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PAST PRESIDENTS

1904 Joseph Spence Hodgson 1933-34 Jane Sabin
1904-05 Dr. Richard L. Routh 1934-35 Percy O. Whitlock, M.A.
1905-06 Michael T, Graveson 1935-36 Margaret C. Gillett
1906-07 Robert B, Oddie 1936-37 Henry Lawrance
1907-08 Joseph S. K. Parsey 1937-38 Frederick E, Goudge
1908-09 Elizabeth M, Oddie 1938-39 Wilfrid Pollard
1909-10 Edward P. Kaye, M.Sc. 1939-43 Howard Quinton
1910-11 Charles E. Brady, O.B.E. 1943-44 Kathleen Rice
1911-12 Ethel M, Harrisson 1944-45 Roland Herbert
1912-13 Arthur B, Oddie 1945-46 John Dearden
1913-14 Lucy S. Lamb 1946-47 Leslie Baily
1914-16 James T. Harrod, B.A. 1947-48 Geoffrey D. Long
1916-19 Elizabeth F. Brown 1948-49 F. Joy Reynolds

w 1919-20 Thomas Jackson 1949-50 Ronald Ll. Lloyd
1920-22 Mabel T. Harrod, B.A. 1950-51 James C. Baily
1922-23 Frank W. Snow 1951-52 Ronald Quinton
1923-24 Ethel M. Sharp 1952-53 Alice Long and
1924-25 Frank Lascelles Edward P, Kaye, M.Sc,
1925-26 Dr, Margaret Brady, B.A., M.B. 1953-54 Louis E. Wright
1926-27 Christopher Martin, F.R.C.S 1954-55 E. Marjorie Simmons
1927-28 Miriam J. Carter 1955-56 Reginald W. Barber
1928-29 Arnold J. Kaye 1956-57 Arthur Johnstone
1929-30 Henry John Randall, C.B.E. 1957-58 Celia Law
1930-31 James T. Harrod, B.A. 1958-59 Lewis Poulton
1931-32 Theodora Hodgkiss, B.Sc. 1959-60 Vera Rollett

1932-33 Lionel Geering

ADVERTISEMENTS

To assist in meeting the considerable cost involved in producing
Sibford, it was decided, at the 1955 Annual General Meeting, to include
advertisements in the magazine.

RATES ARE AS FOLLOWS:

Per issue—Full page £3.10.0
ey Half page £2.0.0
PR Quarter page £1.5.0

Advertising Manager: GEOFFREY MOORE, Casa Mia, Frimley Road,
Ash Vale, Surrey, to whom all correspondence in connection with
advertising should be addressed.

Sibford, incorporating the SOSA Annual Report, is the journal of, and
published annually by, the SIBFORD OLD SCHOLARS’ ASSOCIATION. Enquiries
concerning distribution should be sent to the Membership Secretary. Items for
insertion should be sent to the Editor.
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Our President, 1960-61

John M. Coxon needs no introduction to Old Scholars. His deep,
sincere interest and affection for the School and Old Scholars, have been
amply borne out in the service he has so unselfishly given to both. For
eight years as Secretary he was responsible for organising our Annual
Gatherings. Not an easy task as previous Secretaries will remember.
Before that he was first Auditor and then Treasurer of the Association
—in fact a member of the Committee since 1938.

John was at Sibford from 1929 to 1935 under the Headship of Arthur
Johnstone. As younger brother to Norman Coxon he was no stranger
to the School and settled into its life without difficulty. He achieved the
distinction and honour of being Head Boy in his last year.

After leaving Sibford he was articled to a firm of Chartered
Accountants and justified his education at Sibford by qualifying at the
age of 22.

War clouds were gathering momentum and in 1938 John was faced
with the problem of registering for service in the Forces or not. Un-
doubtedly his early training at Sibford influenced his final decision. In
1939 he was granted conditional exemption and obtained employment at
the Wool Control in Charlbury under a Friend, Alfred Searle. It was
about this time that John felt convinced that he would like to join the
Society of Friends but decided it would not be right to do so during the
war years. He is now an active member of Bull Street Meeting where
he has just been made an Overseer.

In 1942 whilst still in Charlbury he married Irene Wagstaff, a scholar
at Sibford during the same period as himself. They have three children
—a girl and two boys.

In 1946 he joined the Market Research Dept. of Kalamazoo Ltd.
and, since his work involves much travelling, he takes the opportunity
whenever time permits of looking up O.S. Reading is one of his greatest
forms of relaxation and he is Chairman of the Kalamazoo Memorial
Library. His other interests cover a wide range from household do-it-
yourself jobs, gardening (he is a founder-member and treasurer of the
Kalamazoo Horticultural Society) to making chutneys and pickles and
getting first prizes for them! At this year’s Kalamazoo Show he carried
off (for the second year running) the Silver Rose Bowl for a collection
of vegetables for a “ Housewives’ Choice ” Stew.

Though not a robust type he enjoyed playing hockey regularly with
occasional cricket and tennis until his operation last December which
has, unfortunately, restricted his participation in these energetic games
‘However, Irene has benefited by his absence from the sports field as
John is now becoming an expert at rug-making.

His daughter, Christine, is at present a scholar at Sibford, and John
himself represents' Old Scholars on the School Committee and is on the
Committee of the Parent-Teacher Association.

1961 REUNION —— AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY
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1960 Easter Parade

Early arrivals for the weekend came during the morning, but it wasn’t
until the afternoon that the crowd began to arrive. The Committee
Meeting was under way by three o’clock. The President wondered why
there weren’t many people at the Meeting until someone told her it was
being held in the Senior Girls’ Common Room and not in the Old
Scholars’ Room.

After the tea-break the Committee re-assembled while an attempt was
made to start a jive session in the Junior Girls’ Common Room (the old
Gym.). This, unfortunately, was unsuccessful due, it is thought, to a
number of reasons, the most interesting suggestion being that the youth-
ful members were too self-conscious in the presence of the older members
with whom they were forced to share the room, as the Committee was
still in session. I think most people only wanted to natter, anyway there
weren’t enough girls.

Soup was served, and it would appear that Committee work is
thirsty work, “ Have another cup, John!”—this was followed by rockets
at the Elm, which was attended by some twenty odd (I'm not quite sure
which way the odd is intended) Old Scholars.

Next morning breakfast was early and well attended. Saturday was
a busy day with a well packed programme, starting in the morning with
a six-a-side mixed hockey tournament, which was good fun (liar — you
were nearly dead after it) and eventually won by a team consisting of
David Smith, Derek Gaffee, Ann Tanner, Mike Rice, Eddie Goudge and
Alan Little. This was quite unfair as Alan Little was supposed to be
Sue Holland, and he had his King’s Nortian mate, John Coxon, helping
him with a whistle.

The afternoon gave a choice of activities—a soccer match, a rummage
sale or a trip to Compton Wyniates.

The soccer match was against the Village and proved too much after
the strenuous morning, even with the help of the Navy, in the form of
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The Rummage Sale . . . was highly successful

Eddie Gouge, who played an excellent game at centre-half, ably
backed up by Mike Rice between the sticks. The match ended with
the Village winning by six goals to two; the O.S. goals being scored by
Alfred Holland — in off the knee from two inches — and Alan Roberts.

The Rummage Sale, held in aid of the World Refugee Year, at the
Village Hall, was highly successful, bringing in some seventy to eighty
pounds, the highlights being conducted tours of a doll’s house loaned
by Margaret Baker, and a puzzle corner run by Miriam Carter.

The trip to Compton Wyniates went well with five cars taking nearly
thirty O.S., all of whom returned and commented on the beauty of the
gardens.

The early evening was taken up by the Headmaster’s Report, it
having been decided that the interest and importance of this deserved
more time than had usually been allowed during the business meeting.
This would seem to be the case as many questions were asked afterwards,
the answer to one being an interesting account of the eating habits of
present (and probably past) pupils.

The latter part of the evening was taken by a dance and social
organised by Mike Finch and Stan Ewan, which was enjoyed by all who
attended. Rockets at the Elm followed with about thirty O.S. present.

Sunday came in quietly with notably less eagerness to arrive at
breakfast on time. Choral was taken by Hugh Maw, assisted by Mr.
Penman at the piano.

Morning Meeting at the Gower was well attended although it took
some people over an hour to get there after their activities the previous
day.

After dinner Leslie Bailey organised a pig-drive. @ We were led to
believe it was a quiet gentle walk; and so it would have been if I hadn’t
mistakenly gone with Peter Bailey. The walk took us behind the School
past Field Barn, through Grounds Farm, down to Hill Bottom, where
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1960 EASTER PARADE

we turned left up to the Old Grange, and were shown the remains of a
Cisterian Monastery, including the old fish pond (fishing being a sport
the monks were particularly addicted to on Thursday evenings). The
Monastery was built in a place “ free from the violent assaults from evil
men,” but the Knight Templars and Black Death arrived there before
us, so it is not O.S. fault there are no monks there now.

