - and every conceivable 
game with a tennis  ba l l  and a wa l l .  S k i pping had its many 
variat ions too but the rea l ly l ucky ones were those who 
had rol ler skates. 

Motor Tra nsport. 

In my t i m e  a great i n novation came to the v i l lage - motor 
tra nsport. In 1 9 1 9  Mr Kaytes Ford van was h i red to ta ke 
the games team to away matches. O u r  i ntense i nterest 
was somewhat damaged when the new contraption 
skidded whi lst dr iv ing past The E l m '  to the road j u nction 
near Swa lcl iffe Com mon.  The g i r ls '  senior hockey team 
was deposited in a d itch with much damage to the i r  straw 
boaters but none to them.  In 1 920 s h i n i ng new M id land 
R ed bu ses arr ived to r u n  twice d a i ly fou r  days a week 
between S h i pston and Banbury, via S ibford Ferris.  

The Wa r. ( 1 9 1 4- 1 9 1 8) 

The war was a series of d istant rum bles. An occasional  
d ista nt relat ive k i l led, g u ns in the far d i stance towards 
B i r m i ng ha m  - and troop tra nsport t ra i ns at ra i lway sta­
t ions .  We took the poor wart i m e  diet for gra nted. We cele­
brated the Arm istice twice with a false start on November 
9th and the real one on the 1 1  th November with a half 
hol iday. We gathered outside the front door on a bright 
s u n ny day and scra m bled for pieces of chocolate k i ndly 
donated by Cadbu rys from Bournvi l le  - the masters 
enjoyed feeding the a n imals  and we enjoyed the chase. 

Vi l lage Menus.  

A n  abid ing S i bford memory is of v i l lagers br ing i ng the i r  
S u nday jo ints and vegetables to the baker to be cooked in  
h is  large ove ns. The men from the v i l lage brought the 
large meat  t ins  loaded with the week's roast to be cooked 
for the i r  fami l i es.  

Constance Cottrell 



Ernest D ixon remem bers 

On leav ing Sibford i n  1 92 1  I joi ned the S . O .S .A .  no 
subscript ion for the f i rst year - 1 s h i l l i ng a nd si xpence per 
yea r u nt i l  you were 21 when it became 2 s h i l l ings and 
sixpence. I t  took me a long t i me to afford the Life 
Membership.  U nfortunately, most of my jobs were l iving - i n  
s o  I h a d  no freedom t o  attend Old Scholars.  Now the spir it  
is w i l l i ng but the f lesh i s  wea k, q u ite apart from the loss of 
so many of 'my year' at schoo l .  There is a def in ite dearth 
of conte mpora r ies with whom to rem i n isce about 66 years 
ago! E R N EST DIXON at S i bford between 1 9 1 0- 1 3  and 
looking at our records m u st com pete with ELSIE  ROSE 
1 908- 1 0  as our oldest Old Scholars! 

Ernest has been in Canada for m a ny years and ra n a 
successfu l  hort icu ltura l  busi ness - 'McLeod G reenhouses' 
near Fort Mc Leod - u n t i l  h i s  retirement in 1 970. He st i l l  
practises as a piano tuner a nd repa i rer .  

Ernest writes: 

I have been reading the memoirs of Geoffrey Wrig ht; they 
are much the same as my experience, so I ' l l  leave out the 
boot-black i ng,  transporfation, etc. 

The photo of the i nside of the workshop was taken by my 
brother Harold in 1 9 1 1  and who was at school with me i n  
1 9 1 0  a nd 1 9 1 1 .  The other photo (much faded, unable to 
reprod uce) is of Pa radise House where some of the better­
behaved boys slept, strange that I should have been 
chosen .  It was the d uty of two of the boys to pump the 
water tank  in the attic fu l l .  I remember that one n ight we 
forgot our  duty u n t i l  after we were i n  bed; the pump being 
in  the back yard we c l i mbed out of the bedroom wi ndow 
onto the roof of the exte nsion which was lower than the 
ma i n  house and thence down to the yard. How d id  we get 
back? 

I wo nder if  the old E l m  is st i l l  there. When there in 1 978 I 
remember seei ng a sma l l  branch st ick ing out of the side of 
the t runk .  One Satu rday afternoon H a rold a nd I a n d  
a nother boy bought a loaf o f  bread a nd some butter a nd 
had a picnic in a hol low bra nch.  

My memories i nclude a yea r ly blackberry excursion, when 
we came back with loads of blackberr ies a nd a few crab 
apples which we could not resist, then for the blackberry 
a nd apple puddi ngs. 

Our a n n u a l  wa l k  to Compton Wynyates, where 
remember legend had it that i f  you pressed the r ight meta l 
stud on a massive door it wo u ld open and d isclose a secret 
tunne l  which was supposed to run  u nder the moat as a 
way of escape, p lenty of tries but no success. I was 
plea sed to see that the shrubs were kept t r immed in 1 978 
m uch the sa me as they were in my t ime .  I am wondering if 
the water Ram is st i l l  operat i ng at the foot of Mann i ng's 
H i l l ,  a nd the g host house on the way to Tra itor's Ford, th is  
was a n  old house on the r ight and j ust beyond the ma ngel 
field which we used to sample on the way, of cou rse we 
had to explore it .  

Letter writ ing every Su nday afternoon. 

Pun ishment was i n  the form of so m a ny l i nes. 60 l i nes 
was the l i m it for one wee k, i f  you were over the l im i t  i n  
o n e  week you lost your Saturday afternoon hol iday. 

I have stretched my memory about as far as it w i l l  go and 
at 88 years of  age it is  not too el astic! 

50 YEA R S  A G O !  

Where were you dur ing Whitsu ntide 1 9377 
Some of our older readers wil l  undo ubted ly have been at 
S i bford enjoyi ng a 'Coronation Reun ion ' ,  for 1 937 was 
George VI's coronation year .  

Henry Lawrence wa s President that yea r a nd ot her notable 
S i bford i a n  cha racters on the scene were Howard Qui nton 
who was General  Secretary a nd Lionel  Geering who was 
Treasurer .  

It was d u r i n g  that Reu nion that the Elm garden was 
acq u i red a nd dedicated. Seats were unvei led to 
com me morate the services of three Headsh i ps - R ichard 
a nd Rebecca Routh,  Robert a nd E l i zabeth Oddie a nd 
Ja mes a nd Mabel Ha rrod. The A . G . M .  that year dealt for a 
long t ime on the b u i ld ing of a new school h a l l  (but later 
had to be shelved unt i l  1 953 because of the advent of war) 

At the bottom of page 3 in the magaz i ne was a brief 
a n nou ncement that Vera Roe had become engaged to 
Fra n k  Rol lett! a nd she's st i l l  putt i ng up with h i m .  

I n  the school Arthur  Joh nstone, t h e  Headmaster reported 
that "The school conti n u es on its way in good style a nd I 
have only space to mention the outsta nding and u n usua l  
happe n i ngs of  the year .  

Last September we received a sp lendid g ift of  (8) l ight oak 
d in ing  room tables. ( N . B .  These are sti l l  i n  use i n  the 
school 50 yea rs on! )  

On Coronat ion Day the whole school was free to do as you 
l i k e !  A com mittee of boys a nd g i r l s  p lan ned the day; a l l  
were given nosebags a nd told t o  b e  back for h i g h  tea a t  s ix  
o'c lock many of the youngest wal ked over twenty m i les. 
The school h a l l ,  which was decorated by M i ss McPherson 
and the fourth form was lent to the v i l lagers, who had tea 
there. 

We have made and embroidered our own flag with the 
school badge a nd this was flying at Genera l Meet i ng .  

On the m usica l s ide we now have two f lour ish i ng vio l in  
c la sses. We have two boys i n  the  school from the  Fr iends 
Sc hool in New Zea l a nd .  

Sport has been good and t h e  Cr icket team d id  we l l .  

I n  t h e  School Certificate Exa m i nat ion, t h i rteen boys a nd 
g i r ls  (a record) were successf u l .  

I n  t h e  exa m i n ation o f  t h e  Roya l Life Saving Society we had 
these excel lent results: Intermedi ate Cert if icate, Grace 
Beckerlegge; Intermedi ate Certif icate and Bronze 
Meda l l ion,  Joan H i l l ing,  Mary Ashley, Mon ica Foss ( now 
S i mpson), June Ladell (now Dawson), Dorcas Harris, Joan 
Ebrey, Marjorie Wi nter, Monica K n ight (now E l iza beth 
Jol ley) a nd Ma rgaret Roberts. 

We wonder if they could do it now ! 

Elmsman 



S C H O O L  C O M M ITT E E  
R E PR E S E NTATIVE 'S R E PO RT 

Those of you who have l i stened to our  previous reports 
wi l l  be a l l  too wel l  aware of the problems of S i bford in the 
modern world. Basica l ly it is  the story of susta i ned efforts 
to m a i nta i n  a nd i m prove sta ndards agai nst a backg round 
of r i s i ng costs a nd a lack of endowment. I a lways feel  it i s  
l i ke a t u g  o f  war - a great d e a l  of tea m effort go ing i n  to 
att a i n  improvement, i nch by inch and foot by foot . I a m  
happy t o  te l l  you that m y  persona l  fee l i ng i s  that we have 
been sh ift ing  the rope i n  o u r  d i rect ion i n  1 987 .  It 's been a 
year ,  I fee l ,  of worthwh i l e  ha rd-won consol idat ion with the 
feel  of  progress. 

The nu mbers in the school have held the i r  own but on ly 
because of very susta i ned efforts by J i m  G ra h a m  a nd h i s  
support ing tea m .  A s  a lways w e  have a n  excel lent record 
in the remed i a l  department a nd we could have obta ined 
more pupi ls  in t h i s  field - but we have once aga i n  chosen 
to hold the ba lance . We a re short of  g i r ls  and we a re short 
of new entrants at the lower end of the schoo l .  To help 
with j u n ior recruitment we have taken a very major 
decis ion.  

That decision is to set up a new j u n ior department i n  Hol ly 
House - to b u i ld a new house for the Headmaster on the 
adjoi n i ng f ield and to open the j u n ior department i n  the 
a utumn of 1 988 - a i med at accommodating say 1 5  - 20 
c h i ldren, both boa rd ing a nd day pupi ls .  We are tak ing our 
faith i n  our  hands as we have to set th is  u p  by ban k  
borrowi ng,  but i f  the depa rtment succeeds i t  wi l l  m a ke a 
sign if icant contr ibut ion to the school 's i ncome besides 
prov id ing some ready made c l ients for our f i rst form. The 
old sta ble block opposite Hol ly  Ho use wi l l  be converted to 
provide j u n ior c lassrooms. The entrance to the school wi l l  
a lso have to  be a ltered to avoid pass ing through the m iddle 
of the j u n ior department.  This  is a major new venture for 
the school a nd deserves the su pport a nd good wil l  of us 
a l l .  

Whi lst on t h e  subject o f  t h e  school fac i l it ies, t h i s  yea r has 
seen the comp let ion of the u pgrading of the M usic Schoo l ­
those o f  y o u  w h o  were here f o r  Open D a y  w i l l  h ave had 
the cha nce of  seeing i t  i n  act ion .  M i ke F inch wi l l  be  wi l l i ng  
to  show a nyone i nterested around th is  department on 
Monday .  There has been conti nued i mprovements i n  the  
new venture i n  R u ral  Studies and many of  you might enjoy 
a wa l k  around the old wa l led garden and g reenhou ses 
dur ing the weekend. There continues to be much interest 
in our fac i l it ies for teach ing Engl ish  as a fore ign l a ng uage.  
I n  addit ion plans a re be i n g  developed to see what 
prospects there are for using the physical faci l it ies of the 
school for profitable le isure ventu res d u r i ng the summer 
brea k. 

We have had a most exc i t ing educat ional  development th is  
yea r.  It is cal led the Certificate for  Pre-vocat ional  
Education - C . P.V .E .  for  s hort. This provides for 1 6  - 1 7  
year olds a one yea r fu l l -t i me cou rse for t hose who wish to 
stay on at school or move to a col lege of F u rther 
Educat ion,  but who a re neither academical ly  inc l ined nor 
sure of what cou rse they should pursue.  It provides a 
cou rse fra mework based on a practica l curr icu l u m  which 
inc l udes some vocat ional  tra i n i ng i n  a f i rm,  company or 
organ isat ion relevant to their  interests. At the moment the 
four options a re customer service ( reta i l i ng), hort icu l ture,  
busi ness studies and cater i ng .  We hope to provide further 
outlets th is  yea r .  It was particu larly heartening to l isten to 
fo u r  of the part ic ipants report i ng to the school  comm ittee 
on their  experiences. It had obviously provided a great dea l 
of motivat ion and self-confidence whi lst i ntroducing them 
i n  a positive man ner to the rea l i t ies of the world at work. 
Good relat ionsh ips have been formed with the firms a nd 
organ isat ions they have worked with a nd offers of jobs 
a nd further tra i n i ng h ave been received in a n u mber of 
cases. The excit ing t h i ng is the way in which th is  cou rse 
appears to meet a l l  the basic objectives of S ibford - to 
prepare young people for a posit ive and happy contribution 
i n  the world outside. Clearly the staff who h ave been 
i nvolved i n  this cou rse have made a very great 
contr i bution to its success and very posit ive resu lts 
received to date. I f  a nyone feels they could offer work 
experience for these pup i ls  I am s u re it wou ld be 
appreciated. 

We have been sorry to say goodbye to Anne M u i r  who left 
S i bford at the  end of the Spring Term.  Throughout her 
years as Deputy Head at S i bford we have appreciated her 
loya lty, h i g h  sta nda rds, warm persona l ity and u nfa i l i ng 
q u iet good h u mour,  a nd she wi l l  be m issed by the whole 
com m u n ity. She has jo ined our  Old Scholars'  Assoc iation 
so we s h a l l  h ope to see her i n  our  m idst from t i me to t ime.  
Stephen B u n ney, now the sole Deputy Head, has bro ught 
a wea lth of energy a nd enth usiasm to his new post and 
has a l ready g a i ned the l i k i ng a nd respect of his col leagues 
a nd pupi ls .  

I wou ld  l i ke to end with two thoug hts, one of thanks to J im 
Graham and a l l  h is  staff - both academic a nd non -teac h i ng 
for the q u a l ity of the i r  efforts d u r i n g  the yea r .  The other 
thought which does t ie up with the f irst one is that - as a 
purely persona l  impression I bel ieve the mora le, d iscipl ine 
a nd motivat ion of the school i s  better at the end of th is  
yea r than  it has been for some t ime.  

E. Jeanne Southam 

PETE R BAILY ( 1 945-5 1 ) Wrote rece-ntly a nd wishes to be 
remembered. He is hoping to vis it  h i s  brother ROG E R  
( 1 949-5 1 )  i n  New Zea l a nd w h o  is soon to move to 
Adela ide in South Austra l i a .  

H OWAR D  CAM P I O N  ( 1 9 1 2- 1 6) and h i s  wife celebrated 
their  D ia mond Weddi ng on 1 8th June 1 987.  Many 
congratu lat ions to the "young" couple!  It 's t ime we saw 
you at our  Reun ion aga i n .  

H E L E N  DAVIDSON ( N E E  PULFORD) ( 1 943-46) Writes from 
Z imbabwe: " I  h ave l ived h ere for 34 yea rs a nd have loved 
every m i n ute of it. I ma rried an Ai rcraft E ng i neer who flew 
for the nat ional  a i r l i ne  so we were able to travel a lot. 

We had four chi ldren ( now all grown up ! ). My h usba nd 
d ied t h ree years ago a nd my e ldest son was k i l led recently 
in a freak f ly ing accident - he was a pilot. A Buck ran into 
the l ight a i rcraft in which he was a passenger in la nding at 
an a i r-str ip at Kariba.  

I have my own busi ness ( i t  i s  m uch easier to have one's 
own bus i ness i n  this cou ntry) and h ave a bea utifu l home 
set i n  1 7  a cres with a pool - and staff to run i t !  We have 
endless sunsh ine  but l itt le h u m id ity as Ha rare is 5,000ft 
above sea - leve l .  Fabulous game tours a nd scenery. A very 
fr iendly casu a l  l i fe style that is d ifficu l t  to better a nywhere 
else in the world. 
I have on ly  been back to S i bford once on one of our trips 
but it ho lds m a ny happy memories . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " 

B O B BY E G B U NA Head Boy i n  1 98 1 . Is l iv ing i n  London 
a nd wishes to be remembered to a l l  who knew h i m .  

S I M O N  EVE R E ST( 1 972-77) W h o  is i n  Saudi  Arabia with 
the Arab ian Food Suppl ies Company says . . .  " It  was good to 
receive my S i bford Magazine when I returned home on 
leave .  The q u a l ity of  the product ion seems to i mprove 
a n n u a l ly .  
I am now i nto my t h i rd year i n  Saudi  a n d  I feel th is wi l l  be 
the last .  It has  been a ma rve l lous experience but I feel I 
a m  miss ing out on m a ny aspects of l i fe. 
Please pass on my regards to a l l  at S i bford who remember 
me and I hope to attend a Reun ion in the near future." . . .  

MARTYN E DWAR DS,  o u r  treasurer i n  the late sixties 
v i sited the o ld  place recently with R I CHARD a nd ANN 
PALLETT ( nee CANDY). All  pass on their kind rega rds. 

J E N N I F E R  G RAYMO R E  (nee H O R N  E )  ( 1 943-49) H as 
recently moved hou se having been at the same address for 
27 yea rs! She h opes th is  won 't prevent her from receiving 
her magazine.  ( I t  certa i n ly won't Jenny!)  