After viewing the remains we were shown round the private Chapel
of the Norris family by Miss Norris. The Chapel had been built with
stones taken from the old monastery and contained some interesting
carvings found in the wall of a barn. This was the end of the conducted
walk and O.S. returned to School by their own routes.

The President’s Address was next on the programme. This is, of
course, reported in full elsewhere, but was an interesting, thoughtful
and well delivered address entitled ““ Caring Matters Most.”

Evening Meeting was taken by Charles Kohler, the School Treasurer,
this was not all he was going to say that evening, for during the business
meeting which followed high tea, he had news ot new bursary schemes
for members of the Society sending children to Sibford, and also a
scheme for the children of Old Scholars. The business meeting went
smoothly, with Reg. Barber in the chair. His first action was to stop all
smoking in the meeting, the resulting speed of the proceedings would
seem to support his theory that smoking loosens the tongue.

Monday arrived (sometime after midnight) and with it another
Treasure Hunt organised by Louis Wright, as always this was enjoyed
by everyone, and as Louis says, “ I will go on doing it as long as I can
still fool you,” it looks as though he has a job for life. Who was William
Day anyway? The final result left Reg Barber the winner and proud
owner of a sack of fertilizer.

After dinner came the unveiling of the plaque on the new James
Harrod Memorial Pavilion by his daughter, Gulie Grimes. This is a fine
tribute to a great Headmaster, and a great asset to the School and Old
Scholars alike.

There was supposed to be a
cup of tea after the unveiling cere-
mony, but some little fellow
switched the boiler off. This led to
some confusion and put the
schedule back. It was intended to
have organised games on the
playing field, but when the organ-
isers went out there they found
only themselves to organise, and so
gave up, it would seem that lack of
publicity and the counter attraction
of films in the Lab. was just too
much.

A quiet gentle walk




1960 EASTER PARADE

After tea there was a lecture in the Village Hall on the History of the
School by Leslie Thomas, with Leslie Bailgy in the chair. During the
lecture it was revealed that the front part of the Manor House is much
older than had hitherto been thought.

After the lecture O.S. returned to the Hill for the final evening
dance, it was unfortunate that the end of the lecture and the beginning
of the dance clashed, this meant that the band — and a very good one it
was, too — was not made full use of. The dance took a long time to
warm up, but once it had warmed up it went splendidly and was enjoyed
by all.

During the interval of the dance the final of the table tennis tourna-
ment, which had been running throughout the weekend, was played off,
and brought to a climax a sporting weekend for Eddie Goudge who won
the cup by beating John Ward.

The weekend was now drawing fast to a close and it was pleasing to
see that the fears some people had over an Easter Re-union were not
justified, for the weather had remained fine, generally, and although it
was not a very large re-union there was a very friendly, almost family
atmosphere about it.

I feel that before I finish this account I must thank all those who
worked to make the weekend such a success, particularly the Committee
for arranging such a wide choice of activities, and the cooking and
household staff for making it such a comfortable weekend.

ALAN ROBERTS.

Greetings were received from:—

Molly Vine, Margaret Smith, Michael and Wendy van Blankenstein, Juliet
and Hugh Gibson, Grace Beckerlegge, Francis Thompson, Frances Clark, June
Dawson, Ethel M. Harrison and Marjorie Turner.

Greetings were also received from “ Old Scholars marching from Aldermaston
to London—knowing you are with us in spirit, if not in body.” Signed:—
Susan Faulds, Susan Hoyles, Susan Ebbutt, John Hinchewood, Terry Jones, Geoff.
Squire, Anna Rissick, Jenniffer Kohler, Walter Le-Mare, Beryl Phillips and
Frank Phillips.

Those present for whole or part of the weekend were:—

Angerson, Michael, Roger.—Baily, Peter; Barber, Vera, Reg; Bennett,
Nicholas; Brown, Philip, Loraine, Kay, Phillip, Peter; Brown, Vera, Reg.; Burston,
Helen, Diana; Berrington, Glyn.—Chambers, Rhoda; Cox, Donald; Coxon, John,
Irene, Frazer, David, Christine—Edwards, Martyn.—Finch, Michael; Foord,
Colin.—Gaffee, Derek; Griffin, Norah; Grimes, Christopher, Eric, Gulie, Diana;
Groom, Helen.—Hailey, Frances; Hooper, Brian, Pauline, Adam.—Kaye, Arnold;
Kohler, Charles; Kidney, Allan—Law, Celia, George; Lewis, Lilian; Long,
Geoffrey, Joan.—Morgan, Patrick; Moore, Geoffrey, Jean.—Pollard, Wilfred,
Mabel, Ian, Robin.—Roberts, Alan; Rollett, Frank, Vera, Jacqueline, Loraine,
Rountree, Terence; Rice, Kathleen, Michael; Roffey, Dorothy; Rudlin, Malcolm,
Pat; Ryan, Gordon, Beryl—Simmons, Marjorie; Smith, David, John, Deborah;
Smith, Fred. Rhoda.—Taylor, John, Monica; Thelton, John, Betty, Ruth, Linda,
James.—Walker, Angela; Ward, John, Lilian; Wright, Louis.
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CAREERS IN INSURANCE

In this modern age no prudent individual or business
organization can afford to ignore the consequences of mis-
fortune or disaster. The whole world has become increasingly
conscious of the need for the protection which Insurance
provides and this large and prosperous industry is expanding
rapidly.

OPPORTUNITY FOR A CAREER: High in the ranks of
the leading Offices stands the FRIENDS’ PROVIDENT &
CENTURY INSURANCE OFFICES who, in recent years,
have met an increasing share of this growing demand for
Insurance. The organization continues to develop throughout
the world, and there is ample opportunity for ambitious young
men to find profitable and worthwhile careers on the Staff of
the Offices, at home and overseas.

TRAINING: Adequate training facilities are provided to
assist in ultimate qualification for the most senior positions.
Each man on entry is placed with regard to his particular ability
and inclinations, and individual training is given either in
London or at Branches in the main provincial cities.

EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS: The minimum
standard is at least four passes in G.C.E. (O) or the Scottish
Leaving Certificate (English Language, Mathematics and two
other subjects), and trainees are recruited from men up to the
age of 25 from Grammar and Public Schools and Universities.

PROSPECTS: Trainees receive full remuneration through-
out the period of training. There are many fine opportunities
for advancement with the Offices, and those who make satis-
factory progress can look forward to earning substantial
salaries in responsible positions while still comparatively young.

Full details can be obtamned from:

THE PERSONNEL OFFICER

FRIENDS’ PROVIDENT & CENTURY INSURANCE
! OFFICES

Pixham End, Dorking, Surrey




Annual General Meeting

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
held at Sibford on 17th April, 1960.

Present: The President, Vera Rollett; Secretary, Lilian Ward;
Treasurer, John Taylor; and approximately 70 Old Scholars.

1. The President suggested that the Chair should be taken from the
body of the Hall and Reg. Barber was appointed.

2. Greetings telegrams from absent Old Scholars, including those
on the Aldermaston March, were read by the President before handing
over to the Chairman.

3. The Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting held at August,
1959, which had been exhibited during the week-end were taken as read,
agreed and signed.

4. The Chairman introduced the guest of the Association for the
week-end, Charles Kohler, and welcomed him to our gathering. Charles
Kohler is the Treasurer of the School and spoke on the proposed bursary
scheme. Parents were wanting higher standards of education and general
care for their children and the Committee were providing more and better
buildings to give continued education. He explained the immediate need
for more pupils to enable the School to run economically and urged all
Old Scholars to re-acquaint themselves with the new Sibford which would
offer children something better than they had had before and to speak
to friends of the new image of Sibford and he gave details of the fees of
the School and of the bursaries available to parents in September, 1960.

5. John Taylor, as Treasurer, presented the accounts for the year
ended 31st December, 1959, details of which appeared in the magazine.
John Taylor pointed out that these accounts did not show the benefit of
the increased subscription. Frederick Carlton Smith proposed and Beryl
Ryan seconded that the accounts for the year ended 31st December, 1959,
be accepted and this was agreed. The Chairman expressed the
Association’s thanks to anonymous donors for contributions to our funds.

6. Louis Wright, as one of the Association’s representatives on the
School Committee, reported first on the result of the various appeals
undertaken by him during his office as Appeal Secretary and then gave
some details of the sums being spent by the School Committee on the
improvements and new buildings at The Hill and the planned third
Boys’ House, and he supported Charles Kohler’s appeal for Old Scholars
to advertise the School for new pupils as Sibford must expand to survive.
He reported the gift from the School Committee to the J. T. Harrod
Memorial Fund of £100. The Chairman in thanking Louis Wright for
his report made a suggestion with regard to a sum being paid each term
with the School fees which would make the child a life member of the
Association. The Treasurer objected but, finally, John Carlton Smith
and Geoff. Long seconded and proposed that the Committee should dis-
cuss such a possibility and report back to the next Annual General
Meeting and the Chairman would put his proposals in writing to the

Secretary.
7. Frank Rollett then reported on the J. T. Harrod Memorial Fund
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

and on the four week-end working parties which had been held since the
2nd January and of the excellent work by Old Scholars at those working
parties which had led to the Sports Pavilion being ready for the official
opening this week-end although the interior had still to be completed. He
mentioned the great help we had had from Dick Geering from whom
we had bought the structure and it was proposed that a letter of thanks
should be sent to him on behalf of the Association. Frank Rollett stated
that about £150 was still required and that there would be two more
working parties for which volunteers were wanted and, in particular, a
plumber was needed!