HARRY G R E E N  ( 1 943-50) E xtended h i s  best wishes ea r l ier 
i n  the year a nd a l though he was u nable to attend 
R e u n ions these days he does d ivert h i s  journeys to 
Banbury to have a l oo k  arou nd!  



M ICHAEL G I BB I N S  ( 1 945-49) Writes that .  .. "After working 
for a spec ia l ist Joi nery f i rm we have decided on a 
complete cha nge. 
We now have our own fashion shop for all ladies 
requ irements plus a coffee shop leading from it .  
If a ny Old Scholar  vis its Dartmouth call  i n  and m a ke 
yourselves known. The shop is cal led 'SUSIE 'S '  and you 
can't m iss it because it's on the quay next to Boots the 
chem ists! Please remember us to any one we k now . . . . .  
ROB ERT G RANT ( 1 946-52) Is l iv ing i n  Scot land and 
writes . . .  " It  is good to get  the magazine as we have not 
been able to get to S i bford for a few years now, a situat ion 
I h ope wi l l  not conti n u e  for too long.  Our ch i ldren a re 
q u ickly growi ng up a nd th ings may wel l  be easier soon . . . . .  

R E N DEL.  V. H I LL ( 1 9 2 1 -25)  Has written extending h i s  
thanks to a l l  w h o  contr ibute to S .O .S .A.  

ESTH E R  JACKSON (Nee F R I E D B U R G )  ( 1 94 1 -44) Has  
recently been to  Israel which she descri bed as be ing  a . .  
wonderfu l  experience".  She hopes to be at the next 
Reunion.  

RONALD.  L. LLOYD.  Former School  Treasu rer a n d  long 
t ime fr iend of  S i bford now i n  h is  93rd year  sends h is  
greet i ngs to everyone a nd h i s  congrat u lat ions on a 
'splendid magazine ' .  

MABEL POLLA R D  Writes a n d  hopes that . . .  " I  may get  to  
S ibford aga i n  one day, meanwhi le  I do hope you have a 
lovely a nd rewardi ng Reun ion . . . . .  
(Come aga i n  soon M abel, your friends miss you ! ) 

AUDREY S I M S  ( nee R O G E R S )  ( 1 934-39) v is ited S ibford 
dur ing the s u m me r  after an absence of th i rty years a nd 
promptly re-joi ned S .O . S .A!  She later wrote to say how 
m uch she had enjoyed it a nd h ow i nteresting to see so 
many cha nges and yet see so m uch that  is undistu rbed. 
M U R I E L  STEVENS ( nee B E NTLEY) ( 1 9 1 3- 1 5) Had enjoyed 
the magazine which she thought was 'a nother good 
number' .  

L lNDA S M ITH (nee H E M I N G )  I s  trying to trace an Old 
Scholar fr iend CATH E R I N E  McASKILL ( 1 958-64) and 
wonders if  a nyone knows of her whereabouts. Last k nown 
address was Codsa l l ,  Wolverhampton. 

RALPH TOWN LEY ( 1 935-40) It was very n ice to see Ra lph 
at last year's Reun ion .  H e  i s  st i l l  busy writing and h i s  
memoir o f  ea rly chi ldhood 'TH E B R I D E S  O F  E N D E R BY' is 
to be publ ished by Century-H utch inson, London, in  the 
Spring of 1 988 (at £ 1 2 .90) . It is a frequently h i lar ious but 
someti mes macabre story of his early l ife as the ch i ld of a 
Qua ker a nd h i g h ly eccentric fami ly, a nd growing up i n  a 
remote pa rt of Linco lnsh i re.  The story beg i n s  with the f irst 
t h i ng he can remember, which was the M i ners' Str ike i n  
1 927 a n d  ends on t h e  d a y  he leaves f o r  S ibford. The 
reason for his going away to school i s  so magn if icently 
absurd that it can only g.e true!  
Ear ly revi ewers of 'The B rides of E nderby' see it as  the 
Engl ish m a n 's a n swer to 'La ke Wobegon Days'  by G a rrison 
Keil lor, which is currently a best sel ler in the U . S .A.  

MAR lA WR I G HT (nee HAWKER)  ( 1 974-80) We extend 
belated congratu lations to Mar ia  who got ma rried on 28th 
June, 1 986. She says . . . .  1 kept mean ing to write to get it i n  
last year's magazine, b u t  y o u  know how it i s ! .  . . . .  
Those attend ing t h e  celebrat ions incl uded H E LEN S M ITH, 
LOU I S E  M ITC H E LL, C H R ISTINA LlNQU IST, TIM BRYANT, 
and TIM FRANCIS.  (Qu ite a Reunion ! )  
"We had a fantast ic d a y  and a lovely honeymoon on C rete. 
My h u sband's name is Bob - no j okes please about M r .  
(W)R ight . (We wouldn 't dream o f  it Mar ia ! )  
We are settled i n  o u r  home a t  East le igh .  O u r  latest 
acq u is it ions are some qua i l s, seven in fact, a nd we are 
looking forward to the eggs! 
Mar ia is st i l l  working for the Department of Employment in 
Winchester a nd f inds it is very depressi n g  at t i mes as the 
unemployment situation doesn't seem to get a ny better. 

ELIZABETH WYLLlE ( 1 977-8 1 ) Has  now retu rned to t h i s  
cou ntry after a spel l  i n  Belgi um.  
She l ives i n  Bristol a nd i s  cu rrently wor k i ng at the 
Radiotherapy Centre i n  Br istol as  a Staff n u rse - "a very 
dema nding but rewarding job. I hope I can get t ime off for 
the Reunion next t ime".  

S . O . S . A .  M i n utes 
The M i n utes of the S i bford Old Scholars Assoc iat ion 1 987 
A n n u a l  General  M eet i ng held in Room 23 on Aug ust 29th, 
1 987.  

President H .  Lesl ie  Harr ison i n  the chair .  

70 members attend i ng 

I n  o u r  s i lence we remembered the l ives of : -Marga ret 
Wooton, Helena N ott, Tom Law, Wilfr id Po l l a rd, John Dale, 
R obert Dale,  Stan ley C layfield,  R ichard E aves, Constance 
C u n l iffe, Ra lph  H a rd i ng, Phyl l i s  H a rt, Sid Morr ish,  A. 
K i ngs ley R utter, Geoffrey Lowe, a nd Brian Wright, one of 
S i bford's best loved cha racters. 

We a l so remember two daughters of Old Scholars who 
died in tragic circu mstances - Joanna Southam a nd 
Sa ndra H i l l  ( nee Farrant) together with non members 
Reuben Wilson,  his s ister Margaret, Fra n k  John Chennel l ,  
Reg Thacker a nd Norman Hold ing .  

G reet i ngs were received from :-Ja net Chatt in ,  G ladys 
B u rgess, Margaret B a i ly, F . P. Thomson, Otto Wolf, Daisy 
Dar l ington a nd Friends of S ibford Schoo l .  

Apologies were recei ved from : - M i ke a nd Wendy F i nch, 
Cynth ia  G reenwood, Jim a nd Maureen G raham,  Fra n k  and 
Vera Rol lett. 

1 .  The M i n utes of the 1 986 AGM pri nted in the Magazine 
were adopted and s ig ned by the President with a n  addit ion 
recording with gratitude our  tha n ks to Jeanne a nd 
Va ughan Southam for the superb Old Scholars lecture 
presented to the Association last year. 

2 .  General  Secretary's Report. 

Pa u l  F ra mpton presented the fol lowing report : - F i rst ly may 
I welcome you a l l  to the Old Scholars Reun ion a nd 
espec i a l ly those of you who a re jo in ing us for the f i rst 
t ime,  the Leavers who are helping us this year, and 
espec ia l ly our  President, H .  Les l ie  H arr ison a nd h is  friend 
Pam - I hope you al l  enjoy the weekend! 

(a)  M em bership 

The Associat ion's longer term prospects have concerned 
u s  for some t ime a nd th is  yea r the Comm ittee have 
considered i n  detai l  our  members h i p  posit ion .  The average 
age of o u r  members h i p  i s  h igh,  we do not natura l ly attract 
many old scholars as new me mbers, very few recent 
leavers j o i n  us a nd those that do genera l ly  choose not to 
renew their  membership after the i n it ia l  5 year period. 

This year there were 70 leavers, a l l  of them spoken to by 
M i ke F i nch, their  parents were written to - o n ly 6 have 
jo ined the Associat ion.  

Our 1 986/7 membership stat i st ics are as fol lows:- UK 
Living Abroad Addresses U n known 

O rd i n a ry M embers 227 9 - L ife Me mbers 2 1 1 30 -
Honorary Life Members 1 3  - 22 
Recent Leavers 1 2  (65 left the School) Tota l  5 1 2 M i n us 42 
aga i nst 1 985/6 

Shou ld  this situation be a l lowed to cont i n u e  in 5- 1 0  years 
t ime the Assoc iat ion may find it extremely d iff icu lt to 
cont inue  in its present form. An adeq uate a n n u a l  level of 
s ubscr ipt ion i ncome is v ita l  i f  we are to be able to help 
produce the Magazine each year with the School a nd 
F . O . S . S .  - the Magazine being central to the va l ue of 
membersh ip  for many Old Scholars - a nd in order that we 
ca n cont i n ue to provide f i nancia l  assista nce to the School .  



A sma l l  sub-comm ittee was formed to consider in  
part icu lar  our Recent Leavers Membersh ip  Scheme which 
is c l early u nsat i sfactory and which perhaps presents us 
with the best opport u n ity to i ncrease our n u m bers a nd 
thereby strengthen the Association.  

As you know i n  1 986 Old Scholars sponsored a n  out ing  
for  students of  a l l  ages to  Dray ton Manor Pa rk Act ivity 
centre in an effort to improve the awareness in the School 
of S . O . S .A. The out i ng was repeated t h i s  year - 50 
students thoroughly enjoyed and are gratefu l  to the O ld  
Scholars a nd staff who organ ised and participated i n  the 
event. I wo uld especia l ly  ment ion Karen Tu rberf ield - one 
of our  Staff Representat ives - who helped organ ize the 
event a nd who subseq uently produced a n  exce l lent display 
for Open Day which she has arranged for us i n  the D i n i ng 
H a l l  th is weekend. 

I n  my view th ere is a great dea l more we m ust do to 
i mprove the prof i le  and image of the Assoc iat ion wit h i n  
t h e  School a nd tremendous scope to d o  so. F o r  exa mple:­
(a)  Presentat ion of S . O . S .A.  g ifts to the School .  
(b) S . O . S .A. President's S u nday even i ng address. 
(c) Sports Contests - "Old Scholars Cup" 
(d)  The S .O .S .A.  B u rsa ry F u nd - personal ise i t .  
(e )  The Geoffrey Long Book Prize. 
(f) Exeat Weekends - one to one contact. 
(g) C. P.V .E .  Work exper ience. 

Frank ly I do not bel ieve the School do a g reat dea l to help ,  
perhaps o u r  s ituat ion has not  been g iven suff icient 
thought i n  the past,  but I t h i n k  it m u st be very much i n  the 
i nterest of  the whole School to have a thr iv ing,  active and 
relevant Old Scholars Associat ion.  The School is i n  a 
u n ique posit ion to promote membersh ip  a nd I hope next 
year the Comm ittee wi l l  take on board some of the  poi nts I 
have made and develop them.  

The proposa l the Comm ittee wo uld l i ke you to approve 
centres on Recent Leavers membersh ip.  The present 
subscript ion under R u le 4a (iv) is £25 .00 for a 5 year 
period. We feel that if we extended the period to 1 5  yea rs 
we wou ld  secure me mbersh ip beyond the hectic, 
formative trans itory period in a young adu l t 's l ife a nd have 
a much better cha nce of renewing the i r  membership a nd 
i nterest i n  the School .  We would throughout t h i s  1 5  year 
period send a Magazine each year i n  the normal  way a nd 
work hard to keep i n  touch with them. 

The proposa l then i s  that with effect from 1 988 st udents 
leaving the School be offered a 1 5  yea r membership with 
a subscript ion of £60.00 which with their parents written 
author ity cou ld  be charged in th ree eq ua l  insta l ments on 
the School fee account .  A letter from the M embersh ip  
Secreta ry wou l d  be sent  to parents and students at the 
beg i n n i ng of each su mmer term preceeding their  f ina l  year 
at the School out l i n i ng the objects and activities of the 
Associations commend i ng membership to them.  

If the scheme i s  successfu l  with 50 - 70 students leavi ng 
the School each year a very sign ificant i mprovement i n  our  
v iabi l ity wo uld resu l t .  I wou ld  a lso suggest it is essent ia l  
we a lso deve lop attractive featu res i n  our  programme of 
eve nts to enco u rage i nvolvement and pa rt ic ipat ion by o u r  
you nger membership .  

The fol lowing Ru le  cha nge was adopted : - R u le 4a ( iv)  -
Scholars leaving the School £60.00 for a 1 5  year per iod 
which wi l l  with the parents written aut hority be charged 
on the School fee account in three eq ual  insta lments. 

(b) Life Membersh i p  Fund 

As you know u nder R u l e  1 3  (a)  a l l  subscript ions received 
as Life S ubscriptions sha l l  be i nvested in the h a nds of the 
Trustees appoi nted by the AG M a nd that the  i n terest from 
the investment of the Life Membersh ip S u bscriptions sha l l  
be added to  the ord inary i ncome of  the Associat ion.  

There is however no c lear provis ion i n  the R u l es for profits 
a r is ing from the ma nagement of the Life M e mbers h i p  

Fund a nd the Committee would l i ke to c lar ify th is  pos it ion.  
Only Life Membersh i p  S ubscriptions are req u i red to be 
invested i n  accorda nce with Rule 1 3  (a)  a nd a ny profits are 
therefore ava i lable to the Comm ittee to be u sed i n  the best 
i nterests of the Associat ion.  

We therefore ask you to approve a cha nge i n  the wording 
of  R u le 1 3  (c)  to read "ALL i ncome from the i nvestments . . . .  
etc" .  T h i s  amendment was agreed. 

F . O . S . S  At o u r  N ovember Comm ittee Meet i ng Ann Bond 
-Cha i rman of F . O . S . S .  presented a most enthusiastic a nd 
i nformative report supported by a newsletter which has 
been c i rcu lated to over 1 000 people connected with the 
School .  It i s  c lear to both F . O . S . S .  a nd S . O .S .A that the 
two groups h ave d ist i nctly d ifferent roles to play in  support 
of the School .  There is clearly a great dea l to be ga ined i n  
a f u l l  a nd cont i n u i n g  exchange o f  i nformation a nd ideas 
between u s  a nd they m ust be encouraged and developed 
in the future.  

(d) Magazine 

I a m  s u re we al l  appreciate the enormous va lue  a nd 
pleasure the Magaz ine provides a l l  those i nterested a nd i n  
some way connected with t h e  School.  

The 1 987 Magazine wi l l  be the th i rd a nd f ina l  one 
produced by our M a nag ing  Edito r  M i ke Spring. Mike is to 
ma rry Pe n ny Taylor, a member of staff, a nd they a re being 
considered as h ou se parents i n  the new J u n ior H ouse 
which opens in September 1 988.  We wish them every 
happiness a nd success. We have recorded with much 
appreciat ion M i ke Spr i n g 's very s ign if icant contribution to 
the S i bford Magazine which u nder h is  d i rect ion has 
developed into a h igh ly professional  and descriptive 
presentat ion of S i bford School and its work each yea r 
wh i l st fa ir ly  represent ing the i nterests of a l l  those 
com m itted to its future success. 

D isappointment has been expressed in the Old Scholars 
content a nd we wou l d  we lcome much more mater ia l  
together with photographs for the 1 987 ed it ion .  

(e)  Les l ie  B a i ly Lecturer Sub-Comm ittee 

You may know that F ra n k  Ro l lett has for many years with 
a sma l l  sub-comm ittee selected a nd orga n i sed o u r  Lesl ie 
B a i ly Lectu rer. 

Fra n k  has been i l l  this yea r a nd we have agreed that in  
future the Vice President wi l l  m a ke the necessary 
arra ngements for their  year as President 
We a re g ratefu l to Fra n k  a nd his group - the i r  work is 
m a n ifested by the q u a l ity a nd popular ity of th is  item at our  
Reun ions over many years. 

(f) Forthcoming Dates 
S i bford Genera l M eet i ng October 1 7th 1 987 

S .O . S.A.  Comm ittee M eetings December 6th 1 987 
June 1 9th or 26th 

S . O . S.A O ut i ng May 1 5th 1 988 
S ibford Open Day June 1 8th 1 988 
S . O . S .A Annual  Reun ion 27/28/29th October 1 988 

(g) Conclusion 

O n  you r  beha lf I would l i ke to thank the Comm ittee for an 
excel lent yea r's work,  the meetings have been we l l  
attended a nd w e  have enjoyed t h e  company o f  many 
you nger members. I wou ld a lso l i ke to thank the School for 
hav ing  us a n d  a l l owing us to use the campus th is  
weeke nd. I have thoro ug h ly enjoyed being Genera l 
Secretary of t h i s  Associat ion.  It has been a n  enormously 
rewa rd ing experience a nd I a m  gratefu l  to you al l  for yo ur 
support a nd fr iendship.  