8. Our new Membership Secretary, John Coxon, briefly reported
that 792 magazines had been sent out.

9. Our Secretary, Lilian Ward, then said that in her first year of
office she felt rather a new girl at Sibford again and thanked everyone
for the help and support they had given her. She read a letter from a
group of Old Scholars, all of whom had attended forty or more Old
Scholars’ gatherings since they left School. These Old Scholars felt they
would like to celebrate their forty years of membership by giving the
School a new flag pole so that the Old Scholars’ flag (and any other
bunting on appropriate occasions) might be properly flown for at least
another forty years, and they suggested that the flag pole be erected by
the new Sports Pavilion.  This letter was signed by Geoffrey Long,
Wilfred Pollard, Arnold Kaye, Kathleen Rice, Miriam Carter, Jim Baily
and Alec Norman, and the thanks of the Association were expressed for
this. Thanks were expressed to Hugh Maw and the Bursar and all others
who had made the School so warm and comfortable for our week-end.
Old Scholars particularly appreciated the comfort of the Senior Girls’
Common Room with its log fire and armchairs, and flowers, the latter
provided by our President. Welcome was expressed to a number of Old
Scholars who were with us this week-end and whom we had not seen for
some time. Finally, our Secretary reported that it was felt that we must
do something as an Association to cement the relationship between our-
selves and the present scholars and it had been suggested that as many
Old Scholars as could should visit the School on the last Sunday of term
to take the leavers out and get to know them and the Headmaster had
agreed to this for the 17th July, 1960.

10. The Chairman then expressed thanks to the Magazine Editor
and explained that one reason why the magazine appeared to be late this
year was that we were having an Easter gathering after last year’s
August re-union which had not left a lot of time. Under our present
Rules Ron Quinton and Judith Davidson retired from the Committee and,
after voting, Shelagh Kinnish and Reg. Barber were elected to serve
for three years in their place.

11. Our President then spoke of the tremendous amount of work John
Coxon had done for our Association for a great number of years in many
capacities, and & had been felt that his retirement last year from the
office of Secretary should be marked by the Association, and a record
player was presented to John who expressed his grateful thanks on behalf
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1959

1558 £ £ 1958.£ £ £
’ Cost of Printing and Distributing £ )
£ < Esunll\?lta‘gzmeoior 1959 . ¢ .. 207 105 Subscriptions Receivable 1(1)2
Less: Advertising Revenue Receivable 22 1 Donations X
183 — 185 Interest on Investments—Gross ... g
s Postage and Stationery lg 28 Less: Income Tax 1 -
24 Sundry Expenses .. N
Subscriptions written off as m'ecoverable 14 3 Profit of Sale_of Colours 2
Less: Amounts recovered in respect of previous August Reunion Account:
14 years . 7 Proceeds of Gathering 310
—_— 7 22 Less: Expenses 302 ¢
67 Deficit for year 44
£226 £209 \ £226 £209
BALANCE SHEET, 31st DECEMBER, 1959
Capital Account: £ £ £ De;ﬁ'ecia-fz
222  As at 1st January, 1959 155 Cost tion
67 Less: Deficit for year ... 44 1 to date
155 — . —— Fixed Assets: At Cost less deprec1at10n
LIl Land, at Elm T
1,338  As at st January, 1959 ... 1,353 Bunks ... 64 64
15 Add: Received during year 38 Steel Die ... 7 7
1,353 1,391 —_—
84 Less: Suspense Account (see Note 3)... 84 £116  £71
1,269 —— — 1,307 45 —_— 45
Current Liabilities: Life Membership Account: Investments at Cost:
187  Sundry Creditors ... . 226 602 £650 31% Conversion Loan 1961 or after ... 602
10 Subscriptions received in advance 12 417 £500 31% Kent County Redeemable Stock 1968 417
égg _ T ol Fund — 238 145 £1153 4/‘7; British Electricity Guaranteed Stock
. T. Harro emorial Fu 749 74/7 . 145
NOTES - 98 £ISOO i’ %,97S6v/vgnsea Corporauon Redeemable o
t .
(1) Thé Investments of the Life Membership - oc 8 °
Account are held to the order of the Sibford 1,262 1.262
Old Scholars Association by Lloyds Bank 7  Cash awaiting Investment 45
(Branches) Nominees Limited. 1,269 —— - 1,307
(2) £500 3%% Conversion Loan is held by Current Assets: ’
Lloyds Bank Limited as security for any 33 Stock of Colours, at cost 52
overdraft up to £300. 29 Sundry Debtors ... 22
(3) The Suspense Account deducted from the 42 Subscriptions in arrear ... ) 40
Life Membership Fund on the Balance 100 Loan to School Bmldmg Fund 100
Sheet, represents the book loss on the sale 103 Cash at Bank 90
of the Association’s holding of 3}% Union 307 — S
: 304
of South Africa 1965/67 Stock. ¥. T. Harrod Memorial Fund:
This Suspense Account will be cleared in 523 Cash at Post Office Savings Bank 741
due course by the profit from the redemp- 79 Cash on Deposit with Lloyds Bank ... 8
tion on maturity of the other Investments 602 749
of the Life Membership Account.
JouN A. TAYLOR,
Hon. Treasurer.
£2223 £2,405 |£2,223 £2,405

AUDITOR’S REPORT.
I have audited the Books and Accounts of the Association for the year ended 31st December, 1959, and have obtained all
the information and explanations I have required. In my opinion the above Balance Sheet and annexed Income and Expendi-

ture Account are properly drawn up so as to exhibit a true and fair view of the state of the Association’s affairs as at 31st
December, 1959, and of the deficit for the year ended on that date.

MARTYN L. EDWARDS, Hon. Auditor.



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

of himself and his family and he said how he now appreciated coming
back to Old Scholars and being with his family, freed from the office of
Secretary.

12. The President then proposed John Coxon as President for the
year 1960-61 and this was carried unanimously with applause.

13. Under the heading, “ Any other Business,” Arnold Kaye raised
the question of the origin of our colours and it seemed that over the years
they had got somewhat changed and confusion had been known to arise,
one Old Scholar having been taken as an officer of the Metropolitan
Police Force! The Colours Secretary was to look into the matter and
to report. The Secretary stated the next re-union would probably be in
August, 1961, but that we hoped once the new school houses were
erected we should be able to revert to having some gatherings at Whitsun.
The Chairman in closing stressed the great importance of our gatherings
together at Sibford and of the need to increase our members. He then
thanked all the officials and the meeting was formally closed.

Proposed New Rules of the Association

“ The Committee consider it desirable to modernise our Rules without
being too lengthy and formal and the following are the suggested new
Rules which will be discussed and voted upon at our next Annual
General Meeting in August, 1961. It would be helpful if Old Scholars
who have any serious objection thereto would write to the Secretary
before the Annual General Meeting in order to shorten the time spent
at that meeting on this item.”

RULES (3rd Re-Draft).

1. NAME.
The name of the Association shall be “ Sibford Old Scholars’ Association.”
2. OBJECTS.
(a) The continuance of the interest of former scholars in Sibford School and
its work.

(b) The furthering of schoolday friendships.

(¢) The provision of assistance to the School wherever possible.

(d) The encouragement of a spirit of loyalty amongst present scholars.

3. MEMBERSHIP.

(a) The Association shall consist of Ordinary, Life and Honorary Life
Members.

(b) The followmg shall be eligible for membership:—

i. Old Scholars of Sibford School.
ii. Past and present members of the teaching and non-teaching staff
of the school and their husbands/wives.
iii. Past and present members of the School Committee.
iv. Husbands/wives of Old Scholars.
v. Other relatives of Old Scholars interested in the School.

(¢) Honorary Membership of the Association may be conferred at any Annual
General Meeting as a mark of esteem for notable services to the School
or the Association.

(d) Scholars leaving the School shall become members of the Association only
after completing the appropriate apolication form. The General Com-
mittee shall have power to accept, reject or defer any such application.

() The General Committee shall be empowered to remove a person from
membership for any reason which they think to be good and sufficient
and such membership shall cease forthwith. No return of subscription
shall be payable.
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4. SUBSCRIPTIONS. o
(@) Subscriptions to the Association shall be as follows:—

i. Scholars leaving the school — for
the year in which they leave L
and the following year No Subscription
ii. Life Membership £10 10s. d.
| iii. All other members A minimum of 10/-

! per annum
: (b) The annual subscription is due on 1st January for the ensuing year.

(¢) Any member whose subscriptions are in arrear for more than two years
and who, after due reminder, shall not make the necessary payment shall
have his/her name removed from the list of members.

S. YEAR.

The Associations shall be from 1st January to 31st December. This shall

apply to the Accounts of the Association and to the term of office of

President, Officers, Committee, etc.

6. GENERAL COMMITTEE.

(a) The affairs of the Association shall be managed by a General Committee

| subject to the approval of the Annual General Meeting of the Association.

(b) The General Committee shall comprise: —

Ex-Officio: President, Vice-President, Immediate Past President, General
Secretary, Treasurer, Re-union Secretary, Membership Secretary,
Magazine Editor, Local Branch Secretaries, Two Resident Officers,
Two Representatives to the School Committee, A Representative
from the School Staff, The Headmaster; Ex-General Secretary, Ex-
Treasurer, Ex-Re-union Secretary (for one year following termination
of office).

Nine ordinary members elected at the Annual General Meeting (to serve
for three years).

(c) Ten members of the General Committee shall form a quorum,

(d) The General Committee shall have power to co-opt up to four members
at any one time and to appoint any additional officers it deems necessary.

7. OFFICERS AND ELECTIONS.

(a) The President and Vice-President shall be elected at the Annual General
Meeting for one year. Normally the President’s year of office shall
immediately follow the year in which he/she was Vice-President,

(b) The General Secretary, Treasurer and other Officers shall be appointed
for a three year period at an Annual General Meeting,

(¢) Should a vacancy occur in any office during the three year period the
General Committee shall have power to fill the vacancy and the person
so appointed shall hold office until the next Annual General Meeting.

(d) All nominations for General Secretary, Treasurer and other Officers shall
be in writing, signed by the proposer, seconder and the nominee and shall
be sent or handed to the General Secretary twelve hours before the
Annual General Meeting. Nomination papers to be included with the
appropriate Annual Re-union programmes sent to all members.

(e) One third of the ordinary members of the General Committee shall be
appointed each year in the Annual General Meeting. These Committee
members shall be proposed and seconded from the floor of the meeting.
The three retiring members shall not be eligible for re-election for the
ensuing year.

(f) One member of the Association shall be appointed as Auditor for a three
year period at an Annual General Meeting.

8. MEETINGS AND RE-UNIONS,

(a) An Annual Re-union of members shall be held at Sibford at Whitsuntide
or at such other time and/or place as may be decided by the General
Committee.

(b) The Annual General Meeting of the Association shall be held during the
Annual Re-union.

(¢) Notice of the Annual Re-union shall be sent to all members.

(d) The General Committee shall have full control of all arrangements at
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11.

12.

13.

14,

PROPOSED NEW RULES

these Re-unions with power to make such regulations as they may deem
to be expedient.

MINUTES.

Minutes of the proceedings of the General Committee and the Annual

General Meeting shall be kept in any suitable and convenient form.

LocAL BRANCHES, .

(a) Whenever the number of members resident in a locality warrants the
course a local branch may be formed.

(b) A Branch Secretary shall be elected at a representative meeting of the
local branch.

(c) Branch Secretaries shall have power to arrange local re-unions and other
events.

(d) All Branches must be financially self supporting and have no call on the
funds of the Association.

MAGAZINE.

(@) A magazine entitled “ Sibford” shall be published annually by the
Association and sent to all members whose addresses are known. Where
husbands and wives are both members only one magazine will be sent
unless an additional copy is specifically requested.

(b) The General Committee shall have the power to send out the magazine
by C.O.D. where more than one year’s subscription is due and shall add
a suitable sum to cover the C.0.D. charge. If the magazine is refused
the amount of the C.O.D. charge is to be added to the amount of the
subscription due, Any sums subsequently received from this person
shall firstly be applied against the C.O.D. charge.

ALTERATIONS TO RULES.

(@) Notice of any alteration or addition to be proposed to the rules of the
Association shall be given in writing to the General Secretary at least
fourteen days prior to an Annual General Meeting. Nevertheless the
Annual General Meeting shall have power to deal with any alteration
or addition to the Rules without such notice or any notice if the meeting
so decides by a two-thirds majority of members present and voting,

(b) No alteration or addition to the Rules of the Association shall become
effective unless passed by a two-thirds majority of members present and
voting in Annual General Meeting.

(c) Rules 12 (b) and 13 (b) cannot be altered except by a 9/10ths majority
of members present and voting at the Annual General Meeting,

LIFE MEMBERSHIP FUND.

(a) All subscriptions received as Life Subscriptions shall be invested in the
names of Trustees appointed by the Annual General Meeting,

(b) The Life Membership Fund may not be spent without the consent of all
recorded members of the Association by referendum. To be effective
the referendum must be aporoved by a four-fifths majority of all the
forms received by a date set by the General Committee and provided
that forms have been returned by at least four-fifths of the members
residing in the United Kingdom.

(¢) The interest from the investment of the life subscriptions shall be added
to the ordinary income of the Association.

WINDING Up.

In the event of the Association being dissolved all the assets shall be disposed

of as directed by the final Annual General Meeting, by a majority of those

present and voting at the Annual General Meeting.

§

COLOURS AND BADGES
Colours and Badges are obtainable from Michael Finch, 20 Wood-

bridge Road, Moseley, Birmingham, 13, and the prices are as follows:
Blazer Badges, 35s., Ties, Terylene, 10s. 6d., rayon, 5s. 6d., Pin and
Brooch metal Badges, 3s. 6d.
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The Expanding Sibford

“ Sibford Must Expand ” said The Fmend on 25th March, 1960,
and later gave details of how this was to be done, in which worthy cause
the boys spent the last night of the Summer Term sleeping on mattresses
on the floor so that the builders could start first thing next day to convert
the dormitories of the Hill into a new Art Room, Pottery Room, five new
classrooms and a Masters’ Common Room. The Old Art Room is now
a Metal Workshop, and the Woodwork Shop improved and reorganised.
How the work was completed in time for the School to reopen as adver-
tised, is a matter of mystery to your reporter who visited Sibford five
days before the start of the new term; but somehow it was ready, as were
the new houses which were officially opened by Sir Hugh Foot, former
Governor of Cyprus, on Saturday, 15th October, 1960.

“We are met in gratitude for the past and to encourage those who
work and live here now, and to show our faith in the future of the
School.” So said George Hutchinson, opening the gathering, and thanked
Ronald Lloyd, former Chairman of the School Committee for all he had
done and was doing, and outlined the progress of Sibford’s expansion
since the war. He then welcomed Sir Hugh Foot and Lady Foot, who
were received with great applause.

Sir Hugh immediately claimed his kinship with Sibford by reminiscing
of his schooldays at the associated, but rival establishment of Leighton
Park, saying that in his day the uniform was a bowler hat and a big white
“ cabbage ” collar that rested on his shoulders. He commented wryly, “I
well remember that article of torture.”  Easing his own collar, your
reporter had fellow feelings. Sir Hugh went on to tell us that he had
been brought up in a Methodist home, and on returning from Church
he was expected to know the text. His text for this occasion was, ““ Every-
thing must have a beginning, but it is the continuing unto the end that
yields the true glory,” adding that these words had often helped him at
difficult times, especially during his term of governorship of Cyprus.

Amongst other stories was one about the difficult times in 1940-41
when Britain’s prestige was very low, and things were going badly for
us in the war. He was then Assistant British Resident in Amman, and
made the regular daily habit of going down to the Post Office for mail
and chatting with the local population. Knowing how bad things were,
he was often tempted to break this routine, and felt at the time that he
was not making much contribution to the war effort, but “ Continuing
unto the end ” paid high dividends, for he learned afterwards that his
regular daily excursions did much to bolster the morale of the local
population, for they felt that if he was carrying on as usual, things could
not be as bad as they were reported to be.

He concluded by repeating his text, which he said was from Sir
Francis Drake, and said, “ We know about this School and the efforts
that have been made here and we know of the opportunity of taking
these efforts still further . . . I wish you all well in the future.”

Hugh Maw then thanked Sir Hugh for his great kindness in coming
to open the new buildings, for he was a busy man, and spoke of the
high esteem in which he was held by the troops as he had heard at first-
hand from a soldier serving in Cyprus to whom he gave a lift. He,
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THE EXPANDING SIBFORD

Hugh Maw, asked the soldier to give his respects to the Governor, not
meaning it too seriously. But the soldier replied that he could quite
possibly do so, saying that the Governor was the kind of chap who would
speak to anyone.

Hugh Maw then thanked all those who had contributed to the
building of the new Dormitory Houses, contributions of faith and trust
as well as building skill, and mentioned especially Fred Gregory, the
architect.

The meeting then adjourned to the new Penn House, at the entrance
to the New Road, where Sir Hugh drew aside the Old Scholars’ flag and
revealed the name, after which parents, Old Scholars and visitors were
free to inspect the building.

For those who have not yet seen these magnificent new Houses, they
each compriss a flat to accommodate the House-Master and his
family, and there is also a bedroom and sitting-room for an unmarried
Assistant Master. Each house sleeps forty boys; the junior boys sleep in
a twelve-bed dormitory, the other boys in four six-bed dormitories, and
the Prefects in a four-bedded room which has been furnished with tables
and chairs for use as a study. A particular feature of the dormitories is
that each boy has his own wardrobe. There is also a large Common
Room attractively furnished, with a tea room in which the children
can make hot drinks in the evening.