3 .  Branch Secreta r ies'  Reports 

The fol lowing presented reports: - M id lands Branch - I rene 
Coxon-Smith  
London Branch - M a rgaret Fa i rn ington 
South West Branch - Jea n ne E Southam 



LO N D O N  B R A N C H  R E PO R T  

Th is h a s  been the year i n  which t h e  London G roup has 
achieved three events, a l l  d ifferent and a l l  happy. 

In  October Chr is  a nd Pat G r i mes orga n ised a day in St 
Albans. Starting with M eet i n g  for wors h i p  (for early 
travel lers ! )  a nd a p icn ic l u n c h  i n  the park, and f i n i s h i ng 
with a splendid br ing-and-share tea at the G r i mes', the 
out ing centred on a visit  to a museum of old mechan ical  
musical  instruments, such as p ianolas a n d  h uge Theatre 
orga ns, some i ncorporat ing viol ins  and p iano accord ians  
apparently p lay ing  themselves. These h ave been col lected 
and lovi ngly restored by a few enthusiasts who offer a 
two-hour demonstrat ion on S u ndays. 

February 1 4th was the date c hosen for a pa rty at my flat, 
so we made a theme, "hearts and f lowers", to be 
celebrated in any form. Imag i nations, fr ig htened at 
f irst( "do we have to dress up")  eventua l ly produced: a St 
Valenti ne, hearts on s l eeves a nd elsewhere, f lowers, heart 
shaped decorat ions a nd wonderf u l  food. S u ita ble poems 
were read a nd recited, a nd songs sung to Wendy's g u itar .  I 
found lots of q u otat ions with the word "heart" i n  them, 
and cut them up for a matc h m a k i ng game.  There were 
edible pr izes for a l l ,  such as passion fruits a nd heart 
shaped cookies. 

I n  June we visited Wis ley G a rdens in  S u rrey. Ach i m  and 
Ann Litteck col lected a group from Woking  stat ion  a n d  
ferried us t o  Wisley, where Betty and John Thelton 
(somehow!) got u s  a l l  in free. After our picn ic  l u nch we 
wa ndered about amongst the fasc i nat ing spec ia l i sed 
gardens, i nc lud ing a wi ld garden, an enthusiast's garden, 
one for a t iny p lot, one for h a nd icapped people, etc. 

Then Ach i m  and Ann took us back to the i r  h o use for a 
magn if icent tea which they provided, and gave us l ifts to 
catch our  va r ious tra i ns. 

These casua l ,  fr iendly out i ngs seem to be very successf u l .  
A n u mber o f  Old Scholars w h o  don't get to the re- u n ions 
enjoy them, a n d  others come from far a nd wide. R u ssel l  
Steed travel led from B i r m i ng h a m  to the pa rty, catch i ng the 
midn ight  tra i n  home, a nd E l er i  and Mar io  R icci from N orth 
Wa les, v is i t ing their  son Iva no in East London, came with 
him to Wisley. (Londoners who hate crossing the r iver 
please note ! )  

I t  would b e  even better i f  a n u mber o f  younger Old 
Scholars jo ined us.  We wou ld  welcome the i r  company and 
the ir  ideas. O r  if  they feel age- ist, maybe they could form a 
separate group a nd keep us i nformed. 

Margaret Fairnington 

M I D LA N D  B R A N C H  

The yea r of the "B ig Ballg", a nd so it was for the M id la nds 
O.S. New Year party held as usual  in the F . M . H .  Se l ly Oak.  

After a del ig htful 'Cold B uffet' provided by Irene Coxon­
Sm ith a nd her happy ba nd of l adies, we were enterta i ned 
with a most interesting ta lk, i l l u strated with colou red 
sl ides by Win ifred Hyde a n d  Jean Osborne - the  latter 
having vis ited Horace Hyde's farm in Austra l ia  and m a ny 
other places. 

In  March a sma l l  pa rty of u s  attended the Palace Theatre, 
Redditch ,  for a performa nce of "Rud igore", which was 
greatly enjoyed. It is felt most strong ly t h i s  a n n u a l  event 
should be better supported in future. 

After a long dreary wi nter it was p u re de l ight  to head for 
Brockweir  near Chepstow i n  bea ut i fu l  sunsh i ne, with o u r  
"sandwiches a nd f lasks"!  B a r r i e  a nd S h e i l a  Naylor h a d  
k i ndly p u t  the i r  lovely b i g  "Monks'  Dorm itory" at o u r  
disposa l f o r  the day. Those w h o  felt a b l e  made t h e i r  way 
on foot via the " M onks' Wa l k "  through pretty woods a long 
the ba n ks of the R iver Wye to Tintern Abbey. Upon our  
return ,  we found a h uge log f ire b laz ing away i n  an 
enormous ancient  grate, m uch appreciated as the weather 
had by now become extremely cold. Al so set before us 
was a de l ightful "Afternoon Tea" .  A big "Thank  you" to 
providers and supporters of al l  our  various events. 

Barbara Abercrombie 

Margaret Fairnington 

TH E S O UTH WEST B R A N C H  

The South West and M idland B ra nches o f  S . O . S.A.  met at 
the home of B a rr ie a nd She i la  Naylor, who bot h taught at 
S i bford in the l ate 30's a nd early 40's, a nd left when they 
ma rr ied to set up the Mass-yr-haf educational  sett lement 
in South Wales. When they ret i red they bought a 
d i lapidated cottage i n  the m i n ute v i l lage of Broc kwe i r  on 
the R iver Wye - two m i les north of  Ti ntern Abbey. Their 
efforts since have revea led their house to be a medieval 
gra nge belong i ng to the Abbey, ful l  of h istor ic a nd u n ique 
places- daub a nd watt le, windows etc. and they have 
i nsta l led a f lour ish ing pottery a nd made the garden a 
h aven of peace i n  a g lor ious Wye Val ley sett ing .  What 
more appropriate place for a host cou ld  a S .O .S .A. 
gather i ng want and what more fascinat ing location cou ld  
t here be .  We ate  our  p icn ic  l u nch i n  the sa me d i n i ng room 
- warmed by the same f i repl ace as the Lay Brothers had 
u sed a l l  those centur ies ago. If we had felt  that we needed 
it we could have c l i mbed to the i r  daub and watt le 
dorm itory for a nap. Instead we went through a med ieva l 
door - down the medieval stone steps - through a med ieva l 
g ateway to a t i meless foottrack a long the river to the 
Abbey r u i n s.  Even there the Barr ie Naylor magic waved i ts  
wa nd.  "S ibford Old Schol ars -come i n  - you are we lcome 
-no charge" sa id the cu rator, whose fat her had del ivered 
o u r  tru n ks by GWR van from Banbu ry to school in the 
1 930-40s. Of cou rse Barr ie had stumbled on this gem of a 
co l lection a nd put it to work. He had done better than th is 
- he persuaded the loca l co unc i l  to c lose the footbridge 
w h i l st we were in the Abbey - so that we had to come 
back by an eq ua l ly  bea ut ifu l  path through thousands of 
la mbs on the other side of the r iver - where tea and more 
good conversation was wa i t ing for us.  The fifty plus o ld 
scho lars voted it a stu n n i ng day a nd found it diffic u lt to 
express their  t h a n ks to Shei la  and Barr ie for  creati ng the 
opport u n ity for  such a n  occasion.  

If you l ive i n  the South West a nd would l i ke to jo in the 
group at a ny of their gatheri ngs, p lease contact Jeanne 
Southam, D I LKUSH,  2 FARLER'S E N D, NAILS EA. B S 1 9 
2PG.  Tel: 0272/852322 



Balance Sheet as at 30th J u ne 1 987 

Assets 
Land at E lm 

Assets of Specific Funds 
Quoted Investments (cost) See Note Below' 
Les l ie B a i ly Memor ia l  Fund 

Current Assets 
Cash at Bank 
Less S u ndry C reditors 

Represented By 
Accumulated Fund 
Life Membership 
Recent Leavers' M embersh ip  
Lesl ie Ba i ly Fund 

• Quoted I nvestments ( Cost) 
Va lue as at Ju ly  1 st 1 986 
Less Sale of  M .  & G .  Second General Shares 

Plus Purchase 1 01/4% 1 999 Treasury Stock 
( M .  & G. S ha res £646 plus profit £ 1 5 50) 

Aud ited a nd Found Correct. 

1 987 

45 

5,263 
384 

2 , 1 23 
784 1 ,339 

£7,03 1 

2, 900 
3,438 

309 
384 

£7,03 1 

3, 7 1 3  
646 

3,067 
2, 1 96 
5,263 

I ncome & Expenditure Account 
for the yea r ending 30th J une 1 9 87 

I N C O M E  
S ubscript ions 
Donations 
Investment I ncome 
Reun ion 
Bank I nterest 
Sale of Photographs 

Loss 

E X P E N D I TU R E  
Magazine 
Postage & Stat ionery 
Outing to Dray ton Ma nor Park 
Old Scholars'  Notice Board 
Geoffrey Long Book Pr ize 
Bank Charges 
Cost re: Purchase of Shares 

G ifts to Schoo l :  
Computer 
Cha irs 

K .  Francis Reti rement G ift 

1 , 564. 1 0  
234.00 
364. 1 5  
1 27.50 
1 53.83 

37.50 

£2,48 1 .08 
355. 1 7  

£2,836.25 

300.00 
500.00 

1 ,489.69 
1 56 . 9 1  
255 .00 

5.75 
1 0.00 
55 .08 
3 1 .45 

800.00 
32.37 

£2,836.25 

Lesl ie Baily M emoria l Fund 

Balance brought forward 1 /7/86 3 6 1  
B a n k  Interest 23 
Ba lance Carr ied Forward 30/6/87 

£384 

Schedule of I nvestments 
as at 30th J une 1 987 

P u rchase Present M a r ket 
Pr ice Price Value 

£ 402 Treasury Stock 9112% 1 999 385.53 96 p 405 
£ 1 ,359 Treasury Stock 1 0112% 1 999 1 , 1 89.02 98 p 1 ,460 
£ 227 Treasury Stock 1 0112% 1 999 200.55 98 p 244 
£ 523 Treasury Stock 1 0112% 1 999 482.06 92 p 5 6 1  
£2, 1 84 Treasury Stock 1 01/4% 1 999 2 , 1 96.87 99 1/4 p 2 ,222 
£ 650 3112% Conversion Stock 602 .32 38 p 3 1 0  
£ 1 90 G lobe I nvestment 25p 1 20.33 1 69 .5p 350 
£ 300 E lectra Investment 25p 87 .00 77 p 7 1 0  

£5,263.68 £6,262 

1 ,564 
234 
364 
1 27 
1 54 

38 

£2,48 1 
355 

£2,836 

1 ,490 
1 57 
255 

6 
1 0  
55 
31 

800 
32 

£2,836 

384 

£384 

A n n u a l  
I ncome 

26 
1 02 

1 6  
34 

1 62 
1 6  
2 1  
1 3  

£390 

4. Treasurers Report 
John Miller presented the following report: - The 
a u dited accounts for the year ending June 30th 
1 987 are before you and I trust that you will be 
happy to adopt them. I propose to go through 
them making comments where particular points 
ought to be brought to your attention. 

Balance Sheet 
The overall financial position of your association 
is healthy. As I understand it the policy has been 
to invest Life Membership Subscriptions. and as 
you will see from the balance sheet these are 
over invested by £ 1 82 5.00. This surplus is mainly 
the result of ta king the prQfit on your M & G 
Second General Shares of £ 1 550.00. I would not 
recommend that the surplus be withdrawn as our 
investments now bring in approximately £400.00 
per annum. I would however ask you to consider 
whether you should continue this policy in the 
light of the results over previous years. 

Income & Expenditure Account 
The major item shown is the cost of the 
Magazine - £ 1 490.00. The increase is partly 
accounted for by the reprinting of the address list 
amounting to £32 5.00. The magazine although 
very costly is a first class production and much 
valued by the School, and I am sure your 
Association would not wish to reduce its 
contribution. Even so it is a major part of our 
expenditure and if we are going to continue our 
present level of support towards the printing 
costs other income will have to be found. 

The Reunion continues to be a source of worry 
although a surplus of £ 1 2 7.00 is shown in the 
accounts. This is not in fact the true position as 
expenditure of £ 1 70.00 was included in the six 
months' accounts covering the period to June 
30th 1 986 which were presented to you last 
year. Until we have completed a further twelve 
months it is not possible to say from the figures 
shown whether subscription income is holding 
up or  not. It is a vital part of the Association's 
income. and if you wish to continue your support 
of the School by the way of providing much 
needed equipment. steps must be taken to 
increase your membership income. This is I 
understand being looked into by your committee. 
Should this not be successful, the next step 
would be to look into the question of raising 
subscriptions. The present subscription was 
increased to £ 7 .00 from January 1 st 1 983. and 
whilst inflation would justify your increase. if 
only to cover the increased costs of printing and 
postage, I am loath to recommend it, if other 
sources of income can be found. After all, the 
only benefit that the major part of your members 
receive through being in the Association is the 
magazine, and at £7.00 it makes it a rather 
expensive product. It does of course serve as a 
means of keeping Old Scholars in touch with the 
School and its developments, but on the other 
hand, we do not want to risk losing any members 
by raising the Subscription unnecessarily. 

Leslie Baily Memorial Fund 
No costs were incurred last year. 

Schedule of Investments. 
The addition during the year was in respect of 
£ 2 1 84.00 Treasury Stock 1 0  1 /4% 1 999 
purchased and referred to in the note on the 
balance sheet. 
Your committee asked our advisors at Lloyds 
Bank PLC to look into the following shares 
because of their low return: - £650.00 3 1 12 % 
Conversion Stock, £ 1 90.00 Globe Investments 
2 5p, £300.00 Electra Investment 25p 

We are advised that we should sell and the 
proceeds re-invested in a suitable Goverment 
Stock. With the agreement of your Secretary 
acting on your behalf this change is being carried 
out. 

Sibford Old Scholars Bursary Fund. 
The fund stands at £3660.82 and the interest 
ea rned goes toward financing the Bursary help 
given by the School. In this financial year the 
School will have provided Bursary help 
amounting to approximatly £ 1 00,000.00. This is 
all, apart from £ 1 0,000.00 which comes from 
gifts and investment income. found from fees. A 
very heavy burden for the School to carry out as I 
am sure you will all agree. 

Finally my term of office as your Treasurer ends 
in August 1 988 and I feel that I should ask you to 
accept my resignation. I feel that as I am not a 
member of your Association it would be in your 
best interests for you to be advised by someone 
within your own membership. By informing you 
now you will have twelve months to find a 
suitable person to take over from me. 



5. E lect ion of Off icers 

The fol lowing officers were elected: 

(a) President 1 987-88 - R ussel l  Steed 
(b) Vice President 1 987-88 - Mavis  Sti les 
(c)  General Secretary 1 987-90 - lan Weatherhead 
(d) Comm ittee Me mber 1 987-90 - G uy K ingham 
(e )  Recent Leaver Representat ive 1 987-90 - Robert 
Te mpleton 

We a l so welcome C harma i ne Tuth i l l ,  an Old Scholar  as 
the F .O .S .S .  R epresentat ive on the Old Scholars 
Comm ittee. 

6.  School Comm ittee R epresentat ive's Report-A report 
was g iven by Jeanne Southam, and is pri nted elsewhere 

7 .  Headmaster's Report 

Being u nable to attend the meet i ng H. Lesl ie Harr ison read 
the fol lowing letter from the Headmaster J i m  Graham: ­
Please present my apologies to  S . O . S .A .  for  miss ing the  
AGM.  I h ope to  be  with you  on M onday but  o u r  ho l iday 
arra ngements made presence at S i bford today an 
i mpossib i l ity. 

One of the reasons why I normal ly  do not g ive a prepa red 
report to S .O .S .A .  but a n swer quest ions from the f loor, i s  
t h a t  i t  is very hard to know what O l d  Scholars rea l ly  wa nt 
to hear about.  Also by the t ime the end of Aug ust comes 
my focu s  i s  a lways forwa rd and not back so that the  
annua l  reports are extracted from me only  wi th  extreme 
diff icu lty and even as I write this I know that I am not 
rea l ly go ing to write a bout 1 986/87. I sha l l  pretend I am 
doing so by descr ib ing decis ions taken in 86/87 but they 
a l l  refer to the future.  

I might,  h owever, j u st be able to cla i m  that my f irst topic 
gen u i nely belongs i n  86/87. Recru itment for 87/88 has to 
be done i n  the previous yea r a nd we have been de l ighted 
to have taken in a m u c h  larger new intake at e leven than 
for  many years. This bodes very wel l for  the futu re. O u r  
o n l y  problem i s  t h a t  w e  h ave a ser ious i m bala nce i n  t h e  
sexes. W h y  is it t h a t  w e  attract s o  many more boys t h a n  
g i r ls? 

Our  major dec is ion this year has been to open a J u n ior 
Depa rtment for n i ne a nd ten year o lds .  I h ave been under 
pressure for some t ime for us to expand i n  th is  d i rect ion 
but have resisted it because I could not see su itable 
accommodat ion for younger ch i ldren . Then someone 
poi nted out that Ho l ly  House wou l d  provide an ideal j u n ior  
boa rd i ng house.  As i ts  s ix  bedrooms are considerably 
more than most Headmasters wou ld need, that seemed a n  
excel lent idea.  So t h e  p l a n  i s  t o  b u i l d  a new H eadmaster's 
house on Hol ly  Tree f ield, convert the Ho l ly House stables 
into a teach i ng b lock,  c l ose the Ho l ly  H o use drive to 
through traffic and m a ke a new school entra nce beside 
Nansen House. All th is  we hope w i l l  happen d u r ing the 
next academic year !  I t h i n k  it would be reasonable to stop 
at that po i nt .  H eadmasters' reports are usua l ly  predicta ble, 
lengthy a nd soporif ic .  I hope t h i s  one w i l l  prove to be 
short, surpr is ing and st i m u lat ing .  