The two so far built are named Penn and Nansen respectively, the
latter being situated on the Hook Norton Road, between the Old Field
gate and the new Council houses. We look forward to the further
expansion of Sibford to include the third House to accommodate the
boys of Lister, and ultimately to new Houses for the girls on similar lines,
which we hope will not be long delayed.

G.J.R.

School Committee

As I write this report this year, I look back over the period that I
have been on the School Committee and realise the tremendous amount
of work that has been accomplished in that time.

About two years ago the School Committee was faced with a situa-
tion in which they had to decide the very future of Sibford: should they
try to carry on as before, until inevitably rising costs forced the School
to close due to the fees becoming prohibitive, or should the School
expand and thus absorb the rising costs. I am pleased to say that the
Committee decided on the latter, and have converted the dormitories
at the Hill into classrooms and built two new Dormitory Houses for the
boys, which were opened by Sir Hugh Foot on 15th October.

The School is already looking ahead and places for children are in
demand. The Committee is now thinking in terms of a third House for
boys and, I hope, with the vision to foresee Houses for the girls as well.

The signal is set; now it is up to us to go ahead and help the School
as much as we can.

L.EW.
18
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(Left)

Joan and Geoff.
Long, Jean Little,
Jean Moore, Beryl
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Christine, John,
Fraser, and Irene
Cozxon stroll in
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(Above)

Leslie Baily
(centre) explains
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John Ward, David Smith and Louis
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Workers Playtime, or Music while
you Shirk. The erection squad pause
for a tea-break,

(Bottom)

Pat Rudlin and Eric Grimes
varnish the woodwork.



Presidential Address

The formal way to begin an address would be—* Old Scholars, I find
it a great honour —etc.” So often is this form of introduction used
that when I rise, as I do on this occasion — the emphasis on the sincerity
of words is somewhat spoiled. Fortunately, each of you know what an
honour this is — and for me especially so.

The range of subjects is so vast, I can only say that although I have
various concerns at heart — I find a difficulty only when I realise that
like so many of you that are concerned about so many things—in choosing
one in preference to another.

The campaign for Nuclear Disarmament—The situation that exists in
Africa—The problem of the Refugee—Care for the Old Folk—The
Teenage Problem—all require a special knowledge and would take much
more time than I have at my disposal, and so I propose to condense
them into one complete whole—if that is at all possible—I think it is.
Put simply it is—Caring matters most.

A new language has developed the theme “I couldn’t care less ” and,
whilst this has become a common attitude to certain problems, it is only
true that because of it, we are in danger of losing — not only our purpose
in life but more importantly — our awareness of our common problem.
—Caring about others.

The Duke of Edinburgh underlined this observation when he opened
a college of Social Science, he said, “ The most exasperating thing about
Human Beings is that they insist on behaving — like Human Beings.”

I remember when I was at School in the Fifth Form, we had in our
Headmistress, a person who was so conscious of creating this feeling of
awareness, and who experimented in different schemes to cause us to put
ourselves in the place of others. You will know of her keen Interna-
tional interests and her sharing of their importance with us. I would
like to remind you of one of her ideas. Although at this time the
League of Nations was a clearing house for International disputes and
we were encouraged to read what was going on, Mabel Harrod was not
satisfied that this in itself was sufficient. At a particular time each week,
out of School hours, we would meet in the old gym. with her, and each
member of the form would represent a country for the purpose of putting
that country’s point of view. In this way, we were not only learning
about the working of the League of Nations, we were being taught to
consider another’s point of view. Being taught to care about what was
happening to others.

I find a useful thing to do is to be able to quote an authority partic-
ularly when one is trying to point out that a more important person has
said—more or less—that, which one readily recognises as identical with
one’s own point of view. Harold Loukes writes in his book Friends and
their children:

“ The most important help that parents can give in developing
a working philosophy is to demonstrate that one works. Do we deal
with people as if we believe in their potentialities for good, or do
we live a protected life in which we safeguard ourselves against the
power to work us harm?”
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Do we in the infinite series of trivial actions of which our lives
are made, habitually stop to look at the situation from the other
persons point of view. Do we really forgive, or do we shrink back
in disapproving self justification—those who grow up with us cannot
escape the infection of our courage or timidity, nor fail to set to
work with the tools of living we habitually use.”

This caring is with us throughout our lives — whether we care for the
right things or the wrong is developed through our attitudes and ideals.
If we cherish right ideals we do in turn extend these ideals to those with
whom we come in contact—in caring for people who are subject to misery
and pain, we can share these to the extent of making them less acute —
conversely if we care for the joy and beauty of life, we also share in and
with those who have found them.

Often I think of that picture illustration—*I cried when I saw a man
with no boots until I saw a man with no feet.”

The point of this reminds me that there are degrees of concern, and
because of this, one is required to keep a balanced sense of one’s res-
ponsibility towards society—and to world events.

This business of caring can be carried to excess, but if we care only for
those whom we know and like, yet often a more difficult thing to do is to
care for those whom not only we have no acquaintance with, but too
often little knowledge of their difficulties. This can be seen if we are
asked to care for those who are aged, but it is more difficult to do when
we are told about the people of Korea, Africa, Hungary, etc.

Whilst we may feel that certain things are wrong and that one’s
sympathy and understanding are required — the question we must ask
ourselves is WHAT CAN I DO ABOUT IT? Many such instances will
supply us with the answer which is also a question. Well! what can I do
.about it? And so we go on feeling bogged down by events.

It is fair (I think) to suppose that is how Mahatma Ghandi must have
felt about the problem of the teeming millions in India. How Albert
Scwheitzer felt about Africans, when he was faced with world fame in
his own right and gave this up to start the hospital at Lambarene. How,
too, Gladys Alyward a mere servant girl, felt about the call to
Christianity. Our Friend, John Hoyland, and International Works
Camps, and who in the winter of his busy life still found something he
could do, carried on making teddy bears, the money from which went to
help the needy in other countries.  There are, of course, many more
instances, Reg. Reynolds, Father Huddleston, Michael Scott, each of you
will know of someone, somewhere, quite possibly many of them have not
had public acclamation — and for that many do not seek.

The business of caring is often an unattractive one, and because of
that is equally often a much more difficult concern. I would suggest
that there is little reason to be morbid about this, indeed the more de-
pressing the job, the greater the need for a cheerful disposition. I am
reminded of the young woman who gave quite a lot in life to tend for
the sick. Nursing these days is a much more enlightened profession than
it was only a few years ago. But it is still a fact that love and under-
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standing, sympathy and skill, patience and gentleness are as important
for the nurse as is surgical knowledge and experience for the doctor,

Some of us this weekend have probably felt the cold and pulled a
chair up to the fire in the common room, even the mining industry is one
that has advanced from the days of children toiling in the mines to a more
hygienic profession.

Because somewhere—somebody cared.

The parable of the good Samaritan has been summed up sinces in
the words “If there is any good that I may do—let me do it now—for I
may not pass this way again.”

There will be many here who remember Fred Sheldon who, as you
know, was bed-ridden for many years—on visiting him one found him
happy and always interested in everything that went on around him,
although he could scarcely move, yet his concern was not for himself—
rather for the many matters that he read of in the press—what could
he do one may ask; he told me—*“1I can always pray.” In such circum-
stances one knows the real sense of humility.

None of this is meant to say — one must go out and do something
good — for the sake of it. Rather is it the never-ending question, What
can I do? We are given, and sometimes to our discomfort—a conscience.
This conscience is the thing which persistently calls upon us to do, or not
to do. We also, in living our lives, gain what we know as our
“ conviction.” Of this it has been said, “ You do not hold a conviction
—a conviction holds you.” In conscience we battle between the good and
the evil. In our convictions we are usually more adamant.  We have
“ the courage of our convictions ” we say, but whether in conscience we
carry them out is usually a matter of whether it would make our relation-
ship with others more satisfactory. I make this point because, as some
of you will remember, Eileen Fletcher had the courage of her conviction
and as uncomfortable as the issue would be — her conscience forced her
to declare what she knew to be wrong.

Often enough, this tussle with our conscience can result in sinking
our personal comforts to enable the comforts of others to be established.
“ Caring matters most.”

The problem which faces the young people of today is what to do
with themselves. Are we satisfied that that which is the general rule—
cinemas, television and clubs are sufficient in themselves—or do we pause
and ask them — or encourage them to pause with us, and consider,
“ Where do we go from here?” One can be lonely in a crowd—or if one
sits and thinks of the many joys and too frequent sorrows, the happiness
of youth, or the shadow of winter in life—one can be crowded out. In
other words, one can forget one’s own troubles in sharing with others their
problems, and their pleasures. In our attempts to help those with whom
we are closely associated, it is, perhaps, important to remember that those
who are younger not only have their peculiarities, but their difficulties, too,
Consider this—the closing entry in the diary of Anne Frank, “ Oh I would
like to listen, but it doesn’t work; if I'm quiet and serious everyone
thinks it’s a new comedy, and then I have to get out of it by turning
it into a joke, not to mention my own family, who are sure to think I’'m

21




| No other chocolate

| can possibly give you
| the proper creamy

| Cadbury taste




PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

ill, make me swallow pills for headaches and nerves, feel my neck and
my head to see whether I’'m running a temperature, ask if I’'m constipated
and criticise me for being in a bad mood. I can’t keep that up: if I'm
watched to that extent, I start getting snappy, then unhappy, and finally
I twist my head round again so that the bad side is on the outside and
the good on the inside, and keep trymg to find a way of what I would
like to be, and what I could be if . .