Best wishes to you a l l  for  a happy Reun ion .  

8. Honorary Life M embersh ip  

Anne Mui r  was made a n  Honorary L ife Member of  the 
Assoc iat ion i n  appreciat ion of  her wonderfu l  contr ibut ion 
to the School  as Deputy Head a nd enth usiast ic support of 
the Association and its work over many yea rs. 

9 .  A .O .B .  

The Branch Secreta r ies as ked if  the n a mes a n d  addresses 
of school leavers in their  a reas could be sent to them each 
year in  order that they might contact them a nd i nvolve 
them in Local  Old Scholars activit ies. It was heard that the 
leavers' names and add resses used to be pr i nted in the 
Magazine each year  - could th is  be done aga in?  
There being no other bus i ness the meet i ng closed at 5.45 
p.m. 

TH EY WHO S E R V E  

With Pau l  Fra mpton's  'ret irement'  as  General  Secretary it 
seems appropr iate to remember a nd reflect with gratit ude 
on t hose who have adm i n istered the Old Schol ars Assoc i ­
at ion si nce i t s  i ncept ion i n  1 903. 
In 1 95 1  Edward P.  Kaye in propos ing a vote of thanks to 
the President Jim Ba i ly  for his President i a l  address 
referred to J i m 's long per i od of service as General  Secre­
tary and suggested that a l ist of that office m ight be 
publ ished. 
Al though a 'board' has never been i n stit uted a l i st has 
appea red ' in print'  from t ime to t i me to remind readers of 
the persons who have shou ldered the main burden of 
executive respons ib i l ity dur i ng the past 84 years. 
F i fteen Old Scholars have served as Genera l Secretary 
dur ing that t ime and they a re l i sted below:-
E DWAR D P.  KAYE 1 903 - 1 9 1 2, N E LLlE M I LLARD 1 9 1 2-
1 9 1 9, HARRY J. RANDALL 1 9 1 9 - 1 925,  FREDER ICK E .  
G O U D G E  1 92 5 - 1 932,  W. R E G I NALD BAR B E R  1 932- 1 934, 
H OWAR D  QUI NTON 1 934- 1 938, JAMES C. BAI LY 1 938-
1 944, JAMES C. BAIL Y AND I R E N E  COXON JOI NTLY 
1 944- 1 947, JEANNE COTIR ELL AND I R E N E  COXON 
J O I NTLY 1 947 - 1 948, JEANNE COTIR E LL 1 948-1 950, 
J O H N  N. COXON 1 950- 1 959, LlLIAN D .  WAR D  1 960-
1 965, ALF R E D  J. H O LLAND 1 966- 1 968, M I K E  F INCH 
1 969- 1 977, PH I Ll P  MANASSEH 1 978- 1 98 1 , PAU L  
FRAMPTON 1 982-1 987. 
The Treasurer is a nother off ic ia l  on whom heavy responsi­
b i l ity fa l l s  a nd we find from the records that the fol lowing 
have served i n  that capacity - N e l l i e  M i l la rd,  Ha rry Randa l l ,  
Fred Goudge, Percy Whit lock, Percy Hodgetts, Lionel Geer­
ing, John Coxon, Alfred Ho l la nd, John A. Taylor, Ma rtyn 
Edwards, Art h u r  Harr ison and D. John M i l ler .  
Editors over the yea rs have inc l uded - E l i zabeth Foster 
B rown, Les l ie  B a i ly, Lesl ie  Thomas (twice ! )  Lesl ie Cross, 
Stephen Wal l ,  Br ian  Wright,  Mavis St i les with Beryl Rya n ,  
Lora ine  B rown, M ichael  v o n  B la n kenste in ,  L ister 
Mathews, P h i l i p  M a nasseh, P h i l i p  Beckerlegge and M i ke 
Spr ing .  
The f i rst Magazine of 1 904 cost £9 . 1 4.9d for 300 copies. 
The 1 987 Magazine wi l l  cost approxi mately £2 500 for 
1 200 copies!  
Lo u is Wr ight beca me a legend as Membership Secretary 
having served in that capacity for th i rty yea rs! Other 
M embership Secreta r ies i nc lude John Coxon, I rene Coxon, 
Mon ica Taylor, G ordon We l ls, G race Beckerlegge a nd 
M i ke F i nch .  
One of  the more onerous jobs is Reunion Secretary. This 
post was created i n  1 963 to ease the burden placed on the 
General Secretary who previously had organ ised 
everyt h i ng .  
M a lcol m  R u d l i n  was t h e  fi rst t o  b e  appoi nted fol lowed by 
John Canham,  M i ke F i nch,  lan Wrig ht,  Kate Long, N ick 
Bennett, R usse l l  Steed a nd our present i ncu mbent N ick 
Briggs. 
Branch Secretaries were f i rst appoi nted i n  1 920. ( London 
- H a rry Randal l ;  B i r m i ngham - Art h u r  B ishop. )  Also i n  1 920 
the Own i ng General  Meet i ng recog n ised the importa nce 
of S . O . S.A by appoint ing representatives to the School 
Govern ing Comm ittee. 
Th is  brought a great new vision to the Comm ittee not only 
from a n  h i stor ical  i n s ight i nto the school 's ma nagement 
but a lso fresh new talents from outside of the Society of 
Fr iends.  
Cha rles E .  Brady, a d ist ingu ished Old Scholar who 
'ch a i red ' the Annua l  General  Meet i ngs for many years 
was the f i rst to be appoi nted and others who have u nder­
taken t h i s  vita l ly  i m porta nt work have been Harry Randa l l ,  
L ionel  Geering,  Percy Wh itlock, Les l ie  Ba i ly, Henry Law­
rence, M i r iam Carter, John Coxon, Vera Ro l lett, Lou i s  
Wright,  L i l i a n  Ward, M i ke F i nch,  Les l ie  Thomas a nd cur­
rent ly Jeanne Southam a nd Pa u l  Fra mpton .  
I t  is i nterest i ng t o  note, and it crops up i n  many orga nisa­
t ions,  j u st how many t i mes the same names appear i n  var­
ious offices which help to keep the associat ion as a 
cont i n u ity and as a wel l  organised society. 
Congrat u l at ions to Pa u l  on a most successfu l  six years a nd 
best wishes to h i s  successor lan Weatherhead. 

Anon 



O B ITUAR I E S 

FRANK JOHN C H E N N ELL.  At Sibford 1 920-24 . died on 
1 4th Febr uary 1 987. 

STAN LEY C LAYFI E LD .  At S ibford in 1 920's d i ed aged 77 
after a fa l l  from a ladder on 1 1  th  October 1 986.  

CONSTANCE CUNL lFFE .  Wife of Harold d ied February 
1 987.  

R ICHARD EAVES. At S i bford dur ing the War period, d ied 
of asbestosis i n  August 1 986. 

RALPH HAR D I N G .  At S i bford 1 9 1 6- 1 9, d ied i n  J u n e  1 987.  

PHYLLlS HART ( nee RUDER) .  A S.O.SA Life Member 
who died on 7th November 1 986. 

G EO FFREY LOWE.  At S i bford 1 9 1 8 - 2 1  a l ife member of 
S .O .SA d ied i n  June 1 987. 

S I DN EY M O R R I S H .  At Sibford i n  the 1 920's d ied in J a n u ­
ary 1 987. 

A K ING SLEY R UDE R .  At S i bford 1 907-09, d i ed 1 st Sep­
tember 1 986. 

R E U B E N  WILSON a nd his s ister MARGARET. D ied ear l ier  
th is yea r .  

BR IAN A WRIG HT. Who died 27th December 1 986.  (A 
tr ibute appears elsewhere) 

B R IAN A WRIG HT. 1 9 1 0- 1 986 
Br ian  was one of S .O .S .A 's best l oved cha racters - sharp 
of wit ,  ful l  of fun  b ut a l ways car ing.  He was President in 
1 964 a nd was Editor for severa l years. 

Brian A Wright 

MAVIS STI LES writes : -The deat h of Br ian is a g reat loss 
to S ibford School, S i bford Old Scholars Association and 
The Society Of Fr iends - he was a true 'AM BASSADOR' .  

Br ian  who wa s loved a nd respected by so m a ny had that 
rare g ift of ma king people feel i m mediately at ease with 
his gen u i ne i nterest a nd concern in those around h i m .  H i s  
working l ife i n  t h e  world o f  print i ng was a n  added bonus 
when he edited the Old Scholars Magazine and later gave 
support a nd advice to Beryl a nd me dur ing our period as 
joint editors. 