I once heard a story about a child who had attended his first Sunday
School, and returned home somewhat peeved. His mother, wondering
how he had taken to this new adventure, asked the question, ‘ Well,
how did you like Sunday School?” The boy pondered a moment, then
—“Obh> I don’t think I shall go again!”

“ Oh, why?” asked his mother.

The boy replied, “ They can’t make their minds up—stand up—sit
down—stand up—sit down—stand up—all afternoon.”

Many of the things which we do are not so easily understood and
this story illustrates how a simple thing can be a serious obstacle in
training—it is not only with the young that we need to be careful. A
coloured preacher was invited to talk to a gathering of people and some-
what to his dismay found that the whole of the congregation was white.
Having been versed in the usual approach of—*“My coloured
brethren . . . ” etc, he began his address in the somewhat startling
manner “ My anaemic brethren . . .”. The circumstances that we find
ourselves in are often responsible for such slips. Of course all things can
be overdone and in this I am reminded of another story in which a
Parson, quite young and inexperienced, gave what he thought to be the
best sermon of his young life. It was obvious that the lesson had not
“ gone home.” He spoke to his father about this and asked for advice.
The older man said quite simply, “ If you have a message at all — don’t
throw the book at them—ijust be yourself!” Yes, probably that is the
secret—to be just ourselves! If we care at all, we can only show it
through ourselves and that requires us to sink our ego’s and let the light
that is within us, our own personality, come through.

There are so many calls on our conscience and on our time that it
is difficult to know what to put first. If we are to retain any semblance
of humanity, surely the things which matter most, should receive our
first attention. If we really feel that caring matters most then all that
which is in need of our care and attention will make it’s demand upon
us, at times it may even require that we take a firm stand on matters
of principle, at others that we can enter into and share the experience
of others. In this way we become part of the whole rather than separate
entities, none of us are stereotypes — our differences being in our per-
sonalities. The stuff that dreams are made of may be contained within
a play but the world on which human dramas are set has no props —
no cast—and the only music that is worth while listening to is written
in the many languages of all the people of the world.

Let us listen, there may be much that we shall not understand, or
even like, but if we continue to care, perhaps we shall recognise some-
thing that resembles harmony.

VERA ROLLETT.
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Jottings from the Headmaster’s Notebook

Di1aNA CLARK has done well and found great interest in her horticultural and dairy
course at Studley College.

PrisciLLA SMITH has joined Friends and DAVID has taken three ¢ A’ level subjects
successfully.

DAvVID SAUNDERSON has visited the School. He is working in the peaceful uses
of atomic energy at Harwell.

TREVOR LLoYD has been appointed Professor of Human Geography at McGill,
and ARNOLD L1oyDp, Professor of Education at Cambridge.

DAvID GIBBON has been recommended as an Officer by the War Office Selection
Board.

JENNIFER SUMPTION has returned from Germany. She has spent one or two
evenings a week helping in the Bedford Institute Youth Club and has
started on the practical part of her occupational therapy work in hospitals,

STELLA MCIVER became engaged last year and was completing her six months
midwifery course in association with Queen Charlotte’s hospital.

CHRISTOPHER FOWLER is emigrating to Australia under the Big Brother Movement.

MICHAEL ANGERSON wrote an interesting report on the Swanwick Peace Con-
ference for the May number of the “ Young Quaker.”

STEPHEN LONSDALE—a very happy account of his wedding was received,

HENRY DEARDEN, at Sibford from 1894-1900, now living in Philadelphia, U.S.A.,
visited the School with his wife in July and stayed with MIRIAM CARTER, who
still tells wonderful stories of Sibford when they were all at School.

HEemWNz ToMasICH, though only with us for a very short time, writes most interest-~
ingly from Vienna where he studies. He has been skiing and played the piano
in a public concert recently.

SusaN GEE is now an undergraduate at Manchester reading for a B.Sc. in
general science, having passed three science subjects at ‘S’ level. She went
on the first International Quaker Youth Pilgrimage to the 1652 country and
reported to “ The Friend.”

RICHARD LANCASTER wrote from Vancouver. He enjoys swimming in the Empire
pool each day, next door to St. George’s School. He paid a welcome visit to
the School this summer, complete with Canadian accent,

Davip Cox visited and talked about the difficulty between choosing a course and
future in social welfare or in Ceramics, in which he is very interested.

JAMEs SHEEHAN, who went on to Saffron Walden last year, as did MALcoLM Pim
this year, obtained seven passes at ‘O’ level.

ANDREW Lomax, while still in the antique business, visited us just before he was
selected as a Cadet in the Northern Rhodesia Police.

PETER RANN, who worked for nine months with B.P. Co. Ltd.,, on their tankers,
has obtained in his spare-time his parachute wings with seven jumps to his
credit. He is attached to the Intelligence Section of the T.A.

ROBIN DoONALD has also visited us after a year’s G.C.E. course at Coventry. He
intends to study law.

CoLIN FoorD has passed three science subjects at ¢ A’ level at Leighton Park and
will be going on to the Imperial College, having been accepted by Rolls Royce.

ANNA RissIk writing from the Friends’ School, Great Ayton, is enjoying singing
in “ Dido and Aeneas ” which she did at Sibford. Anna met other Sibfordians
at Junior Yearly Meeting and on the Aldermaston March. She hopes to go
to P.E. College and is now Captain of Hockey and a Prefect.

RoNAaLD KENNEDY, 1928-33, spent several days camping with his family in the
field behind the Hill seeing all the changes in the School since his time and
visiting friends in the district.

TERRY ROWNTREE after passing the Intermediate Art Exam. and G.C.E. ‘ A’ level
at the North Oxford Technical College, Banbury, has been accepted for the
N.D.D. Industrial Design Course at the Birmingham College of Art and Craft.

MARGARET SPILHAUS sent another of her books on South Africa for the library.

MARGARET GILMOUR visited families in Holland and is taking up her training
in Occupational Therapy at Derby.

GLYN BERRINGTON and TiM FOORD are working at the Pressed Steel Company in
Oxford.
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JOTTINGS FROM THE HEADMASTER’S NOTEBOOK

CaroL FERGUsON with a group of students visited eight European countries in
the summer. She is taking up Nursing.

IAN PALLETT, doing ‘A’ level at Truro School, visited Sibford with GEOFFREY
SQUIRE, now a Prefect at Sidcot, RICHARD INGLES farming, and DAvID KEATES
(Austin Reeds).

SusaN EBBUTT wrote from Wales where she was a leader at a camp for Czech
and Welsh children in the summer.

JANE GUNSTON sent a cheerful postcard from Portreath where she was on holiday
with five hospital friends.

Di1aNA MULLINS and VALERIE CROWDER went Youth Hostelling with the Ramblers’
Association down the Mosel and the Rhine. I wonder if they sampled the
local beverages! Valerie went on to the French Riviera, to Monaco and
Monte Carlo.

PHILLIPPA AUSTIN sent a long and interesting comparison of life at Sidcot where
she is also a Prefect with FRANCEs HAILEY,

Birth of the “Machine Age”

Arranged to go into publication for the first time with the Prime
Minister’s call to British industrialists to increase their flow of exports
to the world, the international industrial news-magazine, Machine Age,
was officially launched from the Savoy Hotel, London, with a personal
speech by Sir Charles Hill, Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and
Minister for Overseas Information Services, and a written message of
good wishes from the President of the Board of Trade.

In March, 1960, Sibford Old Scholar, Francis P. Thomson, was
selected to edit the sections of Machine Age which tell the world
about British achievements in nuclear, hydro, coal, oil and diesel electric
power station generation and to describe all that is new and meritorious
in scientific and technical instrumentation, new materials and fuels
including nuclear fuels.

Francis, who uses his second Christian name ‘“Paul” for his
technical writing and lecturing activities, says that visiting firms and
seeing all the new and wonderful developments Britain is exporting to
other countries is a most exhilarating experience. All his editorials in
English are flown to Geneva for translation into French and to Hong
Kong for translation into Mandarin Chinese.

Nearly 25,000 copies of the English edition of Machine Age are
printed in England for distribution to the English-speaking parts of the
world. Ten thousand copies from Geneva are sent to French language
readers in many countries. Over 10,000 copies of the Chinese language
edition are distributed all over the Far East and 4,800 copies are actually
distributed within Communist China with the full co-operation of their
government,

Arrangements to open offices and have local language editions are
far advanced in six other language regions, including a Russian edition
from Moscow. Machine Age is devoted entirely to describing and
publicising devices, materials and equipment for a tranquil world.
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Review of Developments at Sibford

As T write this report in the Summer holidays there are the distracting
yet strangely disturbing and exciting sounds of hammering, pulling
down, building up and change. As things start to take shape in feverish
haste we begin to see a fresh vision of the future. People will hardly
recognise the new Sibford when they come back.

How did it all begin? In my various public reports this year I have
tried to explain how, in 1960, we began venture V referred to in the
Appeal. Old Scholars never tire of going back over the history of the
School, and for many of the following facts I am indebted to Leslie
Baily, Leslie Thomas, Alfred Holland and Margaret Baker. A great deal
of information from their researches was summarised and displayed last
Whitsun at the magnificent Local History Exhibition and in the little
booklet, “ From Romans to Rock ’n’ Roll,” by Leslie Baily. Venture I
began in 1842 with a family school of about forty children which was
practically self-supporting. There were two Staff—Richard and Rebecca
Routh. Their salary bill was £80 a year and fees ranged from £6—£16.
The annual report and budget therefore must have been a fairly simple
matter.

In Robert Oddie’s pioneering days forty years later, the Staff
increased to six but the School remained small to begin with and very
much a family affair. Staff salaries came to £447 and fees rose, ranging
from £14 to £28 — they nearly doubled in fact. At this point I feel I
must pay tribute to the tremendous support and encouragement I have
continuously received from Robert Oddie’s two daughters, still living in
the village, overlooking Oddie’s field where our hair-raising winter sports
take place in the January snows. Edith and Helen Oddie identified their
father’s writing from a scripture lesson, dated 1884, discovered on a
blackboard in what is now the Senior Girls’ Common Room at the
Manor while redecoration was in progress. Leslie Baily has established
through interesting correspondence in the press that it was about 1881
that some of the earliest co-educational classes in the country were held,
probably in this room, and this scripture class may well have been one of
them.

By 1912, some thirty years later in James Harrod’s time, while the
Staff had grown to about ten, the number of pupils rose to ninety-six, a
pupil/teacher ratio of 93. The total salaries in James Harrod’s
careful hand written accounts amounted to £754, today’s average for one
teacher. Fees had doubled again. In the expansion programme the
Manor House was extended. The practical subjects were pioneered and
in 1920 pupils were entered for the School Certificate Exams.

By 1932, twenty years later, Venture III had started under Arthur
Johnstone, with the Hill building. There was expansion to meet what
was to be a growing demand. The number of pupils had risen to 120.
Though the Staff had only increased to twelve it included, and still
includes, I am glad to say, that exceptionally fine teacher, Gladys Burgess.
Three decades of Old Scholars will remember her and with her the sense
of continuity in the School lies. The salary bill had trebled to £2,533
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REVIEW OF DEVELOPMENTS AT SIBFORD

and fees had again doubled. It was always A.]’s. policy to keep the fees
at their absolute minimum in order not to debar any Quaker child from
such an education. There followed a period of consolidation, such as
we now look forward to again. Academic standards rose and twenty-
four years later, just before I came, numbers had risen to 202, including
180 boarders, the Staff had increased to eighteen, but salaries had
increased five times to £12,171. Though the School was almost being
run on a shoe string, fees at £213 had quadrupled! The Staff/pupil ratio
had risen to one to eleven at a time when more and more individual
attention was necessary for these “ war-time ” children. It appeared that
about one-third of the pupils were from broken or disturbed homes—
the post-war “bulge ” was passing through, though over half the pupils
were Friends’ children. It seemed to me that the essential family
atmosphere of Sibford ‘was disappearing.  Problems of supervision
increased as, so it seemed, did the hours and duties of the Staff. Nation-
ally the working week was getting shorter and wages in industry were
attracting many teachers, particularly in Maths. and Sciences. In the
next three years with the extra visiting music Staff we had increased the
Staff to twenty-two and their salaries to £16,103. It must also be
remembered that we now have a non-teaching Staff of about forty with
a Bursar in charge. With pupils rising to the 220 mark the essential
pupil/ Staff ratio was improved. At the same time, however, we were
faced with rapidly rising costs and even more rapidly increasing deteriora-
tion of building and equipment, so fees had to rise steeply to keep pace.
Everyone hopes they will never have to rise so much again. We owe a
debt to the Friends’ Schools’ Bursars for working out the new joint
bursary scheme virtually insuring now that any Quaker parent desiring
a Quaker boarding school education for their children will be able to
manage it financially though, no doubt, some sacrifice will still have to
be made. We are equally keen to help Old Scholars all we can. But
in connection with money it is interesting to note that whereas the
income and expenditure account in A.J’s. third year had risen to £8,C00,
in mine it had risen to over £50,000. I think it can be seen that what
we are doing is not extravagant or lavish and is not luxurious by any
means, but a necessity. It is an expression and vision of faith and it is in
line with the tradition of the past. The new buildings, alterations and
equipment are modern and simple, yet they fit naturally into the country-
side, and we are re-creating the family and home-like atmosphere. About
all our developments this year I have had a very strong feeling: “ This
is right.” The planning became exciting and took on life. The bits and
pieces of a bewildering jig-saw puzzle began to fall into place, to fit
and to take shape. We owe much to our architect, Fred Gregory, for his
concern, to the Quaker Trusts and individuals who have so nobly
backed and encouraged us financially and to the Bursar and other Old
Scholars. 1960 will be remembered as a year of tremendous upheaval,
energy, drive and creative activity. So we saw the Mayor of Banbury
cutting the first turf of the new boys’ dormitory houses, the bulldozers
cleaning the sites in the orchard and by the Hook Norton Road across
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REVIEW OF DEVELOPMENTS AT SIBFORD

the playing fields on the newly acquired piece of land. We were able to
buy this land from the Council through the generosity of an Old Scholar
in his will. Then the builders came and the trench digging began in the
Winter’s mud, and as the Autumn leaves fell bricks and mortar rose.

In the meanwhile during each holiday the Hill was improved. The
new Cookery room with its eight bright and modern kitchen units was
opened and the Science Laboratory was modernised. The new recreation
room and playground also proved a great success and benefit.

On the last night of the Summer term the boys slept on their
mattresses on the old dormitory floors. All the furniture from the top
floor of the Hill was stored in classrooms below. As the boys went
off for the holidays the builders moved in and the reorganisation began.
The old art room is being turned into the new metal workshop and
Martin Dodsworth (0.S.) and his family has arrived to start this subject.
The woodwork shop is also being reorganised and improved. Art moves
into Morland dormitory with pottery next door. Gillett dormitory
becomes three new classrooms and on the central block the O.S. room is
equipped for technical drawing. Two new classrooms in Clark dormitory
and a new Masters’ Common room are also to be found over the central
block. They are all now in use but the decorating will have to be com-
pleted in future holidays. The two new houses for forty boys each were
officially opened by Sir Hugh Foot on 15th October.

Though in the past the boys have, perhaps, been worse off than the
girls, we are by no means satisfied with the girls’ accommodation and
there is a very great deal to be improved in this direction at the Old
School. We also long for the time when we can have better changing
rooms and cloak rooms at the Hill, and when the music can find a per-
manent home, and when we can start Rural Science.  Much of these
future plans will depend on the results of the Appeal and on keeping
the School full. .

I cannot fail to mention the gratitude of the whole School to the Old
Scholars for the Harrod Memorial Pavilion. That the money was raised
for this, and that it was planned, designed, built and erected by volun-
tary spare-time work parties, is a tremendous tribute to the spirit of the
Old Scholars’ Association, and a very impressive factor when showing
prospective parents round the School. There is no doubt that the face
of Sibford is changing. For many it is already unrecognisable, but it is
all fitting and toning in, and none of the essential beauty of Sibford is
being spoiled, in fact it has, we hope, been added to.

H.M.
* * *

Old Scholars will be sorry to learn that Elizabeth Foster-Brown died
in May of this year., She was Editor of the magazine in 1907, and the
only woman to precede Mavis Stiles and myself in that Office; she was
also President from 1916-1919. I do not think that any Re-union took
place without her sending a telegram or letter of greeting if she was
unable to attend herself.

I have also heard that Mary E. Johnson and Wilton Dixon have
passed away, the latter in 1953,
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(Top, Right)
Head boy and girl, Hugh Maw,
Ronald Lloyd, John Coxon, Alan
Roberts and John Taylor at the

opening of the Pavilion.

(Centre)

Vera Rollett and Lilian Ward wait
for Gulielma Grimes to unveil
the plaque Sbelou') in memory

4 of her father.
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Mike Rice, Peter Baily,
Charles Kohler, John
Ward, Judith Davidson,
Frank Rollett and
Sheila Kinnish discuss
points while Louis
Wright checks in

John Coxon.

Photos:
Geoffrey Moore

(Centre)
Post Rally Post-Mortem

(Lefr)

Ripe reward, Vera Rollett
and Louis Wright present
Reg. Barber with a bag

of manure for winning
the Rally.