Br ian  gave ded icated support to Old Scholars, m uch of 
which was behind the scenes. For many yea rs he helped 
to p lan  the M otor Treas u re H u nt for the a n n u a l  reu n ion 
a nd on ly  Br ian  cou ld  have arra nged the imagi nat ive games 
which ta xed o u r  bra i n  dur ing many London Bra nch 
parties. 

B r i a n  was the devoted h usband of Ethel  and father of lan  
a nd D iana  a nd a proud gra ndfather of  Hywe l l  and Owen.  
He served i n  the Parent Teachers Associat ion Comm ittee 
when l a n  a nd D i a n a  attended S i bford Schoo l .  He was a 
member of Woking Meet i ng,  served as an overseer a nd 
was a reg u lar  prison vi sitor. 

Our memoria l  to B r i a n  m ust s u rely I;)e the message i n  h is 
President ia l  Address of 1 964, 

" Let us then strive to m a ke our Association worthy of our  
Fou nders, worthy of  o u rselves a nd above a l l , worthy of  our 
school" .  

S . O . S . A.  TI E S  

O l d  Scholars t ies a re ava i lable from 
J O H N  H U G H E S  
1 3 1 FARLE I G H  R OAD 
BAC K N ELL 
NEAR B R I STOL 
BS 1 9 3PN 
Cost £3.50 each,  £4.00 i ncl usive of  post. 

THA N K  YO U !  

To the a n nonymous benefactor who do nated £ 1 00 to the 
S .O .S .A funds v ia F ra n k  Rol lett.  
Pa u l  Frampton made the a n nou ncement at the A G . M .  

FOOTN OTE 

This yea r's S i bford Magazine i s  the last one u nder my 
editorship, as  I hand over to Domin ic G riffiths.  It has been 
an i nterest ing and constructive six yea rs and I am gratefu l  
to the School  a nd the O.S .  Associat ion for  the opport u n ity 
to "wield the edito r i a l  red pen" .  Throughout th is  t ime I 
have been indebted to a team of col leagues who have 
he lped to keep t h i ngs r u n n i ng smooth ly: Kay Goodband 
has  been responsib le for keying a l l  the School a nd 
S . O . S.A mater ia l  onto d isc, a nd th is  year for proof reading 
i n  addit ion; M i ke F inch has encou raged the O ld  Scholars 
to produce some exce l lent art ic les over the  years; more 
recently Penny Taylor has  he lped me with the task of 
gather ing contributions throughout the year, and with the 
page- layouts. To al l  who have been a ssociated with the 
product i o n  of ' S ibford' dur ing my editorsh ip, a nd of co u rse 
to Ray and A n n  Bond a nd the Staff of Pressh ou se 
Publ ications - a hea rty tha n kyo u !  

MAS. 



Amongst those attend i ng the Reun ion were: 
BARBARA ABERCRO M B I E ,  G RACE ALLEN, J O H N  BAS ELEY, G RACE BECKERLEGGE,  P H I Ll P  B ECKERLEGGE,  N I CK 
BENN ETT, LEONARD B I R D , B E R NA R D  B L U N S O M ,  LORAI N E  BROWN, KAY B O H M ,  ROLAND B O H M ,  DAVID B O H M ,  
SUSANNA B O H M ,  STEPH E N  B U N N EY, L l Z  B U N N EY, N I C K  B R I G G S ,  V E R A  BROWN, R E G  BROWN, TI M VALANCE, D O R E E N  
CAR MAN, N O R MAN COXO N ,  MARJO R I E  COXO N ,  I R E N E  COXON - S M ITH,  AND REW C RAWFO R D, L l Z  CO R D I N E R ,  NAO M I  
CORDINER,  MARTIN C O R D I N E R ,  MARGARET COX, C L E M  COX, J O H N  DALE, OLIVE DALLEY, J U N E  DAWSO N ,  MARTI N 
DODSWORTH, DOROTHY DO DSWORTH,  J O H N N I E  DOYLE, HELEN DOYLE, ARTH U R  D R I N G ,  MARGARET D R I N G ,  JAN 
ELlAS AND FA M I LY, lO M EVANS,  M O R G  FAI R N I N GTO N, MARJ O R I E  F I E L D I N G ,  M I K E  F I N C H ,  WENDY F I N C H ,  PAU L  
FRAM PTO N ,  R UTH FRAMPTON, CHARLES F RAMPTON, HAR R I ET FRAMPTO N ,  K E N  FRANCIS,  E LIZABETH FRANCIS,  J I M  
G RAHAM, MAU R E E N  G RAHAM, J U L l E  G R E E N H I LL, C H R IS G R I M ES, PAT G R I M E S ,  M I CHAEL G R I M ES, M I CHAEL H E R M , 
H I LARY HADDLETON, J O H N  HAD DLETO N ,  JAMES HADDLETO N ,  E M M A  HAD DLETON, DAVID HAI N ES,  PAM E LA HAIN ES, 
ARTH UR HAR R ISON,  PAM HARRISON,  P H I LLl PA HAR RISON,  MARK HARRISON,  DAVID HAR R I SON,  N ICOLA HAR R I SON, 
G E M MA HAR R ISON,  LESLlE HARRISON,  PAM E LA SM ETTEM, HAZEL HANDERSON, TREVOR H E N D E R S O N ,  THOMAS 
HENDERSON,  M R .  H E N D E R SON (Snr). M R S .  H E N D E R SON (S nr), R O B ERT HOCKLEY, MAY HOCKLEY, B R IAN HOOPE R ,  
PAU L!NE H O O P E R ,  R I CHARD H U D DLE STO N ,  M E R I E L  H U NT, JOHN H U G H ES,  D O R I S  J E FFERSON,  GUY K I N G  H A M ,  DIANA 
LLOYD, J O H N  LLOYD, H YWEL LLOYD, DAV I D  LAITY, KATE LO N G ,  J EA N N E  LITTLE, ALAN LITTLE, JOY RANN,  B I LL RANN, 
JAMES MCI NTOS H ,  PH IL lP  MANAS S E H ,  JANET MANAS S E H ,  H U G H  MAW, DAP H N E  MAW, MARK M E RCER,  JEAN 
MORLEY, ELSIE  M ITCHE Ll, A N N E  M U I R ,  J O H N  M I LLER,  EDITH M I LLER,  BAR R I E  NAYLO R ,  S H E I LA NAYLOR, WI LLlAM 
NORG ROVE, OLIVE N O R G H OVE, S U E  OWE N ,  TIM PYE, CO NSTANCE P H I LLlPS, L ILY RATH ERAM, IVANO R I CCI,  FRANK 
ROLLETT, VERA ROLLETT, HAROLD ROSE,  R O B E RT ROSE,  Ll LIAN R USSE LL, DON RYAN,  N EVILLE S M ITH, H E L E N E  S M ITH, 
JU LlAN SAN D I FO R D, JIM S H I E LDS, JACK S I M PSON,  M O N I CA S I M PSON,  DAVID S M ITH, ABIGAIL S M ITH, R E B ECCA 
SM ITH, JEANNE SOUTHAM, RON S P E N C E R ,  NANCY SPENCER,  RUSS ELL STE ED, MAVIS STILES, DAVID STILES, H U G H  
STI R L I N G ,  MOLLY SAWDO N ,  S U SAN S C H R E I B E R ,  ALlSON T E R R I N GTO N ,  MATTHEW TAR R I N G ,  J O H N  TAYLO R ,  B ETTY 
THELTO N ,  JOHN THELTO N, J I M  THELTO N ,  H E LE N  TRATH EN,  KAR E N  TU R B U R F I E LD, PERCY TU R N E R ,  JAYN E TURNER,  
TONY SKEATH ,  JAN ETTE S K EATH ,  M I K E  VAN B LAN K E NSTE I N ,  WENDY VAN B LAN K E NSTE I N ,  H U G H  WALLlS, JEAN 
WALLlS, ANDREA WALLlS ,  CAROL WALLl S,  PAD DY WAN DSBOROU G H ,  Ll LIAN WARD,  TI M WAR DLE, MARGERY WE LLS, 
B ILL WHITE, DOR iS  WHITE, IAN WEATH E R H EAD, C H R I STI N E  WEAT H E R H EAD, TR E N HAM WEATH E R H EAD, MARY 
WEATH E R H EAD, R I CHARD WEATH E R H EAD, ETH E L  WRIG HT, IAN WRIG HT, J E N N Y  WRIG HT, R E G  WESTCOTT, MARION 
WESTCOTT, PETER YEOMAN, J EAN YEOMAN, RAC H E L  WRATTEN,  SARAH TATC H E LL, FRANCESSCA DOWN I N G ,  SALLY 
WILCOX, MARTIN P E R K I N S, R U PERT D R I F FI E LD, C H R I S  WEBB, CAROLl N E  BOND,  JOE S EWELL, JANET S EWE LL, ANN 
BOND, RAYMOND B O N D .  
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