Kathleen L. Rice

The O.S.A. suffered the loss of one of its most eminent members
when Kathleen Louise Rice died after a long illness, on 2nd October,
1960, at the age of 58. Her gifted personality and great character will
be sadly missed by those who knew her well. These qualities were
shining through right to the end as she persistently enquired about
others, never mentioning her own plight.

Born at Bishop Auckland, daughter of Frank Snow (himself an O.S.
President), Kay became, in 1912, the youngest pupil at Sibford and
stayed there three years. Thence back to Bishop Auckland Secondary
School, and on through Senior Cambridge, from which she graduated
to pupil teacher at Sibford, where she soon made her mark as a good
hockey player. Also at this time it came apparent that she possessed a
fine mezzo soprano voice.  After a year there, she underwent a three
year gymnastic teaching course at Bedford College, followed by a post
at Hanley High School. Henceforth her abilities truly blossomed:
becoming a member of Stoke Repertory Players: representing North
Staffs. at both tennis and hockey: singing operatic leads in various com-
panies: and marriage to Charles Rice, having two sons, John and Michael.

Moving to Tickhill in 1944 Kay has been very prominent ever since,
in local, social, and cultural spheres.

There was never a more ardent O.S. than Kathleen and Re-unions for
some thirty years have been enhanced by her activities. Who could
forget her beautiful voice, histrionic talent, leadership of Old Time
Dancing, or undying allegiance to the rites of Rocketry. Our gratitude
was shown in 1944 when she was elected President.

Although this brief notice might give some indication of ability and
achievement her acquaintances were always impressed by her extra-
ordinary charm and kindness, and the rarer quality of wisdom.

F.R.

Membership Secretary’s Report

It may interest Old Scholars to know that in November, 1960, there
were on our records 580 Ordinary Members, 304 Life Members and five
Honorary Life Members, making a total of 889 members of the
Association.

The 1959 Magazine was sent C.0.D. to eight members, all of whom
accepted and so paid their outstanding subscriptions.

We are still short of copies of the 1958 and 1959 Magazines—if any
Old Scholar can spare their copy of either of these—please send them
to me.

I have received many interesting letters from Old Scholars overseas.
These are being collected into an album which will be available for all
to see at Re-unions.

Joun Coxon.
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Under the Two Elms

London Branch

The year opened on 9th January when twenty-nine members met for
the Christmas Party and A.G.M. at Campbell Hall. Games, colour slides
and an excellent supper were enjoyed by all. The next three events, on
Sth March, 14th May and 18th June, were invitations to the homes of
George and Celia Law, John and Lilian Ward and Frank and Lilla
Phillips. Varying numbers met at these social events where table-tennis,
billiards, colour slides, light conversation and generous helpings of food
were much enjoyed and appreciated. Over fifty Old Scholars gathered
for the annual cricket match at Jordans on 26th June. We were pleased
to have with us the Coxons and Gibbins from Birmingham, and the
Hollands from Sibford. Despite the efforts of George Bunney, and the
help of a very good tea, we lost 62 to 110. A perfect summer’s day
ended with an excellent supper on “ Lyndhurst ” lawn, kindly provided
by the Ryans, aided by the Wrights.

Future Events. A cricket match at Sibford, a river picnic, a ramble
in Epping Forest, and lastly a tea and “record” party. Old Scholars
will be pleased to know that there are now nearly eighty members.

JEAN MOORE AND ROBERT GROOM.

Birmingham Branch

Unfortunately, there have been no gatherings this year due to lack of
interest and support. We hope to restart in 1961, when we will do our
utmost to stimulate new interest in our Branch. The Secretary will be
very interested to hear from any local Old Scholar on this matter,

whether it be ideas or criticism.
MicHAEL FINcH.

* * * *

Ian Robin Webb has passed the exam for Associate Member of the
Institute of Structural Engineers.
* * * *

Ester Friedburg was married to Mr. Jackson on 26th November,
1960.

Phone: THEALE 357

®ly Lamb Teahouse

(Patrick and Joy Mangan)
BATH ROAD
THEALE, Nr. READING
BREAKFASTS
MORNING COFFEE : LIGHT LUNCHEONS
AFTERNOON AND HIGH TEAS

Home Made Cakes and Bread and Walls Ice Cream
— Open 8 am.—6-30 p.m, all the year round —
CLOSING DAY — TUESDAY
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The Manor House

The age of that part of Sibford School now known as The Manor
House has, at last, been cleared up. A short local history of Sibford and
district entitled, “ From the Romans to Rock ’'n’ Roll,” published by
Sibford Village Hall Committee, states:

In 1839 we find Joshua Lamb (grandfather of the Joshua Lamb
who died in 1943) walking to Oxford from Sibford to consider with
other Quakers the establishment of an agricultural school in the
Midlands. A Committee representing the Society of Friends in
Berks, Oxon, Bucks and Northants was formed to seek premises for
a school, “ to afford,” as an old deed puts it, “a plain, useful
guarded, religious and moral education with board, lodging and
clothing to children, both male and female.” The house they finally
chose was the “ Great House,” as it was locally known at Sibford
Ferris, built by Thomas Walford in 1666, in the reign of Charles II.
The front part of the house, on either side of the big front door, is
today practically as it was in 1666 (the year of the fire of London),
its beautifully-cut masonry unmarred by the passage of three
centuries. At the rear were barns and a farmyard when the Friends
bought it in 1842. During the intervening years the Walford family
had left Sibford (the last “ Squire ” Walford went about 1800) and
the house had passed through various hands; Joseph Harris now
sold it to be turned into a school, for £1,200. Those signing the
conveyance for the School Committee were Joseph Ashby Gillett
and Henry Beesley, of Banbury, and John Enoch, of Sibford Gower.

The booklet from which we take this quotation may be bought at
Sibford for 1s. 3d., or by post at 1s. 6d., or from The Bursar, Sibford
School.

Until its publication it was generally assumed that the original
building was Georgian. The deeds, which are now kept at Friends’
House in London, were examined, and the earliest date shown to be 1666
—but there was nothing in the deeds to prove absolutely that the building
of 1666 was not demolished or burnt down and replaced by the building
mentioned in later deeds, which stands today. It seemed unlikely that
anything of the sort had happened, as there is no reference in local
history or lore to the Charles II building being replaced, but as legal
proof of its continuity was lacking the advice of an architect was sought.
A specialist on old buildings in Oxfordshire, Mr. Forsyth Lawson,
examined the Manor House closely and came to the conclusion that it
is the original “ Great House ” of 1666. He believes that the panelling
in the room now used by Miss Burgess is probably the original Charles
II woodwork, and that some of the windows on the road side are
original, others replacements.

The first building probably stretched back from the road little more
than the space of the present entrance hall, as the door giving from
thence to the passage leading to the present kitchen and dining room was
obviously an outside door at one time — this is plain by examination
of its masonry from the passage side.

L.B.




Old Scholars Abroad

' From Duncan Cummins. For interest sake I wish to tell you that I
| was married in 1957 to a New Zealander. = We met in England, got
engaged in Stockholm and married in Umtali, Southern Rhodesia.

After five years forestry in England and twelve years forestry in
Rhodesia, I have decided to go farming, as it makes one feel better to
work for oneself.

* * * *

From Marigold Parsons. It was very pleasant to receive my magazine
out here in the Isolationist Mid-West.

For the record I got my diploma of the Royal College of Obstetricians
and Gynaecologists in October and promptly decided to come over here
to see the United States, where I am doing a year’s Paediatrics in the
Children’s Hospital at Cincinnati. This is an extremely good teaching
hospital and I am still amazed at American efficiency. On the deficit
side, however, nursing standards come nowhere near our own and that
counts a lot.

Cincinnati is an old German city of a million population, and we
drain, medically speaking, Ohio, Kentucky, part of Indiana and West
Virginia. It is very conservative and isolationist. We only hear about
England in relation to the Royal Family.

So far I have not seen much of the country, but I hope to go to
California in September and see Mexico, the Deep South and New York
when I finish in January.

I expect to meet an Old Sibfordian almost anywhere, although
Englishmen are scattered very sparsely in this part of the world.

I hope to see you all at the next Re-union.

* * * *

From James Grubb. It was with great pleasure that we celebrated our
first wedding anniversary in October. Time seems to flash by so quickly
these days that it only seems a few weeks ago that we began to build the
house. It took ten months to build and twelve months to paint, now

we are tackling the garden.

My parents were able to visit Sibford during the School Summer

holidays and have brought me back some coloured slides of the new
| buildings, etc. They had a splendid six months’ trip to England.
| One of the most beautiful lakes in the South Island is to be flooded
| to an extra depth of, I think, 60 feet to make a power plant for an
aluminium factory. This has created a great outcry here, but it looks as
though it will have to be, in the name of progress.

If there is any Old Scholar who would like to write to me for any
information on New Zealand, or just to personally correspond with me,
I should be delighted to hear from them.
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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH THE

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

Quakerism, its worship, its service, its strivings to work
out the Spiritual, Social and Political problems of our
time by a fresh application of timeless truths — all the
ferment of thinking now going o<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>